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From Reader Review What Happened for online ebook

Bill Kerwin says

This most personal and self-reflective of all Hillary Clinton’s books may not have taken a village to rear, but
it did take half a squad: two speech writers (Dan Schwerin expository specialist, Megan Rooney narrative
specialist), one researcher (Tony Carrk), and—of course—Hillary Clinton herself. But—wait a minute!—in
the "Acknowledgments," right after Schwerin, Rooney, and Caark, comes a list of seven trusted advisers
followed by another list of approximately ten dozen names of other people who also contributed their advice
and insights. So I guess it did take a small village after all.

That’s Hillary for you. Scrupulous and precise (no anonymous ghost writers for her!), generous in her praise
and acknowledgment, but so conscientious and exhaustive about every facet of her life and campaign that,
after awhile, the eyes of even the most sympathetic acolyte must glaze over, the head of the most attentive
reader begin to nod.

Yes, What Happened is quintessential Hillary. Which is why this “personal, self-reflective memoir” is 469
pages long (that is, if you don’t include the twenty page index).

Okay, just to let you know where I’m coming from: I voted for Bernie in the Ohio primary (as a DSA
member for twenty years, I figured I owed him that much), but as soon as the last primary was over, I took
off my very cool Shepard Fairey “Bernie” tee and exchanged it for a not-as-cool “Hillary” shirt. You see,
I’ve always had a soft spot for Hillary. As a democratic socialist, I was of course frustrated with the way Bill
and Hill moved the Dems to the right, but, since I’m almost as old as they are, I can remember how
disheartening it was to be “clean for Gene” (McCarthy) and “on board for George” (McGovern), and then
watch the Republicans win five out of six of the next presidential races. Sure, the Clintons' program was too
centrist, detailed, and super-wonky for my taste, but at least they figured out how to win an election. Later, I
sensed that, underneath the plate armor she donned against the attacks of the (very real) “vast right wing
conspiracy” there was a woman who genuinely loved her husband and who cared for America’s least
fortunate citizens, particularly its women and children. And when, in October of 2015, I watched all eleven
hours of the Benghazi hearings (I’m retired now) and saw how seriously she kicked herself some Freedom
Caucus butt, I began to look forward to the idea of President Hillary.

But back to the book. I’m sure it was a chore to write, and it is often a chore to read, what with the
exhaustive lists of the people—the famous of course but also the humble (but exemplary)—she encountered
on the campaign trail, her typical domestic routines (far too much information), and her extraordinarily
specific plans for how President Hillary intended to make America better (I’m sorry, but you lost, and the
detailed aspirations of a presidency which will never happen are best left to the specialists now). Moreover,
even when the information Hillary and Co. gives us is worthwhile, it is often overly specific. For example, I
was interested to learn that, in the wake of her loss, Hillary embraced the yogic practice of alternate nostril
breathing; I did not, however, need to have this practice described to me in a paragraph of 150 words.

I have heard some say that Hillary is bitter and hateful in this book, but I did not find this to be true. She does
have a few harsh words for Bernie (as well as some kind words too), but I think she is fair to him: his Santa-
of-the-left routine did make her sound like a “spoilsport schoolmarm” and his attacks on her as the Candidate
from Wall Street may well have hurt her in the general election. Her harshest comments, however, are
reserved for the two people she sees—understandably—as most responsible for costing her the election



(Comey and Putin), and for one other target, of which I heartily approve: Matt Lauer, the disgraced
moderator of what was supposed to be a “Commander-in-Chief Forum,” who made it all about “but her
emails!” once again. Trump? I detect no malice here: She treats him as a natural disaster, a four-year tornado
that must be guarded against.

What are the best parts of the book? It is good on her emails, Russian involvement in the election, and the
role of women in public life and politics, but it is even better when it tells a personal story or expresses a
private sentiment about a particular event or person: the Commander-in-Chief Forum, the Final Debate
Where Trump Looms, election night, Marian Wright Edelman, Dorothy Rodham, Bill Clinton.

My advice? Don’t read it if you’re a Hillary hater. But even if you’re not a hater, I’d advise you to skip a
little, skim a lot. Life is too short for you to do as I did and read the whole darn thing through. But by all
means dip into it, spend a little time with it, and you may find much here to interest you, more than a few
things to anger you, and one or two things to make you cry.

