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If only the otherworldly apothecary didn’t seem more miserable about the prospect by the day. After al that's
happened, how can he resist the passion waiting to explode between them? What dark secrets from the past
till hold him captive? And what does it al have to do with his old friend, that miserable, ruthless French

fop, Theo?
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From Reader Review William for online ebook

Bitchie says

3.5 stars, but not quite good enough to get the bump up to 4 for me.

| felt that this book was much slower moving than the first, without the mystery of what Merrick was, and
how William would get back to him. | liked the interactions with Theo, and would love to have seen more of
him.

After quite abit of time has passed, Merrick finally turns William, and we get to read about William learning
to be avampire. | found his transition to be quite easy, redlly, no transition at al. He just gets bitten, drinks a
bit, and drifts away, and wakes up feeling different.

I think this book really could have been edited down alot, and just added to the first book, and it would have
all been perfect. Asit was, | wasn't so interested in most of what was going on, there wasn't much tension to
be found, other than in Merrick's relationship with Theo.

Still, taken as awhole, | quite liked this duology, and will be checking out more by this author. Hopefully,
something to do with Theo will get written someday?

Syfy says

Perfect follow up! The characters grew and flourished in exciting ways, all greedy little questions answered.
| must say, even though things were perfectly balanced in this, aswell asthe first book, | still want more
Theo! A third book would be MOST welcome.

Alex Akira says

| loved ‘Merrick’, the predecessor to this book, so | actually squealed when | discovered 'William' hidden in
my Kindle Unlimited membership list. | squealed, downloaded, and devoured its story and am ecstatic to
report that ‘William’ isamesmerizing and glorioustale! Likein ‘Merrick’, the writing in ‘William™ isvery
atmospheric and sets an exquisite tone reminiscent of classic Victorian Gothic novels. Enchanting glimpses
of an early 19th century New Y ork with its dingy waterfronts, assorted alehouses, and fabul ous turn-of-the-
century clothing were revealed in an ever widening lens that appeared covered with a gossamer spider-web
gauze. Thislent an appealing fly-on-the-wall feel to my read and captured the wistful longing of William,
poised on the precipice of change, perfectly.

Nineteen-year-old William’ s story continues almost a year after the ending of the previoustale, but heis
adrift, as Merrick has deserted him. Merrick keeps his reasons for their time-out private, but William fears
his lover’s conscience may have made the vampire forswear his promise to turn William. Determined to
prevent that fate, William turns to the annoying Theo, the French vampire with whom he reluctantly
conspired in the previous book, to try to understand Merrick’s delays. What other dark secrets does his lover
hold? Will the rift between him and Merrick grow wider? Who is Theo to Merrick? And why does the



French vampire answer William's questions with wily riddles?

This enthralling and passionate romance of devotion buildsin ambiance and charm with each page turned.
Rich with yearning and the vibrancy of true love, the sensuality of the story mounts with each meet of the
two men. | fell in love again and again with each tavern and clothiers visit, with each conversation between
the two leads, and each husky declaration of need. Subsequent events transform the delicious getting-to-
know-you period into a mouthwatering, passionate ode to both love and love of life, and make the entire
book the most scrumptious of honeymoons.

Merrick isincredibly hot, asthe tall, dark, and handsome-with-a-conscience figure of immortality, and
William is simply stunning as his impatient, capricious, and besotted lover. Seeing the world through
William's “new” eyes brought a tremble of awe from my own and | adored wearing his skin. The pair of
them have my vote for inclusion in the visual dictionary of romance, next to the words “Made for each
other.”

Plucky passages between William and captivating supporting characters—Jeremy, his best friend, and Theo,
Merrick’ s oldest friend—had me crossing my fingers that Jeremy and Theo might make a love connection.
Those two would make for atempestuous couple to say the least. | daresay | shall hold my breath, for as
complete and wonderful as*William’ is, the ghostly imprint of its pages will not leave me until | find out
what happens next. So it is only with the best intentions that | selfishly say, | hope Claire Cray islocked in
her workspace, sitting at her desk penning more of this marvelous series...and if a special someone can
deliver her meals that would be excellent. Love begets love after all.

