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Everyone at Hundred Oaks High knows that career mentoring day is a joke. So when Maya Henry said she
wanted to be a rock star, she never imagined she’d get to shadow *the* Jesse Scott, Nashville’s teen idol.

But spending the day with Jesse is far from a dream come true. He’s as gorgeous as his music, but seeing all
that he’s accomplished is just a reminder of everything Maya’s lost: her trust, her boyfriend, their band, and
any chance to play the music she craves. Not to mention that Jesse’s pushy and opinionated. He made it on
his own, and he thinks Maya’s playing back up to other people’s dreams. Does she have what it takes to
follow her heart—and go solo?
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From Reader Review Jesse's Girl for online ebook

Sophie says

I seriously think this book may be my favourite of the Hundred Oaks series. Being English, and not all that
interested in sport, I've found I can't really relate to the sportier aspects of the previous books. However, I
didn't have the same difficulties here.

In Jesse's Girl, we follow Maya Henry, the younger sister of much loved Sam Henry (our fave from Finding
Jordan), as she shadows the country music star, Jesse Scott, for career mentoring day. When I was at school
we didn't have anything like this; the closest I could compare it too would be works experience week at the
end of year 10 (aged 15), but even then, all I did was help out at the local primary school. Nothing anywhere
near as exciting as shadowing a famous musician.

Something we all know Miranda succeeds at is writing swoon worthy boys, and Jesse Scott is no exception.
Though Sam Henry will always hold a special place in my heart, Jesse may actually be my favourite of the
Hundred Oaks boys. The relationship between himself and Maya was so wonderful, I honestly couldn't stop
smiling. While it may have been far-fetched at times, it seemed real, and not rushed at all. I seriously hope
we will be able to revisit Jesse and Maya in the future.

One of the best things about this book, hands down, was seeing Sam and Jordan again. They will always be
my favourite Hundred Oaks couple, and seeing them in a proper, defined relationship, exactly as amazing as
they were in Finding Jordan, was delightful. Considering there is another Henry kid, Anna, I hope she will be
the protagonist of a future Hundred Oaks book.

All in all, Miranda's writing gets even better with each book, and I am so happy there will be two more. I
loved how she branched outside of sport, and into music, and can't wait to see what she writes about in the
future. Jesse's Girl was a wonderful, swoon worthy book, and everyone should just get this book, ASAP!

Paula M. of Her Book Thoughts! says

 

"Yeah, yeah, I'm from Tennessee, where its a crime if you don't love country, but I deep,
rumbling beats and singing loud and fast and hard. I do not like closing my eyes and crooning
to a cow in the pasture."

I CAN'T BELIEVE THIS IS MY FIRST BOOK FROM MIRANDA KENNEALLY!! Excuse me while
I purchase her other books. I am missing out, I know that now. It definitely shocked me to find out that
Miranda isn't on my author-to-stalk list when her books are the kinds I inhale like crack. Books like
Jesse's Girl keeps me alive!!! And I have authors like Miranda to thank for that. You may think that Jesse's
Girl is another YA contemporary romance, but I'll stop you right there. Because Jesse's Girl is absolutely
more than that, it has a heart.



Jesse and Maya is absolutely delightful to read. Maya, especially, is a refreshing main character with a
very much engaging voice. She has that badass and yet adorable persona nailed. She's also a surprise
too since I expected a southern sweetheart (I mean, look at the cover) but turns out, Maya isn't the southern
sweetheart type. Usually, I'm not into the spunky kind of girl, but Maya changed me. She made me admire
her so much with her caring heart, big dreams and witty and sassy comebacks.

Jesse didn't have to do much. We all know that musicians are my top favorite heroes, but a country artist?
With an attitude like Jesse? Which isn't great at first but still!! My heart breaks for the guy. He's all hard
and sometimes jerky on the outside but on the inside? Totally a marshmallow coated with lots and lots
of sugar. Jesse knows how to deliver a speech that will melt every part of you and that, my friends, is why
Jesse deserved to be loved.

What I like most about Jesse's Girl is Miranda's extraordinary power to make me forget my bladder
and hunger. Apparently, once you sit down with a Miranda Kenneally book, you'll either finish it NOW or...
there's no other choice, really. You'll finish it on one sitting because you'll be compelled to do so. See
how powerful Miranda is? I really don't mind, tbh.