I’ll end with one of my favorite parts, where Hillary talks about Bill and their marriage:

My marriage to Bill Clinton was the most consequential decision of my life. I said no the first
two times he asked me. But the third time, I said yes. And I’d do it again.

I hesitated to say yes because I wasn’t quite prepared for marriage. I hadn’t figured out what I
wanted my furture to be yet. And I knew that by marrying Bill, I would be running straight into
a future far more momentous than any other I’d likely know. He was the most intense, brilliant,
charismatic person I had ever met. He dreamt big. I, on the other hand, was practical and
cautious. I knew that marrying him would be like hitching a ride on a comet. It took me a little
while to get brave enough to take the leap….

We’ve certainly had dark days in our marriage. You know all about them—and please consider
for a moment what it would be like for the whole world to know about the worst moments in
your relationship. There were times that I was deeply unsure about whether our marriage
could or should survive. But on those days, I asked myself the question that mattered most to
me: Do I still love him? And can I still be in this marriage without becoming unrecognizable to
myself—twisted by anger, resentment, or remoteness? The answers were always yes. So I kept
going.

Owlseyes says

"When you lose to somebody who has 40% popularity, you don't blame other things -- Comey, Russia
-- you blame yourself," Chuck Schumer

You lost it. You lost. Elizabeth Warren has a chance now, you don't. You lost. Blame the mainstream media
which supported you; those papers that endorsed you; those who said your opponent would never win. You
lost. Blame the fake polls up to the last minute of the election; check the 8th of November 2016 in The New
York Times.



You may even blame Nate Silver and Comey and the Democratic Party infrastructure. Nevertheless, you
lost. Still, you may blame Wikileaks . Yet, you lost.  Right, blame Brexit. In the end, you lost.

(The Week, November 11, 2016)

--
Hillary Clinton to 'let her guard down' in candid 2016 election memoir
in: https://www.theguardian.com/books/201...

Democrats Fret as Clinton Book Rollout Looms
in: https://www.bloomberg.com/view/articl...

Clinton’s score-settling frustrates Democrats
In: http://thehill.com/homenews/campaign/...

Hillary Clinton’s new book blasts Republicans and Russia. She’s 100 percent right.
in: https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/...

The Strange Authenticity of Hillary Clinton
in: http://www.politico.com/magazine/stor...

Nenia ? Queen of Literary Trash, Protector of Out-of-Print Gems, Khaleesi of Bodice
Rippers, Mother of Smut, the Unrepentant, Breaker of Convention ? Campbell says

Instagram || Twitter || Facebook || Amazon || Pinterest

Edit: She won the GR Choice Awards for this book!

I guess you could say this is the second time she's won the popular vote. ( ?° ?? ?°)

LOL I see that I lost a few friends over this review. You know what that means! Time to add this book
to the books-that-made-me-lose-friends shelf. >:D

My dad used to tell me not to get near a scared animal; that it couldn't understand what your intentions were
and since you couldn't exactly explain to said animal what you were doing, in its overstimulated state it
might bite out of fear. That's a lot like what happened in this election. People were afraid: afraid of change,
afraid of progression, afraid of foreigners, afraid of the future, afraid of losing their jobs - and so they bit,
and they bit down hard, and logic be damned. The entire country suffered because of some scared, angry
people who couldn't be bothered to sort out the facts, and relied on pure emotion, and the sheer, misanthropic
pleasure of "shaking it up" while voting in this election.



WHAT HAPPENED is appropriately named. The title is a call-and-answer, all rolled into one. It asks "What
happened?" while also explaining exactly what happened, in her words. I don't expect this book to change
people's minds. If you hate Hillary, you'll probably just hate her more after reading this, because you'll
convince yourself that she's a) lying or b) the embodiment of the demon-worshiping caricature you've made
her out to be in your mind. If you love Hillary, this book will make you love her more, because she's the
thoughtful, articulate, compassionate, intelligent, go-getting, invested candidate you wanted - in spades.

I've almost forgotten what an actual president sounds like, because I've been bombarded with xenophobic,
Islamophobic, transphobic, bigoted, juvenile rhetoric for so long.

Before I get into that, though, let me just clear up a few things.

