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From Reader Review Joyride for online ebook

Daniel Russell says

I’m going to be honest in the reasoning in my reasons for buying Jack Ketchum’s Joyride. My cheapnessin
pages per dollar came into my decision not to buy the very short novella, Weed Species. Looking at the
cover and seeing these epically evil plants (and | love my plant based horror, apart from the horrendously
frustrating Garden of Evil by Edmund Le Plante —which | hope is a pseudonym!) it was hard to resist.

But along comes L eisure who have released an impressive catal ogue of Ketchum'’s work, and give us Weed
Species as a bonus story with the novel Joyride. At the usual low low prices, | certainly couldn’t resist this
time! Let'slook at the main novel first.

Caroleis a nice enough, dlightly posh woman who has been driven to hell and back by her abusive ex-
husband. He really did a number on her with beatings, rape, etc. Now she’ swith Lee, and the two are
moderately happy together...apart that the ex-husband still pops around now and then for threats, harassment
and the odd rape. The police haven’t done a thing, so the couple decide to indulge in some vigilante action,
involving a seldom used hiking trail and a baseball bat.

Enter Wayne. Wayne is your town nutjob. In his twenties and working bar, he has a deep seeded resentment
for basically everyone and a secret obsession with murder. After afailed romantic walk with his girlfriend,
he takes a minute to rest, overlooking the trail.

Thisiswhere Wayne sees something he wasn’t supposed to see.

Now Wayne wants to be their best friend and share in the thrill of murder. Carole and Lee aren’t so keen, but
how can you argue with a mad man?

Ketchum, as usual, hits the road running and never lets up. The novel dlips by and you don’t even fedl it
going in. Ketchum just has this pace and sharp edge to his words that few can compare with. He keeps the
plot rooted in reality, with absolutely no supernatural element whatsoever. The subject of a man who finally
givesinto his bloodlust in such an explosive way, while some may see this as Ketchum simply ticking his
own extreme violence box, is gritty and actually, closeto red life events.

It was an interesting read, as at the time of finishing, | thought it was quite a shallow read. Ketchum in third
gear, Ketchum providing the cheap thrills, but with a paler moral stance than say The Girl Next Door. Only a
few days after it did | start to think about it. Y es, murdering random strangersis bad, but it raises questions
such asisthe murder of abad person make it acceptable? Does an ignorant society breed psychopaths?
Ketchum also has the stereotypical cop hot on the trail, but with afew atypical character flaws. A decent
subplot.

Onto Weed Species. Now, the mistake I’d made (as | believe others had in the past) was that this was a story
about plants. How very wrong.

A very different couple from Joyride, Sherry and Owen are serial rapists, and murderers when the situation
demands it. Weed Species follows them over many years, revealing their exploits, the repercussions and how
their presence affects the community (like aweed species. No plants).

Thisisthe most rape-tastic story | have ever read. It reminded me of that famous scene from Dusk til Dawn.
We got rape! We got date rape! We got anal rape! You like oral rape? We got oral rape! How about some
anal rape followed by oral rape? We got lesbian rape! We got incest rape! We kinky rape! We got torturous
rape!

Lots of raping. Be interesting to see what percentage of the page count doesn’'t have any raping.

Ketchum really lets his hair down here on the pure gross out and explicit details. Funnily enough, just before
reading this, | discussed in interviews how the first draft of Samhane was more extreme. However, Weed
Species certainly would have aced it in the full-on rape stakes. Serioudly, | cannot warn you enough, if you
have a nervous disposition regarding rape, do not read this story. I’ ve seen readers say they’ re ashamed to
own this book.



Isit any good? It was okay, | guess.
| prefer other Ketchum titles, but thiswas still a good, fast read, but definitely not for everyone.

Scott Emer son says

JOYRIDE (aka ROADKILL) isnot Ketchum's best work, but it's still a solid, entertaining read that rockets
along at afast clip. It's definitely worth alook, but the highlight of this volume isthe inclusion of "Weed
Species," abonus novellathat's as disturbing, cold, and ultimately insightful as THE GIRL NEXT DOOR or
"Right to Life." It'sworth the cover price aone.

Lance Dale says

| didn't think it was his strongest effort, but I'd take one of Ketchum's lesser books over most authors' best
books. The guy knew how to tell a story.