Do I really have to say it? I AM SO IN LOVE with this book and I think- scratch that, I know you will be
too! Its optimistic, smart and full of heart. Filled with rich characters that will touch your inner core
and relationships that are neatly and realistically done, Jesse's Girl is everything your fangirl heart
wants and needs.

Ellice says

FREAKIN' AMAZING!

May just be the best book of the Hundred Oaks series yet! I'm in love with Jesse, and I fell in love with Sam
Henry all over again <333

Sarah says

This was a YA contemporary romance about a girl and a rock star.

Maya was an okay character, and it was nice how she was genuine with Jesse and didn’t treat him like a star.

The storyline in this was about Maya and Jesse spending a day together and developing feelings for each
other, even though it seemed that they wouldn’t be able to be together because of Jesse’s career and
insecurities. The pace in this was a bit slow though, and at times I found it hard to really care about what was
going on.

The ending to this was okay, and things did pick up a bit. I didn’t enjoy this as much as the previous book in
the series though.



6 out of 10

Perks Of Being A Fangirl says

ANYBODY ELSE EXCITED?

AH says

4.0-4.5 stars - I loved this.

Jesse's Girl is a great reason to put author Miranda Kenneally on your auto-buy list. Each book gets better
and better and when i read an entire book in one sitting, I know that you have something good - a really good
- feel good kind of book.

The Review:
If you have not yet had a chance to read Miranda Kenneally’s Hundred Oaks series what are you waiting
for? Ms. Kenneally is a gifted storyteller and her books feature realistic characters who work hard to achieve
their goals.

In Jesse’s Girl we meet Maya Henry (yes, she’s Sam’s little sister!). Maya is a teenage singer and bassist in
the band The Fringe. When her school has a career day and arranges for students to shadow people in a
chosen field, Maya is surprised to find out that she was assigned to Jesse Scott, an 18 year old country music
star. Even though Maya is from Tennessee, she doesn’t like country music. She prefers Queen. Jesse is not
that happy to have a fan shadow him, but after a bit of a rocky start, the two get along.

I think that what made this book stand out for me was how realistic the characters seemed. Take Maya, for
example. Maya is young and has hopes and aspirations like any teen. Her dream is to be on the show
Wannabe Rocker and she tries to arrange for her band to appear on the show. When she is “fired” from the
band she started, Maya was devastated. It didn’t help that she was hooking up with a band member but was
disappointed when he told her that he didn’t want to date a band member. While I felt bad that Maya got
dumped, she took that experience and learned from it.

I liked Jesse. As a young country star, Jesse had fame and fortune. He was willing to forgo all of that for his
parents, who did not approve of his career. Personally as a parent, I can’t see myself ever forcing my
children to abandon their dreams like Jesse’s parents.

I loved watching Maya and Jesse’s relationship grow. They were so cute together. My favorite part of the
story was the day Maya and Jesse spent together, a kind of Ferris Bueller’s Day Off kind of day, full of crazy
times. Their time apart was a little heart-wrenching.

For the fans of the Hundred Oaks series, Jordan and Sam appear in this book. Nice to see them and their
“happily ever after.”

Jesse’s Girl was a quick and enjoyable read. I’m so excited to hear that more books are planned for this



series. In the meantime, I’ll be looking to catch up on the books I have not yet had the chance to read.

*Note: Each book can be read as a standalone, so if you do get your hands on a book out of order, go ahead
and read it. These books are suitable for the young adult reader age 12+

Thank you to NetGalley and Sourcebooks Fire for a review copy of this book.

Review posted on Badass Book Reviews. Check it out!

Mlpmom (Book Reviewer) says

Ever since first reading Catching Jordan so many years ago, I have loved this series, Miranda's writing
ability and the world and characters that she has created. I vowed there and then that I would read anything
that she has to offer us readers because she really is just that good.

Her latest is no different. Once again we are thrown back into the life of Hundred Oaks, with familiar faces
as well as some new ones but this time, this time we get a sexy, cowboy rock star to keep us interested and to
shake some things up. And if that wasn't enough we also get Sam's younger spunky rock n' roll sister, Maya
and when you bring these two together, things really do get interesting.

