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Robin says

Always the Baker, Never the Bride
SandraD. Bricker

Book Summary: In Always the Baker, Never the Bride, readers fell in love with Emma Rae and Jackson, and
they’ ve gotten more acquainted with them in the two books that followed. But now it’ stime for the diamond
to meet the road as Jackson fields an offer to sell The Tanglewood, a move that will uproot this high-flying
family act once and for all. Get reacquainted with all of the lovable and quirky characters from the first three
books as your favorite diabetic baker figures out if she'll achieve her greatest goa of all: Will Emma, at last,
become FINALLY the Bride?

Review: | am of a double mind about this book. The characters were streamlined throughout the series. There
are obviougdly differences between older writers than Ms. Bricker. The main thing is awidening generational
gap an exampleistattoos. | am not fond of them. | never have, it has nothing to do with faith and tattoosit is
more of ahow | look at marking up my body. After reading one review who stated that the Christianity was
not overpowering | would say it is nonexistent other than some weak poorly stated places. How can one be a
Christian and not pray for the things which seldom to never occurred. Another minor but irritating point for
me personally is the descriptions used ‘ her smile stretched..” it brought up pictures of rubber bands to my
mind. Many of these things may seem petty but for me they interrupted the flow of reading. | found the main
characters to be selfish — no children plans because they want to live in Paris not for missions but for them to
enjoy it. There were anumber of these things that were disturbing. | did like the supporting characters and
there were alot that surrounded this series. | liked Hilda avery real character and Aunt Sophie. These were
two great characters that truly helped the main characters. | would still recommend the book because the
book did have agreat conclusion to this series, but this book was more secular than Christian fiction.

I would like to thank Net Galley and Abingdon Publishing for allowing me to read and review this book in
return for afree copy and | was never asked to write afavorable review by anyone.

Pianosue says

An entertaining story. Emma Rae & Jackson are finally on track to get married. Will they finally tie the
knot? Will Emmafinally decide on her perfect cake for their wedding? The rumors start that Jackson is
selling Tanglewood. What will he decide to do? Lots of activity in the book to keep you interested and still
following the story of the many charactersin her books.

Julie Graves says

Jackson has finally popped the question and Emma has said yes! Thistime instead of helping a bride pick out
acakeit is Emmasturn to design her own. Which proves to be a bit difficult for her to come up with just the
right design that portrays she and Jackson's personalities.



While wedding plans are going full-speed ahead Jackson has a huge decision to make for the Tanglewood
that could possibly change the lives of all who work there. What was an ideato possibly relieve stress for
Emma has the opposite effect at the moment and has some of their friends not very happy with them.

Then you have Aunt Sophie who insists that she is going to be Emmals Maid of Honor. Poor Aunt Sophieis
continuing to become confused, but that is one thing that she seemsto hang on to. And Emmalis determined
to make it happen.

With everything that is going on with the planning of the wedding, decisions about their future to be settled,
Emma's health issues and wedding guests cancelling their attendance, one thing remains consistent; Jackson
and Emma's love for each other and determination to keep their relationship and love for the Lord center in
their lives. And seriously, will Emma ever be able to come up with a cake design for their special day?

| enjoyed ALWAY S THE BAKER, FINALLY THE BRIDE just as much as | enjoyed the other books in the
series. | loved the fact that Jackson and Emma were finally going to get married and all of the friends and
family from the other books were brought together to help them plan and celebrate. Their romance and love
for each other comes across in the pages and of course there was a smattering of humor throughout the story
to keep the reader smiling. With recipe's and wedding tips at every chapter ALWAY S THE BAKER,
FINALLY THE BRIDE remains consistent with the rest of the books. An entertaining read!

Thanks to the publishing company Abingdon Press through NetGalley for my copy of the book for review.

Elizabeth Noah Astle says

Thisisthe final book in the series..or maybe not!

Emma Rae Travis and Jackson Drake meet in book one. Emmais a baker and Jackson was setting up a
destination wedding hotel. One thing led to another and they fell in love. In the first three books, you read
about how they fall in love and about their friends.

In this book, Emma and Jackson are ready to tie the knot. Of course, things can not go smoothly. Emma can
not decide on a cake, Sherilyn goes into labor early and Emma becomes friends with a child, Hilde, who is
hiding out in the hotel.

At times, | waslike seriously, can they not catch a break in anything then, | reflect on my life and realize oh
yes, this can happen--one thing after another!