Thank you, Claire Cray, for this deeply satisfying nouveau Gothic tale, which | readily place under
“Classics’ inmy Kindle...next to my beloved copy of ‘Merrick’.

“Evocative, Romantic, Wondrous!”

M'rella says

Tara, thanks so much for lending this book to me! :)

~Fk Kk Kk

Sorry, thisis not areview. These are my random thoughts about the book.

A much slower paced book than the first one. Loved the language, it's old-fashioned, but without making you
stumble or reach for adictionary. Thisis more about character development than action.

* kK

Boston! Providence! Y ay! They boys might still be lurking around. I'll ook for them next time I'm out of the
door )

| till can't figure out why Merrick is so mad at Theo. Theo is his savior, his brother, his teacher, his
everything. Something is definitely amiss. | don't understand Merrick's resentment. If Merrick blames him
for a certain death, he should think twice.



Need more Theo, he is such awonderful vivacious character! v | feel my teeth tingle *yawn* ;)
Glad he ditched the chick :D

? percy U says

(2.5 stars)

Sara Bauer says

This sequel to MERRICK does not disappoint. The love and adventures of William and his beloved master
continue as they travel together and embrace the forbidden passion they share. Will Merrick finally turn
William into a vampire, or is death the more charitable end? Find out in the thrilling, beautiful close to this
heavenly, character-driven series.

Tami says

"Killing to live would be no problem at all." Aha.

And with this| am out of here.
DNF at 52%.

Until now it has been boring. Simply boring. Nothing happens really. William whines and longs for Merrick.
Merrick is away most of the time. William hangs around. Theo has a short scene. William whines. William
longs for Merrick. Merrick comes finally back.

And then William Lacy becomes avampire and decidesthat it is totally ok to kill human beings for food.
Every day of thisfuture life. To make it alittle more morally ok: they were thieves. Because you know, if
someoneisacrimina (or you think someoneisacriminal, it istotally ok to be judge, jury and executioner
while sucking all his blood out for your sustenance.

This trope in vampire books really annoys me. It absolutely annoys me.

And | only forgiveit for abrilliant story.

As mentioned | found this novel unbearably boring until this point anyway.

So | decided to cut my losses.



Heather K (dentist in my sparetime) says

Very enjoyable vampir e historical that could have been FABUL OUS if the author had used an editor.

A long time has passed since | read Merrick, the first book in this series. In fact, "Merrick” was my first
M/M paranormal (WOAH). | was worried that my love of "Merrick" was largely due to inexperience, and
that now that I've read hundreds upon hundreds of M/Ms (and M/M paranormals) my opinion of this author
would be diminished.

| was pleasantly surprised to find out that | worried for nothing: This author is TALENTED.

"William" is effortlessly atmospheric and lovely. | was instantly transported to the time period, and | felt in
tune with the story. This book wasthefirst story in weeksthat made me want to READ. | didn't want to
put it down. | also was surprised at how easily | recalled the characters and plot from the previous story. |
picked it up right where | left off, and | got right back in the groove.

| aso think that the author did a fabulous job with the vampire aspect. It felt fresh, which isvery difficult in
this genre, and it made sense (!), which | really appreciated.

But, aas, this book isn't without it's flaws. There are countless grammatical and formatting errors,
which really detracted from the story. | think this author needs to hire a professional editor and cover artist
to elevate her to the next level. It reminds me of Anyta Sunday, whose career really took off once she got
serious about cover design and editing.

If you put your blinders on to the mistakes, this book is exceedingly enjoyable. | wouldn't hesitate to
recommend it to any lover of elegant historicals or paranormals.

**Copy provided by the author in exchange for an honest review**

Vanessa North says

Well.

That was fun. honestly, | don't even know how to categorize this as far as story goes, because there isn't
much * story* to it. It's very character-driven, with lots of biting porn. (and by porn, I don't mean the book
was porn, | mean the biting content was O.O hot. oh fuck, y'all know what | mean right?)