But what about her emails? There was an investigation. She complied fully, and was duly exonerated. For
those of you crying about the remaining 33,000 personal emails, and why she wouldn't want to share them,
hmm, why don't you think about some of the emails you've sent to doctors, to relatives, to ex-girlfriends. I'm
sure you sent some pretty embarrassing things. Things to which you wouldn't want the general public having
access. In fact, since Clinton is a notoriously private person, yours are probably worse than hers. Also,
Clinton's email server was later proven to be secure, whereas Trump White House officials were tricked by
this email prankster into divulging some personal information.

She totally colluded to rig the election, though. Yes, let's talk about collusion and rigging, shall we?

Hillary gave those speeches to Goldman Sachs people. And Trump's filling his cabinet with them.

The news media was constantly forcing her down our throats. Yes, it's annoying when the news media is
constantly finding new angles to throw unpopular candidates at you, isn't it? Oh wait...

But her emails, though. YES, LET'S TALK ABOUT EMAILS. LET'S.

I've seen several reviews for this book and many of those reviewers have attempted to be politic and
inoffensive about their review, to great success. Well, I'm not going to go that route, and if it costs me a
friend or two in the process, that's what my books-that-made-me-lose-friends shelf is for. I was not happy
with how this election went, and I find it hilarious that members of the Tangerine Tyrant's fan club are



burning their MAGA hats because their fearless leader dared to compromise with the Democratic party
about DACA.

In WHAT HAPPENED, Hillary discusses her election and its catastrophic (or triumphant if you're part of
that crowd) results. She describes how crushed she felt, seeing what was supposed to be certain victory being
taken from her by a man who seemed incredibly unqualified. She had to wear the suit she planned to travel to
DC in as president-elect to her concession speech, and her first order of business was ensuring that her staff
would get paid and they would all have healthcare. Meanwhile, we have a president who allegedly doesn't
pay contractors if they don't do a good job.

Hillary describes the rigors of campaigning, and the close bonds she developed with her staff. She writes
about her love for her daughter, who she clearly admires and feels so much pride for, and her close
friendship with Huma Abedin, who Hillary refused to fire even when it became clear that her personal
scandal might negatively impact her campaign. She writes about her husband, glossing over the scandal that
rocked her marriage in the 90s, but she does say that she struggled with the choice to stay or leave and
ultimately stayed because she did love him - and then she writes about how moved she was, when before one
of her speeches, he said, to everyone, "I married my best friend."

But what really got me was how much she clearly loves the U.S. Her willingness to sit down and listen to
everyone - even the people who hate her, protest her, and threaten her - and hear their stories, and try to find
a way to make things work really got me. I'm sure her critics will say, in the immortal words of Joe Biden,
that that's all a "bunch of malarkey," but I have a pretty good BS detector and it's hard to fake sincerity and
passion - at least with the fervor that Ms. Clinton displays here. She seems genuinely saddened to have failed
Middle America, and her inability to address their concerns properly. She acknowledges her privilege, and
how diligently she has worked to try to understand what it is like, being unable to provide for your children
while living paycheck to paycheck. She wanted to bring jobs back to the U.S., was supportive of Black Lives
Matter, and wanted to create better relationships between minorities and the police in high-crime areas. She
was constantly looking for solutions and successful ways to implement them.

I cried several times while reading this book. Her anger at the roles that racism and sexism played in the
election; her frustration at coming so close - twice - and failing each time; her fear for the future, not just for
our country but for our allies; and the deep and personal responsibility she feels towards all the people who
gave their all to see her get elected and felt that failure right alongside her. In many ways, Hillary reminds
me of my own mother, who I love so much. Seeing Hillary fail was like seeing someone I cared deeply about
fail. Her failure got me more engaged in politics, so I could learn more and become more informed, and help
others become more informed because in our current political climate "fake news" has become synonymous
with "news I don't like that I'm going to pretend isn't real because I'm a jerk who likes to live in an alternative
facts-ridden landscape."



