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From Reader Review Compass South for online ebook

Kelly Gunderman says

Check out this and other reviews on my young adult book blog, Here's to Happy Endings!

Compass South was originally published in 2016, and I hadn't heard about it until the awesome folks over at
:01 First Second Books invited me to join the blog tour for the sequel, Knife's Edge. Also, I really hadn't
been into graphic novels until very recently, so I guess that's another reason I hadn't heard of it. But now that
I'm obsessed with graphic novels, I jumped on the chance to check this out - I mean, face it - a middle grade
graphic novel adventure that features pirates, twins, and secrets? Yes, please - sign me up!

Twins Alex and Cleo are twelve years old, and they are essentially abandoned by a father who leaves on a
job and never returns. After waiting for a few weeks, they realize that something horrible must have
happened and that he isn't coming back, and they decide to take up an offer in the newspaper about a man
looking to find his twin boys, both of whom have red hair. The man is offering a reward, and they figure hey,
why not? They don't have anything to lose, and they're down on their luck, so Cleo cuts off her hair and the
two decide to board a ship and head to San Francisco. So the twins sell off their old gang boss's identity (they
were a part of the Black Hook Gang, completing robberies and the like), and in exchange will receive
passage to New Orleans, where they can begin a new life. Since they want to get to San Francisco, they
decide that this is good for now - they can complete the journey on their own.

Unfortunately, they meet up with another set of twins who have the same idea, and Alex and Cleo get
separated from each other - and the other set of twins get separated as well. Alex is kidnapped and thrown on
a ship, where he is forced to work, while Cleo becomes a stowaway on another ship, hoping that she will
meet Alex at the end of their journeys.

All through this, we see glimpses of the Black Hook Gang and how they are after both Alex and Cleo,
looking for them and the two items that they hold dear - a pocket watch and a knife, from their mother,
before she died. Avoiding these people is difficult, and when they get separated and are forced to do what
they can to survive, it becomes a really fun and interesting adventure.

This is such a fun story, and it worked out amazingly well as a graphic novel. It was the kind of fun
that keeps you at the edge of your seat and allows you to use your own mind to slowly put the pieces of
the puzzle together.  The twins are great characters and the story goes back and forth between Alex and
Cleo. It's easy to follow, and the twists and turns keep it interesting and exciting through the very last page.

I loved both Alex and Cleo as characters. Alex is a hardworking, steadfast character who knows what he
wants, and Cleo is loyal and, at the same time, independent. She does what needs to be done. I think that the
way her character was written will definitely draw in a lot of readers - middle grade readers especially will
rejoice when they have the chance to read an enthralling and exciting story about these two.

The artwork in Compass South was beautifully done - I really love Rebecca Mock's style and the way
that she was able to really make her characters come to life through her art.  The images and the story
meshed so well together and were both so full of life. This is the very first middle grade graphic novel that
I've read, and I can't wait to pick up more!

Compass South was such a delight to read - the story was a complete adventure from the very



beginning until the last page, and I'm thrilled that the sequel is soon to be published as well, giving us
a chance to see what happens in the lives of Alex and Cleo after the end of Compass South.

Note: I received a copy of this book from the publisher in exchange for an honest review - Thank you!

Chris Schweizer says

Compass South is one of the best adventure comics I’ve read in years. Hope Larson’s script delivers a
propulsive narrative with engaging characters, and Rebecca Mock’s expressive art masterfully flushes the
world of 1860 and the folks who live in it.

As dialogue goes, many historical comics create an obstacle for readers. Either the author offers up text that
is too wrapped up in period syntax to make for an easy read (leading a prospective younger audience
struggle), or they eschew that syntax for a more modern style of dialogue and in doing so robs the story of its
flavor and verisimilitude. Compass South strikes a deft balance between delivering period authenticity (if
there were anachronisms in content or dialogue, none jumped out at me) and accessibility. Though the story
pulls no punches with its depictions of life-and-limb danger, it’s entirely appropriate for a younger audience,
and I suspect that I’ll either read it with my daughter (six) soon or pass it on for her to read herself. The
dialogue makes that possible, but it also doesn’t mar the experience for adult period buffs, either.

Like many YA books, this one allows for a sequel, but is a complete story in its own right (installment books
that fail to deliver a stand-alone reading experience are a pet peeve, so that aspect is certainly appreciated). I
can think of few books whose arrival I anticipate more than the follow-up to this one.

Lata says

Lots of swash and adventuring in this beautifully illustrated story of a sister and her twin brother, a
lost/absent father, a possible treasure, the girl pretending to be a boy, thieves, pirates, nefarious schemes and
plenty of action. A quick and fun read.

