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Cleverly revealing the basics of reproduction in an age-appropriate way, award-winning Sophie Blackall has
created a beautiful picture book full of playful detailsto amuse and engage readers.

Sooner or later, every child will ask, Where do babies come from? Answering this question has never been
this easy or entertaining! Join a curious little boy who asks everyone from his babysitter to the mailman,
getting al sorts of funny answers along the way, before his parents gently set him straight.
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Heather says

that was ADORABLE. What a great book to help explain to younger ones where babies come from :)

Robert J says

We've al heard that you can't judge a book by it's cover but The Baby Tree by Sophie Blackall is certainly
an exception. Thetitle and front cover picture let you know that an amusing tale and beautiful illustrations
await. The Baby Tree is awonderful book for the parent that struggles with the "where do babies come from"
guestion. (and what parent doesn't?) | remember our boys telling EVERY ONE that their baby sister was on
theway and was in "mommies belly.” | don't know if I've ever seen eyes as big as theirs when they got the
chance to feel the baby kick. Theillustrations are both visually pleasing and significant in their message.

Y oung or old, boy or girl, Black, White, Hispanic or Asian everyone in The Baby Tree has the same rosie
cheeks telling us we are more aike than we are different. The baby tree pictures are the most notable but the
picture of the little boy sitting in Grandpa's lap explaining where babies come from holds the most meaning
in my heart. The love between them and the level of engagement is evident in their smiles and eye contact.
Our children had that type of bond with my wife's father and still miss him today. | redly like this book. On
a side note the picture with the father holding a copy of Locomotive was a nice tribute to Brian Floca if
intended as such.

Stephanie Croaning says

Thisisavery unique book and | applaud Sophie Blackall for writing it! In picture book format, appropriate
for ages 4-6, THE BABY TREE follows a young child on hisjourney to find out where babies come from.
He hasjust learned he is getting a new brother or sister and has lots of questions. As he asks the adults
around him where babies come from, they provide the usual vague, and sometimes silly, responses -- a
hospital, an egg, a seed, the stork, etc.

The purpose of this book, as Blackall statesin the questions and answers at the end, is to provide accurate
and age-appropriate responses to children when this question comes up. Blackall tiesup the story ina
wonderful way with afamily discussion between the parents and the boy that is accurate and provides just
enough information for the child's age, and it shows that almost all of the vague, silly answers he got earlier
areright to some degree.

Thiswould make an excellent gift for a child who has just learned he is getting a baby brother or sister.
Wouldn't recommend this one for a read-aloud though! The independent reading level is 4.6.

Lynn says



| likethat at the end, the child observed that his babysitter, mailman, and teacher all had parts of the story
right, but that he'd have to tell his grandpa.

| don't like the explanation in the backmatter that "...a man and woman lie close together...". But it will be
helpful to some parents to use this page at least to get the conversation started, and that the difference in ages
should help parents determine how much and what information to give to their inquiring child.

Soft, cute illustrations portray the various answers as the child tries to imagine what he's been told.

Fromwor dstowor |ds says

"Every family isdightly different, but every single baby begins with a sperm and an egg.”
Sooner or later each adult has to give an answer to children’ s famous question: Where do babies come from?

My daughter was no exception, her father diplomatically avoided the conversation so, half serious, half
amused, | explained that babies grow inside their mummies tummies and after nine months they are born. |
also used the words love, family and joy several times and | think my explanation was satisfactory.

It would have been extremely useful to have Sophie Blackall’ s book then, as The Baby Tree is enchanting.
There iswarmth, scientific information and realistic depictions of a child’s unique inner life. Not to mention
the creative and beautiful illustrations.

The story is narrated by alittle boy who is announced at breakfast that a new baby is coming. But what he
really wants isto be explained where the baby is going to come from. As his parents are late for work, the
boy asks other grown-ups. Olive, his teenage babysitter tells him that babies grow into a Baby Tree after you
plant a seed. Histeacher tells him that babies come from the hospital and his grandpa explains that babies are
brought by storks. As the milkman thinks babies come from eggs and the boy is puzzled with so many
variants, he finally asks his parents.

See full review on blog:
https://fromwordstoworlds.wordpress.c...

Jess says

I think | would liketo live in aworld illustrated by Sophie Blackall. The clothes, the bedding, the rooms, the
rosy cheeks - the whole thing. Apart from her aesthetic, the format of the story is a sweet way to address
kids' questions about where babies come from, and the often confusing ways in which adults don't quite
answer them honestly. As each older person answers the soon-to-be big brother's question, the facing page
shows how he visualizes the answers. His teacher's answer, that they come from the hospital, has him
imagining swaddled babies lining up to emerge from the door. The last line is a hoot - he discovers that there
was some truth in each person's answer, but Grandpas..."I'm going to have to tell Grandpa where babies
really come from." Following the story (which provides the basic biology) is a page of suggestions for how
to further explain reproduction to preschoolers. While it's nowhere as thorough as some other books out
there, it could be a good jumping off point for introducing the topic or answering questions, even if a baby
isn't on the way.



