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Ivo Stelu says

Thisisabook that | really enjoyed and | strongly believe | will read again and again. It is a compilation of
'philosophical’ popular stories. One will recognize some of these stories as jokes they read in a newspaper,
but some will 'trick' you into looking to understand the deeper meaning of a seemingly childish story. All in
al, itisabook I reccomend, a book that you can read on and off, because its stories can be read
independently from one another.

Carlos says

A delicioustrip to oral tradition. A lot of life lessons and critic thinking in a easy and funny stories
recopilation.

By the way, you have to enjoy this book slowly, due to that each little story is made to make you think and
meditate about it, and consume them without the thinking dedicated time isareal pity.

A good book to revisit over time

Faerie says

Trés belle anthologie. Drole et pertinente. Une exploration tantét triste tant6t gaie de I'dme humaine.

Marius says

Povestioarele mi-au amintit de acele Pove?ti Nemuritoare care ap?reau la edituralon Creang? pe vremea lui
Cea?c?. Erau pove?ti chineze?ti, ar?be?ti, engleze?ti. Comice, mitologice sau moraliste.

Celereunite in aceast? prea-minunat? (7 rar? in ziua de azi) carte sunt categorisite ca pove?ti filosofice.
Fiecare povestioar? are mai multe chel de interpretare. Avéand la dispozi?ie cultura mea sr?c?cioas? A
autodidact?, am g?sit cel pu?n o interpretare fiec?rel povestiri. Probabil ceamal superficial?. Dar s-amai
ntdmplat 2 un fenomen interesant: in timp ce m? b?rbieream, sau in sala de cinema cand vizionam un film
de 2 lei, sau stand la coad? la covrigi m? gandeam la céte o povestioar? ?i brusc m? luminam la cuget, sau
Tmi picafisa? m?|?muream de in?elesurile mai adanci.

A?a sunt povestirile filosofice. Rog pe domni?oara de aici care a scrisintr-un review ¢? povestirile din
aceast? carte nu au nici un sens s? nu dispere. O s? capete sens dup? vreo 20 de ani de experien?? de via??.
Garantez.




Andrel Tama? says

Am rés, am plans, am reflectat, am meditat, am interpretat 2 am r2st2Amcit toate anecdotele de zeci de ori!
Inepuizabil subiect! "Tntampl 2ri" cu pove?e profunde! A?tept cu o nespus? ner?bdare 7 alte volume de gen
ale autorului, dar pan? atunci Tmi r?méane s? savurez practic toate cele citite...

N-afost nici pe departe o carte pe care am citit-0, urmand apoi s-0 bag in bibliotec? 2 s? uit de ea. Nu! Tmi
voi aduce mereu aminte de anecdotel e citite... Fiecare povestioar? citit? a determinat apariZaunei st?ri. A,

oh!, cel mai palpitant: faptul cum alterneaz? stile... Cain via??, de altfel!

Eli says

LA RECITIRE.

Numai cu o istorie personal ?in spate ?i libertatea de a te povesti se cheam? c? de?ii o identitate 2 ¢? po? fi
recunoscut Tn randul semenilor. Fiecare dintre noi compunem ?i suntem cuprin? intr-o poveste fr? de care
nu am Tnsemnamai nimic, c?ci in lipsa propriei pove?i 2 aposihilit??ii neintrerupte de a ne (re)povesti,
individul este aruncat in afar? de timp. (J.-C. Carriére)

Timp de peste dou?zeci i cinci de ani, J.-C. Carriére aavut ambi?ia ? inspira?ia de a aduna, selecta i
retranscrie istoriile pilduitoare ale marilor popoare. Ceea ce aie?it s-atransformat ntr-o extraordinar?
culegere de perle in?elepte 7 istorioare multimilenare care, fr? s? 0 2tim, ne-au cizelat felul Tn care privim
lumea. Minciunile marilor anonimi ai lumii reprezint?, in ultim? instan??, cartea de vizit? a omenirii. Ce
avem de oferit, Tn esen??, caform? de crea?ie specific uman?, la o virtual ? intélnire cu alte civiliza?i?

Urzeala primului mincinos colectiv, un autor mitic 2 anonim, a pl?cut celor care |-au ascultat. Fiecare dintre
ascult?ori Z-ainchipuit povestea auzit? intr-un fel diferit 2 de aici diseminarea pl?cerii de afabulaafost,
cred, instantanee. Istoriavafi redat? secole larand dup? acela? tipar: printr-o minciun? atent ticluit? A
Tnfrumuse?at? pentru ainlesni o privire deta?at? asupralumii inconjur?toare. (Herodot 2 primii doxografi
greci nu altceva au f?cut).

