LUCY FERRISS

A Sister to Honor

Lucy Ferriss

Read Online ©



http://bookspot.club/book/22522042-a-sister-to-honor
http://bookspot.club/book/22522042-a-sister-to-honor

A Sister to Honor

Lucy Ferriss

A Sister to Honor Lucy Ferriss
New from the author of The L ost Daughter

Afia Satar is studious, modest, and devout. The daughter of alandholding family in northern Pakistan, Afia
has enrolled in an American college with the dream of returning to her country as a doctor. But when a photo
surfaces online of Afiaholding hands with an American boy, she is suddenly no longer safe—even from the
family that cherishes her.

Rising sports star Shahid Satar has been entrusted by his family to watch over Afiain this strange New
England landscape. He has sworn to protect his beloved sister from the dangerous customs of America, from
its loose morals and easy virtue. Shahid was the one who convinced their parents to allow her to come to the
United States. He never imagined he’ d be ordered to cleanse the stain of her shame...

READERS GUIDE INCLUDED

A Sister to Honor Details

Date : Published January 6th 2015 by Berkley

ISBN : 9780425276402

Author : Lucy Ferriss

Format : Paperback 382 pages

Genre : Fiction, Redlistic Fiction, Adult, Contemporary, Literary Fiction

¥ Download A Sister to Honor ...pdf

@ Read Online A Sister to Honor ...pdf

Download and Read Free Online A Sister to Honor Lucy Ferriss


http://bookspot.club/book/22522042-a-sister-to-honor
http://bookspot.club/book/22522042-a-sister-to-honor
http://bookspot.club/book/22522042-a-sister-to-honor
http://bookspot.club/book/22522042-a-sister-to-honor
http://bookspot.club/book/22522042-a-sister-to-honor
http://bookspot.club/book/22522042-a-sister-to-honor
http://bookspot.club/book/22522042-a-sister-to-honor
http://bookspot.club/book/22522042-a-sister-to-honor

From Reader Review A Sister to Honor for online ebook

Abhilash Ruhela says

| have never read any book by Lucy Ferriss before but while browsing through the books published by
Fingerprint publishers, one of my favorite publication housesin India, | got to read the title of the book “A
Sister To Honour” which made me pick up the book and read it this weekend. The cover page of the book
saysalot but its only after you end up reading this amost 400-pages book that you are able to comprehend
what this book wanted to let us know. The way author has discussed some contemporary issues through this
story isworth-praising. We only hear in news about honour killing etc. but after reading this book, the
mentality that few regions, religions, sect etc. has will open your eyes as an individual.

This book is about a Pakistani girl who goesto USA following her brother who is aready settled there asa
star athlete. She never knew what future had for her. She just wanted to finish her medical studiesin this part
of the world. But one photograph of her holding hand of an American man that gets posted on Internet
changes her life. Even her brother, Shahid, who is expected to save the honour of his sister, is considered a
crime-in-partner for not being able to save his sister from getting into such acts. This would have been a
normal case for any American girl to do but for agirl belonging from Pakistan primarily, this case leads to
investigations and what not.

The way author lets us know the point of view of each character by speaking the story in the first-person
voice makesit easy for us, as areader, to understand the different mindset of people. At some moments, we
fed like hitting some character speaking their mind for being so miserable in their thinking and close-
mindedness that it becomes hard to accept some truths in the form of thisfictional story. The book is nicely
written which makes us read every page with details to capture every minute details about the people's
reactions, mindset and thinking.

The first half of the book sets the plot of the book while the second half of the book actually plays the
purpose behind writing this novel. The good thing about this attempt is that author has based the whole thing
in USA to make the reader understand about how two totally different cultures resides on this same planet
itself where something is very casual at one end of the world while it isa crimein the opposite end of it.
Such abold topic is very greatly handled by the author and | give this 4 star out of 5. | would ask everyone to
read this book and also ask everyone to read this book in your circle that belongs to such close-minded
society. Kudos to the author for attempting something like this. Recommended!

Thanks.

