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A shiver of loathing ran through Goldie. It was more than six months since the Blessed Guardians had been
banished from the city. But now here they were, back again!

The city of The city of Jewel is in peril once again, as it is held captive by the frightful Fugleman, his band of
Blessed Guardians, and an army of merciless mercenaries. Goldie and Toadspit are determined to free their
city, but how can they fight such overwhelming forces? Their unlikely allies include a dozen white mice, the
bloodthirsty spirit of a warrior princess, and a cat and a brizzlehound who are mortal enemies.
The ensuing war will set thieves against soldiers and trickery against Frow Carrion, a monstrous cannon with
a mind of its own. The Fugleman will stop at nothing to defeat Goldie and her friends. And as Jewel and its
people are dragged to the brink of destruction, Goldie will face her most difficult task yet: while Toadspit
fights a duel to the death, she must walk the mysterious Beast Road, a secret path so perilous that no one has
ever returned from it.
Will Toadspit survive the duel? Will Goldie survive the Beast Road? Readers who relished Museum of
Thieves and City of Lies will devour Path of Beasts, the final book in the Keepers Trilogy.
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Zahra Dashti says
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Sasush says

Fantastic trilogy! Absolutely loved the story and the audio production was the best I have heard!

Miffy says

Goldie and Toadspit are at it again - right in the thick of the intrigue and politics of the town of Jewel. After
their trials in the City of Lies, Goldie and Toadspit return to Jewel to find that it, and the Museum of Dunt
are, once again, under attack. The Museum is most upset, and it is taking all of Sinew, Olga Ciavolga and
Herro Dan's skill to keep the contents of the museum from running amok in the streets of Jewel. Can the
children devise a plan to save Jewel? And can they do it on their own? Or do they have allies that they don't
yet know about?
This is the last book in what has been an extremely strong trilogy. Each part stands complete and on it's own,
and also works as a complete story. Lain Tanner has deservedly won the Aurealis Award for Younger
Readers for each of the first two parts of the trilogy - and this instalment must also be in the running. Quality
writing.

Megan says

I love the characters and how emotions are portrayed. The story is colorful, imaginative, and original (I wish
my museum rearranged itself like the Museum of Dunt!) The villains are...okay. Not as 3D as I like, but the
Fugleman does suit the story and serve his purpose.

My only real complaint is how helpless the parents/adults are through the whole trilogy. Tanner made an
attempt at rectifying that in this book, but still...I was disappointed. Don't let that stop you from reading,
though. After all, they're hardly in it.

Justin says

Great book! I liked the part where Toadspit and the fugleman had a duel. the ending was also a surprise
ending. I can't believe what happened to the fugleman!



Twyla says

My favourite part was when Goldie was able to survive the Beast Road, stop the Fugleman, and get rid of the
warrior princess voice in her mind and the wolf-sark. My least favourite part was when the only way to stop
the Fugleman was to kill him. I was very surprised when Double turned out to be Goldie's aunt, because I
thought that she wouldn't be any more than just mentioned in the books. I am glad that Mouse and Pounce
decided to stay in jewel rather than leave on their ship. I hope that Broo and the cat start to get along as well.
I wish that there were more books, aboout what happened after the Fugleman was gone for good.

Hollowspine says

I listened to the audiobook version in two days. It was so good that I sat in the driveway, then decided that I
just had to bring it in and listen to the rest of it. Lian Tanner has created, in these three books, a world and a
story that are, together, completely engrossing.

I can't believe that I have already reached the end of my journey with Goldie, Toadspit and Bonnie. I wish I
could hear an account of every day of their lives, because I'm sure each day would bring new mysteries and
adventures and I'm sure every secret of the Museum of Dunt could not be exposed even in several lifetimes.

Although the story comes to a satisfying conclusion, I still wonder what could be next for the City of Jewel.
Will Praise help defeat her former ship-mates? Will Mouse and Pounce become keepers, can Pounce ever
truly be trusted?

The world is easy to love, and easy to fall into, the big lies of Spoke, the pirates, the mercenaries and the
magic, there seem to be endless sources of wonder. I just wish I had another pass to enter it's boundaries.

