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New York Times bestselling author Deborah Bedford sweeps readers into this compelling drama with her
trademark style of beautiful, lyrical writing. Since her divorce from Eric, Hilary has done everything she can
to control life for herself and her son. Beneath a calm surface, she is terrified of failing Seth. She's worked
hard to raise him on her own, and she's succeeded--he's now set to graduate from high school and enroll at
the University of Illinois with a full scholarship.

But Hilary's worst fears are realized when there is a rock-climbing accident at a post-graduation campout. A
young girl is hurt, and Seth is arrested. Pamela, Eric's new wife and Seth's stepmother, blames Hilary for
letting Scott go to the campout in the first place. With Seth's college scholarship now just a distant memory
and his entire future at stake, the two women must come together for Seth's sake.

Is Hilary's love strong enough to save her son and release him to her ex-husband's other wife?
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From Reader Review His Other Wife for online ebook

Grace says

Christian book series book. Started good, but then got a little too sugary

Since her divorce from Eric, Hilary has done everything she can to control life for herself and her son.
Beneath a calm surface, she is terrified of failing Seth. She's worked hard to raise him on her own, and she's
succeeded—he's now set to graduate from high school and enroll at the University of Illinois with a full
scholarship.

But Hilary's worst fears are realized when there is a rock-climbing accident at a post-graduation campout. A
young girl is hurt, and Seth is arrested. Pamela, Eric's new wife and Seth's stepmother, blames Hilary for
letting Scott go to the campout in the first place. With Seth's college scholarship now just a distant memory
and his entire future at stake, the two women must come together for Seth's sake.

.

Maureen Timerman says

As the title suggests there has been a divorce. Hillary has put her whole life into raising Seth, and he knows
it. Seth is just graduating from High School, and has his whole life ahead of him. Seth makes a decision and
Hillary agrees, only it is a very bad decision that is life changing.
Her ex husband and his new wife and family are in town to share in the joy of the graduation....then the
tragedy happens. Will the two families be able to come together in order to focus on what is important?
I don't know if I could be a generous as Hillary...she opened her home to Eric and his family. I know it is a
celebration, but letting the other woman in her home?
This story is a great is a great lesson of letting go and letting God be in control. It will make you angry, sad,
and joyful! The story itself is loosely based on Hannah of the Bible.
Disclosure of Material Connection: I received this book free from Hatchett Book Group. I was not required
to write a positive review. The opinions I have expressed are my own. I am disclosing this in accordance
with the Federal Trade Commission’s 16 CFR, Part 255: “Guides Concerning the Use of Endorsements and
Testimonials in Advertising.

Michele says

This book started out really good.. Then, it got boring!!!

Lydia (Overweight Bookshelf) says

First reviewed here: http://overweight-bookshelf.blogspot....



This poignantly and beautifully penned story examines the reality of life after divorce and demonstrates how
the journey of healing and forgiveness is an ongoing process. Hilary's story is one that many women can
relate to and become emotionally invested in.

This is not only a story about divorce and "the other woman"; it is a story about discovering your personal
worth in the eyes of God instead of in the eyes of the world. Hilary compares her worth as a wife and mother
to Pam's apparent success, and I think this is something that all women are guilty of. We always think that
someone has it more together or is doing something better than we are and determine our value through these
kinds of detrimental comparisons.

The character development in this story happened by layers, with new discoveries and developments at the
turn of each page. Deborah Bedford does not take the easy root to a happily ever after; instead she writes
about life in all of its complexity-the highs, the lows, and twists and turns, and the path yet traveled.

I have already passed this book on to two other women and they couldn't stop raving. I highly recommend
this book for book clubs or just as a conversation starter amongst girlfriends.

Rating: 9/10
**Review copy graciously provided by the author**

Sarah Buchanan says

(Spoilers here. I can't remember what is spoilers and what is not because I read this so long ago, but be
warned.)

I desperately wanted to like this book. The title was intriguing, the premise sounded really interesting, and as
I began to read it, I thought it would be a good read.

Unfortunately, this was before the main character ruined it for me.

OK, I get it. Her husband cheated on her and left her for another woman. OK, that sucks. A lot. But when
she's still whining about it six years later (or five years later. The timeframe changes), I wanted to slap her
and shake some sense into her.