I first have to say that I love, loved, all the scenes where Sam and Jordan made an appearance! I adore this
couple and to see where they are now, two years later from their last appearance, many years later from
Catching Jordan, was just so very much fun and I could kiss Miranda for giving us these scenes.

Now back to Jesse and Maya. Oh boy these two were pretty electric together. Couldn't be more opposite nor
more the same if they tried. I loved their dynamic together and the friendship that they formed before
anything else. The non insta-love of it all was so nice to get. Add in the music aspect,their maturity (they
actually talked through problems!), friendship (Dale was a fun character!), and understanding of one another
truly made this different from a lot of YA books out there right now and even from others in her series and I
truly enjoyed that about it.

This was another cute, fun, and enjoyable read from Miranda and a great addition to the series. So happy I
read it and got to experience it.

Talltree says

So many sports romances don't have any sports in them, just like rockstar romances don't have any music
stuff in them. Lots of times(IMO) neither the authors nor readers really know or care about the music or
sport-it seems to be all about the stud-value of the jock, big-time musician etc.

Refreshingly this book had music stuff, as well as human stuff and boy-girl stuff. It wasn't clean, had some
sexy times and both the h/H grew over the book. The romance was slow-burn - the country-boy/Grammy-
winning H was a bit of a character and the h was a corset-wearing, bike-riding guitar-playing future rockstar!
It was nice that they both supported the other's dreams while fighting for their own and that they had their
priorities right. Low angst, interesting and relevant-to-the times teen romance.



3.5 stars!

Miranda Kenneally says

I'm marking my own book as read so I can get closer to meeting my 2014 reading challenge! #noshame

Laura says

 "I leaned that I have to take chances if I want a chance at my dreams."

Jesse's Girl was my third Miranda Kenneally book and I feel like now I can officially call myself a fan.
While Breathe, Annie, Breathe , the first one I've read by her, is still my ultimate favorite (and I have a
feeling it will stay that way), I enjoyed the other two, including Jesse's Girl, immensely and the same thing
will probably apply to the other three I have yet to read. I've said it before in my review of Stealing Parker,
but I will say it again: Miranda's writing is exactly my cup of tea. It's easy to read, humorous and makes the
characters come to life in the most wonderful way. In addiction to that her books have strong female leads
and heroes that make you wish they were real, so you could date them.

"For real though," I whisper. "Why are you here?"
A cricket chirps a few times, filling the silence. Then he replies, "I missed you."

Jesse's Girl is extremely cute and a perfect light summer read. I especially loved the music aspect and the
characters were as always in Kenneally's books fun and likable.
The heroine Maya Henry is quite different from both Annie and Parker, and honestly, also quite different
from me. She's a true performer. A badass guitarist. An eighties rocker. A mean sexy punk girl, as Jesse likes
to call her. She drives an motorcycle and is in a heavy metal band. She has bleached hair, a nose stud and
likes to wear black boots, corset dresses and leather jackets. Seriously, I kind of loved her for all that alone.
And even though her and I are so different, I had no problem relating to her. What I really like about Maya is
that she's confident, but still has her doubts and insecurities. She did wonder if she was good enough to make
it and also why that asshole Nate guy didn't want her anymore, but she never started unnecessary drama
because of her insecurities and I appreciated that so much! I mean jeez, even dating a freaking famous
country singer doesn't really faze her and where other girls would've acted extremely insecure and jealous,
she never did. She also didn't take any of Jesse's shit and told him exactly where she stands and what she
expected of him. And that is just one of the many things that makes Maya a hell of a cool girl. She also isn't
afraid to speak her mind, to put herself out there, even when people criticize her. She can take criticism and
she's always true to herself. All that makes her a great heroine and made sure that I never once got annoyed
of being in her head.

"No more calls." He snatches my cell from my fingers and pockets it. "This is our day, and I'm not
sharing you."