Throughout the book, there are sketches that Emma makes that she may want to use for her wedding cake.
Like the other books in the series, there are also recipes for different types of treats--some look really yummy
that | can not wait to try them out.

Overdl, like the othersin this series, this book makes you feel good. In the end, the guy getsthe girl (well--
the marriage is official), everyoneis happy, and it reminds you that is nice to have great friends around you

to support and surprise as your life journey goes on.

| can see another book written in the series about maybe the first year of their marriage or for when they start



afamily or try to ;) | love the characters and would love to read more..even if it is a spin off of Fee and Sean
or Andy and Sher

Barbara says

| was quite anxious to read the final installment in this series. To truly enjoy this book, you should read the
previous three so you can get to know all the characters. Asyou read about the various charactersin this
book, you are reminded of their stories that was brought out in the other books.

Theday | finished this book was avery emotional day for me. | was unable to attend a friend's wedding.
During lunch, my husband and | talked about the lucky bride and groom. We then started sharing our
memories of our own wedding (over 44 years ago). My goodness how things have changed over the years.
So my mind was on weddings, anyway, as | started reading the final chapters that night. | cried buckets of
tears during the last six chapters. | felt asif | wasright there with Emma and all of her friends. The author
draws you into all the raw emotions of a bride-to-be. The wedding day has some laugh-out-loud glitches, but
Emma wasn't laughing. The conclusion to the book/series was delightful. Y ou won't be disappointed in this
one.

Debbie says

Deliciously Sweet and Funny Romance (5 Stars)
Always the Baker, Finally The Bride (Emma Rae Creation #4) by Sandra D. Bricker

| just finished reading thisbook and | LOVED it! If you haven't read this entire series (Always the Baker,
Never the Bride #1; Always the Wedding Planner, Never the Bride #2; Always the Designer, Never the
Bride #3) | would strongly suggest you read it. Y ou need to read these books in order to follow the characters
and the storyline. Book 4, Always the Baker, Finally the Bride, seemsto be the final in the series, but | hope
the author will revisit them in afollow up novel eventually. | could read about Emma Rae, Jackson, and all
the other great charactersin this series for along time to come.

Emma Rae is afantastic baker and a diabetic! But she creates the best sweets and she decorates the best
wedding cakes ever. This story continues the romance between Emma Rae and Jackson Drake, who isthe
owner of The Tanglewood Inn, located in Roswell, GA and being a Georgiagirl myself, | love to read books
set in our State.

Y ou won't believe some of the things that happen while planning their perfect wedding. Sandra Bricker
writes awonderful story, delightful characters and is perfectly hilarious. You'll smile, giggle, laugh out loud
and even shed some tearsin this book. | would love to read this entire series again, and for me, that means
it's very much worth your time.

Thisisa Christian fiction, but the Christian aspectsis not overpowering and | believe anyone could read
these books and enjoy them. If you enjoy laughing, crying, and being totally captivated by charactersin a
story, then you'll love this series.



| received a complimentary digital copy of this book from NetGalley and Abingdon Press for my honest
opinion and did not receive any compensation for afavorable review. | am disclosing thisin accordance with
the Federal Trade Commission's 16 CFR, Part 255: " Guides Concerning the Use of Endorsements and
Testimonialsin Advertising."

Although, | must disclose that maybe | did receive compensation, not the kind you can measure..but the kind
of compensation that readers get when they are totally drawn into a book, drawn into the characters lives,
and root for them, and cry with them, and laugh with them. This book did my soul good! And that is
compensation enough. | would love to buy this entire series for my church Media Center.

Lisa says

| really like thiswhole series!!

Maria says

I received a complimentary copy from the publisher via NetGalley in exchange for afair and honest review. |
was not compensated for my review in any other way. | rated this 5 out of 5 stars and also marked it as a
"Recommended Read"

Two years ago we were introduced to awonderful set of charactersin Sandra Bricker's Always the Baker,
Never the Bride. While that story didn't give Emma Rae Travis and Jackson Drake the ending | had hoped
for; it was more of a happy for now type ending, Ms. Bricker has kept us up to date on the comings and
goings at The Tanglewood Inn, the premier wedding destination hotel Jackson owns and where Emma
creates her one of akind cakes. Now in Always the Baker, Finally the Bride, Ms. Bricker gives us alast
glimpse into Emma Rae and Jackson's life with the big event we've all be waiting for .....their very own
wedding.