I've noticed some concern from the Bernie Bros that this book basically blames them for Trump's election.
And while I think that it is at least partly your fault if you either a) lived in a swing state and didn't vote, or b)
lived in a swing state and voted for a third party to "stick it to the man," Clinton is much more generous and
diplomatic about it (which is why she was able to come so close to winning president-elect, and I will never
be running for office). She does suggest that third parties played a role in Trump's victory (though she seems
to blame Jill Stein for this more than Sanders), but she also acknowledges Bernie's (admittedly tardy)
concession and support of her campaign. She also points out why he was so much more popular with
reluctant voters: marketability. His statements were full of panache and sounded good in a microphone. I was
Hillary from day one, but even I could admit that Bernie sounded good. He just didn't seem to have a solid
plan. Hillary did have solid plans, many of them, but it's hard to compress intelligent, thoughtful ideas down
to a sound bite. And of course, there's also the fact that Hillary is a woman, whereas Bernie is a man, and our
country, which is so advanced in some ways, can be rather outmoded when it comes to the role women play
in various leadership roles - particularly those of the political or corporate variety.

Someone asked why so many men hated Hillary under the questions for this book, and this is what I
responded with: "I think [men hate Hillary Clinton] because there are a lot of gender biases coded into
society. We're taught- implicitly or explicitly, and from a young age- that women are not supposed to be
loud, aggressive, brash, dominant, confident, or forceful. Hillary is all these things, for better or for worse,
and that threatens the status quo. Anything that threatens the status quo is going to be rallied against by
people who have a stake in the system staying the way it is."

If you're interested, Vox did a lengthy interview with Hillary that relates tangentially to this book. I
recommend it. She details a lot of her policies and it gives great insight into what she's like.

Lastly, I just want to issue a caveat: this is a review, and not an invitation to a debate. I don't want to debate.
I sat through way too many debates already in the last two years, and I've heard all the arguments before.
When I was younger, yeah, I loved arguing on the internet, but now I think it's a waste of time. It's not going
to change anyone's mind and it's only going to sow discord. You're welcome to write all the anti-Hillary stuff
you want in your own review space, but if you post it here, I'll delete your comments, and if you do it again
after I delete it, I'll block you.

That said, I heartily encourage anyone with an open mind to read this book. She was brave to open her heart
and share her story, when there are so many people who are so eager to tear her down.

5 stars



Erin says

I ended up liking What Happened more than I thought I would. I thought it would be boring because quite
frankly I find Hillary Clinton to be boring. I wasn't though, it was surprisingly entertaining and made me like
her a little more. She spends way more time talking about her family, friends, and upbringing, than about the
most shocking and upsetting political loss in history. I personally think Hillary Clinton is leading a far more
full life than had she been elected. The American people are worse off but Hillary is fine.

Full Disclosure: I voted for her. I'm a black woman so Why in HELL would I vote a racist?

I voted for her because there was no other choice. I'm happy I voted for her and everyday I feel better about
my vote.

I'm not going to recommend this book to anyone because I find its hard to find people who don't already
have a preconceived notion about Hillary or any politician. I don't really understand why someone who hates
Hillary would read this, unless they just enjoy being mad. At the end of the day Hillary is rich and has really
great health insurance. Do you?

Nasty Lady MJ says

Note, I'm leaving the original pre-review below the actual review.

Disclaimer: I voted for Hillary Clinton in both of her presidential campaigns, and I’d vote for her again in a
damn heart beat. So, yeah…obviously, this is not going to bash her. And before you mansplain that I didn’t
do my research on her, I’ll have you know that I did PLENTY. I just, you know, didn’t get my news from
Info Wars or Facebook.

Oh, also if you decide to troll on this review your comment is never going to get to see the light of daylight
(or if you post junk on my GoodReads review of this you’ll her blocked and deleted). And don’t think you’re
going to get a rise out of me, I’ll just be laughing as I block and delete because it makes it easier to know
who to avoid.

Okay, that aside. I will say right away that I’ve always considered HRC to be a role model. A lot of the
choices I have made in my career have been influenced by her, and I try to live up by the motto that she
refers a lot to in this book, “Do all the good you can, for all the people you can, in all the ways you can, as
long as ever you can.” The quotes actually a product of Hillary’s Methodist and I’m Catholic but it has really
influenced a lot of my decisions. And Hillary Clinton has made the path forward a little bit easier for
professional women going forward, and she needs to be given praise for that.

The book (obviously) deals with her run for president. It was an enthralling read. A bit bittersweet,
melancholy, and desperately needed. When I finished reading it, I did feel like the country would eventually
be okay. Though, now as I write this review watching the latest Trump-catastrophes that are airing on
MSNBC that feeling is quickly disintegrating. I think what I liked best about this book was how relatable I
found Hillary in the pages.



