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Ingrid Betancourt, a senator and a presidential candidate in Colombia, grew up among diplomats, literati, and
artists who congregated at her parents elegant home in Paris, France. Her father served as Colombia's
ambassador to UNESCO and her mother, a political activist, continued her work on behalf of the country's
countless children whose lives were being destroyed by extreme poverty and institutional neglect.
Intellectually, Ingrid was influenced by Pablo Neruda and other Latin American writers like Gabriel Garcia
Mérquez, who frequented her parents' social circle. She studied at Ecole de Sciences Politiques de Paris, a
prestigious academy in France.

From this charmed life, Ingrid Betancourt -- not yet thirty, happily married to a French diplomat, and a
mother of two children -- returned to her native country in the late 1980s. On what was initially just avisit,
she found her country under internal siege from the drug cartels and the corrupt government that had allowed
them to flourish. After seeing what had become of Colombia's democracy, she didn't feel she could leave.

Until Death Do Us Part is the deeply personal story of awoman who gave up alife of comfort and safety to
become a political leader in a country being slowly demolished by terrorism, violence, fear, and a pervasive
sense of hopelessness. It is a country where democracy has been sacrificed for the well-being of the few,
where international criminals determine policy, and where political nations are away of life. Now
forty, Ingrid Betancourt has been elected and reel ected as a representative and as a senator in Colombia's
national legislature. She has founded a political party that has openly confronted Colombia's leaders and has
earned the respect of a nation. And now she has become atarget of the establishment and the drug cartels
behind it.

Forced to move her children out of Colombiafor protection against death threats, Ingrid Betancourt
remained and continued to fight the political structure that has crumbled under the destructive power of the
paramilitary forces, the financial omnipotence of the drug cartels, and the passivity of governmentfor-sale.
Hereisapolitical cocktail that has destroyed countless livesin Colombia and has spread to countries beyond
its borders.

A memoir of alifein politicsthat reads like a fastpaced political thriller, Until Death Do Us Part -- already
an international bestseller -- is a hair-raising account of one woman's fight against the establishment. It isa
story of awoman whose love for her country and faith in democracy gave her the courage to stand up to the
power that has subjugated, intimidated, or corrupted all those who opposed it. A chilling account of the
dangerous, byzantine machine that runs Colombia, it is also an inspiring story of privilege, sacrifice, and true
patriotism.
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From Reader Review Until Death Do UsPart: My Struggleto
Reclaim Colombia for online ebook

[0 Sarah OO (former Nefarious Breeder of Murderous Crustaceans) says

I've always had conflicting feelings about Ingrid Betancourt. Of course her fight against corruption, against
the drug lords who (seem to) finance the majority of the country's politicians, against electoral fraud, etc are
al very worthy causes and | don't question Betancourt's motivations. What bothers me is that, from the very
beginning (when she first ran to get elected as a Congress representative), the media (at least the French
media) have been trying to make a saint of Betancourt and turn her into the "savior” of Colombia. It'sas if
there was only one opinion to be had about her and that criticizing her or her methods was forbidden, as if
there was only one side to her story. | feel this has been further accentuated ever since Betancourt has been
held hostage by the FARCs: for example, her family, whenever interviewed, seem to be waging a personal
war on current President of Colombia Alvaro Uribe and the media just don't give us enough information as to
why that is. Once again, we seem to be hearing only one part of the story and some information seemsto be
withheld from the general public. The involvement of Betancourt's parents in Colombia's political lifein
never mentioned in the media, which | find truly amazing, asit gives avery different outlook on her
motiviations and struggle. Were it not for this book, | would never have known Betancourt's parents had
been prominent political figuresin Colombial

| was also surprised to find little mention of the FARCs in this book, which was written only ayear before
Betancourt's capture. While doing some research on the subject, | came accross an interesting review for this
book, which can be read here (you might have to register to be able to read the review).

The writing is abit superficial, shallow, not to say quite poor at times. | wonder whether this has to do with
the English translation or if thisis a problem with the original version also.

Diane S? says

| finished this afew days ago, was trying to figure out what bothered me about this book. My son recently
returned from a nine days trip to Columbia, to attend a friend's wedding, he stayed in bogata with the bride's
brother. He loved the country, so beautiful, but he did say there were places it was better not to go, places
that didn't seem safe. | think many of us are aware of the powerful hold the drug cartels have had on their
government. Corruption and bribery away of life.

The reader does get a sense of Betancourts life, from her upbringing, her mother being very nvolved in the
government, and the plight of children. The threats made to Ingrid when she was running for President,
causing her to send her two children to France, to live with their father, her ex-husband. Her capture and
imprisonment by FARC, six long years before she and others held captive were rescued. We also get akeen
sense of her devotion to her country, and the way this government works, or doesn't.

