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In the seemingly ordinary Amish home of Grace Byler, secrets abound. Why does her mother weep in the
night? Why does her father refuse to admit something is dreadfully wrong? Then, in one startling moment,
everything Grace assumed she knew is shattered. Her mother's disappearance leaves Grace reeling and
unable to keep her betrothal promise to her long-time beau. Left to pick up the pieces of her life, Grace
questions al she has been taught about love, family, and commitment.

Heather Nelson is an English grad student, stunned by a doctor's diagnosis. Surely fate would not alow her
father to lose his only daughter after the death of hiswife afew years before. In denial and telling no one she
isterminally ill, Heather travels to Lancaster County--the last place she and her mother had visited together.
Will Heather find healing for body and spirit?

Asthelives of four wounded souls begin to weave together like an Amish patchwork quilt, they each
discover missing pieces of their life puzzles--and glimpse the merciful and loving hand of God.
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From Reader Review The Secret for online ebook

Wulfwyn says

| like Beverly Lewis. | have never been disappointed by her. | liked the charactersin this book and the plots.
| was surprised, (happily), by her portrayal of the men in the community. The book doesn't really "wrap up"
asit isaseries book so be prepared for that. The pace was a bit low but for me that worked. | tend to read
this genre after reading zombie books and | need the slow pace. haha. | like the values that are in the book
and the way they hold up in today's world. Being a good person is something most people want to be. | do
like how the author takes problems that can be viewed as society issues of the modern world and places them
in the Amish community. | think sometimes we forget that those issues can be found in their community too.
No oneis perfect and these stories bring that to light. The author does an excellent job with keeping the
values of that community in mind when solving the issues. | really like how she tends to show that we can
each learn from the other and that neither world is horrible or perfect. | would recommend the book as a
relaxing read.

Lindsey (Booksfor Christian Girls) says

About this book:

“In the seemingly ordinary Amish home of Grace Byler, secrets abound. Why does her mother weep in the
night? Why does her father refuse to admit something is dreadfully wrong? Then, in one startling moment,
everything Grace assumed she knew is shattered. Her mother's disappearance leaves Grace redling and
unable to keep her betrothal promise to her long-time beau. Left to pick up the pieces of her life, Grace
guestions all she has been taught about love, family, and commitment.

Heather Nelson is an English grad student, stunned by a doctor's diagnosis. Surely fate would not allow her
father to lose his only daughter after the death of hiswife afew years before. In denia and telling no one she
isterminally ill, Heather travelsto Lancaster County--the last place she and her mother had visited together.
Will Heather find healing for body and spirit?

Asthelives of four wounded souls begin to weave together like an Amish patchwork quilt, they each
discover missing pieces of their life puzzles--and glimpse the merciful and loving hand of God.”

Series: “ Seasons of Grace” book #1

Spiritual Content- Psalm 42:8; Other Scriptures are quoted; Prayers are said & Blessings over food are said;
Talks about God and His Will.

Negative Content- N/A

Sexual Content- A baby was/is born out of wedlock; Judah says Lettie and his love brought four kids.



-Grace Byler
-Heather Nelson

P.O.V. switches between them, Lettie, Judah, Jakob, Adah & Martin
362 pages

~k Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk k kL Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk kL ke kL kK

It took me about half the book just to really get into the story, that’ s the only thing | didn’t like out of this
story. All throughout “ The Secret” | kept trying to figure out who was who and who was married to who. But
| gotit. :)

Come back Monday for our countdown to see another review!

*BFCG may (Read the review to see) recommend this book by this author. It does not mean | recommend all
the books by this author.

Janice says

| have read thisin book form some years ago but have just re-read it on the Kindle
Itisarealy good book but you do need to read the series & in order to follow the story

Would recommend this book
Hugs Janice

L oraine says

SUMMARY:: In the seemingly ordinary Amish home of Grace Byler, secrets abound. Why does her mother
weep in the night? Why does her father refuse to admit something is dreadfully wrong? Then, in one startling
moment, everything Grace assumed she knew is shattered. Her mother's disappearance leaves Grace reeling
and unable to keep her betrothal promise to her longtime beau. Left to pick up the pieces of her life, Grace
guestions all she has been taught about love, family, and commitment. Heather Nelson is an English grad
student, stunned by a doctor's diagnosis. Surely fate would not alow her father to lose his only daughter after
the death of hiswife afew years before. In denial and telling no one sheisterminally ill, Heather travelsto
Lancaster County the last place she and her mother had visited together. Will Heather find healing for body
and spirit? Asthe lives of four wounded souls begin to weave together like an Amish patchwork quilt, they
each discover missing pieces of their life puzzles and glimpse the merciful and loving hand of God.