DJIJMikeG says

Jack Ketchum delivers an incredible, emotionally devastating novel yet again. Ketchum is a horror writer by
title, but hiswriting is so artful, and rings so true emotionally that | would just call him an amazing novelist
period. He goes so deep into the reasons people do what they do, that is the reason so much of hiswriting is
so disturbing. The characters could so easily be real people. The kind of horror Ketchum deliversis based
more on the terrible undercurrents in our society, not on the supernatural. He looks into the truly dark
underbelly of humanity and shows how the wrongdoings of others affect all of us, or any of us. Thiswas one
of the heaviest, darkest books | have ever read. Its not a ‘fun horror romp' by any means. Its a serious |ook
into the darkness that surrounds us all. Ketchum is to be commended for writing books that make the reader
really think. The ending was surprisingly uplifting and positive, aswell. | was floored by this book. Highest
recommendation possible.

J.C. Brennan says

L et the Pandemonium begin!

This book takes its readers on aride with a psychopath who, up until now, has buried his urges deep. He's
been too much of acoward to act on them. That, however, isall about to change.

It all begins when Wayne, a simple bartender, try's to chokes his girlfriend to death while on a hike. She, of
course, is none too happy about his actions and runs off leaving him sitting alone. It's at thistime he sees a
couple committing a brutal murder, and it’s this act that awakens Wayne's inner-psycho. He begins a murder
spree but not on his own—oh no. He wants witnesses to his senseless reign of terror and who better to
observe than the couple that he just watched murder a man

This manuscript brings its reader sex, horror, and mayhem the three things that Ketchum has always been so
talented at bringing to life. Joyride is a compelling, but tragic, drama with some nasty little twist making it



markedly enticing.

Chrissays

Like most of hisfiction, Jack Ketchum blends everyday life with inexplicable horror, usually more reaistic
psychological than supernatural, and does this just about better than anyone. Joyride involves an abused ex-
wife and her lover, and their plans to murder her abuser ex-husband, who continues to harass her. But you
know that saying about best laid plans? Needless to say, things go sidewaysin avery bloody and brutal way.
The bonus story, Weed Species, was disturbing and horrifying in its depiction of the seemingly perfect
young couple, who have perversely evil desires.

Highly recommended.

Querus Abuttu says

"You're not going to believe this," he said to Rule. “We got a shooting out on 1-89. Lady in a station wagon.
Isthis piece-of-shit day never gonna end?’
~Joyride - by Jack Ketchum (2010)

* k%

There are not many books | give a5 star too. Thisis an exception. | put off reviewing this novel for acouple
of reasons. One: I'm often one of the first to submit areview before reading other writers' critiquesin my
SHU program. | decided to do things differently thistime. Second: I'm afraid I'm areal freak. | love Jack
Ketchum's writing. Not just hiswriting, but his stories. What does that say about me? I've read how others
feel that his novels, and what a bummer. Some think his work is atrip down the filthy aleyways of twisted
humanity that only existsin the worst of nightmarish dreams. And maybe it'strue, but it doesn't bother me. If
anything, I'm appreciative. His proseisreal, and he divesinto storytelling in away that is different from
others.

Thefirst part of the story, Wayne witnesses a murder and it thrills him. His sentiment about it is not so
different from those who enjoy reading about serial killers, or those who look on the internet for fatality
crashes and are amazed at the blood and aftermath. Is he so different from the person who drives a car and
just for amoment wonders what it would be like to plunge her/his bumper into a crowd of people taking their
time crossing the road when the light is green...the person who is waiting to turn right but can't because that
person dosen't dare?

"It was not the product of the kill, which was nothing but meat and emptiness when you got down to it,
though the person you killed wasn’t there anymore and that was something. But the act itself, the moment of
the taking and the losing. That was classy. That was important.”

Ketchum (Kindle Locations 425-427).

And that iswhat isimportant in this story when you read it. Something you need to stick in the back of your
brain as your fingers turn the pages.



Another thing | really liked about the way Ketchum put this book together is that he plays with your thoughts
asyou read. An example iswhen Lieutenant Rule reflects on what he knows about Carole. Where you might
think at one point she's one hell of abitch, later you discover she had real reasons for wanting her ex-
husband dead. But then you have to consider, is there ever areal reason for wanting someone dead? And
does the wanting ever justify the actual act?