Now back to what bothered me. | didn't much like her, her self rightousness and constant refrain of how
beyond corruption she was, became repetitive, self indulgent. Even her capture could have been avoided had
shejust listened, but she thought she knew better. Of course other readers may not feel thisway, and much of
it isinteresting and informative. | looked on WIKi to see where sheis now, as this book ended quite afew



years ago. Y ou can do the same, makes for interesting reading, maybe more so than this book.

Blair says

Colombia
| have to process this a bit more before | finish (ahem, start) the review.

A thought before | review the book;
| think she really wanted to change Colombian palitics.

I knew very little of her before | was given this book about two years ago. | knew she was a maverick
politician, but knowing what Latin American politics are like | thought that it was afly by night thing or that
again folks are deluded in a great hope for someone to make happen the MASSIV E changes that need t be
made.

I want to like this book more than | did, and | am not quite sure why | feel thisway. | like the prose, you can
tell it was originally written in another language (I believe it was trandated from French), which isa
completely different way of speaking and therefore it reads differetnly too. But perhaps that is the thing, it
was originally in French. | am sure there is a perfectly reasonable explanation but that fact just sitsin my
head with a question mark and not even a simple enough reason enters my mind... unless it was to garner
French support for presidental election.

My favorite part of this book is her mother, | want ot meet this woman, and all the more so since she handled
Ingrids captivity so gracefully.

Andrea says

In following the FARC, you can't help but feel for the families of those held hostage. In an attempt to make
Betancourt more human, | read her autobiography. | enjoyed her book and | think she truthfully conveysthe
struggle within her to follow in her parents footsteps and make Colombia a better place and to live a safer
life for her children. I think | wouldn't be giving much away to tell you that she ultimately choosesto return
to Colombia and fight corruption, making her first and enemy of the government, then the traffickers and
most recently and unfortunately the FARC.

It pleased me to know that Betancourt did make some progressin bettering Colombia and could have made
more had she not been taken hostage by the FARC in 2002. | can only hope that sheis released soon to see
those family members who are made so real in this book.

For those who want some additional context:

Kidnapped on February 23, 2002, Betancourt has become an international symbol in the struggle for liberty
and the fight against barbarity. Before being captured by the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia
(FARC), she was a voice of hope for the Colombian people, |eading a courageous fight against political
corruption, violence, and illegal detentions.



Carolyn Heinze says

Not terribly well written; more like areally long election pamphlet, which | guessit is, considering when it
was published. Provides a nice, simple rundown of how politics (don't) work in Colombia, though it would
have been niceif she had dug alittle deeper. | guess my biggest problem is that I'm skeptical of the blindly
idealistic: | wonder if blind idealism can exist without underlying motives, and; blind idealism is often
accompanied by an arrogance that puts the blindly idealistic into positions where carrying out their idealsis
compromised or impossible.

That said, the woman has courage, which will hopefully hold her through until she, and those sheis being
held in captivity with, are (hopefully, hopefully, hopefully) freed. In light of recent events, that may be a
while, but let's hope idealism and pragmatism meet to make it happen.

M?vog¢ ToOupPA?¢G says

X0 Ol aB?0€l TOAA?C AVTIKPOUL PUEVEC ATTAPEIC VIO TO XAPAKT?pa TNE MTETAVKO?P KI OUOAOY? 2Tl
oUT? 10 BIPA?0 TO A ?PACA UE OKETIIKIOU?. MOU ?pECE, UE KPPTNOE, I YEPOLOIACT?C YP2PEL KAA?,
OUCIOOTIK? KOl Ka?p10. M?200 aT1t? TO KEUEV? TNG W?P10a ia KoAop?a Tou dev 2Eepa 2Tl 2tav
1?00 dlE@RapVN, T?200 G211, HId X?p0 ?TOL KLPLOPXE? KAl NYE?tal N Ma@?a Kal Ta KapT?A
VOPKWIIK, 2Tov dev UTI?PXEl TPOCWITK? TIPWTOROLVA A, 2TV 0 A0 ?¢ XOAIVAYWYE?TAl ATI? TNV
TNAE?POON KAl TO KAA?C TAGOUVO KOl dANBo@av? "TEKU?p1a" TIOU TPOLOI?2(El AUT? KAT?
KO1pOC.

