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What Lady Jenny wantsfor Christmas...

For Christmas, soft-spoken Lady Jenny Windham craves the freedom to pursue her artistic ambitions, though
that would scandalize her entire family. She confides her dreams to painter Elijah Harrison, because assisting
Eliah will bring Jenny that much closer to her heart's desire--won't it?

Will break both their hearts.

Elijah Harrison finds in Jenny an inspiring muse, and original talent, and also alovely and passionate
woman. Elijah can only support Jenny's career at his own peril, but not encouraging her would be even
worse. Whether he does or doesn't help Jenny become an artist in her own right, he knows he's going to lose
her--and the love of hislifetime--forever...
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From Reader Review Lady Jenny's Christmas Portrait for online
ebook

Erika says

[ yes. $1.99 on Amazon Kindle December 6, 2016 (hide spoiler)]

Lady Wesley says

Lovely, romantic story! The hero and heroine are original and well-drawn characters, and we get to see lots
of the Duke, Duchess, and al of the Windham siblings and grandchildren. Lots of fun, especially if you have
read the previous Windham books.

Thanksto netgalley and Sourcebooks Casablanca for an eARC of this book.

Jan130 says

2.5to 3 stars. | enjoyed this story overall, athough | had a couple of issues with it and it wasn't my fav out of
the series.

| liked Elijah and Genevieve, and they were obviously well-suited to each other. Their romance was sweet.
But | got abit sick of all of the painting and sketching stuff. Y es, it was an important part of both of their
lives, but it felt a bit overdone at times and started to get tedious. | started to feel, alright, already. Let's get
on with something else.......

| aso got a bit annoyed at the way both H and h had their own obsessions, then both kind of gave them up so
easily inthe end. TEN YEARS since Elijah had been home, just over a promise hed made to hisdad. And
Jenny's desperate desire to go to Paris. These both felt a bit overdone for me.

But still, in spite of my gripes| did like it and read the whole thing. Now | have finished the Windham series
and will have to have alook and see which other Grace Burrowes | might like to read :D

Marilyn Rondeau says

So what does Lady Jenny really want for Christmas? Not buttons and bows and nothing material; what she
really wantsis the freedom to follow her passion and pursue her artistic ambitions. Her ducal parents feel
strongly that her ‘little pictures’ are lovely, but for a ducal daughter to want to live abohemian lifestylein
Paris and to follow her artistic dreams - not likely.

When successful artist Elijah Harrison is commissioned to paint a portrait of Jenny’s small nephews, Jenny



confides her plans to him of pursuing her dream with or without parental approval. Once Elijahis able to
view her sketches and paintings, he realizes that the lovely woman he's come to admire is indeed an artist
who should be taken seriously. Much to his chagrin Elijah realizes that in advancing Jenny’s hopes and
aspirations for an artistic career, he would lose the one woman he wants to marry!

*** Asusual, Grace Burrowes doesit again with alight and lovely special romance for the holidays. It is set
around Christmas giving basis to what brings a renowned artist into Lady Jenny’ s orbit. Although it is not the
first time Jenny has met the artist [so to speak]. Jenny had a more personal knowledge of Elijah when she
used to dress as amale and go to the studio where Elijah once posed in the nude! And it wasn't asif Elijah
hadn’t figured out who the quiet student in the back was as he’ d followed said student home one day after
the lesson! So underneath al, these two do know one ancther.

As much as Jenny is attracted to Elijah one hasto admire her perseverance in wanting to pursue her dream,
no matter how Elijah does his best to deter her dreams of a Paris sojourn. He' d been there, done that and
while asaman it was not so great, as awoman he knew it would be ten times worse, and especialy for a
lady of her consequence.

Burrowes took the romance slow in awonderful way to offer both artists a chance to deal with one another,
paint together, and discover their personalities and characters; to discover how much they had in common
and to discover that each were quite stubborn in their own ways. The sensualness of their attraction to one
another was also built slowly and because of thisit was all the better for the wait.