ABHILASH RUHELA!!!

Bookish Indulgenges with bOOk r 3vi3ws says

When this book came up on Fingerprint Publishing’s review copy list, it caught my attention immediately.
Honor Killings till happen around here in the Indian Subcontinent and | really wanted an insight as to the
whole concept. For meit is difficult to understand really what honor could there be in killing your own
children or siblings; and how killing someone could restore the honor of the family. However, once the book



arrived it took me sometime to pick it up because on one hand | was sure that this wouldn’t be an easy book
to read and on the other hand | wasn't sure if all the POV s would be included in the book.

Shahid Satar is a star athlete who has come to Americafor college and with the dream to follow his passion.
Once there, he manages to convince his family to send Afia, his sister, for her medical studies aswell. Asthe
brother and sister duo settle into their livesin America, little do they know that a small photo in the internet
labyrinth could change their lives forever. Calls of honor echo through as Shahid is expected to uphold it by
killing his sister for holding hands with an American man.

The author doesn’'t waste any time at all as the story starts and the readers fell invested right from the first
chapter. The story is narrated from alternating perspectives of a number of characters. As aresult the readers
have firsthand knowledge of what is going on at both ends and they have the complete picture. It turned out
to be ashard aread as | had expected. There were moments when | wanted to scream at certain characters,
shake some sense into some others and then there were moments that just left me speechless. The best part of
the book is probably the way the author has balanced it. Thereis no one point in the book where it feelslike
sheistaking aside or that sheistrying to say that one party iswrong. She masterfully narrates the story of a
family and the people whose lives they touch showing us how each life is affected amidst something like
this.

Richin culture, settings, language and characters, this book isagem. | would recommend this book to

anyone who is ready to take on the book with an open mind and awillingnessto really try and understand all
the different perspective.

http://www.ddsreviews.in/2017/01/sist...

Stacie says

Afiaand her brother Shahid have come to Americafrom Pakistan. Shahid came first to play squash in
college. He then convinced his family in Pakistan that sending his sister to complete her studies and become
adoctor was the best thing for their family. Shahid promised to protect her and protect their family honor.
Shahid was busy with his own studies, working toward his future coaching career at Harvard, and his squash
matches that he missed Afia, off at another college, living a bit more Americanized than his family would
have liked. Soon a photo appears on the college webpage of Afia holding hands with an American man.
Word travels back to Pakistan and their family's honor isimmediately in jeopardy. How did the family find
out so quickly about the photo? Shahid is expected to take care of this situation, but can he do what is
expected of him?

Understanding the culture, religion and honor code of familiesin Pakistan is central to this novel. Ferriss
does an excellent job of displaying the American's inability to grasp this strict honor code and Shahid and
Afids need to maintain it even while here in the United States. This clash of cultures causes numerous
problems not only for Afiaand Shahid, but for their American friends as well. Nothing in the novel was
unbelievable and sadly, I'm sure there was alot of truth to the situations that played out in Afiaand Shahid's
story.



A story like thisis eye-opening for those of us who cannot comprehend that type of honor code and rules that
are expected to be followed. When those rules are broken, the ripple effects through the community back
home and for the family can be life-changing. Reading Afia's struggle over the decision to do what is right
for her family and country and doing what she wanted to do was heartbreaking. It is something that most of
us born and raised in the Midwest could never understand. | find reading and learning about other cultures
fascinating. The expectations and rules for women, especialy in Islamic countries, remind me to appreciate
the freedoms and opportunities | have herein America.

This conversation between Coach Hayes and her husband about Shahid gives a glimpse into that honor code:
"What difference did you want him to see?

"The one between quilt and shame."

"Would it be sinful for Afiato have aboyfriend,
or just shameful if people knew about it?"

Page 60

| found each of the characters realistic whether they were in America or Pakistan. Shahid's relationship with
his coach and mentor, Lissy Hayes and Afia's romantic relationship with Gus were well-devel oped and their
personalities jumped off the pages. Afia s personal struggle between remaining covered to honor her family,
yet wanting to wear American clothing in order to fit in were understandable. The author even described the
first tastes of American food, like Afid sfirst burger and her struggle with making one for the first time. The
characters became real and allowed the reader to become invested and root for them when life became
difficult.