H MTETOVKO?p a@nyE?tal T TROSIK? TNE XPVIA, TOLC 870 OEGUO?E TNC UE OVT?0TOIX0UC CLULYOULG
OAA? KUP2WE KA TEPIAC?TEPO TOV AYVA TNE VA AVTIOTABE? g€ AUT TN dla@oop?, va TRAPEL ia
N JLOPNELD KAl VO QWT?0El 0B20TEC TANELP?C TWV KLPBEPVTEWV, 2XI IOT? ENVAL KAT? TNG

L0 @ROP?C U0 OAA? KOL VIAT? TO XPUATO TIOL EUTIAPKOVTOI O€ VOBE?EC, EKPBIAOIO?C, AaBPEUT?PIO
0a UToPO?00V VO BEATI?Z00LVV TN {W? XIAL2DWV PTWX?V 0LKOYEVEL'D TN ¢ KoAouB?a¢ Tou TeEBavouv
OT? TEAVA KOl OTEP?OEIC KAI ?XOLV TTAPEL VO EATI2Z{OUV KOl VO OVEIPE?OVTAL. AVTIKEIMEVIK? (;) N
MTETAVKO?p KATAYP?@El PAEC TIC TIY?DEC TIOL TNG OT?200VE KO A0 TO EUTTAAI0 TIOL CUVNTNOE OTN
OTOLPOPOP?U TNCYIA A KOA?TEPN KOAOUB?O KAl TNV ETITUX?0 TNE VA EKAEYE? YEPOUOIAOT?C. Agv
TP?AOBE UG VO KVEL K?TIL WG YEPOUTTAOT?C VIOT? aTt?X0n aT? avi?pteg (aTeAeuBep?0nKe T0 2008
KOl N EUTEIP?O TNC YP?PTNKE OE V70 BIBA?0).

AT? TNV 2AAN 2UWCE, IO YUVO KO TIOU PEY?AWOE XWP?C OTEP?OEIC KAl OE OPIOTOKPATIK? OXOAE?0
070KOAd B0 0 @O WBE? A@AOKEPD?C 0E VOV YV T?T0I0V PEY?00UC KAl ‘NVTAONC, KPAT? 2UwG TNV
TP?TA 0N TIOU PAEYE CUVXEIA O TT?POC TNE OTN CUYYPAE?A: TO 2T AVATPAPNKEG 2TO1 VETA TO
XPwot?¢ otnv KoAouB?a Kal TP?MEl VA TNE TO AVTATIOO?0EIC, OTT2TE A T?T010 YOAOUX 700 Gyoupa
0g BonB?va avaTruxXBe? TUXV KOUTIOU?E, 2rapaon KATL Ki 2uwg ?Xw SlaB?0€l KOl YA T?TOIEG
EKONAZ0EIC TOL XAPAKT?PA TNC.

T?A0¢ TVTWY, 0 VOPWIDG VAl TTVTO CVOETN TIPOCWIIK?TNTA, OTI?TE TO BIBA?0 TO CLOTVW OF
?200L¢ B7A0LV VA WWP?00LV Wia PAAN KoAoufB?a Kol yia 2000¢ EVOIAE?P0VTOIL VIO KAAOYPAUUVO
OTOUVNHOVEZUOTA.



Kelly Rincon says

Such agood book. Simple, clear writing. Gave me my first real insight into Colombia, and why it was the
way it wag/is. She's such an inspiration.

Ennie says

Het boek geeft een goed beeld van de corrupte toestanden in Colombia. Ja, corruptie is inherent aan macht en
machtsuitoefenig en is dus moeilijk te veranderen of uit te roeien. Dat blijkt ook weer in dit boek.

Ingrid Bétancourt's schrijftrant is boeiend. Ik heb nog 2 boeken van haar liggen en gadie hier gelijk
achteraan lezen.

TonyAlmeida says

"Deus quer, o Homem sonha e a obra nasce" parece ser 0 mote deste livro onde 0 empenho e uma extrema
forca de vontade parecem conseguir mover de
facto o mundo.

Trata-se de uma autobiografia politica da Ingrid Betancourt, escrita pouco tempo antes do seu rapto pelas
FARC (Forcas Armadas Revolucionérias da Colémbia), onde relata a sua entrada na vida politica
colombiana - impelida pelo suaamor a este pais sul-americano - e a sualuta contra o poder corrupto
instalado, este sempre de méos dadas com os cartéis de droga.

Um relato que impressiona pela carécter e pelaforga de vontade de uma pessoa que tinha tudo paraviver a
suavida em familia num verdadeiro clima de paz, num paraiso turistico, mas que resolve sacrificar tudo isto
pela defesade um ideal politico.

