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From Reader Review The Quarters Novels: Volume I for online
ebook

Rachel C. says

If you like Mercedes Lackey's Valdemar stuff, you will definitely like these books. In this area of her work,
i.e. fantasy, Huff is virtually indistinguishable from Lackey in terms of style and subject matter. I kept
expecting telepathic white horses to appear in the story.

I liked the first book a little better than the second. Annice was a fun character, stubborn and spunky.

Jo says

Gave up part way through the first story. About the only thing I remember now is the blind bard guy. He was
a cool character concept.

kashiichan says

Book 1: Sing The Four Quarters - 3 stars

Book 2: Fifth Quarter - 2 stars

zjakkelien says

This book contains Sing the four quarters and Fifth quarter.

Sing the four quarters
I really liked this book about Annice, the princess who became a bard. I like the world, with the way society
is organized (bards working for the king to spread and collect news, and to assist in criminal cases), and with
the bardic magic, used to command the kigh (Air, Water, Earth, and Fire). I liked bardic life, going on walks,
talking to all kinds of people and of course, singing. I liked the characters, who are flawed but likable.

What I liked a lot is how casually equal Huff's society regards men and women. She doesn't make a fuss
about it, but a corporal can just as easily be a woman as a man. Two partners can just as easily be
homosexual as heterosexual. There is even mention of one of the princes forming a political alliance through
a relationship with another man. This I have never seen before. Even in fantasy societies where
homosexuality is accepted, being gay for a prince would mean he can't be used for marriages of state, or he
tragically marries a princess, and perhaps his boyfriend can come along. Not so in Sing the four quarters. It
really doesn't matter whether you are a man of a woman or whether you like men or women. No mention is
even made of it: this is just the way things are, an no discussion is necessary. Quite refreshing!

Fifth quarter



At first, I was a little disappointed that this is not about the same country or the same characters, but this
faded soon. This story takes place in a neighboring country, it has a few bards and kigh. Its style was very
similar to the first book, nice pace, interesting world, attractive story. I'm going to search for book 3 now!

Janine says

I first picked up this book because I noticed its cover was done by the same artist (or pretty darn close) as
those of Mercedes Lackey's books. After reading the back, I decided to give this new author a try.

She is amazing, just like Mercedes Lackey. She has a different sort of magic - it is very elemental, and the
wielders are Bards.

In the first book, you follow a young Bard as she deals with a forbidden pregnancy and the magic troubles
associated it. There is plenty of intrigue along the way.

In the second book, you follow Vree and her brother Bannon, two assassins in one body. They are hunting
down the man who stole Bannon's body so they can get his brother's body back, but they have no idea what
is in store for them...

Sunny says

Two books in one thats a real dandy idea. I truly enjoyed Sing the Four Quarters although a bit corny at
parts, it was a delightful read. I purchased this book simply because I wanted some fantasy with humor.
Although, not as humorous as I expected, it did give some spikes of pleasure. I can say that I enjoyed Fifth
Quarter, the second novel better then the first. It is interesting that they were both love stories but with twists
(not the kind of love that I would say I'm comfortable with), yet Tanya Huff was able to write it in such a
way that I was amused.

Marie says

2 1/2, rounding down.
I enjoyed Sing the Four Quarters. Not so much Fifth Quarter.

Rick says

Finished the first 4 novel but didnt read the 5th one and probably never will. Just not really my thing, maybe
a better young fiction read.

Riana Elizabeth says



I've loved other books by Huff, so assumed this would be the same and bought all the books of the series at
once. Never again! The premise was weak, the story dragged, and what interest these characters could have
was trapped beneath all the impending doom. Of course I had to finish the series, since I can't leave
something unfinished (and I already owned all the books). The only thing I can say is, if Huff had taken all
the critical events in the series and condensed everything down to one book, it might have made an
interesting story.

Matt says

The first book - Sing the Four Quarters - is a pleasant, if rather slow starting, take on the "framed for a crime
- clear my name" story in a fantasy setting. Certainly not Tanya Huff's best effort - 3 stars material on its
own.

The second book Fifth Quarter is slightly more unusual in premise (hard to describe without spoilers) but
suffers from the same problems of the first, namely it’s all a bit too sedate and "internal conflict" driven.

What I think I really miss here is any of the character driven humour that tends to shine in Tanya Huff's other
work. I'm in no real hurry to get the remaining books in this world/series.

Low end of 3 stars.

marz says

Was okay, but part way through the second book, I gave up after losing interest. World just didn't grab my
interest.

Cupof Tea says

I enjoyed both of these stories a lot. I find Huff's writing style/dialogue similar to her other books, which is
sort of strange since this is a very different genre to either the modern fantasy of the Blood Books or the hard
SF of the Valour series, but I enjoyed it just the same.

I am really looking forward to finishing each of these 3 series I have started :)

sjams says

I *really* liked the first book, Sing the Four Quarters, despite the main character being pregnant! It dealt
more with the new world Huff had created, whereas the second (and third I think) book dealt more with
individual characters. I want to see more of this world, though. Will keep reading the series.



Judith Weshinskey-Price says

I enjoyed both novels included in this volume. I just wish the novels carried chracters throughout as I
enjoyed each set of characters and wanted to learn more about them.


