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“I wish I had your gift!” How do you handle those words as a creative artist? Somewhere between pride and
self-abasement lies true humility---just one aspect of the balanced character God wants to instill in you as an
actor, a musician, a visual artist, or other creative person involved in ministry. God is interested in your art
and your heart.

The Heart of the Artist deals head-on with issues every person in an arts ministry faces:

*Servanthood Versus Stardom

*Excellence Versus Perfectionism

*The Spiritual Disciplines of the Artist

*The Artist in Community . . . and more

The Heart of the Artist will give you a better understanding of yourself and your unique place in the body of
Christ. You’ll find wisdom and encouragement that can help you survive the challenges and reap the rich
joys of a ministry in the creative arts.
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Todd Jenkins says

Along with Steve Turner's "Imagine", this is highly recommended reading for Christian artists of all walks.
Noland shares a number of examples of ministerial and artistic weakness and how they affect the church and
its members. He then outlines the various ways in which these issues can be overcome so that all involved
can serve God better.

Denise says

Always be humble in kind, that is what this book brings to mind. While not the book I thought it was when I
found it, I still read it and enjoyed the overall general guide and advise of using your talent and over coming
life issues that everyone has along the way.

Lauren Albrecht says

Loved reading this! Would recommend to all my friends involved in worship ministry - volunteer and staff
levels!

Shawn says

A great book that talks about people with an artistic temperament and the struggles that they can have as they
try and serve God.

John says

This was, evidently, one of the first books to tackle the special concerns of those involved in arts ministries
and, as such, it covers a lot of ground. Rory Noland spent many years as the Music Director of Willow
Creek, a church renowned for its revolutionary cultivation of the arts, so this is written from an authoritative
perspective steeped in long experience. Specifically designed for small group study, it is still a useful read
for individuals who are involved in such ministries. Ministry leaders will find the most value here, but any
artist serving at their church will find a wealth of wise counsel here, and even non-artists will find insights
that apply across the board to all Christians.

Written at a time when the arts were still gaining acceptance within the context of contemporary Christianity,



"The Heart of the Artist" may, at times, come off as a bit dated. But Noland's copious references to Scripture,
to other Christian writers and artists, and, especially, to historical figures within the arts, all help to provided
a well-rounded, comprehensive treatment of his subject. At times the questions for discussion and suggested
exercises at the end of each chapter feel a bit contrived (always ten of the former and five of the latter), but
this is a minor fault. In short, this book is a great place to start if you're looking for guidance about how to
grow within an arts ministry.

Carre Gardner says

The thing about this book is that the content is great but there's just...too much of it. It's like every Christian
self-help book you've ever read contained between 2 covers, with the twist that it appeals to artists. It just felt
way too overwhelming, a bit like having a boulder dropped in your lap.

Truthfully, halfway through the book, I started skimming and gleaned more from it this way (I think) than I
would have if I'd read every word. I love Noland's appeal to those with artistic temperaments, but I wish the
whole thing had been more focused. Like fine poetry, sometimes less is just more.

Reyna says

I have read this book twice now, which is why I gave it 5 stars. It must be a book that I want to read over and
over again to get 5 stars. It is geared toward the artists in the church: dancer, singer, worship leader, actor,
etc... It is a great book for your artists at church and I think it should be a requirement to read because it is so
darn good! It was required for us to read during one of our worship classes at school and I am so thankful we
did because it was an eye opener and I loved reading scripture and advised from a worship leader to us. I
currently have two other books on my shelf ready to read by Noland: The thriving Artist and The
Worshiping Artist because I loved this one so much. Though I read this in eBook format, the other two are in
paperback because that way I can highlight, mark it up, tab it, and look at those notes later. Read it! You
won't regret it!
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Jackie Almeida says

Took me several years to read due to the intense and long content. And definitely a book you need to reread
every couple of years. I sometimes forgot about this book and would go back to it and always get convicted
of something I needed to work on. Very good content and a must read for anyone serving in a creative
capacity at church!

Paige Gordon says

This is an incredible book that every artist and anyone who leads or works with artists should take the time to
read. Rory's insights into the issues that artists face and how we can best deal with them are profound,



encouraging, and uplifting. I really can't say enough good things about this book. Read it!

Favorite Quote: "I believe that those of us with artistic temperaments are more susceptible to sin than are any
other group of people. It seems as though sin is always crouching at our door (Gen. 4:7). The gifts and talents
of the artistic temperament often put us in the thick of God's activities. Many of us are on the front lines,
very much like the musicians who led the nation of Israel into battle. That makes us targets of attack from the
Evil One."

Dani says

I had to take my time to read this book. I like to get right into books, read them and move on. But this book
isn't like that and I appreciate that. It's dense but written in common language. It's given me a lot of food for
thought and it's one of those books I'll definitely be revisiting. I enjoyed this book and have walked away
with much to put into practice and be aware of.

Russell Henderson says

Some great insights in character development for artists in the church.
Artists are often times some of the hardest people to deal with in church. This book gives some very practical
ways that we can combat some of our typical character issues.

Great for personal study or for use in a group.

My only negative comments is that it was a little too much information. I think it could have easily been
divided up into several books.

Eric says

Excellent book for discipling the artist whether that person is working in a church or not. My only fault is
that it takes forever to get through to the end. A good book for reading and reflecting on slowly.

Adriane Devries says

Rory Noland’s The Heart of the Artist is a devotional book I’d highly recommend every artistic church
ministry read as a group, be it a drama ministry, a worship band, dancing, decorating the sanctuary, creating
visual graphics for sermons, etc.. In its pages, I found relief and also conviction as an artistic temperament
growing in Christ as I realized I am not wholly unique; we have challenges and gifts as a group in pursuit of
artistic passions while in relationship with the Lord. Noland delves into such areas of struggle as
Servanthood versus Stardom, Excellence versus Perfectionism, Managing Emotions, Community,
Accountability, Jealousy, Spiritual Warfare, and the Spiritual Disciplines of the Artist. There was so much



truth packed into these pages that I savored them and took my time over the last several years in reading it on
my own, dog-earing, highlighting and underlining many passages that shouted to my spirit; and I already
look forward to reading it again, hopefully this time in the context of a ministry group!

Rick says

Noland has written a couple of great books on aspects of using art (music, drama, sculpture, dance, etc.) in
the church worship setting. This book is one of those great books.

Kathryn Bronn says

A bit lengthy, and dated in some places, but really good information! This is great for anyone who works
with artists within their church, and this is great for all the artists to read too! It was a pretty easy read, so
even being a bit too long, it didn't take forever to get through it.