In love with Jackson Drake from almost the moment they met, Emma Rae Travis has spent the last couple of
years creating masterpiece's for other women's weddings. Now after accepting Jackson's proposal, Emma
Rae is faced with the challenge of creating the perfect cake for her own wedding reception. Unfortunately
she can't make up her mind about a design or even pick out the flavor. Especially since Jackson is thinking of
selling The Tanglewood Inn, something which would impact quite afew of their friends, and spending ayear
in Paris to give them both a chance at their dreams.

Jackson Drake can't wait to marry the woman he's been in love with for two years. When a business
opportunity provides him with a chance to make afortune and sell The Tanglewood Inn, Jackson wondersiif
selling would be an answer to prayer or not. While he and Emma would get the opportunity to concentrate on
themselves, they'd be walking away from a business they've built together and the chance to visit with their
friends on adaily basis.

The scenes between Emma Rae and Jackson are fun, full of lively dialogue and give and take. They also
showcase a mature love that comes when two people know what they want, are willing to work to get it and
place their trust in their shared faith in God. Ms. Bricker does agood job developing their characters, their
romance and their shared understanding of what they want in life, and what's really important. While they've



both had challenges to get where they are; Emma Rae is adiabetic pastry chef who can't take more than a
bite of her own creations and Jackson had to recover over the loss of hisfirst wife, both characters relish the
challenges they face ahead as they forge anew life for themselves.

The secondary characters are mostly characters we've met in the previous booksin this series. From Fee,
Emma's Goth assistant, who always makes me laugh, to Sherilyn, the wedding designer who can't get Emma
to pick out a cake and is secretly angry that Jackson is thinking of selling the hotel, to Emma’s mom and dad,
who's second chance at romance took place in the first book. | especialy love Emma Rae's aunt, whose
words of wisdom and generous heart are clearly an inspiration for everyone around her.

Will Emma Rae get up the nerve to tell Jackson she doesn't want him to sell The Tanglewood Inn? And will
their wedding go off without any last minute catastrophes? Y ou'll have to read Always the Baker, Finally the
Brideto find out. While I'm really sad to see this story end, | can't wait to see what Ms. Bricker writesfor us
next.

Gidg says

Thisisthe tale of baker Emma Rae Travis and hotel owner Jackson Drake's love story as they make their
way to the alter and how their relationship and the creation of the Tanglewood Inn brought so many people
into their lives and together to form an extended family. Also, how the characters at one point or another had
help through their trials and tribulations from their mutual spiritual faith and some guidance by the family
pastor, Miguel.

In the first book we read the tale of how the Tanglewood Inn came to be the wedding destination hotel and
who was the inspiration for such a place and how that open the door for Emma Rae and Jackson to find each
other. Emma Rae had one unsuccessful relationship after another before meeting Jackson. Jackson, a
widower, who still pines for departed wife Desirée and how couldn't move on until he obtained some
reluctant guidance by his brother-in-law, pastor Miguel Ramos. Which later hel ped Jackson to open his heart
to Emma Rae and release any guilt he had for moving on.

In the second book was about Emma Rae's friend Sharalin, the wedding coordinator, and her relationship
with her fiancé Andy as they return to Georgia after living in Chicago. There are some personal issues
hindering there relationship from moving forward and some mishaps with Shar's wedding dress (twice) that
turns things on its head. But with the support of their friends at the Tangelwood Inn, guidance by pastor
Miguel, and some personal insight things fall into place for Shar and Andy.

The third book is about the Audrey, the wedding dress designer, and how her life starts to take aturn for the
better once she is embraced by the folks at the Tanglewood Inn. Audrey arrives at the Tanglewood to help
her best friend get ready for her wedding but gets a bonus when she finds love, successin her new career
path in designing her new Plus Size Bridal Couture, and a new group of friends she now calls family to
support her when needed.

In this last book we see all the characters from the first three books come together to help Emma and Jackson
asthey are heading down the aisleto say their "I Do's". Friends, Family, and Faith are key to all these books
but most importantly in this final book in the series. The troubles they face are relatable and never over the
top. And as many of us do when things get tough or confusing we will look for guidance, be it, from friends,



family, or faith. Which is what these characters do so often.

| found it wonderful how the author incorporated scenes from the first book into this book as flashbacks.
Reminding us of how Emma Rae and Jackson came to be and how those key moments shaped their
relationship that lead them to their wedding day. Throughout the book you are rooting for the couple to make
it to the alter even when circumstances make it not such a smooth ride. At one point it wasn't certain if they
would make it as business and family clash over Jackson's decision to sell the Tanglewood and feelings were
hurt. But through it out all the couple finds away to let go whatever that bothers them to see past the moment
and to look to towards the future and to do what is right not only for them but for those around them that they
love. For this reason they are rewarded ten folds at the end and shown by their friends and family how
blessed and loved they are.