Bottom line: Burrowes never disappoints and LADY JENNY’'S CHRISTMAS PORTRAIT is actualy agift
one gives themselvesin order to experience true excellence in story telling, plotting and above all

entertainment!

Marilyn Rondeau, for www.ck2skwipsandkritiques.com

stl_reader says

There's not much of aplot or conflict here, but this book did remind me how beautifully the author puts
together words and how much that impresses me (and more so than it did in Once Upon a Tartan).

Asfor the story, it contained the usual Windham series elements: All the men are madly in love with their
respective wives, hovering over and doting on them "until their dying day" (or "the livelong day," take your
pick, both sentiments are present in the book). Check. Hero servesin one scene as hair dresser/lady's maid to
the heroine. Check. Heroine is tormented by something in her past and thus cannot marry the hero, but they
will still spend the book regretting that they cannot be together (while we are scratching our heads wondering
why) and having bittersweet sex, knowing that they must then go their separate ways (while we are again
scratching our heads wondering why). Check.

There is not much character development in LIJCP. The book is more an exercise in style over substance. I'd
like to see the author edit more (meaning that lots of pretty phrases will end up "on the cutting room floor").
Also, I'd like to see her come up with some meatier, more believable plots. | mean, if characters are going to
be all angsty, don't let it all end up being much ado about nothing.



fleurette says

Thisis my first book by Grace Burrowes who is rather an unknown author to me. And | was positively
surprise by the quality of the story.

The characters are certainly interesting and well-devel oped. Genevieve is a complicated heroine, her
concerns with choosing between her love for her family and her passion for painting are really absorbing.
And | liked that Elijah is so tender and caring and that he is the only person who truly sees her. The romance
between them was honestly entertaining.

The whole plot is centred around their relationship and painting but it is perfectly enough. | enjoyed alot that
their relationship is more about being for each other and discovering themselves than only sex and passion,
even though there are some very well-written sex scenes. There are so many stories about the lust at the first
sight it was nice to read this one with other things more important to the relationship.

Also | liked how the situation between Elijah and his father ends. | only wish the ending was a bit longer.
Usually, | don't care about epilogues but | would prefer one in this story to know that everything is okay.

Thisis definitely not my last book by Grace Burrowes.

Romancing the Book says

Reviewed by Rachel
Book provided by NetGalley for review
Review originally posted at Romancing the Book

| love Grace Burrowes. I’d shout it from the rooftopsiif it wouldn’t totally freak her out and | think she's still
apracticing lawyer, sowe'll just leaveit at that, shall we?

Her books never cease to amaze me. Recently, I’ ve noticed that she's put alot of work into creating the
world before we truly get to know the characters.

This book truly was like a Christmas present. Anticipation was everything. Asyou read, Miss Burrowes,
unwraps more and more of the story until finally you get to whats inside and go, “HUZZAH!”

Jenny’ s character took awhile for me to warm up to. It wasn’t because she wasn't fantastic, she just seemed
alittle one dimensional, but it had nothing to do with the storyline, only that she wanted to be the type of
character that we discovered via her artwork not her dialogue. | appreciated that Jenny and Elijah’s story was
communicated through art more than their exchanges, of course in the end we get some lovely exchanges
between the two, but | feel that Miss Burrowes brought a very realistic approach to the life of an artist.

Elijah wouldn’t want to give up everything, | don't care how amazing the woman, his whole life was art and
painting. Jenny felt the same way, he understood her in away that no man had, therefore when she tells him
she wants to travel to Paris and paint, he doesn’'t simper and cry like alittle boy, he encourages her and



supports her dream.

As ateam, they kind of rocked my world. | love that in the end they both realized that they could live their
dreams together, not separate. To say anything more about their story would surely give it away. Just know
that thisis atypical Burrowes book. Lots of dry humor, lots of laughter, engaging secondary characters, and
avery happy ending.

Cheers!