As awriter and student of writing popular fiction, there were some POV errors | noticed now and then. None
of them seriously bothered me, but | noticed them just the same. The way the story flowed | caught myself
wondering if we're too hard on POV changes in manuscripts. Perhaps. | aso had a problem with some of the
sentence structure. There were places on the pages that a comma would have been beneficial and kept me
from reading the same sentence over afew timesto catch the meaning.

I've heard others call this book "in your face" writing, but I'd rather describe it as "stare in the mirror" prose.
If you enjoy traveling aroad where the scenery isn't pretty, but you can acknowledge the loveliness and
complexity of a sewer or waste-treatment plant, this story isfor you. If you're afraid to stare into the pupils of
your own reflection, or you gag at the stench of decaying muscle or mounds of stinking raw feces. . . then
don't inhale the words written inside this masterpiece. Thisis a book best devoured by those who have a
palate for the nuances of evil mixed with the subtleties of atimebomb. Overall, thiswas an excellent read
and anyone who disagrees is going in my notebook.

RETAL.
-Q

Note: To read more reviews by Q, go to: http://wieldingpenandsword.blogspot.com/

Kasia says

Ketchum is quite satisfying when | reach for his stories; the horror and gore are based on things that with
some stretch of really bad luck could really happen to someone which he balances on that too closeto
comfort crossing line perfectly. Joyride has afew murderersin it and some you hate and despise and the
others you root for, crazy yes, you do want some of the characters to be okay, the story is twisted and even
though it's a good read it’ s not his most visceral. This goes easy on the usual Ketchum gore and focuses on
speedy shock and athriller to keep the reader alert thought the tale, as usual there is more than one story line
going on and sooner or later they join for an interesting ending. Thiswas originally published under thetitle
of “Road Kill” in the nineteen nineties in the UK and the flavor of the story reflects the place and time of its
publishing, you get the darkness and the battle between good and evil or in this case evil and lesser evil
based on the characters and who's on top versus on who's more of a mad man chopping and killing likein
his previous works, here the mental games take over the pain of the flesh that he can make real very easily.

Howard is a sick young man on the killing spree of hislife, traveling with him is Carol and Lee, you know
why he takes them when you start the story and absorb their sticky and stressful backgrounds. He takes them
on aride but in this case the journey is more important than the destination, it’s either them or random
innocents who will get their share of bad luck for the day, Ketchum makes this an addictive read that’ s hard
to put down and one that stays in the memory for awhile. Y ou pick who you root for, both sides have their
black acts and it doesn’t take too long for some very bad things to start happening to some random good
people and afew damaged soulsin need of anew start. This was afast and easy read, not the most potent



from Ketchum but then again this is the same man who wrote Off Spring which was the most insanely gross
and intense book ever in agood way if you love horror, so perhapsit’s not such a bad thing.
- KasiaS.

Josh says

Definitely shines--since it is a Ketchum book--and contains a great deal of violence that is never cast in a
leering, sexualized or remotely exploitative light. Interesting characters and interesting situations, plus lots of
Ketchum's signature Rising To The Occasion--characters thrust into horrible situations and then attempting,
however they can, to try to hurdle the obstacles set in their path.

However, it's not one of his strongest works. Passages are a bit clunky, lacking the smoothly polished,
sparsely poetic quality of some of his more notable books. While the antagonist is interesting, | found him to
be painted in somewhat broad strokes, especially the parts concerning his relationship with his mother (who
turned out to be a much more intriguing character than Wayne...although she was only in the book for three
or so pages, | wanted to know more about her...)

If you're aJack Ketchum fan, this book isamust. If you'rein for adisturbing, twisty ride, I'd highly
recommend it aswell.

Scott says

This book is abox of psychological hell. Savage brutality, nihilistic sadists, and very potent writing await
you in this one. Jack Ketchum is a sick man, but he's so damned good at it. Y ou arereally thrust deep into
terror with no chance to catch your breath. The prose is so deftly constructed, not one word is wasted. The
book is about a man teeetering on the edge of lunacy that witnesses awife and her lover kill the evil
husband, then decides that it looks like fun. He kidnaps the two for a bloody ride down the Interstate... What
makes this a GOOD novel is that Ketchum gives humanity to all of the characters, including the multitude of
victims. Death is not just dealt out quickly, it all hasafunction. It ain't for everybody, but it's unforgettable.
Oh, the version | read of this hasanovella- "Weed Species." This story is one of the most depraved and
disgusting things I've ever read - and that's saying something, trust me (" American Psycho still holds the
honor for most depraved). It has depth in its main idea, violence begetting violence, but it goes WAY over
theline... It's great, actually, but be STRONGLY warned. Think De Sade.

