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When Turgenev published Diary of a Superfluous Man in 1850, he created one of the first literary portraits
of the alienated man. Turgenev once said that there was a great deal of himself in the unsuccessful lovers
who appear in hisfiction. Thisfailure, along with painful self-consciousness, isa central fact for the ailing
Chulkaturin in this melancholy tale. As he reflects on hislife, he tells the story of Liza, whom he loved, and
a prince, whom she loved instead, and the curious turns all their lives took.
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Ivana Books Are Magic says

| decided to read everything that Turgenev has ever written. | don't remember exactly when | cameto this
decision, but so far it has proved like a fantastic idea. | reckon that by the end of thisyear, I'll be ableto see
thislittle reading project of mine through. I'm really looking forward to it. The more | read of him, the more |



see how Turgenev shaped European realism, how he influenced some of my favourite writers, such as
Maupassant, Conrad, Leskovar, Kozarac and Gjalski. Every works of histhat | read, fortifies my conviction
and belief in Turgenev's genius. | love everything about Turgenev's works, from the themes to the writing
style. Turgenev truly isamaster of prose.

I've finished Diary of a Superfluous Man today. Like many of Turgenev'swork, it centers around atale of
unfulfilled love. The protagonist of this story is a dying young man. With the death at his doorstep, our
young protagonist recounts his life story. What is the most important thing in one's life? Probably love. What
could be more important than love, right? The plot does focus heavily on the theme of love. Asthe
protagonist retells his story, we learn more and more about him. He is an isolated individual, one that feels
superfluous. It is easy to get frustrated with him, but it is even easier to understand him. For do we not all
feel superfluous at times?

Our protagonist isin love with Lizawho in turn isin love with a Prince. They are all unhappy in their own
way. Asthe great master Tolstoy said, al happy families are alike, but every unhappy family is unhappy in
itsown way. Thisis the case with the charactersin this book. Speaking of Tolstoy, thistragic tale reminded
me both of him and of Dostoevsky. The more | think of it, the more it seemsto me that Dostoevsky
borrowed heavily from this book while writing Brothers Karamazov. Likewise, Tolstoy's The Death of Ivan
Ilyich features asimilar theme of aterminally ill man who retells his life. Should | mention Chekhov and his

establish a meaningful relationship with his stepdaughter and daughter?

For al its gloom, this story has funny moments. The fact that the protagonists worries about dying at first of
April (becauseit just wouldn't be proper) was wonderfully ironic. A representative of the noble class, but the
kind that can laugh at himself, our protagonist is both serious and sarcastic when he paints the society of this
time. Still, this doesn't make the book uneven, quite on the contrary, this double view presents the reader
with afuller picture. The writing was superbly balanced, not aword felt obsolete. By the end of this book, |
found myself moved beyond tears. | felt like | was directed toward forgiveness, and indeed perhapsit is one
of the messages of this book. Notwithstanding all the sadness and isolation depicted, this book made me feel
better. It made me feel like there is hope. It made me see that nobody istruly superfluous, albeit we al feel
like that at times. Moreover, the characterization and the portrayal of characters was truly superb. Y ou won't
find masterpieces like this one too often. A true classic.

Tal?Aac MT?uTm ¢ says

AAC TPIOVT?XPOVOC TIOL APYOTEBAVEL OTE? ia BovaTN@?pa acBVela (TOU dEV aVA@?PETAl - OEV
?XEl CNUOC?0) TIPOOTIMOE? VA ATIDOE?EEI OTO NUEPTAON ? TOU TG KA B' 7An TN &l ?pKEId TOV
OVTOMOU 70V TOU 7TV 0 TEAELTA?0G TPOX?2C TNG AUZENG, VA ATOKOUTE, NVOC OXPE?AOTOC
HTXAQVT?P - &V OANOIG VOC TEPITT?C 2VOPWIDG. AUT? N U2XPIC ETX2TWV KATAKPUVIAOT TNG
OUTOEKTZUNC?C TOV 2tav KAT? 370N OTIOK MO LIOG EPWTIK?C OTIOYO?TELANG, N €§10TOP?PNON TNG
OTID?0C OTIOTEAE? KOl TO K?P10 U?p0G TOL BIA?0L. Map' ?A0 TO TECIMIOTIK? BEUATIK? TOL 7pyou
-AAC ETOIHOBVATOC TIOL AINYE?TAL TIC KAOKOTUX 76C TOU PAEPTZPOVTAC PE TNV KAT?OAIYN-, O
TOUPYKVIEP OEV AQPNVEI GTOV AYATNT? Avayw?20Th Hia Bapt?, (oeP? Kal PLXOTINOKWTIK? ETTAELON,
OAA? TOUVAVT?0V, (i 6?200non 2Tl 1 (w? KLUA?EL, CUVEX?CETAL, OKOAOUBE? TOV V00 K?KAO TNG
KOTATOVT?2(OVTAC PE TN HEBVOTIK? OOP@ ? TNC K70E Hop@? dUOTUX?0C «AVT?0 (W?, AVT?0 K?TE
pou! Ki e0e?¢ @Aapoupl 2¢ pou! ?tav Ba ?pBel To KAAOKA?P1, KOIT?ETE va PNV EEX?0ETE va
OKETIOTE?TE HE T' 2vON 00 ¢ AT TI2VW WE K2TW... KAl 01 2vOpWITol a¢ XA ?p0VTal Va EATA?VOULY 0T