Rachel- Goodbye Bor der s says

| enjoyed Jenny's story. Thisis been arelatively strong series asawhole. | loved seeing the other family
member's in this one. Their love and support of each other iswhat makes this a great series.

| enjoyed Jenny'stalent and loved how Elijah supported her wholeheartedly. | felt the "big" reason why
Jenny wanted to go to Pariswas a bit out of left field (I am pretty sure | didn't miss anything).

LL says

Sadly, thiswas my least favorite of the Windham books, and a rather disappointing end to the series. It took
me nearly two weeks to read, which is saying something since | usually read a book or more a week.

My main problem was that the Jenny we knew from previous books wasn't anywhere to be found in this one.
I'd always wondered what the scandalous (for the Regency-era) woman embroidering naughty underthings
would be like, and who would be her HEA. While I'd guessed it'd be Elijah Harrison a book or two ago, their
relationship isless than convincing in this book.

Why? WEell, the first half of the book is heavier on art techniques than on character devel opment. Both Jenny
and Elijah wereflat, and hard to connect with. Every once in awhile there'd be a promise of tension, but then
it never materialized. 1'd say they were art buddies more than anything else.

Worse, everything seemed to happen in the last fifty pages. To be honest, Elijah figuring out what bothered
Jenny was a complete surprise, and not in agood way. From the interactions we saw in the book, there is no
way he would've been able to figure that out.

And Jenny completely changing her mind in a matter of minutes at the end of the book aso irritated me.

| feel bad for Jenny, because she didn't get the book she really deserved. Sadly, | don't think I'll re-read this
book in the future.

Roses R Blue says

45 Stars



Lady Jenny is the daughter of a duke, the youngest of eight surviving children. She has already had several
seasons, and remains the only unmarried one. Jenny burns with artistic talent and has made a decision that
she must go to Paristo live, where she can pursue her art and live free of her family. She has always
appeared to be the most circumspect and dependable of all her siblings, but inside she is truly angry with her
family as much as she loves them. Her talent isimmense, yet is not regarded by her family as anything other
than a hobby.

It's near Christmas, and Jenny is visiting with her sister, Louisa, and her family. A stranger comes to the
door, seeking shelter, as his horse has gone lame and the weather is bad. He's admitted to the house, and it
turns out heis Elijah Harrison, heir to the Marquess of Flint, and a renowned artist, who was on his way to
Jenny's other sister Sophie's home to paint a portrait of her children. Y ears earlier, Jenny had studied art
while disguised as aboy, and Elijah had been amodel for the class.

Now Elijah's goal isto be accepted into the Royal Academy of Artists. In order to accomplish this, he must
submit work that showcases his talent for painting children. For some reason, he does not have the same
talent with children that he has with adults. While his paintings are technically correct, they lack something.
Jenny is anxious to pursue this opportunity to work with Elijah. She plans to go on to Sophie's house a so,
and to assist him with his portraits. It turns out that sheistruly able to help him.

They work together, helping each other, sometimes bickering, but developing afast and deep friendship and
attraction. Jenny wants to take it further, but without strings. She is determined to go to Paris. Their
attraction turns to love, and Elijah proposes, but Jenny refuses. They are both heartbroken, but Jenny doesn't
feel she can give up her dream. Elijah, being the stuff heroes are made of, supports her.

Jenny and Elijah say their goodbyes. Aside from their own heartbreak, they have family issues to deal with.
Elijah has been estranged from his father for ten years while he pursued his dream, and he fully understands
Jenny. Meanwhile, Jenny is determined to leave her over protective family, who are unaware of how great a
talent she has.

| love books that really tug at my emotions, and thisone did. First, | was angry at Jenny for throwing away
love, and not even considering that she could haveit all. | was angry with her family for not giving her more
recognition and support. There are a couple scenes where Jenny finally confronts her family that had tears
streaming down my face. And my heart broke for Elijah, who was determined to let Jenny follow her dream.
As| wasreading , | was pleading with both of them to please come to their senses, and realize what they
were throwing away.

