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Sarah says

| read thisin the 1990s or early 2000s and thought the dial ogue about gender was fantastic and illuminating.
After Fisher passed away in 2016, | re-read severa of her novels and all of her memoirs (some for the first
time). For somereason | didn't re-read PINK (which islargely about her marriage to Paul Simon, according
to Fisher herself) until 2018, and | still very much enjoyed the clever wordplay. However, it's extremely
trippy reading it now, post-Princess Diaries.

Because her affair with Harrison Ford was hiding in plain sight in this book! In her brilliance, she kept it a
secret by fictionalizing it in this early novel. But when you read the largely similar scene in Princess Diaries,

thistimeit's not fictionalized.

The telltale line for me was when both men (Henry in PINK and Harrison in PRINCESS, with the same age
difference to our heroine) say she has "The eyes of a doe and the balls of a samurai.”

It added another layer of poignancy and sadnessto this book, for me.

Beau North says

A quick read, and judging by some of the other reviews, a highly underrated one. Don't go in this expecting a
comfortable good time. Dinah is an obsessive, neurotic mess who is as needy as sheis hilarious and brilliant.
The soap opera and discovery channel-type interludes made me laugh and contextualized this already-biting
story as arazor-sharp cautionary tale.

Also, if you're awriter who struggles with dialogue, study Carrie Fisher as much as you can.

Jenny T. says

Thiswas actually more of an "anti-romance" novel following Dinah Kaufman and her doomed relationship
with Rudy Gendler. It was alot of pages exploring the thoughts of Dinah's lovelife. At times the writing also
captured Carrie Fisher's mood swings and tangential thoughts. | struggled to get through this book- not sure
if I wasn't in the mood or didn't like the main character.

Diana Long says

204. Thisfelt more like aplay or screenplay and deals with relationships...when to | et go for the most part.
So much of what | know from her other works in relating to her own life comes through in her works and
thisis not exception. A sad reflection on the author but worth reading.




Noah Wilson says

Very funny, but clearly a sort of proto-Postcards from the Edge that just hasn't quite mastered this character
and how she interacts with the world around her, or how to plot a story around such a distinct personality.

Em*bedded-in-books* says

| found it boring from the start. Asfar as | understand this book deals with a 20 something woman working
inthe TV industry who is bent upon forming relationships with unsuitable men, mostly father figures. After
the relationship bursts, sheisfond of contemplating what went wrong, before jumping into similar
relationship. | couldnot focus my attention on the book, turning pages was becoming atask. Finaly | left it
somewhere around the 60th page. | was surprised to see many 4 and 5 star reviews, so maybeitisagood
story which just didnot appeal to me.

Andi says

Jeez. Carrie. What a mess of a book you made here.

What | always enjoyed about Carrie's writing is how she makes her characters realistic with problems.

The problem with this character isthe relationship is a doomed one, and on top of that, the guy is using the
girl as abounce-and-fuck. | know she was married to him, but honey, no. Don't go chasing after that dick if
it's plowing other holes.

Anyway. | stopped when the main character drove out to the Hamptons to stalk him during awriters strike.

Another uncomfortable thing about the book isthat | felt alot of Harrison/Carrie references. Things that
clicked now after reading The Princess Diarist.

Read it but it's not as interesting as Poscards from the Edge - even that's a stretch.

M onica says

A friend actually recommended "Postcards from the Edge" but when | spotted " Surrender the Pink" sitting on
the shelf at my local library, | decided to check it out first. In what istypical early '90's chick lit, " Surrender
the Pink" follows soap operawriter, Dinah, as she addresses the various rel ationships with men in her life
(her ex-hushand, father, and earlier liaisons) with the possibility of self-discovery at the end (no spoilers
here). Carrie Fisher is actualy pretty hilarious and | thoroughly enjoyed the book until the main character
turned into a blubbering mess. Sorry, I'm afair-weather friend like that. Also, the ending fell flat for me.
However, it isinteresting to note that the story is supposedly based on her real life break-up with Paul

Simon.



Fox says

Romance isn't agenre | delve into al the often.

| shamelessly devour Jennifer Crusie books, but apart from that and the odd classic novel that fitsinto that
genre (here'slooking at you, Jane Austen you minx) it isn't something I'm altogether familiar with. | love the
humor in romance novels, though. | love the give and take of awell-crafted one and the ridiculous scenarios
the heroine inevitably getsinto. What | hate is the trope of |eaving someone you'e engaged to, the cheating
and all. The rewards for terrible behavior and lack of communication...

