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James Bannon’s debut novel, I2, is a gripping psychological thriller built on a bold science-fiction premise.
On the eve of creating a revolutionary procedure by which memories can be uploaded and stored, renowned
bio-software engineer Edward Frame is diagnosed with terminal cancer. Secretly turning the procedure upon
himself, Frame prepares to begin life again. But something goes terribly wrong. Instead of returning to the
woman he loves, Edward is born into the family of his rival: a man who has stolen his company, his fortune,
his widow and his children. His towering intellect and experience trapped in the form of a helpless child,
Edward Frame embarks on an odyssey of life that is in turns exhilarating and terrifying, joyous and tragic.

As the plot races from one twist to the next, Bannon cleverly elevates his page-turning thriller into a
profound exploration of the growth of the human soul and the true meaning of sacrifice and love.
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From Reader Review i2 for online ebook

Eric Wallace says

Unique premise, with an interesting presentation to match.

But, much as others have written in their reviews here, the book takes a dive not long after the protagonist's
re-birth, where the book (a) loses its drive and connection to the central love story, and (b) turns into porno
smut as the author tries to demonstrate every detail of the character "hitting bottom." Thus, I skipped most of
the 3rd chapter (it was just disgusting), and I don't think I missed anything worthwhile.

All told, I'm left with the feeling that this is such a great idea with lots of possibilities, but it was wasted on
an unconvincing tale of love and loss. (Come to think of it, that's nearly exactly how I felt about Charlie
Kaufman's movie, "Being John Malkovich" too!)

Matt says

i2 was a fairly interesting story having to do with the end of one man's life and through science he is reborn
and starts living a second life. I like how the story is broken up in to different areas first with Edward Frame
and his eventual death then to his rebirth and the first few years of that life till jumping to him as a teenager.

For the most part the story stayed entertaining that i didn't ever get really bored with it, tho it did have some
parts that were a little slower then the rest. The sceince stuff was interesting and i liked the whole brain copy,
cloning, and then downloading of the copied brain to the clone stuff and how it was used in this novel to
form an entertaining story.

Overall a great story worth the time to read it. It gave for a lot of scenarios to arise to the main character and
how he would react basically having more then one lifes experience (or in some cases lack of experience)
with different aspects of life. I enjoyed i2.

Tobin says

The premise is cool. The follow through on the "awakening" in the body of a newborn is also well done. It's
when Adam/Ed encounters too many depraved teens that the story really strains at reality.

While there is plenty of explanation for the science (fiction) behind the transplanting of a person into another
there wasn't enough to explain the extraordinary number of depraved and sex-starved teens in this non-
specific era in humanity. Given any detail on how the book's civilization might be different than our own I
tend to go with what I know/believe. And one thing I don't believe is all the teenage sex - slightly deviant as
well as completely boring - had by Adam/Ed. If Bannon was trying to show how far Adam/Ed had fallen
then there are many other ways to show it and I think the method Bannon chose served the story poorly.

It's a strong novel that got a bit off-track but worked its way back and had a satisfying, if a little unclear,
ending. It was hard to put down and the familial and love themes resounded well with me.



I gave it 7/10 on my personal scale.

-tpl

Chris says

It started out with an interesting scifi premise, but about half way through turned into sordid teenage soft
porn. Very awkward and stunted, but apparently Bannon has found some fans based on the other reviews I
see.

Jacki Donnelly says

The first half of this book was a fantastic read for me. The story's concept was unique and delivered quite
masterfully. The plot seemed to flow well, the characters were well developed and I was involved in their
lives.

Once the second half of the book (and by this "2nd half" reference I am referring to the main characters'
transformation or 2nd act of his life) I became less satisfied with the writing and delivery of the story. In my
opinion it was a little too raunchy for my taste. I caught myself almost abandoning the book a few times
because I felt the point and actions of the main character could have been delivered in a less vulgar way and
have the same impact to the story.

Overall it was an okay read. I would have liked to see the concept taken in a different manner.

Josh Bickford says

This could have been an all-timer, but got caught up making me read about sick stuff nobody would want to
read about.

It's too bad, if this had been written with a pg-13 rating in mind and stayed away from all the deviant sexual
stuff it could have been amazing.

Karen Kennedy says

Compelling

I could not stop reading until the story was told. That hasn't happened to me since The Shining when I was
up most of the night reading, which makes me thankful I started this book on Saturday morning. James
Bannon made me look at my life's experiences from a different, larger perspective making me feel both a
truly small cog in that I lived and reacted to life as most of us do, and yet recognizing that I am truly a unique
human because I made the choices I have to this point, arriving where I am: where no one has been or will be
again. I'll look forward to hearing from Mr. Bannon again.