Thisis book 8 of the Windham family series. It's not necessary to read the others to appreciate this one, but
they are well worthy of being read and enjoyed. For those of us who have followed the whole series, we get
glimpses of many old friends. | particularly enjoyed seeing all of our favorite men hiding in the studio in an
attempt to avoid the Christmas mayhem. | highly recommend reading this book at any time of the year.

Farrah says

Hmmm. I'm not sure what to say about this book. On one hand, | like the story and the characters, for the
most part. One the other, there was one glaring issue that inhibited my enjoyment of the book. Overall, |
liked Lady Jenny's Christmas Portrait. It was a nice read, but, unfortunately, not amazing.



I'm going to start with what | liked about the book.

| liked that Jenny was unapologetic about herself and refused to change to fit anyone's mold. Shewas a
strong character who was determined to follow her dreams. For the most part, | liked her.

Elijah was great aswell. He was a sweetheart and | liked that he encouraged Jenny to follow her dreams over
his own desires. Again, he was a likable character.

| liked the story as awhole. | thought it was alovely wrap up to the Windham dynasty's story. Though there
might be more books coming up, thisisthe final Windham sibling and | liked how it ended for them.

I liked that the romance was a perfect blend of sweet and spicy.

And | liked how Ms. Burrows brought in al the characters from the previous book as a family reunion for
them and the reader. It was nice seeing them all again and their interactions with each other had me laughing.

Now to the bad.

While liked that Jenny wanted to follow her dreams, | thought it was alittle selfish that she put that before
literally everything elsein her life. The amount of times she kept saying that she wanted to go to Paris
became almost repetitive. And, after she fell for Elijah, it just became annoying. Are you really intending to
choose choose learning about art in Paris over the chance to be with the love of your life? It seemed to
become more of an excuse to run away than anything else. So, that bothered me.

With Elijah, | didn't understand why he didn't fight for Jenny. He never honestly presented her with another
option of staying with him. He kind of did, but it wasn't even a true attempt to convince her. Fight for her! It
took until the last chapter, and he wasn't even the one to take the first step. | understand that he wanted her to
have her dreams, but come on! At least try to win the love of your life. Again, frustrating.

And finally, the stubbornness of both characters, who seemed determined to follow every path but the one
leading directly to each other, slowed down the book. For the first half, it was enjoyable, and | was into the
romance. But, the whole issue of "we can't be together" began to be repetitive. For one thing, the supposed
obstaclesin their path was self made. They made it so that they couldn't be together. Nothing was actually
stopping them. The second half of the book seemed to devolve into them pushing each other away, repeating
the same mantra of "I'm going to Paris." While | was hooked on the first half, the second half had me
skimming occasionally. And that really took away from the book.

Despite the issues | had with this book, | liked it. | just didn't loveit. If you want to read this book as a
conclusion to the Windham dynasty, I'm sure you'll at least like this book. Y ou should definitely read it, in

that case. It was alovely book. But, otherwise, | would be cautious.

*Thanks to Netgalley and Sourcebooks Casablanca for a copy!

Sophia says

And here we are at the end of atender yet spicy historical regency romance series. It was a bittersweet



moment to take up this book about the last unmarried Windham, Lady Jenny, to see who and what her story
would be. This book started out a bit rough for me and hard to get into, but then | had a realization about
something in the fundamental make-up of this couple which allowed me to settle in and enjoy how two
headstrong people would find their way and have good Christmas.

Lady Jenny isthe youngest of the Wyndham sisters and she's the last one at home. She's a child to her
parents, arelied upon sister to her older siblings, she the fun aunt, she's the go-to and go-for to so many who
see her as anything, but an artist. She's drowning in her family's good intentions and well meaning
smothering so she plots her escape to Paris where she can just be an artist with no interfering.