Com uma escrita bastante fluida, e sem qualquer tipo de constrangimentos - facto que incomodou
profundamente o anterior presidente colombiano Ernesto Samper, um dos principais visados neste relato -
Ingrid Betancourt pde a nu os podres politicos de um pais que entdo vivia resignada a sua sorte, convencida
gue nada ja havia a fazer (seré que ainda serd assim?).

O livro termina ainda antes de Ingrid Betancourt assumir a sua candidatura & presidéncia da Colémbia, mas
serd precisamente este livro que acabaria por pesar significativamente, e de forma negativa, na sua campanha
eleitoral umavez que o clima de corrupcao nele relatado foi visto como desprestigiante para o pais, facto
fortemente criticado pel os opositores politicos.

Carol Hallifax says

Ingrid Betancourt is a courageous dedicated woman and her life provesit. Against all odds she triumphs but
there is so much more that she wants to do for her country, Columbia. If you want to read about a strong



woman you will be amazed by this story.

Danielle says

Ingrid Betancourt does a stunning job portraying Colombian society and political situations through clear,
straight-forward tones. Her memoir isfilled with insight to what made her the strong politician she became
and the cultural context in which the corruption in Colomnbia grew. She puts a human face on inhuman
circumstances, and makes the key playersin Colombia's history come to life through her point of views.
Thereis also an element of humor throughout the book- Ingrid won her first campaign by throwing around
condoms. Sheis an excellent example of what one person can grow to stand for. Ingrid was taken into
captivity shortly after the book was published, and was rescued in 2008. A must read for anyone interested in
cultures and politics, however the end does end up sounding rather like a political campaign, and you have to
wonder exactly HOW honest this book is. It was written prior to her hostage situation.

Martha says

A moving,inspiring, and hopeful memoir written by an amazing and charasmatic Colombian woman, Ingrid
Betancourt, who has sacrificed herself on every level (including physically) in the hopes of bringing peace
and justice to Colombia; a country who has been through hell and back, but whose people have never lost
their endearing spirit, unwavering patriotism, and the dream of peace. | know this because my mother is one
of them. | found myself riding awave of emotions as| relived the struggles she faced both as a mother as
well as apolitical activist who faught relentlessly against corruption. This memoir is atestimony of her
strength, courage and determination--traits which | pray have not left her today as she was recently rescued
from years of being held captive by the guerrilla somewhere deep in the jungles of my beloved country,
Colombia. | hope that she runs for the president for she surely is capable and would win without question :)

Terri says

For anyone with an interest in Colombia, thisis a fascinating and up-close look at Colombian politicsin the
1990s. It recounts Betancourt's political career prior to her kidnapping by the FARC, which is described in
her later book Even Silence Has an End: My Six Y ears of Captivity in the Colombian Jungle.

KOMET says

This book reads not only as an autobiography, but also as a political testament from atruly courageous
woman. No matter what your political leanings or philosophy may be, you have to be impressed with
Betancourt's integrity and character. Reading this book has given me an interest into why Colombiaisin the
dire straits that it'sin today.

Ingrid Betancourt's quest for a peaceful, reformed Colombia may seem quixatic. But it is reassuring to know
that there are politicians like her in the world. Let us hope that she will be freed unharmed so that she can
again stand up for what Colombia needs today: peace, stability, progress, and socia justice.



[I FINISHED READING THIS BOOK ON June 12th, 2003. Since that time, Ingrid Betancourt has
thankfully been freed and lives now in France]

Shawn says

Before going to Colombia South America | went though and checked out and read every book | could about
the country from my library. This was one of the books.

| have to say thisisthe only biography that | ever read that at the end of the book | ACTIVELY disliked the
person. Usually when you read about someone's hardship and struggles you end up with some degree of
empathy for them. The entire time | read this book | kept on thinking...what a b& *"%$ (witch works well
here t00).

While Mrs Betancount went through a harrowing time (she was captured and held by Colombia guerrillas)
she both deserved it (she was advised not to go into the area and told the area was so dangerous the
government would not guard her) and her behavior both before, during and after the event was extremely
selfish. Because of her arrogance and feelings of self importance she repetitively put the lives of othersin
danger. The way she treated her fellow captivesis horrific.

When | got to Colombial finally got the courage to ask people about her (since Betancourt told mein her
book how important she was to Colombia and how much she was loved | was reluctant to say anything since
my own opinion was so strong) and found the in general the Colombia people felt as | did about her. This
lady is hated and for good reason.

A note on Colombia. Colombiais abeautiful country with some amazing nice generous people (Betanourt is
French) and | HIGHLY recommend visiting it. The tales of Colombia's violence and kidnapping are for the
most part are athing of the past. | actually felt safer in Colombiathan many other South American countries.