The beginning of the novel started slowly for me as the story began in Pakistan with names of people and
places that were difficult to keep track of. The family relationships were confusing and a family tree would
have helped keep everyone straight. Eventually, the important characters emerged and when the following
chapterstook the story to America, it became easier to follow.

Once you reach athird of the way into the novel it will be difficult to put down. Y ou will find yourself in
shock and incredulous to what is unfolding on the pages in front of you. There were afew times | expected
the story to go in one direction and then it lead me in a completely different one. This book is a page-turner
al the way to the very end. Even with an ending that leaves you alittle unsatisfied, you still find yourself
satiated with a story full of twists and turns, love, romance, family, and forgiveness. All of these are keysto a
great story and A SISTER TO HONOR is one you will be compelled to finish quickly.

Meg - A Bookish Affair says

"A Sister to Honor" is one of those books that just sucks you in from the very beginning. It is a story of
cultural clashes, honor, and family. At the center of the book is Afia, a Pashtun Pakistani woman who comes
to Smith College in the United States to study to be a doctor. She falls for aguy in away that would be
totally okay for any American girl to do but for a Pakistani woman brings shame to her family. Shahid, her
brother, was supposed to protect her and her dishonor is his to take care of now in order to absolve the shame
from their family. This was a very powerful story that had me turning the pages as quickly as | could to see
what would happen to Afia.



Afiais afascinating character. Sheistorn between two worlds. On one hand, she loves her new found
freedom as a college student in America. She struggles between wanting to do all of the things that her new
friends do while trying to keep the customs of her family and home country. It is an incredible amount of
pressure. | really felt for her throughout the book. It was alittle hard for me to understand why she made the
choices that she made until the author was able to show just how ingrained some of her beliefs were.

This book had alot of twists and turns, which | really enjoyed as they kept me on my toes. | love learning
about different places and cultures so | liked al of the detail that the author included about where Afia,
Shahid, and their other very evil brother, Khalid, came from and what their family life in Pakistan was like.

Thisis definitely abook that | am going to be thinking about for along time. The conclusion of the book
definitely made me think (and of course, | don't want to give anything away so | will leave it there). This
wasn't an easy read in alot of places due to some of the brutality but | found that the author's detail was
necessary in order to really understand what was going on.

Tad Richards says

One of the differences between an actual book and a kindle is that with an actual book you know how close
to the end you are. In this one, the story neared its inevitable climax, | got to the final chapter...and then
looked down to see that | was less than 60 percent through. And from there, the plot became wild and
unpredictable.

Ferriss takes you inside characters from another culture, another mind set, and makes it comprehensible and
even sympathetic, if painful. It's the job of an author of fiction to illuminate the inner lives of other people,
and thisis such an audacious task that the typical questions -- can a man really create awoman character or
vice versa, can awhite create a black or vice versa-- pale beside the real challenge, which isto create
ANYBODY other than yourself. But thisis different | can't imagine creating across this much of a cultural
divide. But Ferriss makes it happen.

Reading in Black & White says

The cover to A Sister to Honor issimply beautiful. There is something about the choice of only showing half
of her face that made me think that there is some mystery and a story behind her single blue eye. And, once
you get to the content it does not disappoint!

Ferrisstakes afictional look into the lives of two Pakistani siblings (Afiaand Shahid) who arein America
for college. | was sucked in from the very beginning because it delvesinto a culture | am not too familiar
with outside of the negative imagery shown on the news about the Middle East. The author gives us some
insight into what it may be like to be a person torn between the cultural norms of your home country and the
society where you presently live.

"It was a question Shahid used to talk about with Afia. Did you go away from your people in order to bring
the world back to them? Or did you go away to shed the world you once had?