These books were brought to my attention by my niece who shares my love for reading and one thing she
and | can agreeisthat what makes this book series so enjoyable to read is the writing is done so well, the
characters are likable, the troubles are not over the top unbelievable, the recipes sound delicious, and the
faith part of the story isn't heaving handed. The Christian component of these books are not aggressively
preachy but rather just showing to be an influencing and guiding hand in the relationship of many of the
charactersin these books;, Making it inspiring and comforting.

| can't wait to recommend this book and the first three books to others the way my niece recommended them
to me.

My Book Addiction and More MBA says

ALWAYSTHE BAKER,FINALLY THE BRIDE by Sandra D. Bricker is an interesting inspirational
romance. #4 in the "Emma Rae Creations',but can be read as a stand alone. See," Always the Wedding
Planner,Never the Bride"," Always the Designer,Never the Bride",and "The Big 5-Oh". You will fall in love
with the characters and the plot. With a bit of humor,lots of food,Emma may just be a bride after all. It is
filled with delightful recipes,abit of trivia,wedding cake drawings,wedding tips,romance and so much
more.At the end of each chapter you will find delicious recipes for you to enjoy. Who doesn't love
recipes,weddings and romance,right? Y ou will delight in this story. Thiswas my first read by this author and
it will not be my last. If you enjoy Janice Thompson's "Weddings by Bella'series,you will delight in
"Always the Baker,Finally the Bride". | plan to go back and read the othersin this series,as this was the final
book in the "Emma Rae Creations',although, | will aready know the conclusion to Emmal’s story. A
wonderful read! Received for an honest review from the publisher.

RATING: 4
HEAT RATING: SWEET

REVIEWED BY': AprilR (Courtesy of My Book Addiction and More)

Victor Gentile says



Sandra D. Bricker in her new book, “Always the Baker, Finally the Bride” Book Four in the Another Emma
Rae Creation series published by Abingdon Press takes us into the lives of Emma Rae and Jackson.

From the back cover: Tanlewood turns into a circus as Emma Rae and Jackson head down the aidle...maybe.

Weféell in love with Emma Rae and Jackson — as they fell in love with each other. But when it’ stime for the
diamond to meet the road, Jackson fields an offer to sell The Tanglewood, a move that will uproot this high-
flying family act once and for all.

With adash of humor and two scoops of love, our favorite diabetic baker sets out to accomplish her greatest
goal of al: Will EmmaFINALLY bethe Bride?

| made a mistake and my mistake was that | was not aware of the first three books in this series before | set
about to read this one. While Ms. Bricker does awonderful job of getting all the events of the first three
books out of the way you would feel alot more comfortable with these charactersif you had previously read
the other books. Having said that let me now say that thisis a wonderful, charming romance. Emmais baker
who has her own shop and does designs for other people’ s weddings. Now, perhaps, it will be her turn. If so
she cannot figure out what the cake will be for her wedding. Just by looking at the cover with the groom at
the top of the wedding cake giving his bride akiss and her legs sticking straight out should give you aclue
that this book is going to make you laugh. Ms. Bricker does an outstanding job of bringing her characters to
life and you really want their romance to succeed. | am going to go out and get the first three books in this
series so | can enjoy them all over again. | am already looking forward to more from this talented author.

If you would like to listen to interviews with other authors and professionals please go to
www.kingdomhighlights.org where they are available On Demand.

To listen to 24 hours non-stop, commercia free Christian music please visit our internet radio station
www.kingdomairwaves.org

Disclosure of Material Connection: | received this book free from Pump Up Y our Book. | was not required
to write a positive review. The opinions | have expressed are my own. | am disclosing thisin accordance
with the Federal Trade Commission’s 16 CFR, Part 255 : “Guides Concerning the Use of Endorsements and
Testimonialsin Advertising.”

Emily says

Predictable, formulaic, but comforting. A satisfying conclusion to the series that will meet readers
expectations.

