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In author Jennifer L. Hotes’ YA thriller novel, Josie Jameson and the Stone Witch, readers meet a teen that’s
been struggling since childhood to fill the shoes of her dead mother. Josie is a caregiver to her little brother, a
confidante to her grieving dad, and the backbone of her tight-knit group of friends. But always being the
strong, responsible one has taken its toll on Josie, now fourteen. After stumbling upon the grave of a witch,
she’s been plagued with nightmares, dark visions, and fainting spells that leave her feeling like a freak. And
then suddenly her faulty heart gives out and for 5.4 seconds Josie is technically dead. Hoping the life-saving
surgery will finally transform her into a regular girl, Josie’s about to discover the witches have other plans.
As she struggles to accept the foreign object now regulating her heartbeat, Josie begins to dream the life of a
headstrong teen in 1820s England who, along with 11 other girls, is devoted to empowering women in their
strict society. The second book in the Stone Witch series takes readers along with Josie who, with the help of
her friends and clinging to the final memories of her mother, must face the challenges of her future as the
past battles for her soul. Will she be strong enough to face her fate?
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From Reader Review Josie Jameson and the Stone Witch for online
ebook

Kellie says

This second installment of Josie Jameson's journey was really fun with just enough spooky and creepy! I also
read the Fourth Tombstone and feel like that book is a tale of discovery and now in Stone Witch Josie's
journey begins. If you have just discovered Josie's story - go back and read the Fourth Tombstone, it will add
to your experience.

In the Stone Witch the author did a great job adjusting between the voice of the past and Josie's present and
building a foundation for more adventure and mystery. I wish the next book was available now! For a while I
couldn't get certain of the characters out of my head, which doesn't always happen, but I love it when I can
chew on the material for a while.

Recommended for adults who want a little bit of a thriller without sleepless nights, or teens who might be
interested in trying something a little bit scary/creepy.

Laura Agnella says

A while back, I was lucky enough to receive an ARC copy of what was then titled Four Rubbings (now Josie
Jameson and the Fourth Tombstone), a story about a young girl and her three friends who visit a graveyard
and rub four different graves. Each grave takes one of the teens on a journey, especially Josie, who learns
about an accused witch from the past and her own family connection to magic through her mom, who died
when she was young.

This second book, Josie Jameson and the Stone Witch, continues the story of Josie and her friends as they
help Josie figure out what is happening to her. Is something trying to possess her? Is someone following her?
Why is she having dreams that seem so real? The story is fun and incredibly engaging. I knew almost from
the start that I would be finishing it in one sitting. The reader gets a nice mix of teenage drama, a little bit of
history, and a supernatural edge. A lot of what Josie learns through the dreams take place in the 1800's and
are from another point of view which adds a nice historical feel. You can definitely tell as you get further
into the plot (and to the cliffhanger at the end) that things will be escalating in the third book and I can't wait
to see what happens. No spoilers here so you'll have to grab the books yourself but I would recommend them
for any middle or high school student as well as any adults who enjoy the YA genre.