Then of course we have Jesse Scott. Teen sensation. Country star. Aaaand a total jerk when Maya meets him
for the first time.
What I love most about Jesse is his playfulness when he *finally* realizes that Maya is actually quite cool.
With her he's quick to smile and joke around which was a lot of fun to read. On the other hand he's a touch



critic and a great coach. He's very serious and driven when it comes to his music and pretty closed off when
it comes to most people due to bad experiences. All that made him a very interesting character to get to know
and I loved figuring him out and finding the puzzle pieces of his personality that made him who he is.
I think it's tough to write about a famous hero, but Miranda Kenneally nailed it with Jesse. All his struggles
and issues made complete sense and were carried out perfectly. I've always found it fascinating to read about
the daily problems of celebrities that 'normal' people don't even consider. There are so many disadvantages to
stardom and I loved how Miranda executed Jesse's struggle with it. Not even being able to leave the house
for some shopping without being stalked/photographed/harassed would drive me nuts!

At Second Avenue, I pull over and park. Jesse takes off his helmet and sits on the Harley, panting for
several seconds. "Good God, woman. Never again!"
"You're just jealous I'm a better driver."

The thing that made this book stand out from the other Hundred Oaks novels was the music aspect. Normally
Kenneally writes stories related to sports and while I love that, it was nice to see her changing it up a bit.
Listening to the music Maya and Jesse were talking about or singing in that moment made for a great
ambience and made the story come alive even more. I haven't listened to Queen in a while, so it was
awesome to get back into that because of Maya! That she likes to listen to 80s music was actually one thing
we did have in common and I really enjoyed that!

Kenneally is also talented at including the secondary characters enough that they enhance the story perfectly,
but never take over. Dave and Xander were tons of fun and I loved how supporting they were. Just like
Maya's whole family! Her brother and his girlfriend provided many laugh out loud moments with their fights
and general craziness. I can't wait to read their story in Catching Jordan!

Seconds later, Jesse Scott opens the door wearing nothing but a pair of sky blue boxers.
"Jesse," Dr. Salter scolds him. "Put some pants on for God's sake."

The reason why I don't give this 5 stars despite of all these positive things is simple: in the second part of the
book I got a little.. not quite bored.. but I wasn't as interested in the story anymore, in what was going to
happen. If I only had to rate the first 150 pages, I wouldn't hesitate once and definitely give it 5 stars. How
Maya and Jesse met, slowly started to respect each other and finally became friends was extremely fun to
read about. But once that happened, things moved quite fast and I can't believe I'm saying this, but there was
almost not enough drama. God, that's such a weird thing to type. Normally I'm complaining about the drama.
And I said above that I liked that Maya didn't start any drama! I'm such a hypocrite. I think it's a great thing
that both Mara and Jesse were mature enough to handle all their problems easily. But for me a little
something was missing in the second half of the book to keep me fully hooked and interested. I still enjoyed
reading it a lot, but not as much when you compare it to the first half. Besides that though, I have no
complaint. Keep writing your amazing contemporaries, Miranda!

"If you're serious about being a musician, you can't let other people decide what music you should
play... You could end up going down a path that you were never meant to take and then you could end
up living a life that's not yours."

So if you think you'd enjoy a YA story about music, trust and taking chances, about a sweet and fun, but
mature YA love story, then don't hesitate to pick this one up!

Find me on the blog:



Melanie says

See more reviews at YA Midnight Reads

Miranda Kenneally's Hundred Oaks is one of those super cute, swoon-worthy contemporaries that you can
pick up at any point in the series, and love them just as much as the next person. For me, I started reading
her books since Racing Savannah (book 4) and this book, Jesse's Girl is undoubtedly my favourite one up
to date. While the first 5 books have all been about sports, this one is different in the sense that the two leads
are musicians.

Things that I loved about Jesse's Girl:

1. A strong-willed female main character. In another world, Maya could have totally been my best friend.
She's a really quirky girl who dresses like in the eighties, and really values trust and loyalty in a relationship
of any sort. I loved her passion for music, it was definitely one of the first things that struck me about her.
She may be lacking in self-confidence, especially after finding out that her crush actually never liked her
back and that the band she created no longer wanted her as lead guitar, but I loved her strong-will and clear
vision of pursuing music as a career by herself, and not by using her new relationship with Jesse, big
time musician, as a handicap to get her there. Saying that I admire her is one helluva understatement.