Afiaand Shahid's story is one that we could al relate to even if we are till living in our home country. | say



that because we have all reached and/or will reach that crossroad where we must make a decision if we are
living for our parents and what they expect from us or if we are going to live for ourselves and follow the
path to our own happiness. A Sister to Honor touches on many subjects such as the dynamics between
siblings, being torn between cultural norms and parental expectations, and ultimately making the decision if
you are live your life for you or for others. Ferriss writes a compelling, beautiful, and quite exceptional book
and | hope others will take the time to put it on their reading list and give it a chance!

DISCLAIMER: | received a complimentary copy of A Sister to Honor in exchange for an honest review.

Jonita says

Shahid Satar isarising star in the squash world, having won a scholarship to play squash at an American
University. With the costs of his University education being covered by arich, childless uncle, Shahid
focuses on his studies and his sport with an unwavering concentration.

His sister, Afia, studious and modest, wants nothing more than to study to become a doctor in Americawith
her brother. As awoman in northern Pakistan her educational options are quite limited if she stays at home.
The decision is made to send Afiato America and Shahid is charged with looking after his sister and
protecting the family honor by ensuring that Afiaremains chaste.

When a photo surfaces online of Afia holding hands with an American boy her honor is called into question,
aswell as the honor of her whole family, and sheis no longer safe- not even from the family that claimsto
love her.

I've always enjoyed reading about other cultures and the ways that they do things. | think that it isthe
differences between us that makes life so interesting! | found A Sister to Honor fascinating. The author Lucy
Ferriss went to great lengths to ensure that her portrayal of a culture so different from her own was accurate,
even travelling to the provinces of northern Pakistan and getting to know them as a people. As aresult the
book had avery authentic feel to it and | was aternately fascinated and horrified by how women are treated
in that particular area. Both aspects of this culture were expressed in a particularly poignant portion of the
book when Afia and Shahid return home for afamily wedding. On one hand the women come together in
their traditions and bond before the wedding, yet while Afiais at the wedding she discovers that a formerly
close friend was mutilated by her own family for putting the family's honor at risk. It is such afascinating
contrast and one that | would be interested in finding out more aboui.

Author Ferriss manages to shock me as well. There is a scene in the book that floored me, one that | was
absolutely not expecting and it horrified me. Ferriss has a gift for creating characters that make us feel
something, from the wide-eyed innocent to the sinister half-brother with something to prove.

A Sister to Honor felt authentic and it made me appreciate the fact that | live in a culture that allows me to be
me. It managed to be emotional and tragic and eye-opening and humbling all at the sametime. Ferriss
certainly has a gift for drawing her readers into a story and not releasing them until long after the last page
has been read. A Sister to Honor and its message is something that will stay with me for quite sometime. My
thanks to the publisher and to Netgalley for providing me with areview copy.




Kim says

| saw this one listed a couple of months ago and couldn’t wait for it’ s release date! | have been reading afew
books about Muslim women lately, so | put this one on reserve as soon as | could. It is aways so much fun to
be the FIRST to read a new library book!

This one was well worth the wait. | actually lost sleep over this one because | couldn’t put it down. The book
was an emotiona roller coaster, centered around Afia Satar, a pre-med student from Pakistan attending a
small woman’s university in New England. Her brother Shahid is the star athlete for his squash team at a
nearby university. A major theme in the book is honor, and how our understanding of honor shapes who we
are. Many of the charactersin this book act out of “honor’ but we learn that different people, and different
cultures, have different interpretations of the word ‘honor’.. We also see how hard it isto understand a
culture different than our own, as both Afiaand her American friends struggle to understand and accept these
different interpretations.

| really felt like | got to know these characters and | worried about their fate. Afiawas so sweet and innocent,
torn between her love for Gus, an American student and teammate of Shahid, and her duty to her family to
return home untainted by American values. Shahid was smart with such a bright future, and he loved his
sister very much. He was torn between his desire to protect her and his obligation to redeem the family
honor. Thisled to some tense moments when | feared for each of them! And just when | thought the story
was coming to an end...it didn’t! There was alot more story to tell!