Ohyes.

Biting porn.

In other words, it was written just for me, mine all mine.

That said, | found Theo to be the most intriguing character in this second novel, and I'd really like to read
some delicious Theo hiting...



Sheziss says

It's such agood luck | read the first book this year because that way | didn't have to wait for this part to be
released.

Thisinstallment is not as emotional asthe first one was. For starters, the is as short asthe first part, with the
difference that a high percentage of it was not focused on the actual story. This doesn't need to be necessarily
abad thing, but when the introduction takes so much space, and then Merrick's past and the conflict with
Theo turn out to be the centre of it all, in the end thereislittle to say about William's new experiencesasa
vampire beginner. Which is a pity, as those scenes are really appealing to read.

| like that these vampires are closer to Anne Rice version than to the Twilight one. They face immortality
and the doom to become atortured soul seems more areadlity than not. There is a certain moment in which
vampires feel a dangerous apathy that is the end of them all and the only treatment is finding a companion
and turning him into a vampire. Once they achieve it, life has sense again.

And there is the bonus that you don't fear you are going to dry your lover out out of lust.

At last Merrick relates his past and | must say that, for such along life, | was alittle disappointed. | mean,
the author could have made a better use of it. And she should have, because when we finally reach the
hostility towards Theo, it let me down. | don't know what | expected, but his behavior doesn't strike me as
that reprehensible as for Theo to be pushed away for decades. And do not forget that it's not asif the vampire
society isvast and outgoing. | think it was alittle exaggerated, above al when we keep in mind these
creatures live for centuries, so isolated mistakes and faults take a different dimension in the big scheme of
things. | felt there was something missing, actionsin the chronological line that were not mentioned. Because
otherwise the outcome wouldn't have been that extreme.

However, William's existence as a vampire seems to be very promising. His first anecdotes (AKA hunts) are
quite enchanting, if we omit the part in which his human victims die. He experiences such an exhilarating
feeling he now sees the quite process under a new light. Now he understands the thirst, the irresistible
temptation of yawning or the pull he feels towards a particularly attractive prey. He is not a human anymore,
but he can appreciate certain humans. And once more, William has become Merrick's apprentice. And
Merrick is as generous and patient as he has ever been. But now they share a connection that transcends
every emotion they had felt before.

To sum it up, arecommendable seriesto read.



Trix says

[I feared | might never get to read about William becoming a vampire, as the first 1/3 of the book was just
back and forth discussions on whether Merrick would turn William or not, what his new ‘life’ would entail,
what he would do, William's sadness at having to leave hisloved ones. On and on... and frankly, William's

Em says

Merrick reached over to tuck my hair behind my ear. He had always been a master of those brief,
intimate gestures, which caught me unaware and drew me towards him like a fish on aline.

| was over the top with excitement to be starting this sequel after falling in love with Merrick and William
and even the devilish Theo in the first book. The writing is very atmospheric and the language used felt
appropriate to the 1800's. | think | may even have enjoyed this book more because of the developing
relationship between Merrick and William. However the first few chapters had a melancholy feel to them as
William felt uncertain about why Merrick was distancing himself from him, but things soon picked up.

| loved William's openness and enthusiasm about his new experiences and the fact that he took everything in
his stride. Whilst Merrick's reassurance, gentleness and love for William took my breath away.

But | swear to you | have wanted this since the moment you fell down in the mud at my feet. He paused.
Perhaps the moment you stood upright, if I'mto be entirely honest about it.

The ending was just perfect for me but | would definitely welcome more books!

M says

Can't remember why | enjoyed the first one so much. This one bored me silly.

Sunny says

Merrick, the first book about the vampire and his apprentice, was an enjoyable read for me, and | was
looking forward to the continuation of their story, so | couldn't let it go when the request came in to BMBR
toreview it. So glad | picked up! What atreat this was.