David Schaafsma says

Cher's 1971 hit, "Tramps and Thieves":

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dG0C5...

So, I've been quickly reviewing Philip Pullman's His Dark Materials series (and the comics version) as I
prepare to read his recently released The Book of Dust, and in the process saw this first volume of The Four
Points series, Compass South, which I read last year, and its second volume, in a pile of books, so finally will
review, very briefly:

This is an adventure story, without the politics or religion of Pullman's series. Or the language. But it
reminds me of so many books I read growing up: The Prince and the Pauper, Around the World in Eighty



Days, Hardy Boys. Castaway kids. The Swiss Family Robinson. Kids making their way in the world, some
of them orphans. Danger, thrills.

Compass is a comics series, so it is quicker and has less language to fill in the story, but it is fun. Lots of
swash and buckle. A beautifully illustrated story of a sister and her twin brother, a lost/absent father, possible
treasure, the girl pretending to be a boy, thieves, pirates. A quick and fun read. 3.5, rounded up because the
11 and 12 year olds here liked it quite a bit. (And I dusted off The Swiss Family Robinson and The Prince
and the Pauper and 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea to put on the pile of books).

Francesca says

This reminded me a lot of Amulet, I really liked the friendship and the adventure.

paula says

Old-fashioned adventure on the high seas and in tropical jungles. Set in the nineteenth century, two sets of
red-haired twins race from New York to San Francisco with pirates! on their tail. #bookaday

Erica says

Manhattan, 1860. Red-headed twins Cleopatra and Alexander find themselves burglaring for an orphan street
gang after their father goes out to a job one day and never returns. A run-in with the police and an ad in the
paper send them off on an ocean adventure that includes another set of red-headed twins, some pirates,
heirlooms that are more than what they appear, and finding out who they are as individuals.

It's a fun, fast-paced, sea-adventure graphic novel with diverse characters and a forward-moving plot. The art
is bright, breezy, and endearing.

Highly recommended for its intended audience.

Anne says

?"I bought 'er that shell from Tahiti. She sewed it over her eye patch so she could watch over me, no matter
the distance between us."

This adventure novel has it all: rollicking fun, danger, heart, family bonds, and a pinch of budding romance.
It's aimed at middle grade readers, so it's a fast read. But the plot kept me hooked, and I'm already excited to
dive into book two.

The story revolves around a pair of twins who are separated while they are on the run from gangsters, pirates,
and the law. The bond between them plays a large role in the novel, but there's are also themes of found



families and I loved that inclusion.

Graphic novels illustrated in full color are my kryptonite. Rebecca Mock did a great job will the artwork
here. I enjoyed her style and use of color to set the mood. She's only worked on this series, but I'm looking
forward to seeing more from her.

There is a heartbreaking side story of a sailer and his lost love (the quote above is from their tale), and I do
hope the author considers giving them a spinoff novel.

Overall, I'd definitely recommend to middle grade readers looking for a fun adventure book, and older
readers in the mood for an enjoyable graphic novel to spend the afternoon with.

Anh says

This is a great book, I loved graphic novels and this is a great choice for everybody to read it. The ending
was sad, I love it and I can’t wait for chapter 2 of this you should watch it, it is really good.

Julie says

True story: yesterday I was at the bookstore, and I overheard a grandmother asking a clerk to help her find a
book for her grandson. She had a short list of titles, but could not find any of them on the shelves. I hear the
bookseller say, "Oh, that's because these are with the graphic novels." After a short pause (I wish I could
have seen their faces!), she added, "Graphic novels as in novels with lots of pictures, not GRAPHIC
novels!", and I heard the grandmother let out a big breath and say, "Ohhh.... okay."

Anyway, I was thinking I would not like this book. I was thinking, a story set more than 100 years ago, as
basically a comic strip? No, thank you. But I picked it up at the library anyway, and I was more than
pleasantly surprised! Quick read? Yes! Developed and believable characters? Check! Nice story arc and
good plot? Bingo! I would say it took about three to six pages before I was completely engrossed -- pretty
darn fast. Am I a new fan of graphic novels? No, not yet. But for anyone who doubts the genre in general, I
would point them to this title.

Kitkat says

This book was really cute and loving. I loved how they are separated and how they miss each other. I thought
it was adorable how Cleopatra's relationship with her guy. How she got jealous that he kissed someone was
so cute and how they kissed each other. I cannot wait to see how the father is.

Sylvester says

4* art
4* story



A fun adventure with treasure and two sets of twins and a lost father...

