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In this eBook original, Charles J. Chaput, the Archbishop of Philadelphia, offers a powerful manifesto on the
need for Americans to protect religious freedom.

As he notes, principles that Americans find self-evident—the dignity of the human person, the sanctity of
conscience, the separation of political and sacred authority, the distinction between secular and religious law,
the idea of a civil society pre-existing and distinct from the state—are not widely shared elsewhere in the
world, and in recent years seem to be in jeopardy on our own shores.

Archbishop Chaput offers a call to action for leadership both here and abroad to challenge this damaging
trend. By thoughtfully interpreting and applying Catholic values to this confusing moment in history, he
provides hope for an American audience hungry for courage and counsel. (from amazon.com)
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From Reader Review A Heart on Fire: Catholic Witness and the
Next America for online ebook

Kerstin says

Excellent!

Amy says

Absolutely outstanding. It was very short and well worth the read. My big takeaway: we need to kindle the
fire.

John says

Quick read

Jeffrey Hite says

I normally would not write a review of an article, but the take away from this one was too much to ignore
and let go silently.

I did give this article 5 stars and if I could have given it more I would have. The insight was incredibly
profound.

For those of you wondering if this is just an article about being Catholic it is not, it is about being religious in
America. It does focus on the problems within the Catholic church. But, the problems facing the Catholic
Church are not unique, and are being faced by other Christians religions, and even not Christians.

Though this article was written a couple of years ago, the problems have gotten worse since then and not
better. If you are worried about this, and wondering what you might be able to do to make things better, this
article would be a good place to start.

The author Charles J. Chaput, obviously has put a lot of thought and research into this, so that the article is
not a rant about how the current administration is or is not doing this or that, but a thoughtful review of what
has happened in the last twenty to fifty years and how that differs ideals of the founding fathers, and some
predictions about what the future will look like if things don't change.

Meagan Myhren-bennett says



A Heart on Fire
by Charles J Chaput

In the modern world freedom of press and of speech demands immunity from censorship and control. But in
the last 60 years freedom of thought and expression has slowly been eroding in the world of journalism.
Opposing thoughts are silenced so that the accepted truth is never challenged.

Journalism is a profession of knowledge, but today many in the profession have a disdain and lack of
understanding about religion and the core values of life. When we openly accept whatever journalism states
without skepticism we risk undermining our public lives and our nation's political landscape.

Everyone should read Pilgrim's Progress and “The Celestial Railroad” to get a look at the divide that now
separates the American nation.

The guiding principles on which America was founded are not readily found throughout the world and could
at any time be taken away. Unless we live out our principles our rights are in danger of dying away.
Religious freedom is our foremost right as it provides a grounding element in all our other rights. Culture is
spiritual because culture is an outpouring of the soul.

Modern American society has lost its soul in the pursuit of materialism and pleasure according to Father
John Courtney Murray in 1940. But the American nation was never a Christian nation, but the people had
beliefs and values that were based on Christianity. But when a people lose their foundational beliefs “they
are unable to make tough moral decisions.” America has become a nation of “galley slaves to pleasure”.
America of today has been there since the founding, but these tendencies were tempered by Christians who
lived their faith and were changed by it. Today the Church has become lukewarm in its faith in an effort to fit
into the world.

Though politics is important the Christian must realize that the main focus and purpose of their life is to love
Jesus and to act on our belief so that it is evident in our lives. Ask yourself what do you believe? Remember
that this world is not your goal but rather our goal is our final home and our celestial citizenship. When this
is your focus your life will be a living testimony of faith.

A Heart on Fire is a thought provoking look at America.

I received this book for free from WaterBrook Multnomah Publishing Group for this review.

Pat Maher says

Archbishop Chaput writes what we hunger to read and follow. His leadership inspires me with hope
for all of us.

Deacon Patrick Maher
I agree the media does not acknowledge goodness with young adults.
Evil is amplifier from the few.



Don says

If you want a rewritten version of the history of religious liberty, then read this. Otherwise, spend your time
(and money) better elsewhere.

Marisa says

I enjoyed reading this book. It opened my eyes to issues I had already recognized but not necessarily
acknowledged. I have felt over the last year the pull to start attending church again and my biggest
apprehension has now been revealed to me. I was scared about what SOCIETY would think of me walking
into church alone after all these years away. This book came at exactly the right time. It helped me to see that
I should quit making up worldly excuses to avoid the God I live for and love.