She whines about how she resents the child produced by the marriage of her ex and his current wife and she
whines about how the wife is going to have another baby.

She refers to her ex's wife as his "new wife" (even though they've been married for 5 or 6 years) and as her
"husband's wife."

She ignores any good advice given by the current wife just because she can.

She treats her son like he's the one that's supposed to be taking care of her, and then tries to control the
information he gets when his classmate dies by. . .throwing his cell phone into a lake.

This woman is so needy and woe-is-me, it's really hard to feel even the least bit sorry for her.



The books is labeled as Christian fiction, but the only religion you can find in it is her muttered prayers when
she needs something, or when she finds herself in a hospital church during a particularly difficult moment.
She judges her ex's wife for calling herself a Christian after committing adultery, but she's really no better,
and it's an obvious instance of the pot calling the kettle black. There are more Christian overtones in the last
fifth of the book, but if it's Christian fiction you're looking for, this is too little, too late.

The protagonist also just looks for ways to be hateful to her ex's wife, and then when she reacts as anyone
would react to someone being hateful, she takes the haughty, self-indulgent route. Oh no. This woman could
NEVER be WRONG about anything, could she?

Yes. Yes she can. She's so wrapped up in her own little world that she doesn't allow anyone else's thoughts
or feelings to penetrate her bubble. She's just that self-centered.

What I will give this book is that it didn't go the route I expected it to with the accident. The girl dies, and is
not saved at the last minute by some miracle of God. I appreciated the realness in that.

Overall, though, I wanted to take the protagonist behind a shed and slap her across the face, and that ruined
what could have been a great book.

Sarah says

Well- the book was pretty good- except i had a real problem with the ending- it was to "perfect"- a real
woman who was divirced because her husband had an affair would not act as kindly to the whore- oops "new
wife"- as she did. It's like they all kissed and made up and became a big happy family. Yeah right.

I also felt no sympathy for Pam- the whore- because well- she's a homewrecker- i don't give a crap if she was
abused by her 1st husband and had a crappy childhood. It is NO EXCUSE for her sleeping with, getting
pregnant by- and stealing another woman's husband- all deliberately. She took advantage of a hard time in
the relationship- when his WIFE found out she couldn't have anymore kids- and purposely got pregnant in
order to steal another woman's husband. then she has the balls to come into Hillary's house- critique her
parenting- and Hillary herself. even going so far as to tell Hillary that she got pregnant and that is why Eric
left her. i wanted to hit her.

Eric- what positive thing can you say about a man who cheats on his wife for at least a year- purposely
dating another woman to get over the loss of not being able to have more kids with his wife. I know they say
"it just happened"- but yeah right. He's an ass. Then to top it all off- he moves across the country from his
SON- so he can make a family with this other woman- then tries to critique Hillary's parenting- when he
didn't even care about the son he did have- just about his whore he got knocked up and their new kid. I
would never have let him back into my house.

Hillary- she did the best she could- she was the total victim in this whole situation. And Seth was just being a
kid- one who made a huge mistake- drinking- and it had terrible consequences. I am glad that nothing terrible
happened to Seth- he didn't deserve it- he didn't do anything to Laura- she was the one that was too drunk to
make rational decisions. He was only trying to make her not drink and drive w/ his GF in the car.



Sally Ewan says

The title is a hint that the plot is loosely based on the story of Hannah, Samuel's mother, in the Bible. Her
husband Elkanah had another wife who was unkind to Hannah because she couldn't have a child. The
parallels are stretched in this story about a woman whose husband leaves her and their son for another
woman, marrying the woman and having a child with her. I didn't connect with any of the characters in this
story, and the section where the protagonist is crying out to God in prayer about a situation involving her
son, when another character accuses her of being drunk (another connection with the Biblical narrative), was
very forced. The 'faith' of this character was not very believable. She would toss out some prayers
periodically, but seemed to have little true intimacy with God. Give me a Jamie Langston Turner novel any
day!

Carly says

I have not had the pleasure of reading a book by Deborah Bedford before, but to say that reading His Other
Wife is a pleasure would be a huge understatement. This book was absolutely fantastic on so many different
levels.

The first thing that struck me about this book was simply the writing. Sometimes it takes me a little time to
get used to an author’s writing style, but not this time. I instantly responded to Deborah’s writing and
welcomed the experience of a story that sounded like it could have been heavy and a little tough to take.