Phillip Brunetti says

Graphic Novel Entry #2

"Compass South" by Hope Larson is a graphic novel targeted towards children who read at an intermediate
grade level, 3rd-6th grade. I would identify as a Fantasy Fiction graphic novel because though the setting
takes place in a somewhat realistic mid-1800s setting, the story includes ghosts, telepathy, and magical
treasure maps.

Text-to-Self: The novel focuses on a pair of twins who become separated during a voyage to San Francisco.
Most of the novel focuses on the twins separate journeys to San Francisco and their plight to re-uniting. The
connection the twins share and the lengths they're willing to go to finding each other reminds me of the
connection I share with my own family. I can relate to the feeling of loss both siblings share when they lose
each other because of the value I place in my own family and the fear I have experienced when my brother
was in a serious car accident.

Text-to-Text: This novel shares a strong connection with the classic novel "Treasure Island". "Treasure
Island" focuses on a young boy who is flung into an adventure on the open sea to find buried treasure. It is
very possible that "Treasure Island" was a leading inspiration for the author of "Compass South" because
many of the same plot devices are used in the graphic novel to progress the story and to excite the audience.
Such similarities include: maps bestowed to the protagonist that lead to buried treasure, long voyages out at
sea, pirates, and deception from a former crew mate.

Text-to-World: Most of the characters in the story are not wholly good or wholly evil. For instance the
protagonists meet another pair of twins who are trying to pull off a scam similar to the one that the
protagonists are attempting. These twins are by no means moral characters but nevertheless become close
friends to the protagonists. Though these characters are not wholly good you get a peek into their past lives
and start to see how the environment around them taught them harsh lessons that affected who they became.
The twins are orphans who have been suffering from the effects of working in a coal factory for long periods
of time. This is something we can apply to our own world because we are all constantly being changed by
our environment. If we always look at the world as black or white we will never understand the nuances of
the world. Just like the characters in "Compass South" no one in the real world is wholly good or wholly evil
and we need to to be able to better understand where someone came from to understand who someone is and
to understand why they are doing what they are doing.

Carrie says

I was pleased to find this as I've heard of Hope Larson before, and it seemed like an interesting concept. The
art is sound and the world is well-populated. However, I found the turns of events predictable and irritating.

Two sets of twins are both looking to answer an ad, where a wealthy father looks to be reunited with his red-
headed twin sons, as impostors. Naturally they run into each other, get mixed up while fleeing, and have to
tolerate each other as they journey towards San Francisco and, hopefully, towards their other sibling.



(Common plot thread.) The two sets both end up on separate ships and go through slightly different journeys,
but given that they both look almost exactly alike I found it difficult to keep track, despite unique
personalities. This wasn't helped by the fact that the main twins, Cleo and Alex, kept handing off their
heirlooms to each other or losing them to thieves.

There's also the "magical twin connections" in which Alex was literally given visions and answers as if Cleo
was right beside him saying it. I'm not a twin myself, but from friends who are, I hear this is an annoying
cliche.

The one aspect I actually liked was the friendship that developed between Alex and...Edwin? The lads
eventually opened up to each other and show a little of their goals and their backstory. It was a pleasing
chapter, but the only one of its kind.

One of the groups runs into a native girl and has some adventures with her. But the girl is named "Sar"--
which means "Monkey." Really?

In this volume, I encountered no other racism, refreshingly. The one black man who was refused marriage to
the woman he loved was because of his profession, not his skin tone. However, we were hit over the head
with restraints on Cleo, one of the twins, at every instance someone found out she was a girl (disguised as a
boy). The other characters immediately and consistently alter their behavior towards her when they find out
the truth. She didn't push back on this at all. She even developed a crush on one of the other twins who had
done nothing but insult her and make her stay behind. He later told her he "thought of her as a sister...as a
brother," but just a few pages after that, kissed her anyway. (Uh?) This was also the second young man to
show interest in her despite looking at least a few years older--and she is twelve, by the way, so that age
difference might be significant.

All in all, I was disappointed by this work. I'm just glad it was quick.

Andrew Wolgemuth says

I read this with our 5yo, and we both enjoyed it. The storyline stretched her (it's a visuals-centric tale with
two sets of identical twins after all...and there are some ship names and a variety of geographic settings -
details to track), but - with a few pauses to review who characters were and where in the world they were - it
was a fun story.

As so often happens with main-character youth, Cleo and Alex's parents aren't in the picture. The adventures
of untethered youth are interesting as anything seems possible and, well, they have to survive, don't they?
Consequently, outlandish schemes seem reasonable and one can suspend belief as they stowaway on ships
and run through the Central American jungle and such.

The book finished fairly satisfyingly even as we were eager to hop right into Book #2 in the series.