This was definitely aWOW! read for me and I'll be talking about this one for awhile. | won't be at all
surprised this December when it shows up on my ‘best reads of 2015’ list! Thiswill be a great book club
selection with discussion ranging from the definition of honor to family obligation and beyond!

Kim says

Great read with lots of good insights to another culture.
Thoroughly enjoyed it.

Hillary says

In many ways, thisis my kind of book: fiction, but | can learn from the different characters cultures,
histories, lives, etc. The story is also nicely paced, somewhat like amystery: each chapter gives the reader
just enough information, but leaves a bit of a cliff hanger, so you keep reading, just to find out what happens
next. | will admit | raced through the last half of the book, because | wanted to see how it would turn out.
But it's not technically a mystery, because we readers know what's happening (no spoilers). Thetrick hereis
that each part istold from one character or another's point of view. So, how A understands the eventsis not
how B understands them. Ferriss makes a good stab at trying to get inside the heads of avery wide array of
characters: adynamic female athletic director and squash coach; a modest, bright Pakistani girl who's had
little experience with the world; ayoung male college student who's in love and whose hormones are racing;
a Pakistani squash star/student who is trying to straddle two worlds; a Pakistani mother who feels
responsibility for al her children; a Muslim extremist who bears some grudges, etc. Ferriss also withholds
information until needed. We readers don't get certain backstories until quite late in the book. But that's fine:



it fits the story line.

The book is very current. We in the West are trying to understand the changes in Muslim countries, while
these events continue to affect us every day. Thereisalot to discuss here: The lives of international students
who struggle in two cultures; religious tolerance; women's roles; sexuality; family; the role of sportsin
American college culture.....and | could go on. To me, the mark of a good book iswhen | think about it even
when | am not reading it (or I've finished). That certainly happened here.

I usually reserve five stars for books | love; | liked thisone alot, but | wouldn't classify it asonel love. For
onething, | wasn't that interested in all the squash scenes (I don't know the game at al), and | thought the sex
scenes were somewhat gratuitous. | aso didn't understand how Afia could be working aBig Y (supermarket-
-yes, it'sachain, at least here in New England). She would not be legally alowed to work , asan
international student, and | doubt a manager in a chain supermarket would hire someone under the table. But
overdl, | did enjoy the book very much and | continue to think about it.

Amit Pamnani says

The story is about a Pakistani girl who goesto The United Statesto pursue her career in medical profession,
and how she ends up in the midst of culture, family and honour crisis. Y ou need to read the book to know if
sheis successful in becoming a doctor which she dreamt about.

The story is 388 pages long but each pageisathrill to read. Lucy has divided the story in 32 chapters, so if
you are like me, you would finish the book in amonth’stime. | read one chapter every day and couldn’t wait
to read the next one.

Though the story is afiction, Lucy has researched her subject very well and brings reality to her words. It'sa
showcase of Pakistan’s Pashtuni culture to the world. Each character has been thought about in detail and
when one reads each page, one can visualise each character as to how each one looks. Afia, themain lead, is
beautiful to look at, so is Gus, the love of her life. Shahid, her real brother is physicaly fit and has broad
shoulders, perfect for a squash player. Khalid, her step brother isintense and rough, and fitsin the villainous
role to the core.

Even the supporting characters, Farishta, Afia's mom, while one reads, one can visualise her plight when she
sees her daughter in the face of death, then Coach Hayes, one can understand her feelings for Shahid and
Afiaand how sheis stuck emotionally between these two and her husband Ethan. Ethan’s character is of a
cool and understanding husband, one can imagine his expressions, his fear, his care towards her wife and
daughter.

The story isfast paced, thriller to the core, it has romance, it has action, it has suspense, it has the occasional
twist in tale, there are quite a number of charactersin the story, but none of them seem to be added just for
the sake of it, each one has a specific role to play, each one more important than the other.