Luckily, this book didn't offer up any of that. In alot of ways, thiswas a bit of an anti-romance novel. A
book about getting over, or failing to get over, an ex-husband. The trials and tribulations of letting go. The
inevitable destructive behavior that doesn't get rewarded. The strange psychic (?) named Mamawho will get
colors around your head rather than black. Understand? | didn't either.

Thiswas afunny book, yet one all too real when it comesto failed relationships. The obsessive behavior, the
fixations, the failure of others to measure up even when they should. Thisis the messy, awkward side of
relationships that's rarely explored this well and the ways the different sexes deal with it. At times| laughed
at loud; at times | cringed and couldn't contain an eyeroll.

Of course, al of this was with Carrie Fisher and her great humor and weird perspective. It's difficult not to
enjoy her at the best of times, and even though this book might qualify as the worst of times (¢c'mon, dealing
with an ex israrely good), man was it funny and fun.

Kasia says

| don't usually read books where the relationship between a man and a woman takes center stage, the horrors
that imitate rea life are draining and exhausting at times, only making me feel lucky that | don't have to deal
with such things. Luckily this book was so much more than that, it wasalot of fun to read and the ending
didn't suck, | loved it! After reading "Wishful Drinking" and "Postcards from the Edge" | was ready for one
more Carrie Fisher book before | switched themes for awhile, thisis referred to as aromance but it's got
plenty of comedy and non stop male-female conflicts that were anything but romantic.

Dinah Kaufman is ayoung screenwriter who only wants what she can't have. When she's married to Rudy
Gendler conflicts and lack of sweetness and proper communication take atoll on them until they break up.
Once he's gone and in another woman's arms there's nothing sweeter to Dinah then the thought of them back
together, she suffers from mood swings and unsatisfying flings then goes dry for so long that hunting her ex-
husband down in the Hamptons where he's staying with his new blond girlfriend for the summer seems like a
great idea. Her career is a success mostly because she's using her dysfunctional relationships as a guide for
her fictional characters that reflect her soap operalike life. Dinah is an endearing person, her habit of buying
band aids to cover her thumbs so she wont pick at her skin isreal abeit whacky, the funny waysin which she
tires to become more domesticated (cooking is not one of her virtues) and her search for happiness are all
splendidly written and Fisher includes al of Dinah's brainstorming into the story giving her depth. | felt that
Dinah sounded little older than her age (twenty eight) but perhaps going through the hellish relationships that



she chose to pursue robbed her of her innocence and youthfulness. Once she makes up her mind and goes for
the guy, unforeseen obstacles make her question her true heart's desire. The ending was areal surprise (ina
good way) which was nice for a change, lately any book | picked fell apart at the end, but this was solid.

The book was easy to get through once | got used to the constant second guessing that Dinah was doing, |
actually liked it best out of all of Carrie's books and the dialogue was priceless, | wanted to bookmark all the
fun quotes but at the end there were too many, it's something | would love to read again in the future to make
sure | get all of it absorbed because Carrie Fisher has alot on her mind and writing seems to be aform of
therapy for her, | hope she never stops.

KATIE says

Underrated as hell.

Ubalstecha says

Dinah Kaufman writes for a soap opera. Her scripts tend to be retellings of her love life, where she re-
examines the conversations, events and fights that she has had with her lovers. Most significant among these
is Rudy Gendler, noted playwright with whom Dinah had a lengthy relationship. (She calls him her ex-
husbhand.)

Dinah has dumped him, and thought she has moved on, but when she finds out that Rudy has found another
to love, someone who is a complete opposite of her, she becomes obsessed with getting him back. What
followsis apsychotic, narcissistic trip by Dinah to stalk Rudy and his new love in the Hamptons. She runs
into Rudy's sister, hides in Rudy's boot closet to spy on them and contrives to run into them at fireworks
display. All the while, Dinah compares herself to the new woman in Rudy's life, wondering where she went
wrong.

Author Fisher can be accused of drawing from her own life for these characters especially the absentee father
of our main character, but there are some new creations here. Still the main character is definitely the

neurotic creation similar to the main character in Postcards from the Edge.

A nice fluffy diversion.

Britt Lovelady says

| hate to be mean but this was the worst book I've ever read. The plot was dumb, the characters were dull and
unlikeable, and the narrator often went off on atangent that was difficult to understand. This was not the
typical chick-lit that | was expecting and | don't mean that in agood way. | giveit an F.




Emma Doherty says

Found the first third uproariously funny, however the tone is not enough to atone for the plot- which flips
constantly between yawn-inducing and a string of increasingly embarrassing situations that make you squirm
asareader. It makes me feel mean saying this because the main character is based primarily on Carrie Fisher
herself, whom | love, but god! Interior monologues are one thing, the rampant narcissism of a character like
Dinah is entirely another.

Maya B says

Meh...