Hillary Clinton relatable? I know a lot of people are laughing at that. And I’ll probably get some flak for that
remark, but as a professional woman reading about Hillary’s own struggles with misogyny I found myself
nodding my head throughout the pages. It’s amazing that the struggles she faced at the beginning of her
career are similar to struggles that I’ve experienced in my own. One of the many reasons, why she will
always be a feminist icon.

The tone of the book has almost a blunt quality about it. And I loved it. She doesn’t waffle around subjects.
She depicts the election for what it was. She takes blame for her own mistakes (think the comment on coal
miners) but also states the very obvious that there were a lot of outside factors that contribute to her loss and
the idiot we now have as president. Honestly, her tone reminds me a lot of my sister which is bonus points
for her. It’s also interesting to note, that a lot of people don’t like my sister because she’s direct…funny, how
being direct is considered a plus when you have a penis and not a vagina.

There is also an intimate quality to the book. Hillary talks about her personal life: Bill, Chelsea, the
grandkids, her friends, even the dogs. We also learn what she likes to eat for breakfast and what’s on her
DVR (though, if you read any of those stupid emails you’d know she watched The Good Wife, so it’s not
really that big of a spoiler, but apparently Bill likes NCIS: LA). It also dives into some of the darker
emotions that she experienced after the election, and the hope she has for the future. You also see her disdain
for how the coverage was handled during the election and how Matt Laurer was pretty much an idiot
(Hillary, girl, I agree).

As much as this book is about Hillary and about the fallout of the disastrous election in 2016, the book also
touches on policy. Policy, oh lord, how I missed you.

I don’t know if I ever mentioned this to you guys, but I minored in political science during college, and that
in part made watching the whole mess of an election really hard for me. Even during the primaries it seemed
policy was overlooked (and yes, even the democratic primary).

Sure, St. Bernard promised the moon but he never explained how we were going to get there. Hillary clearly
had a plan of how she wanted to enact policies, and how she thought we could feasibly get there. Her website
was filled with them, and I always annoyed me how a certain idiotic morning news host with bad hair that
used to be B.F.F.’s with Donald Trump until he insulted his fiancee said she had no message. Because her
website was nothing but message after message.

But hey, ration was thrown away in this election. Especially the general election. In the later part of the book,
there are sections of this book that almost feel like they’re written as an indictment against Russia,
Wikileaks, the media and in part to Comey for what they did to unravel the momentum that she had. And it’s
a damn it’s a beautiful written thing. Hate her all you want, but if it wasn’t for Comey’s interference the
media would’ve been talking about that damn bus and it’s more likely than not that pervert wouldn’t be
turning the White House not the Golden Showers House (God, I feel for whoever will be POTUS next,
they’ll have to fumigate the place).

Yeah, crude. But I really don’t care. Again, this is my review and I’m just sick of having to be the adult
while all the Trump, the Russian bots, trolls, Bernie supporters, etc. can act like the idiots they are.

Okay…back to the book. I think my overall thought when I closed this one is how much I missed Hillary and
what could’ve been. Even if she never runs for office again, I hope her voice continues to resonate. It also
makes me more energetic to keep on resisting, to fight the good fight.



Pre-Review Below:
Preordered and pre rating since I'm sure that Russian trolls and Trump-idiots are going to downrate it
(seriously, surprised so many Trump idiots can read).

Anyway, I so wish this woman would've been president. The US wouldn't currently be the laughing stock in
the world again and we wouldn't have the impending threat of a wee wee tape of POTUS being released to
the world (you know it's only a matter of time).

For those who say that Hillary didn't have a message she did. Her website was a wealth of knowledge of
policy and progressive ideas. She was the best candidate for president and it's only because of an antiquated
system that was created because of slavery and Russian meddling and GOP gerrymandering that she's not
POTUS today.

Bros, Russian bots, Trump idiots, mansplainers you will be blocked if you comment. And your
sanctimonious comments will be promptly deleted. I'm not in the mood at all to deal with your shit. You
have been warned. No go away.

Erik Hovland says

One star to offset those who have five starred to offset those who have one starred.

Nnedi says

I don't care what anyone says, this was a kick ASS read, hands down.

Stephanie *Very Stable Genius* says

I was hiking in the woods with Bogey, my dog, yesterday when I notice a woman with a familiar face
walking with her two dogs approaching me on the trail.... then I notice all the people in black meandering
through the woods around her, and it dawned on me....