REVIEW: | read so many Amish bookswhen | first started reading Christian fiction and became bored with
them because they were so formulaic. | have to say this takes me back to my boredom. | finished the book



this morning and asked myself: how did | manage to finish this as it moved at an " Amish buggy pace" and
the characters certainly didn't capture my attention. Also asthe first book in the seriesit didn't finish any of
the storylines so again wondered why | read it. Beverly Lewis has some outstanding books but didn't find
this one at the same level.

Brenda says

It was hard to get into this story. Asafan of Beverly Lewis| have to admit thisis not her best book series. It
has all the great Amish lifestylesthat | am used to, with afew changes, like gas ranges, living within walking
distance of the Englishers, telephones are not hard to find, though they are not in every home, oneisin a
shanty and a few businesses have them.

The story is about ayoung girl, Grace, who notices her mom acting strange, living the home in the middle of
the night. The strange behavior culminates to a pivotal moment, night of Grace's 20th birthday, after
everyone is asleep, Grace's mom Lettie, callsfor acab and |eaves!

The story revolves around the painful aftermath of Lettie leaving, the scandal rocks the little Amish
community. So many things happen, from Grace breaking her engagement to her Father Judah collapsing
from exhaustion. Rumors about another man start floating around and the family must deal with this aswell
as the pain of missing Lettie, especialy Grace, who now has to take over as "mom" in several ways, mostly
the cooking and cleaning, but that is on top of her chores.

Also thereis a English girl, Heather, who decides to spend 3 monthsin Amish country after finding out she
has cancer. Will her search for a natural cure be found there?

Lettie travelsto Ohio in search of her first love Samuel, she has something she needsto tell him and she
walked away from her family to do so. It's a secret that |eaves the reader stunned.

L ettie misses her family and doubts her reasons for leaving, even though she fedl's the need to make this
journey. She comes of as someone very pained, but also very selfish, sheisthinking of her pain, not the pain
she left to her 4 children and her husband, who refuses to go find her because he wants her to come back on
her own, because she loves him..

I am looking forward to seeing how this plays out in book two of the series

Margaret Chind says

| am taking out the book mark at page 265. | just cannot continue. Nothing pleasant has happened so far in
the entire more than two hundred and fifty pages minus one paragraph. Many things are going on, yet every
single oneis depressing with no reprieve. | have read a handful of reviews so far that love the story and the
presentation of the Amish lives through the novel. This book for me just is not happening.

In the past, | have read several titles by Beverly Lewis and loved them. Thisoneisjust dull and bland and |
cannot continue it. There are too many dozens of books to be read. | spent three days and more pages and
effort than | should have. Some aready have, and some will love this book, but | do not and | do not
recommend it. It could turn around, but you need some relief in the hours of depression and pain and this so
far has not had it.




Anne says

While this genre was definitely a new experience for me, it reminded me alot of my mother's old teenage
books about young women in the first half of the 20th century: religious livesin remote villages, houses
without electricity, household chores filling up most of the day.

It felt like awarm bath of donkey milk, even though donkeys were about the only farm animal s that weren't
mentioned in the book. | loved reading it before going to bed, because of the simplistic coziness that Amish
life apparently has to offer. Fantasizing about making my own quilt and going to sleep under it during a
harsh winter.

I'm not avery religious person, so those aspects didn't really appeal that much to me, yet | haveto say | DID
feel morally virtuous while reading it. Lord knows (no pun intended)!

Now asfor the story in itself, 300 pages of waiting for a secret to be revealed and then it turns out to be
something meh. Like, come on, | was expecting a bloodsucking goat cult-something, but maybe that says
more about what 1'm generally reading about than anything else. Either way, the ending sucked. Big time.