2. Greatest family dynamic ever! If I were to ever list my top ten favourite family relationships, Maya's
family would definitely be on that list. Family plays a huge role in this book and it seriously just had a lot of
feels from it. I love how warm and supportive Maya's family is, and how every one can argue with each
other but you can still see how much love they have for each other. THINKING OF IT JUST MAKES
ME SQUEEE AND HUG MY KINDLE. Also: Maya's older brother is actually Sam, one of the main
characters from Catching Jordan, so fans of the first book will surely be over the moon. I found it seriously
amusing and adorable how protective Sam was over Maya. BROTHER OF THE YEAR, PEOPLE.

3. One cute as heck romance with witty banter. I've always had a love to hate relationship with
celebrity/normal person romances because they can be melodramatic as fuck. Thank God that's not the case
here because I am so. done. with that kind of drama. That is not to say that there aren't instances where for
example, Jesse thinks that Maya is using him to get to her dream as a musician - but it's never as full blown
or ridiculous as some books can portray it. Their relationship is healthy, realistic and also sex-positive
which is always another huuuge plus.

4. YAY LGBTQ characters! There are some LGBTQ+ supporting roles in this novel which are so cute. I
totally ship, Maya's best friend, Dave with Xander. THEY ARE SO CUUUUUTE. There are also nods
towards other LGBTQ+ people as well, so THANK YOU Kenneally for all ze diversity!

My only gripe is that I felt like I predicted most things that were going to happen in this novel from the
very beginning, but in the end, it's not a huge deal for me because of how brilliant all the other components
were.

Miranda Kenneally's contemporaries are the ultimate reads for the summer, and Jesse's Girl is no
exception with it's amazing cast of people. 



~Thank you Sourcebooks Fire for the review copy!~

Danielle (Love at First Page) says

I think Jesse's Girl may be my favorite Miranda Kennally book to date? I use a question mark there because
Breathe, Annie, Breathe is still her most poignant and touching, but Jesse's Girl was such a JOY to read. It's
fluffy and sweet and adorable and HAPPY. And lately those are the feelings I've been desperate for while
reading.

So I hope you all know by now my love of country boys. I think it's the gentlemanly manners and the accent.
Can't forget about the accent. Add a country music singer into the mix, and I'm a goner. When I heard
Miranda's next male lead was going to be just that, I about peed in my pants. Jesse (from the title) has grown
up a super star; he's attractive, talented, and beloved. But he's also tired of the industry games and incredibly
lonely. His religious family doesn't support his music, and he has no friends because he's been burned in the
past by them. This is what Maya discovers when she 'shadows' him for her school's career day. She wants to
play in a band and perform on stage more than anything, but lack of money and stage fright has held her
back. From Jesse she wants to learn something, but what she dubs the Best Day Ever (original title of the
book, by the way) turns into something so much more.

Maya is such a sweetheart! I really liked her character. She has a tender but open heart, even after it gets
stomped on by her bandmates and someone she trusted. Her enthusiasm is infectious - though sometimes she
read a little too young for me - and her dedication to music admirable. She never gives up, and more
importantly she's determined to succeed on her own but willing to turn to her family when she needs their
comfort. I think many of you all will be happy to know that Maya is Sam's younger sister, Sam of Catching
Jordan fame, and he and Jordan play a large role in this book. They're whole family is quite hilarious!

When Maya first meets Jesse, he doesn't exactly endear himself to her. He's actually kind of a jerk, though
we understand why later. There's a little bit of hate-to-love going on here, which works so well considering
Jesse is a good ole boy and Maya eighties punk rocker chic. They played off each other so well! Their
romance is a whirlwind day of spontaneous decisions, and Maya slowly begins to open Jesse's heart. I
absolutely adored the romance, you guys. No drama, no unnecessary separations; just a boy and girl falling
in love. And it's hard not to with Jesse, who is both sweet and sexy. I don't know that he tops the Brown
brothers, but he's close.

One last thing: myself, Miranda, and a few other bloggers had a great early morning discussion on Twitter
about sex in YA, and Miranda handles this SO especially well in Jesse's Girl. We already knew this from her
previous books, but one scene in particular was portrayed beautifully.

