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From Reader Review Warstrider for online ebook

Mike (the Paladin) says

Wel....I like the book. I think the ending was a little weak (as we've all seen it before, several times if we've
read much science fiction). Still we get a good story.

This is another story where the young protagonist has some poor choices about his future and signs up for the
military hoping for one thing, only to be slotted where the military wants him.

I could say a lot about the way the military is portrayed here. I've noted before that while we're in we tend to
bellyache, complain and in general express discontent. Then later we realize the positive side of things.
That's after we are no longer in of course.

The story here is attempting to express how things have changed over the years and how the military deals
with a new threat from an alien threat that seems to be intent on wiping out all life in the universe except
itself.

So...without spoilers, good story I think you'll probably enjoy it if you like the military/scifi/fantasy/ fiction.
Enjoy

I'll comment on the ending below so don't look if you don't want to know.

(view spoiler)

Steven Allen says

I was trying to give space opera (my #1 read genre) a break, then the first book in the Warstrider series came
in the mail from Paperback Swap. I have wanted to read this series for many years, but they are difficult to
find in used book stores.

I have been aware of this series for quite some time, always had it in the “to read” pile if I ever got the
chance. The Warstrider series is often derided as a Battletech rip off which itself is derided as a gaijin
inspired rip off of the Japanese Robotech series. Perhaps his experience at writing mech combat is why this
author was asked to write several Battletech books.

I have not read any of this author’s other works, as I was not that interested in game-inspired fiction. I did
not expect to really like the first book in the Warstrider series expecting to give it a “meh” and toss it on the
to-trade pile on Paperback Swap.

I gobbled this book in one day. I found the characters engaging that I could empathize with many of their
situations. About the only thing I found irritating was Katya’s vacillating feelings for Dev. It seemed that one
moment Katya was deeply in love with Dev, and the next she merely liked Dev; woman needs to make up
her damn mind.

Surprisingly, I enjoyed the first book so much that I have now purchased all seven in Kindle format from



Amazon.

Jon says

Surprisingly good. I went into this with skepticism, mainly because I've been having a bad run of "unknown
author kindle unlimited" books, but this was a surprise. Story was good, if not highly original, and the same
with the characters. The most surprising part was the quality of writing, which was quite high. For an
interesting enough story, I can force myself through some pretty sophomoric writing, and it was delightful
not to have to.

Mike Moondog says

Starving readers

Let's face it, I was not impressed. I believe the book should have been reworked to make for a more exciting,
action packed story. Less talk, more action. Who really cares about political details in a fictional universe,
not me. I want Godzilla sized mechanisms, controlled by humans , fully armored and shielded with weapons
of epic destruction to fly in, quake land right in the face of the bad guys, do the robot dance and say, COME
GET SOME Nancy, COME on, don't a shy, there's plenty for everyone, make my day Punk.
Unfortunately this book had no grit. As written, the system of human rule and process destroyed any chance
of it.

Michael says

This is the 1st book in the Warstrider series by William H. Keith a.k.a. Ian Douglas. I only started reading
books by William H. Keith a.k.a. Ian Douglas in the last couple of years. I read his newer material first and
really liked it so I decided to go back and read this series which was written more than 20 years ago. I must
say his older material is just as good as his newer material. This is a great example of Military Science
Fiction which is his main forte. I like this one so much that I have ordered the next 2 in this series and can't
wait to read them. I am also waiting for his latest installment in his Star Carrier series, that he writes under
the pseudonym Ian Douglas, which comes out on April 25th. In this one a young man named Dev Cameron
joins the military in the hopes of becoming a starship pilot in the Imperial Navy. Instead he becomes a
"Groundpounder" in the Hegemony Army. He is assigned to the planet Loki to fight the Xenos, a race of
aliens who attack seemly without provocation. He finds out that things are not what they seem however. I
recommend this series to all fans of Military Science Fiction and of William H. Keith a.k.a. Ian Douglas.

Per Gunnar says

Mechwarriors is not my favorite subgenre of science fiction but I have enjoyed several of the authors books
in the Heritage, Legacy, Inheritance and Star Carrier series of books so when I saw that this was a
republishing of a book series that I had not read by this author I just I had to give it a try.



I have to say that it is a good solid read. I cannot say that it makes me go totally wow or anything but I never
lost interest and after having finished the book I felt no hesitation when I added the second book in the series
to my “to-read” shelf on Goodreads.

As can be deduced from the book blurb the book is primarily about young Dev Cameron who wanted to fly
starships but ends up as a Warstrider pilot instead. Even this was hanging on a thread for some time and I
have to say that I felt some despair half way through the book.

Luckily the book is not just about mechwarriors slugging it out but there are some rather interesting alien
enemies using nano-technology making things interesting. The political mechanics of the book is also a big
part of the story with its Japanese dominance of the human affairs. The main characters in the book are quite
well done as are the background story. There are some rather intense action going on but, as I wrote before,
the book avoids the trap of turning the entire thing into one big slugfest. In the last third of the book some
interesting developments are happening which, to me at least, elevated the book a notch. For any readers not
yet having read the book I will of course not reveal any details but the last third of the book was what really
made me interested in reading the next book in the series.

In short, a good solid read with something for both the mechwarrior fantast as well as the more general
science fiction lover.

Reid says

Either this guy came from the future or he just has a terrific imagination for what could happen.

Froxis says

Finally someone that thinks the mind is infinite complex and yet integrates it with technology.