Tellie Simpson says

Book three of The Keepers Trilogy was OK. It dragged a bit at the end due to some of the fighting and war
scenes being elongated for too many pages.
Glad to read a happy ending. I was getting a little nervous for the city of Jewel. :)

Mandi says

A good adventure for all

I am 40and loved this trilogy. A fun quick read, very similar to when Harry Potter came out. A great read for
a young reader who is mature in nature.



Mogsy (MMOGC) says

3.5 stars. We return to the adventures of Goldie and Toadspit in this final installment of the series, which
picks up right where we left them in City of Lies. The children return to Jewel after their harrowing escape
from the kidnappers in Spoke to find that their enemy the Fugleman has taken over the city with his Blessed
Guardians and an army of mercenaries.

It's showdown time now, and the Keepers will have to devise a plan to protect the Museum of Dunt and the
people of Jewel. The Fugleman, however, has brought in a giant cannon, and is bent on taking over the city
and destroying everything Goldie holds dear. To make things worse, Goldie had not escaped from Spoke
entirely unscathed; after the effects of "The Big Lie", she holds in her head the personality and thoughts of a
long-dead warrior princess. Day by day, Princess Frisia's presence grows stronger, threatening to take over
Goldie's life.

And so, my journey with the Keepers Trilogy draws to a close, and with it, probably my last opportunity to
enjoy Claudia Black's wonderful narrating work for a while. Looks like she's got a handful of other
audiobooks under her belt, but I also hope she'll do more in the future; with her voice and talent, I think she
would be perfect for urban fantasy.

As for the book itself, it hurts me a little to say this, but I wasn't as happy with it as I'd expected. It wasn't
that the story was bad or that it didn't provide us with a satisfying ending to the trilogy. I just find myself
viewing this book with an almost frustrating ambivalence, because I even now I'm trying to think of
something--anything, good or bad, it doesn't matter--to say about this book and I'm struggling.

It almost makes no sense for me to feel this way; after all, the story was great -- the heroes overcome their
trials and tribulations, honor prevails, everyone comes together in the end to save the city, and the bad guy is
defeated while the good triumph, all that good stuff. It's a children's series after all, you know you'll get a
happy ending and nothing's gonna come out of left field at you.

And maybe that's what it is. Not that I have an issue with books for youngsters having happy endings, but the
fact I pretty much knew everything was going to work out in the end. Which is perfectly fine; like I said, it's
how things should be, but I personally prefer more a little more uncertainty in my plot lines which is likely
the main reason why I don't usually pick up books targeted for middle-grade.

But on the whole, these have been really great books. I probably enjoyed them even more because I listened
to them all on audio, but I certainly don't regret my time with this trilogy one bit.

More reviews at The BiblioSanctum

Joanie says

This trilogy was so much fun!



One Pushy Fox says

An AMAZING end to a spectacular series!!! I absolutely adored this!!!!

Let the SQUEE-fest begin...

A few weeks ago, I got some VERY, VERY GOOD NEWS.....I had won an ARC of Lian Tanner's Path of
Beasts.

OH.

MY.

GOODNESS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

I literally squealed when I read the email from her. Seriously, I scared the bejebus out of my kids!! And so
when it showed up, I couldn't wait to crack it open and devour it. And devour it I did.

Path of Beasts picks up immediately where City of Lies ends: Goldie, Toadspit and Bonnie are on their way
back from Spoke, the Big Lie that saved them still lingers on in Goldie and the Fugleman has taken over
Jewel. The adults, who so crave safety, have embraced the Fugleman's reign, believing him when he tells
them that the mercenaries he has imported into the city are there to protect them. But then Goldie, Toadspit
and Bonnie see the mercenaries try to do something truly dreadful and they know the Fugleman is far more
dangerous than even they had thought.

Once again, this trio must walk into peril to save those they love. But this time Goldie is not only fighting for
her loved ones, she fighting for her very sanity. With Princess Fresia and the wolfsark (a sort of danger
induced blood lust) lurking dangerously close to the surface of her consciousness, Goldie fears she might be
loosing her mind, just as she desperately needs to save Jewel and the Museum of Dunt.