Naturally, with writing as flawless as this, the story captured my attention right from the start and not one
moment passed through the entire book where I felt bored or where I felt the story was too heavy. There was
a lot of drama and a lot of painful history in this story, but Deborah skillfully avoided having “too much” at
any one time. The reader learns about each character and his or her issues slowly as the story unfolds just as
we would naturally learn about someone we would meet in real life. Watching Pam and Hilary both come to
terms with the situation they find themselves in and watching God take hold of Hilary’s heart was very
inspiring.

Some folks may find that the story wrapped up too neatly, and I must admit that I briefly felt that way. But,
after reflecting on it for a few minutes I think that was done intentionally by the author to show the reader
that once we surrender to God, things have a way of falling into place. For good or for bad, God takes care of
us if we let Him. That is the message Deborah was conveying throughout this story and she did it beautifully.

His Other Wife is one of those books that I didn’t just read. I savored it. I had certain expectations and each
of them were either met or exceeded. This book is going on my all-time favorites shelf and I will certainly be
reading more from Deborah. If you are looking for a story with a powerful message that will inspire you and
leave you feeling uplifted, I highly recommend His Other Wife.

Mary says

Ever since her divorce from her husband Eric, Hilary Myers has done everything within her power to control
life for herself and her son, Seth. Beneath a calm facade, she is terrified of in some way failing Seth. She has
struggled hard to raise him on her own, and she has succeeded - Seth is now set to graduate from high school



and enroll at the University of Illinois with a full scholarship.

But Hilary's worst fears are realized when there is a rock-climbing accident at a post-graduation campout. A
young girl is hurt, and Seth is arrested. Pamela, Eric's new wife and Seth's stepmother, blames Hilary for
allowing Seth to go on the campout in the first place. With Seth's college scholarship now just a distant
memory and his entire future at stake, the women must come together for Seth's sake.

Will Hilary's love for her son be strong enough for her to put aside her anger and bitterness against Pamela
and ultimately entrust Seth to her ex-husband's other wife? I really do enjoy books dealing with family
dynamics, especially families in crisis. This is contemporary fiction with a somewhat Christian theme - not
overbearingly so, in my opinion - but still strongly evident to me. I give this book an A+! and will certainly
be searching for more books by this author to read in the future.

Elizabeth of Silver's Reviews says

We have to talk...four words that as a rule aren't going to have an outcome of something one wants to hear.
That was the case for Hilary and Eric....he didn't love her anymore and was filing for a divorce. What about
Seth? Our son doesn't deserve this.

But, the divorce went through, Eric married Pam, and Hilary and Seth successfully made it through the year
his dad left when he was eight to his high school graduation. Everything was working out for Seth...he was a
football player, he was popular, and he had a full college scholarship.

Then on graduation night, disaster struck, and his life became shattered again just like when he was eight, but
only worse. Seth was unapproachable both physically and emotionally, and the only thing Hilary could do
was to pray for Seth's handling of the current crisis. After all, they had the best attorney in the city, and most
importantly she had God on her side.

The book was a good depiction of family life after a divorce and also a reminder of how things can change in
an instant and transform the entire scope of any situation. The book had a religious theme based on the story
of Hannah from the Bible, but it wasn't too evident or obvious. The focus was on the Wynn family and how
each member dealt with the tragedies their family was enduring as well as the tenderness between a mother
and her child.
I enjoyed the book. The author did a wonderful job of depicting emotions in tense situations and allowing the
reader to truly experience those emotions along with the characters. Have some tissues ready for the ending.

I originally was going to give it a 4/5 until the last few pages and then I bumped it up to a 5/5. The ending
was very heartwarming.

Misteeyed says

Skip this read.



Carrie Schuman says

Ugh...Christian Fiction is so not for me!

Mary Gramlich says

HIS OTHER WIFE written by Deborah Bedford
02/11 – FaithWords - Paperback, 320 pages

Never give up or give away your own true self

Hilary is a survivor and a fighter who knows the ups and downs life can throw at you and how to come back
from the brink of disaster. She thought she had a good marriage only to find out that her husband wanted a
great marriage to another woman. She believed her 18 year-old son was mature enough to make an adult
decision but learned that while she had raised him to have a head on his shoulders at times he didn’t want all
that bearing down directly on him. When Hillary’s husband moved out of their house and left a void as to
who should be the man she asked her young son to take on that role. She depended on him and at times relied
on him to help her fill the voids she had in her life without her husband.