Then aong comes Elijah Harrington, renowned portrait artist, to beg shelter from a brutal winter storm when
his horse goes lame. Elijah recognizes the Lady Genevieve right away as the woman who sneaked into
Antonio's studio to sketch him when he modeled nude for the class. Does she recognize him is the question
and will that make her toss him back out into the icy rain. Instead, she gives him shelter and while making
sure his basic comforts are met, shyly propositions him to speak of art and to allow her a chance to sketch
him.

They meet again when Jenny moves on to help at Sophie's house with the baking and Elijah is there to paint
the boys. He needs to add juvenile portraits to his portfolio to even be considered by the Royal Academy
committee. A lot isriding on this appointment too because he made a stubborn youthful promise that he
wouldn't return home to his family and his place as the marquis heir until he had achieved it.

Unfortunately, Elijah struggles with drawing children properly. His technical work is correct, but there's
something missing. That iswhere Lady Jenny is able to help him. She makes him adeal. She'll help him get
the children to cooperate and offer her assistance for his children's portrait if he will give her time to draw
him and give her critique on her work. They work together day after day and its more than each other's art
that they learn to appreciate. Jenny blossoms and the real Jenny shows herself around Elijah, but looming
over this new thing between them is Jenny's determination to run off to Paristo be an artist. In the end, Jenny
is pushing Elijah to swallow his pride and go home to make amends with his father and his Christmas wish is
that she'll choose him over art.

The story jumped right in abruptly for me. He was acting like they had a history together while she was
acting polite like they were strangers. Then | eventually discovered that there was a history- alivid one.
Jenny's no shy shrinking violet when it comes to something she wants.

After that niggle was worked out, | kept getting brought up short each time Jenny pulled the switch on
things. She comes on strong; she backs away. She wants something from Elijah, but then she doesn't. She
gets mad about stuff that only a mindreader could have prevented. And through it all, she pullsthe ‘woeis
me my family doesn't get me or my art' card out constantly. She hid behind a facade of gentle, sweet dutiful
daughter/sister/aunt and expected everyone to figure her out and accept her and because they couldn't she
was stomping off to Paris.

Let'sjust say | couldn't get behind Jenny or her issues which smacked of selfishness and self-centeredness
which isironic because she's fairly compliant about helping her siblings and playing the dutiful daughter
through the whole thing. She even thinks nobody else mourns her two dead brothers like she does which past
stories have shown that they al do in their own ways. But then alight bulb came on for me. Jenny. is. the.
baby. (I mean no offense to al you last born people in large families who are not like the generalizations
drawn about last children.) She sees everyone else moving on, doing their thing-even her parents- not
noticing what's going on with her and she's not the type to put herself forward and make them stop in their
busy lives and truly see her except with Elijah. There was also the real reason behind her behavior that came



later in the book that made alot of sense. Guilt whether the personis at fault or not will do funny thingsto
their thinking. So to a certain extent, | grudgingly accepted her.

| say grudging because there was another thing she did that bugged me even after my epiphany about
understanding her. | didn't like the way she pushed Elijah into those sexual situations when she clearly was
planning to go about her business. He's aman full grown and makes up his own mind and all that | get it, but
she was pretty much using him and treating him and his feelings with the obliviousness that she accused her
family of harboring toward her. She pretty much said 'l want you so gimme'. | understood that he was falling
in love with her and wanted it too, but | wish he would have spoke his mind about being used. He was
angered by it and kept silent. Respect yourself, bud, and make her respect you too.

While | wasn't on board with alot of what was going on with Jenny, Elijah's thing was almost as annoying. |
get stubborn pride. We've all pulled a'last man standing' bit over something stupid when our pride was up.
But to not go home to your family even during the holidays for avisit for nearly ten years because you and
your dad got into it because he challenged you about needing to accomplish something? Not cool! Elijah
punished himself, his mother, his siblings and even his equally stubborn father.

These two fit well together with their issues and seeing them reach out to each other sharing both a passion
for their art and then for each other made the whole thing worthwhile. Speaking of passion, the two of them
had no trouble dropping their clothes and heating up the sheets- gotta love those focused artistic
temperaments.

