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When a Washington psychiatrist is found dead in his office, Mackenzie Smith is called in to defend one of
his patients who has become a suspect. Then information emerges that links the slain shrink to a highly
secret CIA mind control project.

A programmed assassin strikes and kills the wildly popular frontrunner in the presidential race. As aresult of
the nation, the other government agencies have become aware of the rogue CIA program. They want
toinfiltrate it, and Mac Smith's client, the accused killer, seems to be their perfect spy.

But the assassin is programmed to kill anyone who threatens him or his organization, which includes Mac
and hiswife, Annabel....Margaret Truman thrills again with Experiment in Murder, the riveting next
installment in her Capital Crimes series.
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From Reader Review Experiment in Murder for online ebook

Bonnie Muzny says

| didn’t care for this book.

Debbie Behning says

I thought this was going to be a sorry abut Annabell and Mac, easy breezy book with the usual DC comments
and places. Not what | got, they are such aminor part of the story, they dont even need to be mentioned. An
interesting plot, but to my type of thing. Was thinking it was a mystery, but really a story of government
subversive plots and such.

Ellen says

audio book read by Dick Hill who did agood job.

Thiswas my first book in this series so | didn't even notice that there were re-occurring characters.

The plot was interesting, if distasteful, and | was hoping for a better ending. | hate it when the bad guys get
away with murder, and it didn't even do any good! The substitute candidate won the presidency so what was
the point?

Matt says

The Capital Crime series returns with its second post-Truman novel, penned by Donald Bain. In this latest
novel, Mackensie and Annabel Smith (famed regulars throughout) make appearances at various pointsin the
book, though their rolein the larger plot isminimal, asit has been in the last few novels. Front and centreis
the death/murder of a prominent D.C. psychiatrist, mowed down as he headed to work. When it becomes
apparent aformer patient is at the centre of the murder investigation, it appears to be an open and shut case.
Hypnosis and the injection of suggestion through the subconscious play key roles and |eaves the reader to
wonder how this can be interpreted in alegal setting. Bain also turns the book away from solving the crime,
creating anovel whereby the reader knows the crime and its actors, waiting to seeif the plan can be brought
to fruition. Memory suggestion will prove the ultimate weapon against the larger victim. Minor police and
psychological investigations expose portions of the plot, but will it be enough and can the two halves merge
before it’stoo late? It will take more than fast-paced characters to solve the crime, but also a clear and sober
mind, which is harder to do than might be expected. Bain resurrects the theme Truman made popular with a
strong D.C. backdrop and keeps the reader intrigued throughout, asked about the ‘why’ rather than the usual
‘who’.

While the story is surely lessintriguing than those written by Truman earlier in the series, | could not help
but be drawn in to the plot that makes its presence known throughout the entire novel and overtakes even
discovering the truth behind the ultimate crime. Use of hypnosis for negative means, especialy ina
therapeutic setting, adds alayer of interest to the entire story. While | would have preferred something more



legal or even investigative, Bain keeps the reader somewhat hooked and surely at least partialy curious
about its truth. Pushing the blame on the CIA (though trying to rationalise it as creation of a super spy to help
America) isan age-old trick more to vilify than anything else. Still, Bain writesin such away as not to
blatantly turn the entire situation into a far-fetched conspiracy theory.

Kudos Mr. Bain for picked up the thread where Margaret Truman left off. Not as poor as some of the
posthumously continued series (read: Ludlum’s Bourne), Bain isto be commended for his efforts. That said,
I would have preferred a Smith-centred novel, as they kept the series alive for over 25 years.

Sue Landes says

Very disappointed! Mac and Annabelle were hardly part of the story. So very sorry that the Truman Estate
allowed this book to be published as a Capital Crimes story. Donald Bain has deviated way too much from
Truman’s story line! Truman’s name should not be on this book. This should be under Donald Bain's name
only and should have been promoted as a government conspiracy novel with no closure. | normally read all
series books in order but | missed several of the previous Capital Crimes books including #25 which was the
first story written by Bain after Truman’s death. Trust me, | will not bother with reading it!

M elissa says

Thiswas not really amurder mystery- more of athriller with a stupid conspiracy type theme with a supposed
mind control experiment by the CIA. | got fed up with it and skimmed the last 1/2 of the book.