"Hey Hillary! I can't believe it! What are you doing in Ohio? Are you getting a jump on 2020....doing a bit of
the old campaigning?" I asked. "I'm NEVER going through that again, I'm done being a candidate.....DONE!
I have a book tour stop nearby." at which point she pulled out a flask and a couple of glasses.

"Want a glass of chardonnay?" She asked me. "Um, yes....of course and I hope there's more where that came
from. Hell, Hill I'm putting Chardonnay in my morning smoothie, which consists of Chardonnay,
chardonnay, ice with a splash of vodka and a dash of protein powder ever since the Putin Puppet marionetted
his way into the white house. " I replied. She pours us both a glass and we sit on a nearby bench. "of course
there's more! The secret service not only protects me, they carry some backup as well." she said with a grin.
"I'm sorry, but I didn't get your name." "Oh sorry, I'm Stephanie." We shake hands. "It's nice to meet you
Stephanie."

"I read your book, What Happened, and I read that you like the Chardonnay." I said, "I like chardonnay



almost as much as Bill likes balloons!" She said, and we chuckle and chuckle.... then we sit in silence as we
stare off into space for a good long while.

"So....Hill..... What in the hell happened?" I ask and she drops her head down and slowly shakes it back and
forth, picks it up and takes a drink. "Well, it was a whole bunch of things Stephanie....you read the book...
Russia all out cyber attacked us, Putin hates me and the feeling is mutual; the Republican's are treasonous
bastards, Mitch was told of the cyber attack prior to the election and did absolutely nothing....party over
country; Comey stabbed me in the back with that ridiculous letter and for sure cost me the election;
propaganda from Fox and from Russian bots on facebook really hurt me...... I made mistakes with my
campaign and I take full responsibility for them, but that doesn't change the fact that I was also up against all
that other stuff and still I won the popular vote by over 3 million votes!"

"I'll drink to that!" I say and we clink glasses. "You got more votes than any other white man ever to have
run for the office...EVER....hick...! ***blurrp*** " So.... fuck the electoral college! What's their purpose
anyway if it's not to keep lunatic fascists out out of the white house?" I slur. "I'm pretty sure I heard
Alexander Hamilton sing about that fact....hick....ugh... and fuck all the people telling you to shut up and go
away. Don't go away."....*sniff*..."I'm not going anywhere." she smiles.

"Are you okay Stephanie?" she asks as she pours us another glass. "Sure...I'm fine...*burp* but would you be
so kind as to drop me off at my house? I think I'm done hiking for the day....Hey, aren't your two dogs Shih-
poos? Bogey here is a shih-poo.... hey we both have shih-poos ....aren't they the best dogs ever?!?" She
laughs "yes they are, Stephanie." She raises her glass and so do I "To the United States of America!" she
says..."To the United States of America.." and we finish our wine.

We make our way to the cars and get in...."Nice limo, Hill"....

I don't care if you don't like Hillary Clinton and she probably doesn't care either. She wrote this book for
those of us who wanted to hear 'what happened' from her perspective, the perspective of the winner. I highly
recommend this book, it's fascinating. Even if you don't like her, you'd probably would like her book.

That's all I have to say about that... unless there will be trolls to battle. Heh heh.... 3...2...1 and....

Malia says

A lot has been said and written about What Happened, and I won't add much more. What I will say is this: It
is not a book by an angry, bitter, "nasty" woman. People have very strong feelings about Hillary Clinton.
Some will be happy to bash this book - often without having read it - as a self-indulgent tome by a woman
who cannot be a good loser. It is not. The book is about her loss, yes, how could it not be, and her
bewilderment, sadness and regret. There is some blame, but not only on others. She tells her story, which
does not only encompass the past two years. Anecdotes of her family, her colleagues, her professional and
personal existence make What Happened a book about a life, not only a campaign. She focuses on people
and her achievements and goals, which highlights how incredibly qualified she would have been and
provides a stark contrast to the current president. Some say Clinton should fade away, be quiet, accept her
defeat. The latter she is forced to do, but not the former. She lost the electoral vote, yes, but she gained the
title of the first woman who even came close to attaining the US presidency. As much as she may have riled
some, she inspired many others.
And for what it is worth, I'm still with her.
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Charles says

She could easily say, "I ran a poor campaign. I failed to connect with voters and I lost." Instead, we get page
after page of excuses. Most disappointing!