M elissa says

| think thislittle boy and | must share the same grandparents, thinking that babies come from the stork...does
he also have 19 aunts & uncles?

Amy Forrester says

It seems like anormal morning for this young black haired boy, but then his parents tell him there’ s a baby
coming. He tries to figure out exactly where babies come from, but he gets conflicting information from his
teenage sister, teacher, Grandpa, and Roberto the mailman. Luckily, his parents are able to answer al of his
guestions. Written in first person from the boy’ s point of view, this humorous story will be helpful for
caregivers looking to answer their child’ s questions about babies. The parentsin this book have a short, but
informative explanation of how a baby is made accompanied by preschool appropriate illustrations (a sperm
and egg meeting in ared circle, a baby inside the womb, and a newborn baby). The back matter includes
suggestions for answering the question — where do babies come from? —for children who are curious about
the details. Blackall's answers are scientifically correct without being graphic. Theillustrations are whimsical
and fun, especially the images that the boy conjures up as he hears different explanations of the origin of
babies.

Full Review at Picture-Book-a-Day: http://picturebookaday.blogspot.com/2...

Kristine Hansen says

Just not loving this one.

While the imagination with which the boy pictures the various scenarios he's given in answer to his question,
| wonder if at the end the information comes a bit too...quickly and without much explanation at all. Meaning
that no one is going to understand it anyway. Even the notes at the end feel confusing (so if you have two
dads and they want to have kids, a woman gives one of the men her egg....huh...so whao's carrying this baby
exactly?) to the point where | just couldn't get on board with this book at all. There are serioudly better books
out there to explain the birds and the beesin an age-appropriate way.

Dione Basseri says

Ideal for those first questions on where babies come from. After being told there will be a new baby, a young
boy begins asking everyone where they come from, each time getting evasive and not entirely false answers
(and one outright wrong one). In the end, he gets a scientifically accurate (though, of course, a bit toned-



down) answer from his parents.

| really enjoyed how this story was structured. All the adults are trying to avoid the question, but also
avoiding lying, which leads to this strange construction of truths. | think it's very important to be honest with
your little ones regarding sex, but this book does emphasize that it's the parent's decision on when to tell the
truth, and how much to tell.

The artwork is pretty charming, aswell, as each false story isimagined. The colors are soft and the people
simplified, but not in an entirely cartoonish manner.

A good pick if you've got a second (or third or more!) on the way and you are looking for how to broach the
subject with your child (or perhaps niece or nephew).

Emily Davenport says

Though Catherine is alittle young to be explaining where babies come from, thisis a cute and clever way to
explainit to young children in away that's accurate and age appropriate.

Romelle says

A very cute book about alittle boy searching for an answer to the question, "Where do babies come from?" |
liked the wacky and fun answers the babysitter, teacher, mailman, and grandfather give. Author and
illustrator Sophie Blackall did agreat job at putting the answers all together in a creative, gentle, and age
appropriate way to explain reproduction. Blackall'sillustrations are soft, lovely and sweet. It compliments
the story well. My favorite art is the cover! Babiesin trees. How adorable is that.

In the back of the book, Blackall go into detail and give suggestions on how to explain where babies come
frominaQ & A. A nice book for the curious.

Mary says

A refreshingly honest answer to the question of "where do babies come from?' When ayoung boy istold he
is getting a sibling, he asks the question and gets awide variety of answers. Finally, he goes to his parents
and gets adirect and easy to understand response. Blackall's lovely ink and watercolor illustrations match the
text's straightforward tone and gentle humor. Thisis a special book because of the way it takes achild's
question seriously. Parents will appreciate this approach and wonder why they ever found the question
difficult to answer.

Kifflie says

A young boy finds out that his family is getting a new baby, and he tries to find out where the baby is
coming from. He asks various people in his neighborhood, and he asks his grandfather, but none of the



responses seem quite right. So he asks his parents, and gets the right answer.

The story isnicely paced, and the illustrations are cute, but not *too* cute (I did get a chuckle out of the
"baby tree" and the hospital made of babies). What | especially liked was the straightforward text at the end
that explains how human reproduction happens, using the actual names of the body parts, and even
mentioning that some families have two dads or two moms. | love how matter-of-fact the toneis here.

Thisis one of the better picture books about "the facts of life" that I've seen in quite sometime.

L auren says

funny, readable, honest story about where babies come from for the younger elementary school set. notesin
back include common questions children have on this topic, using correct anatomical words for body parts.