Dar de ce apl?cut povestea primului n?scocitor? Ce a declan?at in mintea/sufletul ascult?orilor nararea
primei pove?i? Nu putem decét presupune c? afost vorba de puterea (sau senza?iac? e capabil?) dea
deslu? 2 de a adanci in?elesuri pan? atunci inaccesibile. Tn urma descoperirii, miturile vor fi fost par?ial
p2r?site, povestea venind s? semene indoia ? in min?ile oamenilor, dar 2 un soi de nelini ?te sufleteasc?
necunoscut?. CivilizaZiaia na?ere atunci cand un grup de oameni, indep?rtandu-se incon?tient de tradi?a
mitic?, inventeaz? o situa?ie, cateva persongje, 0 ac?iune structurat? 2 o incheiere - o istorie sui generis, o
literatur?in nuce. Pove?tile filozofice vin cu o tensiune, arunc? un gr2unte de scepticism acolo unde pan?
mai ieri, domnea molcom, dezinteresul pentru cele ale naturii umane.

De ce ne place s? le ascult?m / invent?m? Fiindc? in?el epciunea este dinamic?, nest?panit? 2 contradictorie,
ea cuprinde totul 2 contrariul s?u. Adev?r dincoace de Pirinei, minciun? dincolo. Dar din ce partea
Pirineilor?

E firesc, in via?ade zi cu zi, s? avem tendin?ade ainflori o Tntamplare banal? spre a-i da o aur? de mister i
supranatural . Tntr-o poveste, noi suntem st?panii spaiului 2 ai timpului, putem n?scoci infinit lumi
imaginare 7 Tnchipui la nesfar?it intdmpl ?ri pe care nu le trim niciodat? aievea. Fr? s? 0 2tim, iubim
metafizicainc? de copii. Dincolo de grani?ele lumii 2 ale timpului, apare acel ,,afost odat?’ 7 odat? cu €,
se na?te povestea caform? originar? de cunoa?tere 7 temei a oric?rei credin?e.

Inven?ie, fic?iune, istorie: toate se impletesc creativ in cercul mincino?ilor spre a ?ese aceast? inepuizabil ?



péanz? reprezentat? de Tn?el epciunea lumii.

Mi-au pl?cut Tn mod deosebit pove?tile inspirate de tradi?ia chinez? ?i cea evreiasc?... Nu il trec cu vederea
nici pe marele chi?ibu?ar Nastratin Hogea, inepuizabil 7 versatil, ?iret 2 un excelent cunosc?or a condi?el
umane. Dac? la chinezi Tnt&lnim acea Th?elepciune enigmatic?, de nein?eles pentru mintea europeanul ui
modern, dar etern fermec?oare 7 incitant?, la evrei aveam de-a face cu o form? de interpretare a snoavel or
eminamente textual ?, 0 joac? cu textul; pove?tile sunt f?cute pentru afi transmise, retransmise 7 inflorite
prin viu grai; prin urmare, in lumeaiudaic?, felul Tn care este spus? o poveste rmane lafel deimportant ca
mesajul in sine al pove?ii.

Pove?tile vorbesc despre tot 2 despre nimic. Unde ar fi de g7sit o unitate? Carriére crede c? ag?sit o unitate
in firava noastr? leg?tur? cu lumea atunci cand a alc?tuit cuprinsul culegerii: ideile, visele am?gitoare,
Tntampl ?rile care ne bucur? sau obstacolele care ne pun pe ganduri. Titlurile capitolelor vorbesc singure
despre mirajul acestei istorii a povestirilor cu télc. Ordinealor nu urmeaz? un tipar sistematic, Tntrucét nu
exist? o ordine a cunoa#erii, iar reac?ile noastre sunt, de regul?, haotice.

Exist? aici 7 un soi de verificare ateoriei reminiscen?ei: la sfar?itul lecturii, descoperi cu surprindere cét de
multe nu Aiai c? tii: despre relativitatea vie?ii, a cunoa?erii, despre indoielile provocate de visele
nedeslu?ite, dasc?ii care nu-? predau nimic, dar de la care &fli, Tn esen??, totul, redescoperim c? piedicile
din calea gandirii sunt puse chiar de gandire, dar 2 cum ne putem certaamical cu Dumnezeu, cum ironiz?m
putereajusti?iel 2 adespo?ilor, rAddem cu patos de noi in?7ine, Thv???m ce este timpul, cum inteligen?a poate
deveni o arm? 7 lafinal, ce este moartea ? cum arat? adev?rul.

(view spoiler)

Realini says

Some of these stories are a pleasure to read. Others are not. A few | had known as jokes. | find that
sometimesit is better to read a book just once, for an unspoiled pleasure and a good memory.

Someone has said that books are cold but sure friends. To keep it that way, | need to keep my distance from
certain (Many?) books. | have given the example of Sons and Lovers; it is now the case for this collection of
Very to extremely short stories.

Some have the pretense of offering the meaning (or lack thereof) of life.

In one, two Chinese wise men meet-one is telling arather long tale of learning, understanding. When asked,
the second old man says that he learned

“Totry to do no harm and do good as much as possible’

Thefirst sageis flabbergasted: “what??!” | told you alot of my secrets and all you can come up with isthis
nonsense??

The second Chinese draws some other wise conclusion like: old, wise, but still unable to get a short, clever
advice...

There are quite afew from the Jewish wisdom...for that matter there are African, Polish, Chinese, Sufi,
Nastratin Hogea and other material.