I don't think fans of Miranda Kenneally's Hundred Oaks series will be disappointed with Jesse's Girl. There's
spark and joy and you just can't not be smiling while you read it. It was just what this romantic heart needed
for late night reading.

***Special note: I received an ARC at ALA, but this did not influence my review in any way.

This review can also be found at Love at First Page.



Aimee ♥ | Aimee, Always says

Instead of writing my usual review, I've decided to write a letter to Jesse's Girl. If only books could receive,
read and respond to letters...

*clears throat* Ahem. Dear Jesse's Girl,

Gosh darn it, you were a fabulous book. But you already know that, obviously. I just wanted to let you know
that you made me swoon, laugh, smile, and feel tingles all over.

You made me cry, too. Typically I cry because I'm sad, but with you, I totally cried happy tears. I was
deeply touched by how the Maya's family just oozed love and support. The Henry family is definitely one
I would not hesitate to say is what a family should be.

You also made me ship Maya and Jesse so hard it hurt. Okay, fine, I was totally iffy about Jesse at first, but
he turned out to be one of the sweetest guys ever. And holy crud, their chemistry was off the charts! It was
also pretty lovely how Maya was the kind of girl who didn't jump to conclusions about the other girls Jesse
hung out with.

You made me love both Maya and Jesse individually, too. I love how they were both extremely passionate
about what they loved to do--Maya especially. She was also a very real and honest character--heck, at
one point she admitted to liking the fact that she was gaining followers because of Jesse, as I know most of
us would feel.

I would also like to give you bonus points for containing: a) lovable LGBTQ side characters, and b) SAM
HENRY (and Jordan--and them together!).

I heart ya. Lots.

Hugs,
Aimee

Deadly Darlings | The Social Potato | The Book Geek | Twitter | Instagram

Giselle (Book Nerd Canada) says

Maya shadows teen heartthrob Jesse Scott for a day and what she expects to be a boring day ends up being
one of the best days of her life. He's a reminder of everything that she has lost. Maya realizes that if she
wants something bad enough, she's going to have to get it herself.

Maya ends up being one of those characters that are lost, but will end up finding herself by the end. Through
her eyes we see her grow into her own and become stronger than ever. I liked her for Jesse. They made such
a good match. Especially when you realize how annoying and rude he is at the beginning. I actually really
enjoy character stories where the love interests dislike each other at first. It makes it so much more fun and



this book had it. I liked they're little day of adventure and their love didn't feel so instant even though they
only knew each other for such a short period of time.

There's something about Miranda Kenneally's books that warm my heart. She knows exactly how to tug at
your heart strings and make each and every character you see fall in love with someone in the cutest way
possible. Jesse's Girl is no exception. She combines music and love into one cute adorable romance. 

Get ready to fall for pretty much all of Miranda's characters.. And I'm not saying they're all perfect beings
either. They're human and make mistakes, but it's what they do about it that makes her stories so memorable.

RATING 4/5

QUOTES

Oh my God, I love ketchup too! We have so much in common.

What am I doing wrong? Why don't I belong anywhere?

Everyone always wants something.

Family should support you no matter what, but I guess sometimes that doesn't happen.

Why is it that as soon as I place my faith in others that trust disappears in a second?

If I want to become something, I need to work a lot harder.

If you love something enough, want it bad enough, you should be willing to go after it on your own.

Family can't always help fix a difficult situation, and everybody makes mistakes. We shouldn't expect
perfect. But we can hope that the people we love, love us enough to try to make it right.

Marla Mei says

Now kinda regretting rating Breathe, Annie, Breathe only three stars. I NEED TO REREAD THAT BOOK
and remedy that.

This is not a bad book per se, but I just felt it to be the weakest out of all the books in the series. Reading this
made me realize how truly heartfelt and moving Breathe, Annie, Breathe was and how it deserves more stars
than what I gave it before. Though this book tackles self-discovery much like every other book in the series,
I just felt the least connection with this. And I NEED to CONNECT with the characters, the situation, the
emotions they're feeling for me to be deeply immersed in a book and I didn't get that here.

Longer review to come maybe.