Joshua Buhs says

After _The Girl Next Door_ | went back to my local used bookstore. This was the only other Ketchum on the
shelf. It was not as good, and substantiated some of the criticismsthat | had of _Girl._ Still, it was good, an

engaging, easy read.

In the afterword, Ketchum says he got the idea for the book from Zola's La Bete Humaine, which includes a
scene in which a man watches two people murder someone and then vows to meet them. | suppose there
could abe alot of Zolain this book--1 haven't read much of him, and certainly not La Bete Humaine. But



what it reminded more of was John D. MacDonald, particularly _The End of the Night_, which issimilarly a
tale about a multi-state killing spree told from varying perspectives.

The whole vibe of the book harkens back to drugstore paperback thrillers, with adsin the back and a
frontispiece that highlights some scene from deep in the book. (But thisis contemporary--the pull out has no
problem reprinting the f-word.)

There are differences, of course, the main one being that the plotting in _Joyride _is much lessintricate. The
points of view are al those of the people directly involved, and seem used so that there are no gapsin the
readers knowledge.

The story itself isfairly straight forward, and its outcome predictable from very early on, although Ketchum
does stop just short of the Hollywood ending the narrative seems to drive toward. The sentences are simple,
again, with alot of fragments, and recursive thoughts that build character without being overwhelming. Asin
_Girl_, Ketchum often eschews commas that would make sentences clearer, and opts for pronouns when it is
not obvious about whom he iswriting. These tics seem deliberate, I'm just not sure to what end.

Thereisalot of violence. Again, he might plead, since the story was also built around real life tales (which,
like _Girl_ he borrowed from _Bloodletters and Badmen_. But that doesn't really explain why he dwells so
much on the violence. In this story, it is not as shocking asin _Girl_, but seems pro forma. There's also,
again, areliance on the Women in Refrigerator trope that makes hisuse of it in _Girl _seem lesslikea
critique of aculture--his use isjust another reflection of the tendency to turn women (and women)
characters, into objects.

Carole (SPOILER) escapes Meg's fate, and even has something approaching a happy ending, or, at least, a
chance to begin anew. But the story is never hers, really. It was aways Lt. Rule's--and so, her pain and
suffering was for his redemption.

Konnie Jones says

Joyride and Weed Species are great together! | already had Joyride, but bought the paperback from Mr.
Ketchum himself! | had to read Weed Species, as| am familiar with the KarlaHomolka case. Thisisavery
short story, but very disturbing. And yes, | loved it!

Sotiris Karagiannis says

That was a Joyride indeed!

?T0C AVO@?PEL KAl aToV ETT?A0Y0, 0 K?toau 2ypa e To Joyride ?XovTac 01O HUOA? TOU TNV apX? TOu
AvBp?rivou Ktvoug touv Eu?A ZoA?. To BIA?0 Eekiv?el pe Tov Lee kal Tnv Carole va doAo@ovoy
Tov Howard oto 8?00¢. O Howard eval o p?nv a?{uyoc tn¢ Carole Tou €€aiT?20¢ TNG OVAU?E KAl
N¢ 870N ¢ TOL, KAT?PEPVE VU EEPNEL OTT? TO VU0 K7€ (pOp? TIOU TNV KAKOTIO?0€. Ol aU?TPNTEG
KaTayyeA?e¢ tn¢ Carole TNV a0TUVOU?A TIP? TA ATEIANTIK? TNAEQWV2UOTA, TOLE BIACUO?C, TIG