It isabeautiful, thought provoking book, which will make you feel scared at times when you imagineif al
this could bereal, it is abook which will make you want to change things in the world, it is a book which
will make you want Afia and her love to be together, it is a book which will want you to make the villain
Khalid understand afew thingsin life, it isastory which you will feel, the world still needs to change a lot
more, for the better!

I would recommend the book to anyone and everyone, Lucy has used a plain simple language to pen her
words, and the story moves in a smooth and discreet manner.

Lucy has even added a few pages towards the end for discussion, that is very clever of her sincethisis one
book which might be open to debate and controversy. She clarifies in these pages some of the questions
which might arise in the mind of the reader.



Terri says

"A Sister to Honor" by Lucy Ferriss was this summer's selection for the Seeking Educational Equity and
Diversity book club that | belong to. We had one of the best discussions we have ever had over this book -
poignant and thought-provoking! As | read the first three quarters of the book, | was thinking, "Five of five
stars for sure!” but as| finished the book, for reasons | will share, | giveit four of five stars. With that being
said, | couldn't put the book down!

First of al, thisis atremendously important story - one that will get American readers thinking, and
attempting to understand, another culture and its complexities. Ferriss' choiceto set the story in the United
States makes the story especially compelling, asit allows her to juxtapose American culture side by side with
the Pashtun culture. For instance, the scene where Khalid, in disguise, watches and contemplates American
court proceedings is fascinating. "A Sister to Honor" would have been a completely different story had it
been set in Pakistan - and | have read that story before. | learned, however, that knowledge does not
necessarily lead to understanding or acceptance - it doesn't for the characters, and it didn't for me. | was
furious throughout most of the story! It begs the question, in our attempt to be open to other cultures, isthere
aline that won't be crossed in terms of our own values and beliefs - for instance, in the case of things like of
honor killing and female genital mutilation?

Interms of plot, the story is compelling and complex. Ferriss choice to tell the story from multiple
viewpoints allows the reader to see all sides of this complex, tenuous, and volatile situation. The choice to set
the story within the world of college squash is also unusual and interesting. | bought it all, but the ending
seemed overly long and complex, and stretches believability at times. (The whole taking Khalid out with a
sguash ball was way over the top, for instance.) On the other hand, as | said before, the plot is so compelling
that it isdifficult to stop reading.

Character development is uneven. Most compelling is Afias character arc. Her situation is simply
impossible. | had so much compassion and empathy for her. She shows the reader the power of young love,
how women are treated in her culture, and the difficulty of the two cultures coexisting. She is a smart, hard-
working young woman who has so much to give to the world. Shahid, too, isin an impossible situation. He
is pulled by two cultures and his love for his sister. Khalid proves an interesting antagonist - one with whom
the reader might develop some compassion, which makes him particularly interesting. Again, he puts himself
in an impossible situation. The character of Lissy isthe character with whom | had the most difficulty. First
of al, | could not see her in my mind'seye as | read. The author could do more for usin thisregard. Lissy
seems too old to have athree year old. On the other hand, she has achieved much in her career (athletic
director of Enright University and head coach of the squash teams) to be so young. Also, she doesn't seem to
develop much in terms of her understanding of Shahid and Afia's culture and how it impacts them, and in
terms of her own self- involvement (it's really about competition and winning in the end, not honor).
However, Lissy provides a nice contrast to most Pashtun women. In fact, Shahid, Afia, and Khalid think of
her as akind of freak. Her husband, Ethan, is also problematic. For a psychologist, he doesn't seem to have
much of a sense of the situation with Shahid and Afia and the danger they are both in. Finally, Gusisa
character | loved at first. He seems genuinein hislove of Afia. However, his understanding of himself, and
of Afiaand Shahid's culture, doesn't seem to develop in the story. He doesn't seem too broken up about what
happens to Shahid, or when he and Afia break up. He also doesn't seem to have a healthy fear about the
things that happen to him, or about what could happen to him. Part of the problem may be that we never see
things from his point of view, only what others see of him.