Susanne Strong says

5 Stars.
An Incredibly Emotional Memoir. I laughed, I cried (a lot) and I also smiled quite a bit. What can I say -
except that I am Still with Her.

First, I had the honor of meeting Secretary Clinton (and her aide Huma Abedin) at HRC’s book signing last
Saturday, September 16, 2017, in Brookfield, CT. I shook her hand and thanked her for her service to this
country. It was one of the most incredible experiences of my life and I will never forget it. That being said,
obviously by my reading this, it’s pretty clear where I stand. However - I have no interest in getting into a
political discussion with anyone over my review of this memoir - which is something I love about Goodreads
- as it tends to stay above the political fray - so please don’t bring the negativity here.

In “What Happened” - Hillary Clinton chronicles her life, (including her childhood, her marriage and her
career) and then explains what she believes happened in the 2016 election against Trump, including internal
and external factors. She speaks of how she prepared for each debate and verbalizes what she thinks about
Trump and the loss of the election and how it all affected her. And she does so in great detail.

What stood out for me was how personal the book was - I felt like HRC was talking to me. What I will say is
this: she is in fact a real person (she reads mystery novels, does yoga and drinks Chardonnay). Secretary
Clinton has quite the sense of humor. I laughed out loud quite a bit. As was expected, it was also quite
emotional. At times, I cried. Her loss is felt deeply within these pages.

That being said, there is hope. In the words of Andra Day, one of my favorite singer songwriters (who is
apparently one of Secretary Clinton’s as well):
“And I'll rise up
I'll rise like the day
I'll rise up
I'll rise unafraid
I'll rise up
And I'll do it a thousand times again…”

I both read and listened to the audiobook of HRC’s memoir (simply because Hillary Rodman Clinton
narrated it herself). Like I said, it felt like Secretary Clinton was talking to me, sitting in my living room - as
if we were having a glass of wine and she was telling me her story. Having actually met her in person made
that a little easier to imagine. Though right now the future seems bleak, I have hope that someday somehow
that glass ceiling will break and that it will be because of HRC. And we will go Onward Together.
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Elyse says

There are already zillions of reviews....and it took me forever to get this book from the library... ( ebook) ...
I’m still on the waitlist for the Audiobook.

Here are a few of my ‘LATE-TO-THE-PARTY’ THOUGHTS....

It must be very odd for Hillary... “being in her shoes”..
Her conflicting feelings must be an ongoing ongoing ongoing-basically never ending conflict!!! Happy if
Trump is failing?/! yet crazy worried for Americans and the world at large.

I really enjoyed reading this book. Hilary was real.

I shared Hilary’s anger when after the election many people ( young women mostly) said they were so sorry
they didn’t do more - they didn’t even vote.
Hilary was thinking ...( but didn’t say )..
“YOU WANT ME TO FEEL SORRY FOR YOU”....for not voting?
As it turns out - would it have made any difference anyway? She won the popular vote. Something is so
wrong with this system today!!!

I also share the same thoughts as Hilary when she said ....
“As an American I’m worried about our country, as for me, I’m doing ok”.

Maybe I was late to the party, but this book was still worth reading!!!!!

hayden says

this is my hundredth book read this year! congrats, self!

edit:
i would like to add that one of the very first lines in the book, in the author's note, is,  "i've tried to learn
from my own mistakes. there are plenty, as you'll see in this book, and they are mine and mine alone."  so
enough with the "she's just going to blame everyone else!!!!!!1" nonsense.

• • •

prior to reading, i five-starred this book to offset idiots leaving one-star ratings

Emily May says



For the record, it hurts to be torn apart.

I doubt I will go into too much depth about this book. I figure that most people fall into one of two groups -
those who already know about and agree on the political aspects of What Happened, and those who will
refuse to read it on principle (and may hate me on principle just for giving it a high rating).

As expected, it covers the events leading up to, during, and after the 2016 election. Hillary talks policy issues
inc. immigration, gun control and police shootings (view spoiler), theories on her loss, and the problems
America faces. She talks about her experiences as a woman in politics and I felt my heart break all over
again at the deep sorrow she feels about letting so many down, especially the young women who saw her as
a symbol of what they could achieve.