Y ou focus the entire story on this thing and then at first, you get adull explanation, followed by...the
Acknowledgements. Wait, WHAT?! It'sathrilogy? With the biggest mystery being of equal excitement as
my dog's farts?!

| really hoped to give thisone at least 3 stars, because:

1. The previously mentioned feeling of coziness

2. The writing style, which was very catchy and kept me going even though nothing happened

3. The abundancy of food references: | think pretty much 98% of the total number of pages has some sort of
homemade delicacy involved, which just made me go Y UM! Eating chocolate waffles under my homemade
quilt!

Sadly, the ending, but also the last quarter of the book where | ALMOST started skimming my way through
to some actiony bits, made me unable to give it more than an 'OK". Still, if you like reading about the Amish
lifestyle or want something in which absolutely nothing happens, so you can read it before going to bed, this
isthe book for you.

EDIT 7/7/2014:

| realised | was being too harsh last night on the part of 'nothing happens. Even though it wasn't very
eventful, stuff did happen and | noticed this morning that | was wondering where the Heather-storyline
would take us in the next book. And who Grace is going to end up with. So who knows, maybe I'm going to
read part 2 some day when I'm out of other books to read.

Rachel Brand says

Although Beverly Lewiswas one of the first Amish authors | read, back in 2009, | haven't been terribly
impressed with her latest books (The Fiddler & The Bridesmaid) and was alittle unsure about reading this
one. Until | started reading, | wasn't sure if Beverly's standards were dlipping, or if | just no longer enjoyed



her style of writing.

Thankfully, The Secret was more well well-written and compelling than some of Beverly's more recent
novels. It bore all the trademarks of her earlier works--secrets hidden for decades, dysfunctional families,
unrequited love, interfering ministers. The best way | can think to describe this book isthat it's "typical
Beverly Lewis", which was encouraging after my last two disappointing reads from her.

That said, | didn't love this book. While it was a quick and easy read that sucked me in and made me wonder
what the hidden secret was, it didn't have that extra factor that pushed it into the "loved it" category. It was
well-written, with alittle bit of suspense and plenty of intriguing characters, and | definitely enjoyed this
book and will be moving on to the next instalment in the series soon. But | just didn't loveit. I'm not sureif it
was missing anything, or if my taste hasjust changed enough that Beverly Lewisis no longer one of my
favourite authors.

If you're looking for atypical Beverly Lewis novel, thisone will definitely satisfy. It definitely kept my
attention and made for an intriguing, compelling read. I'm looking forward to finding out what happens next
in the series. 3.5*

Amanda says

The Secret by Beverly Lewisisthe first Amish fiction book I've read. I've been interested in the Amish
lifestyle since | was akid and it was interesting to get a glimpse of day-to-day life in Lancaster County by
reading this book.

Since | read for pleasure, | tend to enjoy books that give me a happy feeling inside. This book deals with a
mother abandoning her family (temporarily?) because of a secret she's kept from even her closest friends,
two broken engagements and a young girl receiving a cancer diagnoses less than two years after her mother
passed away from the same disease. | held out for a happy ending but | was disappointed to learn | would
have to read the next two books for any glimpse of happiness. It wasn't quite the pick-me-up | looking for
and it's not worth the $20-ish dollars it would cost to purchase the next two books to see what happens next.

This book is free on the Amazon Kindle as of the date of this review.

Tasha enderby says

Okay so | am an Amish nut, | just love the simplicity and the pensyvania dutch they speak. Now that | livein
Germany sounding out the words in the book is so much easier and | reconize afew and that makesit fun to
relate to. This story was unlike any other | have read of Beverly Lewis, the secrets of a mother leave her
family lost and abandoned as she searches for a child she gave up for adoption. Thisisastory of how loveis
not afeeling but a choice and you can choose to be happy where God has put you even if the feelings of love
never come. | needed message in my heart and | needed to face some questions the mother in this book faces
like, could | really leave my family in search of who | am? | can't wait to read the second book | am sure it
answers al the questions left opened.




Lynda says

Having just finished atriology by Beverly Lewis prior to starting this book, | was ready for the end that isn't
an ending. If | did not have the next two books, | would most unhappy to have to WAIT to find out what is
going to happen.

Asusual, | enjoy her writing. You don't find "typos’, misused works, poor grammar, etc. in Beverly Lewis
books.