All that pressure on her son was too much and Seth was a tornado of emotion. It all comes to a head one
night when a quick decision and poor judgment has him deciding to take a dare and not look back. Seth
wanted to be a kid like everyone else and enjoy life without the burden he bore as the son of divorced mother
but no one is listening to him when he talks.

Hilary’s life is changed again and never to be returned to the way it was but this time if she and her son get
out of this mess she has decided to move her life in another direction, one she is not clear on but one she will
be guided to walk down. Hillary knows it is a life where she may be on her own but not alone.
But even when Hilary is faced with disaster, crisis and her ex-husband’s new wife and family she still knows
that there is a power so much stronger that will guide her through the sadness and crisis. Hilary tries to move
past the hurt of what her ex-husband had done and draw him and his new family into her heart and let them
help her son heal from his mistake but can she, is she stronger enough to let go of the hurt and see past
problems to let them work together to find a resolution.

That which does not kill us makes us stronger but at times we all question whether God is paying attention or
has forgotten to help us with the cross we bear. But when you stop to hear the whisper in your ear that says
you are strong enough and you can get past this if you just don’t dictate what you need but appreciate what
you have.

Cafelilybookreviews says

I first discovered Deborah Bedford when I came across A Morning Like This. As soon as I saw her newest
title His Other Wife I was excited to read it, having enjoyed her other book so much. Deborah has a
wonderful gift of being able to take complex real-life situations that most readers can relate to and put them
into riveting novels.



Deborah wrote this story loosely based on the biblical story of Hannah. In this novel, Hilary Wynn is the
contemporary version of Hannah who experiences tragedy, loss and yearning in her personal life.

Hilary is a smart, energetic woman who little by little feels the life sucked out of her through various
hardships. Her world comes crashing down and she has to find the resolve to keep on living one day at a
time. Hilary endures the ultimate betrayal by her husband and ends up divorced. Just when she thinks she has
life under control, she then faces another devastating heartbreak when her 18-year-old son Seth is caught up
in a horrific accident on graduation night and arrested.

My heart ached for Hilary all the way through this book as she grieved first her marriage and then her son’s
mistakes. On top of everything else going on in her life Hilary has to come face to face with her ex-
husband’s new wife, who seems to enjoy flaunting her position of “his other wife” in Hilary’s face. For the
sake of her son Seth, Hilary grits her teeth and attempts to be civil towards Pam, whose presence is a
constant reminder of her marriage to Eric that failed.

As they all attempt to get along under one roof for the weekend of Seth’s graduation, Hilary is pushed to the
brink many times as she compares herself to Pam and second-guesses her decisions. Pam seems to be able to
give Eric everything Hilary wasn’t able to, including another child. Pam also seems to be competing for
Seth’s attention and Hilary feels threatened that her relationship with her son may be overshadowed by
Pam’s affections and ability to give him more material things. When tragedy strikes and Seth is arrested,
Hilary and Eric have to find a way to set their differences aside and unite as parents. Seth faces a murky
future and the possibility of prison time.

This story is a perfect example of the challenges that many blended families face, and how it takes time to
heal and move past heartaches and offenses. If you haven’t had the chance to read Deborah’s books, I highly
suggest starting with this one!

Ishanie says

Thanks goodreads for this great win! As soon as I get it and read it, I'll update my review!

***UPDATE***

After reading the summary on the back of this book, as a reminder of what it was about, I was very skeptical.
The book is in the Christian fiction genre and something I wouldn't ordinarily read. However, I started
reading it and could barely put it down. The story is a modern day version of Hannah which is a biblical
story. It wasn't until nearly the end of the novel, that the book was in any way religious because it never
pushed anything on the reader. I wanted to put that out there so some of you won't knock it immediately
because of its genre.

With all of that said, I found myself drawn in from the beginning. I really felt a connection with the main
character and her struggles as a wife, a mother and a woman. Her love for her son, makes the reader feel love
for him as well as love for her. Very well written and I would be glad to read another one of this author's
books! Thanks again goodreads!!!