Gary says

i2 takes the philosophical hypothesis and turns it into a literary one. What would you do if you could relive
your life with all of your adult knowledge? This premise is what drew me to this book. I sat and finished it in
one sitting.

It took me through a range of emotions from amusement and raucous laughter to disgust and utter distain. It
poses a subtle psychological question to the reader. IT leaves you questioning your own moral compass by
the actions of the protagonist. I personally found the character to be justified in all his action even when I
was disgusted by it. Because no one can really say with certainty what they would or should do in that
situation.

Even before I finished I knew it was one of my favorite reads of 2012. It’s making question my notion of
‘self’ based on the premise. Would I really want to relive my life with the accumulated knowledge of a
previous life? Its left to the reader to make their own judgments on the subject. God help the person who
eventually does, they could very well be creating a hell of their own design.

James Bannon does an amazing job of showing the two iterations of this man’s lives. He not only shows the
benefits, which at hilarious at times, but also the pitfalls of living with the ghost of your former self. From
the first line to the last line, I don’t think I’ve read a more drama change in a specific character. I will
definitely be reading this one again in the coming year.

Michael says

This is really a tale of two books, as the first half of the story was pretty good but the second half of the story
went so far downhill I had to quit reading it.

There's really not much action or dialogue - it's more of a narrative. The first half of the story had some
intriguing possibilities as you think of your internal Walter Mitty moment and "what if" you could do things
over again. However, with the second half of the book it just seemed to plod along and along and along with
a preoccupation of a sexually frustrated adult trapped in an adolescent body (with no idea of where this story
was heading) I had to quit reading it.

I picked this up for free during a Kindle promotion and, as I type this review, I see the pricing has reverted
back to $5.99: save your money and look for something else.

Mike Cavosie says

Sci fi and psy fi.



Rodney says

In James Bannon's novel "i2" Edward Frame creates technology that allow's the essence of a human being to
be stored on a computer and downloaded to an unborn child. In essence its immortality of the mind and spirit
if not the body or even the soul. As many have said this is an interesting premise.

The book started out rather slowly with lots of background material about the research and some back story
about Edward, his mistress and his family but quickly moved forward after his essence was transplanted to
the unborn child. I found the birth and early years of Edward's new incarnation of Adam to be the most
interesting and exciting part of the book. Much of this was humorous as he explored his body and world. For
me the story took a bit of a wrong turn as Adam moved into adolescence and began a destructive round of
sexual encounters and drug abuse.

At that point I believe so much more could have been done with the novel. What if the accomplishments that
were imagined by Edward Frame early in the novel could actually have been achieved by Adam? I think this
would have made a more exciting and unpredictable story. As it was it just degenerated into one teenage
sexual fantasy after another.

I also wanted to mention I hate reading books with no chapter break. I think that alone prejudiced me against
this book. On a positive note I enjoyed the way the author ended the story and found Adam's selfless act
some redemption for all the destruction he caused earlier.

I wish I could give this book 3 1/2 stars. I believe that if the author had just taken a deep breath, maybe
paused for a chapter break and thought more about the possibilities the book laid out in the beginning he
could have written something really special. As it is there is still much to recommend about this novel but
like his character Adam it fails to reach its potential.

Julie says

DNF'd at 65%. Interesting idea but BORING execution. There is nothing "thrilling" about this book. It
plodded along. Heck, we didn't even get to plot until about 10% into the book...up until then it was all
backstory. i finally quit because nothing of significance was happening, and I didn't care about the
characters.

And the almost the entire story is written as narrative. Dialogue, dialogue, wherefore art thou dialogue?
Answer: not in this book. It was strange and puzzling and...boring.

It would have gotten only one star, but I though the scientific concept was interesting.

Natalie says

I thought the concept of this book was a really good one. I feel like it could have gone so many different
ways. I was sooo interested in what was going to happen to our main character... until half way through... we
start to get a glimpse of the direction the story is heading and it turns into way more of a story of a troubled
teen than internal struggles between young/old, new/used, good/evil, ect. It becomes rather mundane. Even



the "action" sequences in the second half of this book leave a lot to be desired. I was hoping for a darker
series of events. I eventually just stopped caring about what was happening and wanted to get through it. Oh
well...

Steve says

This book is a fast-paced, psychological thriller that offers the idea of reincarnation with a sinister twist.
Brutal at times, and touching in others. As a dad, I can't help but shed tears when I read (and re-read) the
soccer scene in the closing pages. But don't skip ahead, you'll want to follow every twist and turn.

Gloria Johnson says

Fascinating premise in this book - scientist figures out how to download his mind with all its knowledge and
memories, then transfer it to a fetus, who is then born with his knowledge and memories. Imagine being an
infant and toddler with all of this going on in your head. There is a true bad guy in the book and the main
character has to live through some pretty rough times. Not only that, but its a love story with some pretty
incredible hurdles. Great read.