Lynn says

An okay mystery but definitely not a Capital Crimes book. The two characters from the Capital Crime series,
Mac and Annabelle Smith have more of a cameo appearance and no weight in the story or the solving of the
crime. It would be better to let Margaret Truman's work stand by itself than to churn out an inferior
imitation.

Janette says

Thisis nothing like Margaret Truman's books....just because he uses her old characters ( just throws them in
now and then), does not mean it is the same. Notice the title, not the same as the others. Don't bother to read
the book if you are looking for anew Truman mystery. This guy should just use his own name and drop
Margaret Truman's. Thiswas just stupid. Her family should not let him write anymore!

Paul says



Thistitle can hardly be considered a Margaret Truman work (remember that Margaret passed away early
2008). The story ling, etc. by Bainisfar removed from the good mystery writing that Truman gave us which
also was not too agenda driven if at all. In thistitle, you have multiple agendas being driven which detracts
from the story flow. Margaret had been retiring certain characters late in the series (logical progression) and
was moving on. Those characters are suddenly resurrected despite the fact that they have little reason to bein
the story. She also used fictional political characters and did not use her books to take pot shots at living
persons or to elevate others. Margaret was sensitive to having been a'target’ herself as the daughter of a past
president, and kept political figures as fictional. Therefore, the use of living persons, etc. would be out of
character for her. | am disappointed at how Bain wrote thistitle and sorry for the Truman family as her name
isused asfirst author. | don't think Margaret would have liked how thistitle was written nor approved of it.

Massanutten Regional Library says

Elizabeth, Central patron, June 2016, 2 stars:

| read this book for the library's mystery book club which meets next Monday night. | have read a couple of
Margaret Truman's mysteries, the most recent of which was Murder at the Library of Congress, and think she
hits the right amount of violence and suspense to keep me interested but not tense. She is dead now, and
Donald Bain is supposed to be writing in the same style. It doesn't work: this book had more violence and
was more like athriller with a not so good ending. Truman's main characters, Annabel and Mac Smith, were
just tangential in this novel. Didn't much likeit.

Helenk says

| enjoyed this book which mentions many landmarks in Washington DC. It also has an interesting plot
involving conspiracy and hypnotism underwritten by the CIA. It gives one pause for thought on how
supposedly good things can be twisted into bad. At times it made me think of Manchurian Candidate.

Buckeye reader says

| have read all of Margaret Truman's book. When | saw afew more come out, | was interested in reading
them. Thiswas my first one under the new author. Seemed very repetitive and wordy to me. Story line was
so-s0. Didn't feel to me like a Truman book.

Kathy kennedy says

Series of suspicious deaths at hands of rogue CIA.

Judy Parker Cohen says



good plot

Brick says

If only there were away to give out ratings of negative stars!! This book would set arecord. The good guys
come to a bad end, the bad guys get away with murder, literally and metaphorically, as does the author. All
of the characters are remarkably stupid, cartoonish, and although there are many elegant and sophisticated
cartoons, these are remarkably stupid cartoons. The most engaging character, supposed to be avery astute
psychologist with a prior background of consulting for the police, quickly discoversthat a hit and run murder
has been committed by a uniquely suggestible victim of mind control, he discovers the identity of the
gratuitously evil psychiatrist responsible and discovers the linksto a CIA sponsored research effort studying
mind control, and then this astute and experienced individual reveals his own concerns and discoveriesto al
the folks who could possibly wish himiill, and finally in a crowning bit of stupidity goes aoneto visit
personally the "programmed" murderer, who, of course, has been "programmed" to murder him and self
destruct, and, of course, the "programmed" murderer accomplishes this with ease. Who would have seen that
coming? Anyone who read even part of the prior text. Of course all of the other participants act with
coincidentally similar levels of stupidity. Asit happens, the ridiculously stupid activities of the evil doers
work out well for them, in spite of their mistakes and misjudgments, because of the overwhel ming ineptness
of al of the good guys, including the friends, acquaintances, lawyers, and police.

A friend of mine once advised "don't ascribe anything to conspiracy that is more easily explained by
stupidity" but here the author hits all of the bases, putting together a totally unbelievable conspiracy
remarkable for the stupid mistakes of the conspirators who succeed and then escape all accountability
because of the even more remarkable stupidity of everyone else.