HUPWA?TN C0OC OKI?, OTO OPOCEP? VWIT? XOPT?P1, K?TW OTI? TOV XAUNA?@wv0o P?6LUPp0 TV O?AAWY
0a¢, 00V TA EVOXAE? EAA@PP? O O?P0C».

huzeyfe says

Turgenev'in neyaz?k ki okudu?um ilk kitab?. Ne yaz?k ki diyorum ¢iinkti Zimdiye kadar birgok Rus yazar?n
kitab?n? okumama ra?men Turgenev ile 2imdi tan??m?? olmama tizildum. Buna ek olarak Turk ve diinya
edebiyat?nda bu kitaptaki Llzumsuz adam karakterinden daha ba?ar?? karakterleri tan?m?? olmam bu
kitaptan alaca??m keyfi de azaltt?.

L izumsuz adam karakterini diinya edebiyat?na kazand?rm?? ve o karakterlerini bir nevi do?usuna tan?k
oldu?umuz bu kitap bu bak?mdan ele al ’nd???nda ba?ar??. Ancak hikaye beni o kadar gekmedi. Buna
ra?men ifadelerin giicl ve yer yer artan heyecan ve tempo ile glizel bir kitap oldu?unu di?intyorum.

Monte says

Great quotes. "Well, well, since one must die, one may aswell diein the spring" / "No decent man talks of
hismaladies' / "Yes, it is good, good to berid, at last, of the wearing sense of life, of the persistent, restless
consciousness of existence!" /"I was brought up badly and not happily." / "That's what children are for - that
their parents may not be bored." / " Sentimental outbreaks are like liquorice; when first you suck it, it's not
bad, but afterwards it leaves a very nasty taste in your mouth." / "l was aman, or perhaps | should say afish,
utterly superfluousin thisworld" - al just in the first 16 pages.

You'll know by these quotes if you are interested.

Ahmad Sharabiani says

author Ivan Turgenev. It iswritten in the first person in the form of adiary by a man who has afew days left
to live as he recounts incidents of hislife. The story has become the archetype for the Russian literary
concept of the superfluous man.



Jayanth says

Are you feeling too happy and want to be depressed for a change? Read this book. Or rather, listen to the
audiobook narrated by Martin Geeson on Librivox, you'd be dragged into the gloomy and sad life of
Tchulkaturin(I'm never going to pronounce a russian name properly :/).

The author does afantastic job of creating avery depressing character with avery depressing story. The
character is nowhere near perfect but | couldn't help feeling pitiful towards him and his circumstances,
maybe because | could relate to afew incidents personally.

This story is of one Tchulkaturin who is dying of some illness and decides to reminisce about hislife, alife
that has known no happiness for the most part. And the few times he was brave enough to pursue happiness
against his nature, he was beaten to dust most cruelly by fate. The nature of this man, lonely, reserved and
introverted, is his ultimate undoing and | can't help but question the fairness of the world and people who
cannot accommodate such 'queer personalitiesinto their lives or believe that such 'queer’ people have hearts
aswarm as any other socially-skilled extrovert.

The character obviously complains about stuff even though he isin the wrong sometimes. Although this
might turn some people off from rooting for such characters, being an extreme introvert and socialy 'inadept’
inred life, | myself have much sympathy and pity for the character. Some people do lead lives without ever
knowing happiness and the cruel truth of it isthat it isan indirect failure of people and the society around
them to not notice their struggle or help them in that struggle, as much asit is the failure of the personin
guestion itself.