But - and I'm sure haters will just hear "blah blah blah" when I say this - what touched me most was the
personal nature of What Happened. Politics is only a part of this book. A whole other part is about family,
friendship and self care after a brutal and humiliating public defeat. This is not Hillary rising from the ashes
and raining curses down on her opponents; it's a story of bitter disappointment and, ultimately, hope for
something better.

Blog | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | Youtube

Larry H says

"Losing is hard for everyone, but losing a race you thought you would win is devastating."

I was one of many Americans watching the 2016 presidential election results come in, feeling shock,
disbelief, horror, and utter disappointment as the realization that Hillary Clinton had been defeated began to
sink in. I really thought, despite the last-minute bombshell dropped by now-former FBI Director James
Comey regarding her emails, that she'd be able to prevail.

I honestly believed, as did Clinton and her staff, as well as polling organizations, political experts, and many
media outlets, that despite the concerns so many had expressed about her character and her lack of
trustworthiness, the idea of electing a person who had never held public office, one who (at least to me)
clearly was unprepared for the presidency, would finally persuade people to cast their votes for Clinton.

As we know, the polls and many political experts and others were wrong, and Trump is now president. There
were a lot of factors contributing to his victory—the never-ending email scandal being one significant
one—but I still found it hard to understand just how a woman I felt was perhaps the most qualified individual
ever to run for president could be defeated. (And as hard as it was for me and so many of Clinton's
supporters to understand, I could only imagine how she must have felt!

 What Happened  is not only a powerful, first-hand account of the 2016 election and its aftermath from
Clinton's viewpoint, but it's also a candid look at what convinced her to run for president again after losing
the Democratic nomination to Barack Obama. It's also an in-depth glimpse into Hillary the candidate, Hillary
the former First Lady and dedicated public servant, Hillary the mother, wife, and daughter, Hillary the friend,
and Hillary the person.

"I wear my composure like a suit of armor, for better or worse. In some ways, it felt like I had been training



for this latest feat of self-control for decades."

While the book does tread on some familiar territory, it's pretty candid in sharing things you probably didn't
know about Clinton. Not only does she share the emotion, despair, disappointment, and frustration she felt
when she lost, but she also shares how she felt being vilified as horribly as she was during the campaign,
going from being the most-admired woman in America when she left her position as Secretary of State to
being followed by people chanting "Lock her up" and pictures of her in prison clothes. She doesn't go into
great depth about the challenges to her marriage through the years, but she does touch on the struggles she
had, and how she addressed her questions and her fears.

Some have questioned why Clinton wrote this book, and immediately assumed she would point fingers at
everyone other than herself as factors contributing to her defeat. While she does discuss the impact of many
factors—from Bernie Sanders and Jill Stein's participation in the 2016 race to the imbalanced media
coverage she received, as well as Trump's oversized persona—she reserves the largest amount of blame for
herself.

"On the campaign trail, I offered ideas that I believed would address many of the underlying causes of
discontent and help make life better for all Americans. But I couldn't—and wouldn't—compete to stoke
people's rage and resentment. I think that's dangerous. It helps leaders who want to take advantage of that
rage to hurt people rather than help them. Besides, it's just not how I'm wired. Maybe that's why Trump was
now delivering the inaugural address and I was sitting in the crowd."

At times, the book gets a little too in-depth in areas of policy, as Clinton shares those issues which are most
important to her and how she feels America could move forward. She also discusses areas she believes
Democrats need to focus on in upcoming elections if they want to be successful.

But what makes  What Happened  so good is the raw emotion Clinton imbues it with. I read the book, I
didn't listen to the audio version, but I could still hear her voice narrating it, and there were times when the
things she said really choked me up. I can't imagine what it must be like to come so close to achieving a goal
you spent nearly eight years of your life tirelessly pursuing, not to mention the disappointment you felt about
letting your supporters down, but this book evoked those emotions so powerfully. She also wasn't afraid to
show glimpses of her sense of humor and the generosity of her spirit.

I remember how disappointed I felt the night the election results came in, how I struggled to reconcile the
country Trump and his supporters saw from the one I did. But if Hillary Clinton can persevere, I know I can.

"Things are going to be hard for a long time. But we are going to be okay. All of us."

See all of my reviews at http://itseithersadnessoreuphoria.blo....