Okay, there was another wonderful thing. | loved seeing all the Windham family appearances. All those
delicious men and sassy women from the rest of the series are al doting daddies and mamas who are still
deeply in love. The interfering Duke and Duchess even in their autumn years show that they haven't lost their
spark either. And, the fact that they all come together for the holidaysis just adorable and not even Jenny's
frustrated perspective or Elijah's envious one could kill the warm fuzzies for me.

Inthe end, I'll admit that | wasn't entirely satisfied with the final story of the series. | both enjoyed and got
frustrated with this story in turn, but found it worth reading. Lovers of spicy historical romance and fans of

the series would probably enjoy it.

My thanks to Sourcebooks Casablanca and Net Galley for providing the book for review purposes.

Tiffany Reisz says

Enjoyed it but it reads like it was arush job. Too much going on and afew or threads still dangling. But |
enjoyed Elijah and Jenny's artistic romance. It's a specia kind of weird to bein love with afellow artist. |
would know.

Dottie says

A ddlicioudly light, holiday historical romance that is sure to capture your heart! Taken from my review at
RomanceJunkies.com:



Between wanting to further her art and her guilt over the death of her two brothers, Lady Genevieve ‘ Jenny’
Windham, a duke’s daughter, decides she needs a respite from her family and what better place than Paris.
Moving back and forth between her parents’ home and that of her siblings, she feelsasif sheisliving their
lives, instead of her own. But ever since the night she opened her door to a disreputable, soaking wet earl,
things have not been the same. She recognized him immediately. In fact, the last time she saw him, the man
had been completely unclothed. She had snuck into an art class where he had been modeling for the students.
Now she has the rare opportunity of asking the man some questions about his art.

Elijah Harrison left home ten years ago and has not been back. His father’ s disdain for his art forced Elijah to
threaten not to return until he received a membership into the Roya Academicians. However, Elijah’s father
has enemies in the Academy and the chance of Elijah being voted in is nearly nil. Still, he is determined to
try and when he hears that the one areain which the academy considers him lacking is that of painting
children’ s portraits, he sets out to do so. In fact, he had been on hisway to Lord Sindal’ s home to paint a
portrait of his children when the storm waylaid him. Having already traveled to Paris, heis able to answer
some of Jenny’s questions about life there. However, his experiences there were not the best and he triesto
dissuade her from going.

When Jenny travels to her sister’s home, the last person she expects to see thereis Elijah. Soon sheis helping
him with the children’ s portraits as the two learn from each other and things heat up between them. Will the
portraits be enough to get Elijah accepted by the Academy? As much as Elijah wants that appointment, there
is something else he wants more...Jenny. Will Jenny leave to fulfill her much anticipated dreams, or can he
convince her that what she needsisright under her nose?

A delicioudly light holiday tale, the eighth and final book in bestselling author Grace Burrowes WINDHAM
series, isawitty, enticing historical romance. Elijah and Jenny share alove of art as well astheir desire for
each other, but they seem to be at different pointsin their lives. Elijah ison hisway homeand isan
established artist, while Jenny is leaving her home and family, ready to start her career. When push comes to
shove, will Jenny leave England, her family and Elijah behind, or could she possibly find what she has been
looking for by starting a new life with Elijah?

Infusing her story with clever repartee, charismatic characters, understanding, compassion, humor, passion,
plot twists, romance, true love and a bit of behind-the-scenes manipulation, Ms. Burrowes has created
another winning tale that is sure to capture your heart. To the delight of fans of this series, the other
Windhams make appearances throughout this book. As an avid fan, | will miss reading more about this
delightful family and hate to see the series end. Still, | look forward to seeing what this phenomenal author
comes up with next. In the meantime, be sure to pick up your own copy of LADY JENNY'S CHRISTMAS
PORTRAIT, adelectable tale for the holiday and all year long.