Every single page of this book was a delight. Lian Tanner's prose is visual and visceral and utterly
engrossing. This series is the sort of story that makes kids of every age dream of the hero that lurks inside of
them. My only regret is seeing this series come to an end! But...oh...what an amazing way to end it! I won't
spoil it, I'll only say, just deserts are had ALL around, and yeah, I'm looking at you Fugleman!

Bottom Line
Lian Tanner's phenominal series comes to an amazing end! Pick it up today and with any luck we might get
to see it on the big screen some day soon. What? I can dream!

Review originally posted at Bewitched Bookworms

Mark Buxton says

My name is Goldie, and we must stop the Fugleman and his terrifying control of Jewel. Toadspit and I were
able to create problems between the Fugleman's Guardians and his mercenaries by stealing the mercenaries'
payments, but the Fugleman has imprisoned more children in retaliation. We created the Hidden Rock to



start a rebellion, and some parents are finally willing to do something more than cry and moan about their
lost children. However, the spirit of an ancient warrior princess buried within me is trying to take control of
my thoughts. She gives me useful ideas to fight the Fugleman, but she wants to erupt into a fury of rage and
killing. I was barely able to stop myself from slaying my best friend. All of this turmoil is causing the
pressure in the museum to reach a boiling point. If we can't stop the Fugleman, the museum will release the
vicious armies and plagued rats hidden within its walls, and they will kill everyone in Jewel before they are
done.

This book is the conclusion of a trilogy, and you need to read the other two books first. The ongoing conflict
is the Fugleman's drive for power and his use of children as pawns. The trilogy began with all children being
chained to their parents until the Separation, but they're now being sold to slavers. While Goldie leads the
rebellion, she is keeping her internal battle with the spirit of the warrior princess a secret. She's afraid her
friends will think she's lost control even though she is very close to that point. The plot contains plenty of
action and suspense, as Goldie and Toadspit face the Fugleman, mercenaries, and slavers. Their plan to cause
a rift between the Fugleman and his mercenaries is ongoing and successful, and I enjoyed their trickery.
However, the Fugleman becomes more ruthless in response, and the head mercenary accuses him of having
no honor. While the trilogy may not be for everyone, I found it very entertaining.

Crystal says

Great for a kids

Aelvana says

Goldie, Toadspit, and Bonnie have finally made it back to their hometown of Jewel. All of them have been
changed by their time in Spoke, but Goldie most of all. The ancient Princess Frisia now lives within Goldie,
and her battle-madness does as well. Such abilities can be very useful now that Jewel has been taken over by
the Fugleman again . . . if Goldie doesn't go insane first.

I have a soft spot for both thieves and berserkers, and now that Goldie is struggling with multiple
personalities, she can play both roles at once. She's got a full arsenal against the overpowered Fugleman, as
Princess Frisia's tactical knowledge and wolf-sark (battle madness) allow the conflict to play out as a war
between thieves. Yet for all the clever tricks the children play on the mercenaries and the Blessed Guardians,
it never feels like they're cheating. These are things within their abilities, as all-out war is not.

The story of Princess Frisia continues to play a role in Goldie's life, though more as a present reality than a
historical fact. I like how the past continues to inform the present, and in some very interesting and
unexpected ways. Many of the revelations continue to build on details shown in the two previous novels.

I was also very happy with the fate of the Fugleman. There's an interesting contrast between him and Goldie,
especially at the end, around choices. Goldie has to believe she has a choice---or Frisia's wolf-sark could
never be controlled. But the Fugleman likes to paint a world where he is entirely rational and downright
heroic, where choice is an illusion. He doesn't seem to care that by now all of Jewel only tolerates him
because they can't figure out how to get rid of him. Fugleman is a perfect picture of Nietzche's superman: he
creates his own rules and considers everyone around him merely a tool to further his own ends. And this



naturally leads him to some horrific decisions, as he has no sense of morality or consideration of others.

This is the perfect cap to an already solid trilogy. I would strongly urge reading Museum of Thieves and City
of Lies before this book, as much about the characters is only hinted at here. I rate this book Highly
Recommended.