MEAQVI?C KA TIG HOXALPL?C OEV APEPOV KAV ATIOTPAECUA, OTI?TE O Lee, 0 EpaaT?¢ TNG KAl TRALC
UTIPAANAOC TOL Howard, TNG TPOTEVEL va ToV SOA0@POV?00UV. ME HEY?AN Glyoupl? a@AoUuV TO Tt 2Ud
Tou Howard 010 8700¢ € T?T010 TP?TO 20TE VO U VETAI WG AT?2XNMA. EVal a?youpol ?2t1 KAveE?G Oev
TOUG T PO KOAOLBO?0E. 2KAVAV UWC A?00¢. KPUUUVOC OTIC QUAAWGL?C , 0 Wayne £20¢ Ta TTVTA.
M?¢ 0 Lee XT?rmog He 10 p?roAo tov Howard Kal 112¢ ) Carole Bpu?TIcE TO KPav?0 Tov. T?te
QTIOQ?010€ 211 2Tav KA1p?2¢ va B?AEl TO 0?2010 TOL O€ Op?0N. ALT?C 2TV APKET? BEIA?C VIO VA
OKOT?0¢€l AAA? T?p0 UTIOPO?0€E VA (NT?0€l Bo?Pela aTr? ALTO?C TOUG 70 YW ?0TOUG. Od ToU
20EIXVOV AUTO? TOV TP?Mo. Kal o1y? aly? n A?0Ta € TA aVT?roiva Ba PElwv?Tav....

Kal K?rwe 210l EEKIVZEl VA @PLKIOOTIK? roadtrip Je TpWTaYwvIoT? Tov Wayne Tiou TIpoaTi6e? va
K?VEL TO "2ApA" TIPOC TO VeIp? Tou. Kal ?tav paba Vel To T17¢, YVETAL AOTAU?TNTOC.

AUT? TIOU KVEL OVaTPIXIOOTIK? TO Joyride dev evai 1 B?0 TIOL EV0I OPKET? TEPIYPAPK?, OAA? O
XOPOKT?pac Tov Wayne. Vo ¢ QaIVOUEVIK? ATA?C VOPWIOG TN JI TAOV ¢ TI?PTAG LE TNV KOTI?AA TOU
KOl TN OOUAEI? TOU, O OTID?0C 2UWEC KP?BEL L70 KATOTIECUVN KOK?O Y10 TOUG Y?pw TOU. AgV apye?
VO EEWTEPIKE?TEL AUT? TOV BUP? KAl TO TTVTA B2PovTal KKKIva. Miog Kal BploK?ua0te otnv
AUEPIK?, TO TTVTA ENVAL €KOAA... T ?MAC €AVAL TIOVTO?.

MG A 7€l KOl AUT?C XOPOKTNPIOTIK?:
It'safree country after all
? ?2mw¢ A?e1 0 Snake oto Escape from LA tou Carpenter: America... Land of the free...

2TO TA& 1 WG, LTT?PXEL KAl To {evy?pl Lee-Carole ?rwg ava@?pnKe Tmo TV wW. € 7AN TN Ol 7pKEL?
TOUL, TO (EYOC 2PXETAL AVTIU?TWIO UE TIC TAPEIC KAL TIC EVOX?C, LTI VOVTAC OTO XOop? "av?roda”
BA?rOVTOC TI?2¢ €Vl TEAIK? va €7001 TO 82U ¢ TIPATNPNT?C. AVCTUX?C 2w yia Tnv Carole, aut?
?2tav 10 82ua AT? TNV 0PX?, OTI?TE TO TaIO?KI B0 TNC OTOIX?0€l TOAA? TEPIOC?TEPA...

To Joyride eval VA KOAOYPO U0 Bp?AEp TIOL KPAT?EL U?XPI TO TPA0C TNV ayuv?d. H ypa@? eval
€BI0TIK? Kl dlaf?letal TOA? yp?yopad. O K?2toau KATAa@?pvel TTVTA VA KOPUEPVEL TN dp?0N Kal va
0€ KVEL VO TNO?C YPAUU?C yid va OEIC TI Ba cLUBE? 0TN CUV?XELD.