This story has multiple major characters. But since it takes three full books to fully tell the story, we as
readers are given lots of opportunities to learn each character. Do we know of anyone close to us that
NEVER redly says much? Never says"l love you" or "thank you"? If you do, doesit ever feel like that if
you disappeared it wouldn't matter much? That's our "father" character. Turns out he feels deeply -- but no
one would ever know it. Including his wife.

Now it wasn't much or a stretch for me to IMAGINE why L ettie takes off with no warning and only a note to
her daughter. She leaves during lambing season -- and their income is from sheep. | hopeto find out if I'm

right in Book 2, "The Telling". (Later edited... "The Telling" is#3.

Then there's the daughter -- anice Amish woman who is 21 or isjust turning 21. That's amost "old maid".
She steps up to taking care of the family & the home when mom takes off. | do wish | liked her a bit better.

Then there is an English woman named Heather who sees a doctor and does not get good news. Sheis still
reeling from her mother's death & now...

Heather ends up in Amish country. She of course will have interactions with Lettie's family.

| dare not say much because | do not want to post any spoilers. Thus far I'm enjoying this series. Aslong as
you understand you will not be reading one book but three to get the entire story -- it's quite a good book.

Tarmia says

Thisisagenre | have never read before (apart from a Jodi Picoult novel, Plain Truth). It pulled mein from
the beginning but the pay-off was anti-climatic. | had alot of unanswered question, but | suppose | will just
have to read the rest of the story!

Holly (2 Kidsand Tired) says

The first book in the Seasons of Grace series. | loved Beverly Lewis Daughters of Abram series. So, | had
high hopes for this one, and while | didn't hateit, | didn't loveit. Like the title states, thisis anovel full of
secrets and questions.

The story revolves around the Byler family. Mother Lettie is haunted by secrets from her past, father Judah
struggles with his wife's discontent and is unable to do anything about it, daughter Grace worries for her
family and wishes for her own marriage. A young Englisher, Heather, comes to Amish country to get away



from her own terminal diagnosis.

Lettie's depression and regret cause her to leave her family behind as she searches for answers. Gracetriesto
pick up the pieces and keep her family together as they move through their own anger and frustration at

L ettie's abandonment. Grace is recently betrothed, but finds herself doubting her decision to marry Henry.
Here asin most Lewis novels, we learn about the ways and beliefs of the Amish people. The brethren of this
novel were much more compassionate than those in some of her others,

This book started out slowly and, at one point, | was tempted to simply start skimming so | could review it
and move on to other books. However, | am glad | read the whole thing: the characters are fairly well
developed and, for the most part, likable. | am curious as to how Heather's story will play out, because she
seemed to be dropped into the book with no point or purpose. | do want to read the rest of the series.

| wish | could giveit 2 1/2 stars.

Debbie Phillips says

Very good. Took me longer to read than | would have liked. | have been lazy about reading this summer. The
story was very well written and certainly held my attention, when | took the time to read it. The characters
were endearing and | felt for them in their grief and troubles.

Favorite quote...

"I'm here, Lord, because I'm weary of my hitterness. And | want to ask forgiveness." She paused. " No that
ain't quiteright..."

She struggled against every bit of frustration pent up inside her. "l want to forgive my Mamma," she said,
lifting her eyes. In her mind, she saw again her mother hustling away from her with the bulky suitcase, filled
with nearly every bit of clothing she owned. "I'm askin' you to carry away my anger, Lord. And the
resentment | feel every time | think of that awful moment."

She was weeping now, unable to stop. "I'm sorry for the ugly feelings I've kept inside me, nurturin' them.”
Stopping her prayer, she went to lean against the sheep fence. "Oh, Mamma, | don't understand why you had
to go. But with God's help, | won't tend this bitter root in me any longer." (pg 325)

| understand the bitterness. | have some in my heart and God has slowly been using hisword and recent
books | have read to let me know how | can let go of that bitterness and trust him with it. | pray some day
soon it will be totally gone as | learn anew to forgive those who deeply hurt me.

Robin says

| enjoyed this book. Although Beverly Lewisisawell-known author, | had never read her work before.

The Secret is about an Amish family. In fact, that iswhy | picked it up. Their lifestyle draws me. The mother
leaves her home because of a secret that happened twenty-four years earlier. Ms. Lewis keeps the suspense
building until the very end, then she never finishes the story.