Ozglr says

LUzumsuz adam?n ilk 6rneklerinden biri olmas?n?n kitab? daha 6nemli bir hale getirdi? yads?namaz.
Ancak, boyle olmasayd? bile keyifli bir ?ekilde okunan bir kitap. Banu Y Ad?ran Geng'in (Goodreads
kullan?c? ismi Banushka) kitaba ili?kin detayl? de?erlendirmesi (http://tembelveyazar.blogspot.com.tr/...)
sbyleyecek fazla soz b?rakm?yor benim icin. Kitab?n sonundaki incelemenin ¢ok faydal ? oldu?unu ve O?uz
Tecimen'in ba?ar?? bir geviriye imza att???n? vurgulamak isterim.

"Olum o giin yliziime bakt? ve beni gozine kestirdi..."

"Ne bigim bir adam?m ben?.. Kimsenin bana bu soruyu sordu?u yok — peki, kabul. Ama 6l yorum, Tanr?
sizi inand?rs?n, 6l yorum ve 6limiin e?i7indeki birinin, nas? bir mahluk oldu?unu 6?renme iste?inin mazur
gorilebilece?ini du?indyorum.”

"Yaben... benim hakk?mda sdylenebilecek bir ey yok; ben yaln?zca lizumsuzum. GereZinden fazla, heps
bu. Biyik ihtimalle do?a bu diinyaya geli?imi hesaba katmad? ve bundan dolay? da bana davetsiz misafir
muamelesi yap?yor. Bir defas?nda ?akac?, tercih dii?kini bir beyefendi, annemin hayat oyununda 6dedi?i
ceza oldu?umu sdylemi?ti ne?eyle.”

"S???nacak bir liman bulmak, gecici bir yuva kurmak, ginlik u?ra? ve al ??kanl ?klar?n rahatl 772n?



hissetmek gibi mutluluklar — benim gibi hicbir aile hat?ras? olmayan bir |lzumsuz adam taraf ?ndan daha
once yaZanmam?2r."

"Gel de ?2u Rus du?inuriin sozlerine katAma: 'Bir insan bilmedi? ?eyi nas? bilebilir ki?"

"Liza'ylaaramdaki yanl?? anla??ma o hafta boyunca slirdii — bunda ?a??racak bir ?ey yok: y?larca siiren
yanl?? anla??2lmalar”n tan??? olmak benim kaderimdi zaten."

Erdem Karaceper says

Sanki yazar bile yaratt??? karakterden s?k??p kitab™? bir anda sonland?rm?? gibi hissettirdi bana.
Ele?tirmek istedi? insan tipini cok ylzeysel iemi? maal esef.

FeReSHte says
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Xanthi says

Mia vou?Aa yia Toug avBp?roug TL aTodE?XONKav adVa ol Kal ?BOVAOI ?tav ?rpeTE va
UTEPOCTIOTOV TIC ETIBUV?EC TOUG OTO TI?paCpa TNE {w?¢ TOUC,.




?? says

P02 20?200 0 0000 2000 00 00002 000 2000 0000 0000000 M2 W 0000000000000 000?

VTN NIRRT TNV,

YIX? D077 D707 P D770 V7707 D777 D70 D777 D700 V777 077?077 070?777 07777 77777777

pegah says

PIVIR IR VIR PR VI VN VIR IRV N VIV VIR DI VIR DI N 379N 007N 07N 77707
PRI VININRIN NN VIR NI NRINVINVINRVIZIIN VIRV N VIR IR N7
VIV VIIN N VITX0IR VIR VIN VIR R VIR NN DI N VXN VIR N VAN IR0V 70?

Uyuyan Adam / Engin Turkgeldi says

Kendini 1Uzumsuz gérmesinin nedeni sadece bir a2k ac?s? olan bir kahraman?n pek de ilgingc olmayan
oykusl. Yer yer glizel tasvirler olsada, hikaye genel olarak s?%k?c?. Aradaki glizel parlamalar d???nda
fikirler de ah?m ?ah?m de?il. Varl ?2?, kendini ve hayattaki yerini sorgulamay? ve bu sorgulama sonucunda



ac? cekmeyi anlatt???n? iddia etse de, bu i7in at?ndan 5 y2d?zla kalkan Y eralt?ndan Notlar'?n yan?nda
sonra esamesi bile okunmaz.

Mohammad says
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1* self-confidence
2* self-respect
3* self-esteem