Kal €d? &av? 0 K?2toap Tat?el oTa ?p1a TG TOPVOYPA @K 2¢ 200G KAl YVETAL WU?G, 2Te 8a 2TpETE
va YVEL €€7AN0U, IAG KAl OE?XVEL TO TIPOP?A V¢ paviako?. Kal yia Ta fun facts ?rwe pag A7l o
K?toap, o xapakt?pag tov Wayne eval va kp?ua ar? tov Howard Unruh kat tov Thomas Eugene
Braun. O Tp?tog¢ T?peg L?p0¢ LAl ? Ue TOV KOAANT? Tou o€ Va Killing spree 1o 1967 pe Kap?a
OTIOA?TWC TP?PUON KAl 0 OE?TEPOC KPATO?0E U200 A?0TA E PAOUC TOUC YEPTOVEC TIOL 70EAE v
EetotpPel. K?rmola otiyu?, o Howard ?rmobe apk Kol oK 2twoe 13 2topa L?20a o€ 12 AETI?. 21mwg
BA?METE LTT?PXOLV TIOAA?C OUOL 2TNTEC UETAE? TWV TPLA XOPAKT?PLv.

Ta T?00epa a0T?pia TA 2BOAA LE BAPI? KAPAI 2 VAT? eV? XT?LETAI KAA? 0 XOPOKT?pag Tov Wayne
HET? TNV WWPIH?a e Tov Leekal Tnv Carole, dsv LTI?PXEl ALT? N AV2ITLEN TOL Ba 7BeAa va dw yid
TO TPEAB TOL. YTI?pX0UV B?Baid 2-3 TIRAYUATZKIO OAA? OEV 2TAV OPKET? Vid VA UE KAVOUV va

VI200 TNV KPné&n ?mwg 8a 2rpeTe.

?1g K70€ BIBA?0 Tou K?toou Tou 2w dlaf?0€l (eKT?¢ ToU Red TPOC TO THP?V), OEV TIPOTENVETAI OE
7houc. H B?0 eval UmpooTt? oTa J?T10 00U KAl 01 EIKVEC LovTav?¢. EV avi?xete vav
OVEEPAEYKTO VOPWID VA KVEL TA TTAVTO (KAl EVWO? TA TTAVTA EKT?C ATT? KAVIBAAICU? - LTT?PX 0LV
PAAG BIBAZA TOL K?2toau yia aut?av PYAECTE ;) ), DAB?0TE TO OTIOO?TIOTE WG Vo duvaT?
BpIAep?ki. O1 2ANol1 Ba 10 Ppe?te UTEPROAIK? KAl KAK?.



Melissa Helwig says

Jack Ketchum frequently uses true crime stories asinspiration for his novels. Off Season is based on the
legend of the Sawney Bean family, The Girl Next Door tells the horrors that befell Sylvia Likens and this
novel, Joyride, is derived from Howard Unruh's killing spree. In Ketchum's afterward, he reveals that he
found his story (and the story of SylviaLikens) in Bloodletters and Badmen by Jay Robert Nash.

Usually Ketchum's combination of rea-life terror and an interesting "what if" scenario hooks me, but Joyride
never grabbed my interest and is a mediocre effort from a usually amazing writer.

Carole and Lee planned the perfect murder of Carole's abusive hushand. But they didn't count on a man
named Wayne watching them. He doesn't want to turn them in or blackmail the couple. He mistakes them for
being as sadistic and depraved as himself. What Wayne wants is simple: friends who understand his dark
side and can indulge in it together.

The plot is more like that of a crime thriller than ahorror novel. The story istold from Lieutenant Rule's
perspective on the chase of the spree killers, and then Carole, Lee and Wayne's viewpoint in alternating
chapters. And there isn't much gore - at least for a Ketchum novel. It takes several chapters before anything
exciting happens and even then the pace doesn't really pick up. There are afew more dull chapters, one
action-packed chapter, and then back to the same tediousness. This formulais repeated throughout the novel.

The reason for my boredom is probably due to the lack of depth in the characters. Carole and Lee are fairly
bland and hard to emphasize with. While the reasons behind Wayne's madness are never touched upon, heis
merely crazy, end of story. Lieutenant Rule is an interesting and well-drawn character, but isn't featured in
the story as much as Wayne or Carole.

But | didn't hate Joyride, although it may sound like | did. It's still a Ketchum novel, so it's well-written and
the climax is exciting, but it still doesn't make up for the rest of the lackluster novel.

Alex says

I'm a horror fan, which automatically makes me a Jack Ketchum fan. This book has Ketchum's thrilling, fast
pace with short punchy chapters but the story was lacking a bit, even with the brutal scenes. | amost liked
Jack Ketchum's back story on how he created the villain more than how he turned out in the book. Of course,
it was till afun read.




