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the Confederation Embassy is murdered, Police Chief Bates faces an explosive situation.
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From Reader Review Polar City Blues for online ebook

Ghanima says

As usual with Katharine Kerrs books, I liked her characters the most. She has a way of creating unique
characters that I get attached to very easily. I loved their dynamics. The friendship between Nunks and
Mulligan was heartwarming, and I loved Buddy's attitude towards Mulligan, and his devotion towards
Lacey. I liked how the relationship between Lacey and Mulligan evolved during the story. They were super
cute together.
The story was engaging. It had a great flow, and really kept me wanting to continue reading.
The world Katharine Kerr created was very interesting. Obviously she put a lot of thought into it. I liked how
the aliens and the humans all fit into the same civilization, and I really liked their dialect, and they way the
telepathic dialogues were described.
I'm looking forward to reading the second book!

Kathleen says

Combines science fiction and baseball and deals with a bit of a twist: a strong female character and a male
character who doesn't appear as strong, but is someone worth caring about.

Jenny says

Jeff found this at the Library sale of books, it was a good find! I have really enjoyed it! It is an old fashioned
science fiction story with several different alien species (but the action is focused on the humans) with an
alien landscape (off earth colony) political intrigue (several species living together on the planet) cops and
underground power brokers or operatives" who know the city better than anyone, Artificial Intelligence that
becomes more and more aware, a space chase to save yet another new species, telepathy across species
which is interesting, esp the effects on an alien who cannot speak and some schizophrenic humans who think
God is talking to them,and a little love story. But it all works. A fast paced story in which people who I
thought ere just going t block each other start to work together. In fact the amount of cooperation is a big
reason why I liked it. This author is more known for writing the "Devenerry" series of like 18 books of
fantasy in a pre-Celtic land. I may have to check ne of those out too.

Jeffrey says

I liked this book a lot. The alien enclave, the artificial intelligence, the registered Psychic Mulligan who
cannot play baseball, where he was a star and Bobby Lacey, the ex fleet officer who knows everything that is
happening in Polar city.

Its just a fun fun read, which is probably why every 5-7 years I crack it open and read it again.



Dan says

A really good sci-fi. Shows that the best books are about normal people in abnormal circumstances. The
characters are really three dimensional and I like the crime/agent novel plot. The "universe" Kerr have built
in this story is very credible and have some things that other sci-fi writers often forget or avoid, like social
tension, racism, poverty and misery. She even manged to make the alien species credible, a thing many sci-fi
writers fail to do.

Andreas says

Polar City Blues is a very competent crime thriller, and the alien angle in it works very well. The second
book is not of the same caliber, but well worth reading if you like the first book.

http://www.books.rosboch.net/?p=882

Ice Bear says

Great title, average read.

Nippy Katz says

More like 3 1/2 stars than 4. It's a solid police procedural in a science fiction setting. Kerr writes believable
dialogue and can develop characters. She knows how to move a plot along. The science fiction interest is
primarily from a planet that has almost no water and the way the population adapts. She throws in two alien
civilizations that are hostile to each other and who both would like to take over the human occupied region.
The planet where the story takes place is occupied by 2 species, humans, and a reptilian species called
"Lizzies." Among the humans people with dark skins are dominant. Light skinned humans are treated as
second class citizens. The unifying cultural element for the humans and the reptiles is, wait for it, baseball.

Revealing the central conflict of the plot would be a spoiler. It's an entertaining read.

Sandra says

Enjoyable read once you get past the annoying "ghetto speak" and random multiple viewpoints of mostly
irrelevant characters in the beginning. Improves once things settle down and the viewpoint switches between
the main protagonists police chief Al and Lacey The AI's stole the show though!

bluetyson says



isbn,original

Sandi Jones says

One of my absolutely favorite books. I reread it a lot

Douglas Pine says

very cool premise lots of fun

Andrea says

Polar City Blues holds up very well for SF first published in 1990. Of course, I'm inclined to like tales
mixing psychics, aliens, and murder mysteries. Kerr has built a universe which deliberately 'others'
Caucasians, which succeeds reasonably well.

If I had a negative, it would be the use of 'crazies' as one of the obstacles. Oh, and the multiple links to old
Earth culture in this far future. There's no reason sports like baseball wouldn't survive interplanetary
dispersal, but that in particular makes this feel like a very American future.

It's always fascinating to see what people envisage future tech to be like in books written before
smartphones. There's a few places where difficulties could be overcome if people could just text and email
each other, but otherwise the belt-comm was pretty good.

(view spoiler)

Mattias says

En helt schysst sf-bok. Kerrs första i genren, men det syns tydligt att det inte är hennes första bok. Starka
karaktärer och fängslande handling. Ingen stark hit på något sätt, men allmänt läsvärd och intressant. En bra
sommarbok helt enkelt.

Jessica says

A murder mystery, set in the future. I read this in high school, and really liked it. In fact, I had the feeling
that it was part of a series, or maybe I just hoped it was, but never could find any more. I loved the pairing of
the psychic and the cop (a novel idea at the time), I really just enjoyed all the characters, normal, telepathic,
and alien.