The thematic framework of the story - the idea of HONOR - is strong throughout "A Sister to Honor."
Clearly, the idea of HONOR has many different and powerful interpretations. Lissy tells her team on page
13, "Honor...is one of the oldest concepts we have, It comes before love. It comes before victory. It comes
from the same Latin-French root as honesty...What €lse makes for honor?...winning...courage...integrity...the
team...loyalty..." Though thisis aworthy idea, compared to the idea of honor in the Pashtun culture, it seems
trivial. Afia says on pages 112-113, "'Honor...is hot just the greatest thing, for Pashtuns. It isreally the only
thing. And however you might think it stupid, Gus, | am...my family's honor. Without it, they more rather |
be dead. And maybe | more rather, too." Shahid tells his coach on page 173, "'Y ou give us that talk about
honor, Coach. Every year | listen to it. But not once do | hear you mention the honor of afamily. The honor
that isawoman's duty.™ In addition to honor, there are many other big ideas significant to the story - the
treatment of women, violence against women, hypocrisy, diversity, what love means, the relationship
between Americans and Pakistanis, the meaning and significance of family, shame, the idea of cleanliness
and purity, the increasing conservatism in places like Pakistan, etc.

p. 67 - "Did you go away from your peoplein order to bring the world back to them? Or did you go away to
shed the world you once had?' (To me thisis acentral question in this story.)

p. 74 - "It isgood to know your enemy in their own country.

p. 78-9 - "Since they were little, Afia had been his sole confidante. She was smarter than he, and she knew
she could contribute to the world. He had only to protect her - from the men in America, yes, but also from
these men, from men who chuckled over Tayab's dead daughters, from his family who could not comprehend
what things were like, somewhere else."

p. 112 - "'What do we know of marriage? Thisis something...our parents know of. Thisiswhy in this
country you have everyone divorce. Because no one wise is choosing a partner. It isall romance, al love."
p. 123 - Afran says, "'Look. If | could get someone to cut out whatever central lobeis al about the Prophet's
commands, and what you can do and what you can't and how big adeal agirl's hymenis...I'd doit. Bingo.
Likethat...Do | care about purity of marriage? No. | want to get laid.™

p. 123 - Afran says, "'So what would you rather?...A girl suffers because some guy toyed with her feelings?
Or because her dad locked a door and lit a match?"

p. 150 - "They could talk al they wanted, in this country, about the tough time women had in Shahid's
culture. Shame was still shame, and left him whaose honor had been pulled out from under him drowning and
al aone”

p. 181 - "He would succeed, eventually, just as the proverb said: Revenge took a hundred years, because |
was impatient.”

p. 184 - Afiathinks, "She still felt Shahid's arms against her back, his breath on her shoulder. It was @l she
needed: to know he loved her. He could not hate her, no matter how tora she became, no matter how stained.
He was simply obeying Baba. He was doing what brothers must do. Only she could save him from his awful
duty.”

p. 194 - "'..when agirl marries. We call it gham. A sorrow...Because your family, they lose you forever. You
belong now with your husband. His family.™



p. 196 - Coach Lissy saysto Afia, "'A team...is about honor. Honor as loyalty, as respect, as honesty. | have
always respected your brother. | am trying to be loyal to him, honest with him. And you. But you both make
it very, very difficult...It's al right. | made a choice. But | had to say that. Y our people are not the only ones
concerned with honor."™

p. 204 - "Y ou couldn't kill what you loved. She didn't give a shit about cultural difference. Y ou couldn't do it
and be human.”

p. 205 - Coach tells her players, "'When you're loyal to something that's rotten, it rots your loyalty.
p. 222 - " Shame casts awide net."

p.227 - Afiasfriends at Smith ask her, "'Let me get this straight...Y ou've never kissed a guy, no guy has ever
touched you anywhere under your clothes. But the very first night you meet this man someone el se picked
out for you, you're going to have sex with him."

p. 234 - "Amazing how you could set aside what didn't bear thinking about."