Michelle Boyea says

Perfect ending to an incredible series. 0

This book wrapped up Emma and Jackson's relationship(s) perfectly.



| could not be happier with the way it turned out. Thisis definitely a seriesthat | will reread in the future.

Candy says

There was so much that | loved about this series! | loved the friendships Emma had with Fee and Sherilyn. It
made me miss having a close girlfriend. The relationship Emma had with her Aunt Sophie, who's in the
beginning stages of Alzheimer's, was really sweet. And Jackson quickly becomes attached to Sophie, aswell.
Jackson’ s three older sisters arein the mix and are always there for him. Plus, afew more |ovable characters
that are all uniquein their own ways! Alwaysthe Baker, Finally the Bride is the fourth book in the Emma
Rae Creations series.

In book 1, Always the Baker, Never the Bride, we meet Emma Rae Travis and Jackson Drake. Jackson buys
the Tanglewood Inn and turnsit into a wedding destination hotel. Emma Rae is hired at the Tanglewood to
bake her award winning cakes. Books 2 and 3 bring new employees to the Tanglewood, and in book 4 we
come full circle back to Emma Rae and Jackson.

In Always the Baker, Finally the Bride Emma Rae and Jackson are getting married! - or are they? Y ou would
think having put together so many weddings in the past, planning Emma’ s wedding would be a breeze, but
Emma has trouble designing her own wedding cake! When Jackson receives a too-good-to-pass-up offer to
sell Tanglewood, his decision upsets alot of his friends and family, including Emma Rae. Asthe big day
approaches, and more things go wrong, Emma begins to think this wedding might not happen! Will Emma
and Jackson have the future they have been dreaming about?

Dude! | love Feel!! Sheisone of my favorite characters! She's Emma’ s assistant. When Emmawas hired at
The Tanglewood, she brought Fee along with her. The two are opposites in appearance, but work well
together and are close friends.

Sherilyn wasn’t my favorite person. Even in her own story (book 2) there was something about her that just
didn't click with me. In this book, the way she gets mad at Jackson about selling The Tanglewood | just
didn’'t like.

I loved the recipes and wedding tips placed between the chapters.

Always the Baker, Finally the Bride is a cute and humorous read! | found myself chuckling out loud a few
times! | don’t think thisisastand alone. | feel you must read aleast the first one to have a better
understanding of the story. For those of you who want to know, it is a clean romance with Christian values. |

had alot of fun reading these!

**| received a copy of Alwaysthe Baker, Finally the Bride for my honest review.**

Melanie says

Emma Mae is an outstanding Baker at The Tanglewood, an Inn catering to weddings and honeymoons. Her
famous Creme Brulee cake is all the rage! Jackson, owner of the Inn and Emma are now getting married. The
first three books would have been helpful to read before this one. Much of the book feels like we should



already know these charactersand | didn't.

| found it interesting that Emmais a diabetic baker. She makes these beautiful, tasty works of art, but can't
really indulge in them because of her diabetes. The stress of running the Tearoom at the Tanglewood is
getting to her alittle as she is trying to plan her wedding to Jackson.

A company contacts Jackson and wants to clone the hotel, and set up 5 more around the country. They are
interested in purchasing the original for avery good price. Jackson and Emma could live in Paris for ayear,
get settled into their marriage and take some time to write and take baking classes. The problemis, the
Tanglewood istheir life, and the employees are like family. How will they make a decision? Emmaleavesit
to Jackson, asit was a dream of hislate wife Desiree to have the Tanglewood up and running. Emma doesn't
feel right in asking him to keep it.

I love how this has some quirky charactersinit like Aunt Sophie, who is struggling with lucidity, and thinks
Emma and Jackson have been married several times aready. Hildie is a orphan who was living in the hotel
unknown to the staff, and | enjoyed having a child in the story as well.

There are several characters and it takes awhile to get everyone straight. | think even at the end some of the
secondary ones | waslike.. who isthat again? | think if | had read the first | would have gotten them down
better.

Throughout the novel are great tips for organizing your wedding. After each chapter is a short page on topics
like Tips for calming a nervous bride, Traditional wedding flowers and their meaning, and great recipes
including the 6 step process of making the Creme Brule wedding cake. | think | will leave that one to the
professionals!

| really enjoyed this book, and | am planning on reading the first three in the series starting with, Always the
Baker, Never the Bride even though | already know the end of the story. The characters are super likeable
and | didn't want the story to end. | see she has two others that go along in the series as well.