Three Major Rabbistake ataxi and talk with humility about themselves and their achievements:
Thefirst says| am so small, so humble



The second continues:

“1 am nothing, nothing at all”

The last one says

“If you say that, there are no words to express my humility”
To that, the taxi driver responds:

What can | say if you al go on like this??

All of the rabbis react:

“Who does he think heis??’

A Jewish man from Poland is shown Paris, The Louvre and al the rest by Rothschild. In Poland, when Rot
child getsinvited, after afew days heisasked to pay 70 dollars for lodgings.

Rotchild is very upset, but the Polish Jew gets him over to the local rabbi, who decides that Rotchild has to
pay.

At the very end, the Polish Jew explains:

Y ou showed me all that Paris hasto offer, what could | show you?

How stupid our rabbi can be...

An unusual, odd man was mocked and criticised by his family and friends.

He gets a stork, cutsits beak because it istoo unusual.

The samefor itstoo long feet...

At the end he throws it out and says now fly and enjoy...or something like that

Thisisin the category of “stupid wisdom”

My favorite story has been retold by Somerset Maugham and is the title of abook | have loved A ppointment
in Samarra

There was a merchant in Bagdad who sent his servant to market to buy provisions and in alittle while the
servant came back, white and trembling, and said, Master, just now when | was in the marketplace | was
jostled by awoman in the crowd and when | turned | saw it was Death that jostled me. She looked at me and
made a threatening gesture, now, lend me your horse, and | will ride away from this city and avoid my fate. |
will go to Samarra and there Death will not find me. The merchant lent him his horse, and the servant
mounted it, and he dug his spursin its flanks and as fast as the horse could gallop he went. Then the
merchant went down to the marketplace and he saw me standing in the crowd and he came to me and said,
Why did you make athreating getsture to my servant when you saw him this morning? That was not a
threatening gesture, | said, it was only a start of surprise. | was astonished to see him in Bagdad, for | had an
appointment with him tonight in Samarra.

Maria Carolina says

Sensacional coleténea de contos! Além de conter contos das mais diferentes tradigdes - biblicos, sufis,
judaicos, zens, hindus, arabes, amerindios, entre outras -, o livro também divide-os em capitul os teméicos de
uma sensibilidade impar.

Delicioso para ser sorvido aos poucos, pois cada conto levax leitor para um mundo de relfexdes!




Radu-andrei Deme says

O carte de excep?ie... 0 colec?ie de povestiri pentru toate varstele...

Ana says

One the worst books I've ever read. The majority of these "stories' aren't even actual stories, just some
random paragraphs that blend without making any sense whatsoever. | was expecting something funny and
aert from this piece of literature, instead | found all writings bitter, pointless and incredibly ridiculous. There
wasn't even the slightest bit of moral behind them. I'm really disappointed in this thing.

L ourencgo Proenca says

Expus a minha opini&o na critica ao 2° livro do mesmo autor "Nova tertulia de mentirosos"
https.//www.goodreads.com/book/show/2...

Tiago Pomella L obo says

| read it in Portuguese.

Great book, specially if you don't have much time to read (or do anything everyday, for that matter) because
the stories are short and very enjoyable.

The best isto read one story at atime and reflect about it.

Buy it if you want to think and have fun at the same time!

Bogdan Ra? says

Delicioase.

Carmaz says

Umor subtil si spumosin abundenta, simplitate, vrajire si de dezvrajire, abisuri s risipa senina, realism. O
micatotalitate. Caracter oral. Pentru toate varstele.

|ata catevatitluri ale temelor punctate in cuprins:

- lumea este ceea ce este

- lumeanu e ceea ce este

- dacatotul nu este decat un vis, cine oare viseaza?

- lucrurile fiind asa cum sunt, putem alege cunoasterea: este greu

- putem alege necunoasterea: este si mai greu



- un dascal bun poate fi folositor sau nu

- se spun minciuni si despre Dumnezeu

- puterea este fragila, prin urmare nelinistita

- saascultam s vorbele nebunilor

- dacatotul este una, inseamna ca viata de apoi este in noi?
- relativitatea generala e restransa (si viceversa)

- iar ultimul nostru persongj este moartea

- adevarul, s ce daca?

- in sfarsit, cateva graunte de intel epciune (poate)

- sfarsitul povestilor

Ultima povestioara din carte se numeste "ce ramane dupa uitare".

Asteam-au atins pe mine: atreiadorinta, o isprava unica, stranutul fantomei, cele doua sinagogi, sita lui
Mahmud, de la ospiciu la puscarie, secretul secretului.

Cegrozav e sapoti vedea s zugravi lumeaintreagaintr-un stranut, intr-un rotocol de praf, intr-un punct din
varful unui stalp care se gaseste si in varful unui deget, intr-un morcov (sau o fantana), intr-un concert
clandestin in desert.

Fer says

One of those books that you can revisit at any time. An extensive collection of short philosophical stories,
usually with an extension not exceeding one or two paragraphs, which can be read at any time.

The only thing annoying is the author's stated intention to build a common thread between the stories, which
sometimes |eads to repetition or confusion.