Thefirst thing | noticed was the sense of melancholy that permeated the story in the beginning. It showed in
William's conflicted, bittersweet feelings and in his friend Jeremy's concern and protectiveness. William's
last moments with Jeremy made me so sad, | was spinning talesin my head of Jeremy being with Theo so
William and Jeremy would always have that special friendship.

There was alot of showing here...with words that gave the story a strong sense of time and place, small



details that set me firmly in place next to William, but it was the words that showed how the characters were
feeling that | really loved.

The words left a bitter taste in my mouth. For al | loved Merrick, | was not yet free of shame.

and

Here the formal veneer began to flake away, and with each word | felt amost exquisite
confidence gathering in my breast.

William's voice was so well done, consistently revealing his personality through his thoughts and dialogue.
Y oung, impatient, determined, and a little bit afraid. He had me empathizing with his frustrated self but also
grinning at his observations, especially his thoughts about Theo.

Theo sat on the edge of the chaisein his usual manner, his slender limbs arranged as though
posed for a portrait. Insufferable Prat in Repose.

and

| wanted to strangle him. And how gleefully he stoked my fury, flirting with the coffee-man
while | was forced to fumein silence!

Oh! And

With Theo, every movement was performed with the elegant glee of a Harlequin.

*grins*
| loved seeing Theo through William's eyes. Together, they were so entertaining. | won't quote examples of
their banter because it belongs in the context of the story, but know that it was delightful.

But enough of William and Theo, no matter my fondness for the pair. William's focus was on Merrick and
his insistence on delaying William's turning.

| wasterrified that he despised me for it, and that this was the real reason for his lengthening
absences—not mercy, not reluctance, but resentment.

While he waited, William ached for Merrick, but in Merrick's note to him, we saw the feeling was mutual.

..itisdifficult even to write you, as the very act only sharpens your absence.

After thelong (in William's eyes) wait, the turning was a bit anticlimactic, but | liked the dreamlike scene
even asit all seemed too easy. | expected amore painful change, a more difficult transition. It was all joy and
excitement, though, as William adjusted to his new self and Merrick finally relaxed and enjoyed their
changed relationship. The author did a good job describing the heightened senses William experienced. A lot
of introspection followed, and the pacing slowed, but my interest was still kept.



When Merrick and William came together as vampires, it was steamy, but tender. No more holding back on
Merrick's part. | thought the prose edged toward purple and felt excessive in afew places, but it was a great
scene overall.

| found humor in William's observances of the humans surrounding him. Especially in one instance where
his thirst competed with his appreciation for afinely knotted cravat and his reluctance to messit up. And
Merrick showed glimpses of humor with dry quips that had me grinning. When he shared his story, though,
the grinning stopped, and my heart ached for him.

Although I loved William and Merrick together, | wanted more tension, or humor, or something, not just the
sweet, almost polite love that followed William's turning. The story itself also became more...gentle. It was
sweet, with atouch of sadness and a bit of humor, but nothing really happened. Other than learning about
Merrick's past, it was al about William's adjustment...not enough plot for that many pages.

Even so, | very much enjoyed their beautiful love story and would love to read more of William and
Merrick...and Theo!

Side Note:
Whilethisisasequel to 'Merrick’, the author does a nice job of bringing the reader up to date if they haven't

read the first book. I'd recommend reading it anyway, if only for the delicious tension between the MCs as
they get to know each other.

Note: A copy of this book was provided by the author/by the publisher in exchange for an honest review.

Review previously posted on

Simon says

| purchased this novel as soon asit was published and there it has sat on my kindle ever since. Not because |
didn't want to read it, because | became too "click" happy purchasing and now | have a massive amount in
my "to-be-read" list :/

Beautifully and atmospherically written, this is the continuation of the "Merrick” story and details William
the apprentice's transition to Vampire. Not much by way of plot the story describes William's turning and
hence his heightened senses. Would be interesting to see these two again in the 21st Century, perhapsin
another novel detailing Theo's story?

Overal agreat read, in-period prose and a lovely continuation of Merrick and William's story.

Novels need to be read in order, they are not stand-alone.