Dottie, RomanceJunkies.com

Caz says

45 stars

I’m a huge fan of Grace Burrowes' books. | realise that her books often include Americanisms, the odd



anachronism and some repetitive elements which occur in many, if not all of her stories, but you know what?
| don't care. There's something about her writing which just speaks to me; the emational content of her
storiesis so beautifully written that | invariably come away from one of her novels feeling a bit churned up.

Lady Jenny’s Christmas Portrait is no exception. It'satruly lovely story of the youngest daughter of a
large and loving family who is trying desperately to find her own place within that large number of siblings,
in-laws and children, and who, despite knowing she’s loved and valued, is nonethel ess feeling suffocated by
all of it and them.

Jenny — or Lady Genevieve —isahugely talented artist at atime when it wasn't the done thing for afemale
to excel at anything artistic. Y oung ladies of good birth were taught art and music of course, but were
expected to keep their inclinations to the odd reasonably accurate performance of a Mozart sonataor to a
decent watercolour daub. But Jenny istruly gifted, and while her family loves her, even they are apt to
dismiss her talent as little more than “dabbling in art”.

Mr Elijah Harrison (who made a brief appearance in the previous book, Lady Eve's Indiscretion (The Duke's
Daughters, #4)), isayoung artist of prodigious talent who has made a name for himself as a fine portraitist
and whose name is mentioned in artistic circles as alikely addition to the members of the Royal Academy of
Art. Heisalso an earl, heir to amarquisate, afact which he generally keeps quiet as much for the benefit of
his clients asfor his desire to succeed by virtue of histalent rather than his rank.

An argument with his father over his chosen career has meant that he has been somewhat estranged from his
family for almost ten years. Even though he has had the occasional contact with his parents and younger
brothers, he has not seen his sisters (and his siblings number even more than the Windhams!) for years and
years. Heis beginning to feel that it’s time for him to go home, even though he is reluctant to take the first
step. He's handsome, kind and quiet, without any hang-ups or dark secretsin his past —which is rather
refreshing! —and | liked that he was so honest with Jenny about her work, and so supportive of her.

Elijah and Jenny are made for each other — but Jenny is determined to pursue her studiesin Paris, whereitis
not frowned upon for awoman to paint and to make a career of her art. Thisiswhere the plot of the book
falls down somewhat, as thisis the entire basis of the conflict between the two protagonists. Not that it's
much of a conflict, because Elijah, even though every single nerve in him screams that going to Parisis not
the right thing for Jenny; even as he knows that what she really needsisn’t something she will be able to find
by removing herself from her family — he realises that she needs to make her own path and though it kills
him to do so, he does not want to be the one to stand in her way. He knows she’ Il face enough opposition
from her parents and siblings and determines to be the one person she can turn to and trust in the face of the
familial onslaught.

But in the hands of Ms Burrowes, even such a*“non-conflict” makes for compelling reading. The romance
between Elijah and Jenny is simply beautiful — sensual and imbued with a deep and pal pabl e sense of
longing on every page.

This author also writes what are quite possibly the best familial relationships |’ ve ever read. The scenein
which the Windham brothers decamp to Elijah’s studio to escape the whirlwind that is their wives and
offspring in the holiday season is wonderfully observed, and the one towards the end where Jenny and her
parents finally talk about the guilt she’s carried with her for so long was so lovely it brought tears to my

eyes.

For abook in which not much happens, Lady Jenny’s Christmas Portrait simply flew by — I reached the
70% mark without even realising | was more than half way through.



The characterisation of the two principalsis fabulous, the romance is delicious and sexy (asis Elijah!) and |
enjoyed Ms Burrowes' insight into the artistic temperament as she discussed colour, light, shadow; and
encouraged the reader see things through the eyes of her artist protagonists.

It's always alittle sad when a series of books you’ ve enjoyed comes to an end, but there are eight terrific
books about the Windhams to be enjoyed over again, plus many more from this prolific and talented author.

Thank you, Ms Burrowes, for allowing me to spend time with this wonderful family over the past few years;
and may you never run out of ideas!