p. 253 - "There they all were, dancing in the flames behind the door of the woodstove, where Afia could not
reach or touch them. Why had she ever |eft? To become a doctor. But no doctor could bring back Tayyab's
dead daughters. No doctor could heal Lema's face or bring back the mischief that once warmed her smile.”

p. 276 - "She would never be a doctor now. She would help no one. She had brought death and shame; now
she had nothing but death and shame to offer. If they woudl let her, she thought in the wee hours of the night,
under the light they never turned off, she would take poison and berid of herself."

p. 301 - "No one lived long without a family."

p. 312 - Farishta thinks, "Others had their grief pure; hers was adulterated by failure. For it isfrom the
mother that the daughter learns. When a girl heaps shame on her family, it is her mother who has left the
door open, who alowed this shame to enter."

p. 321 - Baba says, "'A mother loves her children becauseit isin her nature. She cannot do otherwise. A
father loves his sons because they will carry on his family; they will make him proud. But when afather
loves a daughter, he loves what will only cost him, and what he is fated to lose. And yet he loves her without
condition. That is the greatest love in the world.™

p. 327 - "A woman without afamily was nothing."

p. 337 - AfiatellsKhalid, "'l cannot regret the things | did for their own sake. | am not a believer in that
regard. | have studied biology, and we are biological creatures, we feel these desires as other creatures do,
and | do not find a place where the Prophet, peace be unto him, ever said we should not feel such
things...when you arein love you forget what you do in private does not create aworld. The world isthe
world and you arein it."

p. 355 - Afran says, "'Therule...isyou don't just punish the girl. Not if you want a clean slate. The guy hasto
go, too. Even if they're not...you know. The fact isthat it happened. To make it unhappen, you've got to go
after everyone.™



p. 372 - Coach says, "'Romance...may not be the best foundation for marriage. But people fal in love
everywhere, Afia. Here and in Pakistan, and now and since forever. Sometimes it's great and sometimes it
hurts like hell. But it's the opposite of abetrayal. It's akind of...of keeping faith. With the heart."

One should also mention that the writer is white and not Pashtun or Muslim. Though, in this novel she writes
both white and Pakistani characters, some might object to this fact.

This book is highly recommended. Thisis definitely a crossover title ("new-adult” fiction), appropriate for
mature teens and up. The central characters are college age. There are two graphic, though not gratuitous sex
scenes, as well as some language.

Kimberly says

A SISTER TO HONOR was fantastic. | gained so much insight into the hearts and minds of these Pakistani
characters whose beliefs are so different from mine. | liked the pacing of the novel aswell -- could not put it
down towards the end.

Vishnu Chevli says

Almost two years back we interview Lucy Ferrisfor her (then recently) published book "A Sister To honor"
(In Indiawith Fingerprint Publishers). As atoken of gratitude, we have received a copy of the book.
Unfortunately, during that period we shifted job and home so this book got into our storeroom. This Diwali
when we cleaned the room, | found this angry lady asking for justification for ignoring her so long. Fun
parts, | took this book to my Diwali trip so that can be read with a peaceful mind.

Main characters of the story are Afiaand Shahid Satar. As given in blurb, Shahid was having a good rep and
challenging career to set hislife in the USA. He convinced his family to send Afiafor Medical studiesto
states. Born and brought up in the super suppressed family and culture values Afiafound her class and
college mates completely opposite. Though her mind showed her fear of strict traditional values, her heart
ached for freedom. Things became messy when her parents/family in Pakistan saw her picture holding a
hand of an American guy. Her family given Shahid impossible task of honoring family by killing his sister.

| have heard/read/seen (on screen) many cases of hour killing, this story is similar. What makes it different is
characterization. How each character feels at the time of such decision, how doting love convertsin extreme
hate. How culture value overrides normal human fedlings. The book required efforts to read it. Those who
want light read can skip this book. Those who love to read a deeply narrated story can take it. Read when
you can give 100% else you may leave it in between.



| give 3.5 out of 5 stars to the book.

Detailed Review Link - https://chevusread.bl ogspot.com/2018/...

Callie says

| liked the book but found the last section less compelling.