Thisisthefirst book in this series with these characters, etc. | assume that it will continue in the next book of
the series. | would pick it upif | runintoit, but could live if | didn't know how she ended The Secret. It's



kind of enjoyable to "wonder" about endings...

Jessika says

I've always been afan of Amish fiction. For me, sometimesit's nice to take a step back and read something
just slow and simple, but entertaining. | realy enjoyed The Secret. |'ve read Beverly Lewis before, so | sort
of knew what to expect, but | have to say, | enjoyed this one the most out of any of hers|'ve read. There were
plenty of timesthat | didn't want to put this one down.

I loved how simple and charming this tale was, while still offering insight into the Amish way of life. I'm not
saying that the Amish lifestyleisfor me, but | actually found myself relating to one of the modern characters
in the book, Heather, as she still admired their slow lifestyle. Sometimes, | think we all could use agentle
reminder to slow down and just find joy in the simple pleasures of life. And for me, Beverly Lewis's books
do that.

The only thing here that | wasn't abig fan of was the fact that the ending seemed kind of abrupt. Now, my
library has all of the booksin this series, soit's not abig deal for me to go pick up the next ones, and | plan
on doing so. | just wish there would have been more conclusion here. On that same note, | think Beverly
Lewistends to do thiswith her book series, almost asif each book is just a part of one big long book, if that
makes sense.

Overal, | enjoyed it, and I'm definitely going to continue the series, as well as continue reading her books.

Maur een Del uca says

For me, more of a2.5 - | wasinterested in the Amish part of the book- Being a huge fan ofLinda Castillo
who writes the Kate Burkholder series - which by the way -that seriesisFANTASTIC - | highly recommend
you picking up that series starting with book number 1, Sworn to Silence . This series, for me, not that great-
I do have the second book in this series here- | might pick it up to seeif it gets any better.

Rachelle says

Thisbook isthefirst of atrilogy. | accidentally read the 1st and 3rd books and skipped the 2nd and | did't
miss athing. Really. The plot is very slow moving and definitely could have been done in one book instead
of 3. That being said, the slow pace kind of makes one feel like they are right there in the Amish community
sitting on the porch, taking slow walks or making jam with your neighbors. Cozy, gentle, soothing and a bit
boring.

Staci says

Reading a Beverly Lewis book is like being welcomed back home with open arms from all of your loved
ones. Her writing is simple but beautiful. She depicts the Amish and Mennonite community in avery



favorable light, but she also shows us that they too, are human and have their flaws. She makes me savor
those timesin my life when | actually slow down and listen to the world around me. This morning | was
sitting on my back steps, reading a book, and just enjoying the sun on my face. While doing that | closed my
eyes and readlly tried to concentrate on the sounds around me. Did you know that there must be hundreds of
different bird tweets? That is what reading one of her books will do for you...make you stop, listen, and savor
the sweet, simplethingsin life. Of al of her books, this oneis my favorite to date. | love that the story this
time around is centered around the mother, Grace and her secret that she's hiding from her family. Having a
secret in an Amish community is so much different than in the English world, believe me. Do we haveto
worry about being shunned? Nope. For the first time ever, | actually feel compassion for the father figure in
the Amish family. In the past I've always felt that they were too controlling, and too rigid, but | feel Lewis
has concentrated on showing us that Amish men can be vulnerable and can love with al of their hearts. If
you haven't read a Beverly Lewis book because you think they may be preachy or such, please disregard that
and just try one. Try this book and read it with an open heart and mind. I'm sure if you do, you'll be back for
the second and third. And not only that, you too may find yourself closing your eyes and savoring al the
beauty that our world has to offer.

Before | sign off | want to leave you with a passage that made me feel such empathy for Judah, the husband.
Judah stood at the footboard and stared at Lettie's side of the bed, his eyes lingering on her pillow. How
long had it been since they'd held each other? Turning, he reached for the Good Book, bearing its weight to
his chair near the bureau. He sat with a groan. Opening to the Proverbs, he read: " A soft answer turneth

away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger."

p. 278

Jerry says

A Quickie Review
It's no question that Amish stories are the most popular genre of Christian fiction. Beverly Lewis, who has
written countless volumes about the Plains people, does well once again with The Secret, which isthe start of

yet another series. Fans of Amish fiction will find plenty to like about this one.

Score: 4/5