This book is not a story, it is essentially an essay as to what is going on in this world, especially the United
States as far as religion, Catholicism and how quickly it is leaving modern day living and offers reasons as to
why this is happening. I definitely will recommend this book to those who are strong in their faith, struggling
with faith and to those who aren’t even sure there is such thing as faith. I will also recommend this book to a
priest I know as well as a reverend so that they have the opportunity to experience this profound explanation
regarding why we are where we are. At 33 pages including a brief look into “Render Unto Caesar”, it was a
quick and eye opening read. I believe that anyone can benefit from this because it talks about religion/faith
now all the way back to when the constitution was written and regardless of whether you are a priest or
pastor or an atheist there are points in it for each of us. I strongly recommend this book. I have already added
to my Good Reads account. I will be adding my review to several other places as well as my personal blog.

Chad Torgerson says

In A Heart on Fire: Catholic Witness and the Next America, Archbishop Chaput explores the importance of
religious freedom in the United States – and the world. Recent political policies have begun to put this
freedom in danger, and Archbishop Chaput warns us not to take this lightly.

This short ebook is a concise look at the very specific problems we face today. If you hold your freedom
close to your heart, you will enjoy this book. If you have been wondering what all of the fuss is about, this
book is for you. If you’re wondering if it is time to step off the sidelines and into the game, you should read
this today!

A Heart on Fire: Catholic Witness and the Next America is an inspiring work that will help engage more
Catholics in the fight for their religious freedoms.



Jeff Wombold says

I really didn't understand what this was all about. I thought this was a book and it was a whitepaper instead
with part of it an excerpt from another book. it seemed to me to be politically based and in my opinion the
church needs to stay out of politics.

Kazango says

Short. Frankly I thought it was too short. But the excerpt from Render Unto Caesar was worth the price of
admission.

William Van says

Outstanding clarity and precision of thought! This short essay is to be the foreword of Render unto Caesar.

Bojan Tunguz says

Over the years Archbishop Chaput has become one of the most ardent and prominent Catholic voices in
matters that concern the role that religion plays in the public life of the American republic. His book Render
Unto Caesar is one of the definitive contemporary views on such topics. Even though Archbishop Chaput
obviously comes from a Catholic theological and intellectual tradition, his views are ecumenical and appeal
to the widest cross-section of people interested in the proper relationship between religious and political
spheres.

Since Render Unto Caesar came out, there have been many troubling social and political developments that
land special urgency to the renewed defense of religious freedom in the United States. Several states have
enacted restrictions on the freedom of Catholic (and other) child adoption agencies, the federal government
has tried (fortunately unsuccessfully) to have the final say in the employment decisions of the religious
institutions, and most recently the same federal government has been embattled with the Catholic Church in
matters concerning the freedom of Catholic institutions to use the health care plans of their choice.

As in most of his writing, Archbishop Chaput does not aim to just focus on any particular incident in his
overall analysis. He offers his own insights based as much on the religious considerations as on the cultural
history of America. The opening lines of A Heart on Fire are a quotation from Herman Melville Truth is like
a threshing machine; tender sensibilities must keep out of the way. Archbishop Chaput is certainly not afraid
of hurting tender sensibilities, but both in terms of the message and the style of writing he is eminently
sensible and erudite. This short e-book presents some of his most ardent and eloquent appeals for a
continuing witness of the religiously minded groups and individuals in the defense and promotion of their
convictions in public. We live in challenging times, but it is exactly those challenges that can strengthen our
own faith. I hope and pray that many of us will be able to rise to the occasion.

The only issue that I have with this Kindle ebook is its size. It is a very short document to begin with, on par
with a longish magazine article. Additionally, the first chapter of archbishop Chaputs book Render Unto



Caesar takes up about a third of the e-book. That larger book, published in 2008, is indeed eminently relevant
to the discussion at hand, and it helps frame these current issues within the larger narrative. However, you
are already able to read the first chapter of that book for free on your Kindle, so there is no extra value added
by including it in this shorter e-book. I would have much preferred if this extra space were taken up by the
further elaboration of the new insights and arguments that make A Heart on Fire such a relevant and timely
document.

Another book that I would recommend if you are interested in exploring issues of religion and politics form a
philosophical/legal perspective is Francis Beckwiths Politics for Christians. It is a probing and intellectually
demanding book, but in my opinion it is one of the best recent resources on this subject.

Sam Fink says

A brief extract; I recommend reading the broader precursor book.

Jeff Cann says

I enjoyed this overview. Archbishop Chaput is unapologetic in proclaiming the truth revealed to us through
our Christian faith.

Non-Catholics may struggle to make sense of this text because his brevity leaves out context important and
supportive of his points.

Ultimately he is writing to Catholics to encourage us to convert our own hearts so those around us will see
this conversion and b inspired to convert their own hearts.