Charles van Buren says

Not the best military sci-fi, January 10, 2016

This review is from: Warstrider (Warstrider Series, Book One) (Kindle Edition)

This is a well written book but to my mind there are problems which prevent it from being a great book.
Others have pointed out the lack of realism in the military relationships among the characters. One of those
problems is the main characters' often openly rebellious attitude toward superiors. At the end, the main
characters' conversation with the emperor is even worse. In fact the entire Japanese empire idea does not
meet the realism test. The aliens in the novel are very imaginative as are some of the combat scenes but the
whole is hampered as military sci-fi as the military is not believable. Three stars as military sci-fi but written
well enough and with enough imagination that I am giving four stars. All in all, I am glad that I got this via
Kindle Unlimited rather than purchase.



January 14, 2016. An addendum: Something about suspension of disbelief in this novel has been bothering
me. When communication is finally established with one of the Xenophobes, it asks questions including,
"What is god?" When I first studied sociology, I learned about something called the god sense. This means
that no people, no matter how isolated, how primitive or how advanced, do not have a sense of something
outside themselves, outside the physical world, that is a sense of some kind of god. I can not suspend
disbelief to the extent of believing that a sentient species does not have something akin to the god sense,
even if members of that species decide to dismiss it as superstition.

John says

Great story, interesting characters, and throw in some mech-suits and you cannot go wrong. Join the journey
of humanity to the stars as we encounter a seemingly hostile alien that is bent on our total destruction using
technology beyond anything we have encountered before.

M Hamed says

weirdly boring as usual

Jay says

This is starting out to be a great series. I have previously read and reviewed another series by Ian Douglas
(AKA: William Keith), Star Corpsman - Books 1 & 2, and I am enjoying the Warstrider series just as much.

I will say that these are basically the same books in that they use almost the exact same writing formula. The
characters and settings are different, the technology and service branches are different, and the bad guys and
plot problems are different.

However, both series start out with a main character that is new to his career. He gets thrust into an
overwhelming situation. He prevails and happens to be the one person who has the skills to do what needs to
be done. The unlikely hero also happens to stumble upon the key to unlocking the mystery of everything that
is causing conflict in the story and he saves the day.

Shakespeare said that every story that will ever be told has already been told, and Ian has told this story
before. But that doesn't take away from Warstrider's enjoyment factor. The characters are still interesting, the
tech he created is engrossing, and the scenes are well written. If I hadn't read Star Corpsman, I think this
book would have been less predictable, but no less enjoyable.

Overall, this is a great story whether it's your first Ian Douglas book or your twentieth. I highly recommend
picking it up. And with Amazons new Kindle Unlimited program, I downloaded this book for free! Sort of, if
you don't count my $10 a month subscription fee for the program. But on a side note, this a great program
especially for indie authors. If you download Warstrider and don't like it, at least read past 10% so the author
can get paid by Amazon for your download.



BobA707 says

Summary: I quite enjoyed this book, good take on the aliens, good military SF, but I didn't think the
characters were particularly strong, and although the revelations about the aliens was interesting it was not
particularly believable and the plot didn't bear too much thinking. Nevertheless I look forward to the next in
the series

Plotline: Sort of works possibly could have been strengthened, a few things didn't quite work and a bit too
linear.

Premise: Generally good, but again some big weakesses

Writing: Simple descriptive. Could have done with some stringer characters

Ending: the beginning of the end ?

Pace: Never a dull moment!

AudioBookReviewer says

ABR's full Warstrider audiobook review and many others can be found at Audiobook Reviewer.

Warstrider is an interesting twist on the alien invasion theme. Ian Douglas creates a much more realistic
scenario about how strange aliens might be. So alien in fact, that we can’t communicate with them, have no
idea why they’re attacking us, or what we can do to stop them. It is a horror story idea and one that sounds
far more plausible than giant insects.

The alien invaders are called Xenophobes (I know, “fear of strangers,” but that’s what Douglas chose to call
them) and they have wiped out several human worlds and are attacking more. The Xenos (as they are also
called) have never been seen, but they are able to send out billions of nanobot warriors who disassemble
anything in their path, they can also take over machines and turn them against the humans. Zombie robots
and liquefied humans, what’s not to like?

Dev Cameron is a space ship pilot who decides to join the military to increase his wealth and prestige;
leaving behind a son and wife with barely a glance – nice. He ends up getting pushed further and further
down the military ladder until he ends up a foot soldier, or “crunchy,” with a serious downgrade in his
expected life-span. Luck and brainpower help him slowly climb back up to become a Warstrider pilot. A
warstrider is a gigantic transformer-like machine that is controlled by the operator’s mind. It has some
serious fire power, defenses and sounds like a heck of a lot of fun to operate.

The plot is simple enough, destroy the Xenos before they destroy us. The humans might keep them at bay for
a while, but the war seems to be endless. And worst of all, what if the invaders make it to Earth? Dev is a
Job-like character (as in the Bible), thrown around by the powers above him. He seems rarely able to make



his own luck, but has luck none-the-less, along with a lot of disappointment. It makes him quite human and
likable (we’re supposed to forget the wife and son by now).

Narration is by David Drummond who does an excellent job. He has a distinctive and articulate voice that
made the story enjoyable for this listener. The production quality is excellent, no complaints. He reads the
story well without getting in the way.

If you are looking for some good Sci-Fi soldier action with an intelligent take on alien species, there is a lot
to like about Warstrider. It does start a little slow, but give it a chance and you won’t be disappointed.

Audiobook provided for review by the publisher.

Mojo says

It was interesting to read this. I'm a fan of his later works like the Star Carriers and the Heritage Marine
series. You can clearly see the seeds of those stories here. A little rough around the edges and not nearly as
polished. Overall a fun quick read


