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From Reader Review Love is Eternal for online ebook

Sally says

I first read this book when I was 17 years old. I was given an old hard copy of it a year or so ago. I just
finished it last week.

This is the love story of Abraham and Mary Todd Lincoln. It is wonderful. I love the history that is blended
into the story. It is historically accurate, as Mr. Stone used old letters and journals to create the dialog.

It is a timeless love story that is especially poignant, becasue we all know how the story ended. I cried as if I
had no idea what was coming.

One of my all time favorites.

Chandra says

I really enjoyed this book. It gave me more insight into the lives of Mary and Abraham Lincoln. I had no
idea how much they endured and went through in their lives. Even though I knew the ending, it was well
enough written to make me emotional about it.

Jessica says

I enjoyed this book! I really liked learning about Mary Todd Lincoln and the personal issues of Abraham as
well. The book also gave great political context to the situations leading up to the civil war as well, and I
found that interesting as I have forgotten a lot of the history. The book really made we want to re-study that
time period more. One thing I really appreciated was the attention to family dynamics; I have heard many
biographers discuss Mary Todd in less than favorable light, while making Abraham out to be saint, and I felt
this story was much more fair. BOTH parties had their own issues, albeit different, that greatly contributed to
the troubles of the other. That being said, I love the title and the overarching theme, Love is Eternal, as it
does sum up their relationship well. The book is long and can get tiresome at times, but I definitely
recommend it to anyone interested in the time period, the life of Abraham Lincoln, or just relationships in
general.

Liberty says

Mary Todd Lincoln always seemed a dour woman in the background from a historical perspective. However,
this book depicts an intelligent woman prevented from achieving her full potential by conventions of the
time period and circumstances. Though Lincoln would not allow her to make use of her political contacts,
she could and did give input on Lincoln's ideas and speeches, in addition to providing a safe haven for him
when he needed it. In spite of suffering from skull fracture as a result of a carriage accident, being tormented



by society as to her status in their marriage, losing a child, and being accused of treason while Lincoln was
president, she remained Lincoln's touchstone to the day he was assassinated. I took my time finishing the
book, though, because I knew how it would end for these two remarkable people.

Laina says

Wow- this one took me a while, didn't it? Nevertheless, I LOVED it! I love the idea of historical fiction, and
this book seemed more history than fiction, which is a good thing in my opinion. However, that made the
story a little less gripping, hence the long reading time.

The picture this book paints of Abraham Lincoln is nothing short of breathtaking. We see his faults, his
virtues, his frustrations, his failures, and his successes. I had never studied more than cold facts about what
Lincoln did, but this book opened my eyes to how truly great of a man he was. Incredible.

I knew absolutely nothing about Mary Todd Lincoln, and this book definitely does her justice. She has
become one of my heroes. I will continue to learn more about both her and Mr. Lincoln.

Do I suggest this novel? You bet! Especially to those supporting "Abraham Lincoln- Vampire Hunter."
Come on! This man doesn't need any more fantasies to build him up as a hero. He was one. I will forever
respect and admire him, and I want everyone to read this book, so they might do the same.

Melissa says

Love is Eternal is historical fiction and tells the story of Abe & Mary Lincoln through Mary's eyes. It tells of
the time from when they met through his assassination. Mary was a complex woman, with a goal of living in
the White House from a very young age. She was at times enchanting, supporting, shrewish and driven.
Abraham Lincoln is always shown as such a big character that Mary is often overshadowed, but she was very
much involved in both his political and personal life.

While I know this book isn't 100% accurate it was interesting to see how there life evolved from when they
met through to the Presidency. They had extreme lows and highs emotionally throughout there lives and I
thought they were portrayed well in the book.

I will admit, I was ready for the book to be over well before it was. There were parts that dragged and it is a
politically based story and politics can become a bit of a dull read.

Overall though I enjoyed the book and the incite into Mary Todd Lincoln. I had hoped to see more of what
became of her after the president died but that would be my only real complaint.

Sherrey says

Irving Stone is quickly becoming a favorite author. Never a great fan of reading history just for the sake of
reading it, Stone brings history to life by using the historical fiction genre and providing interesting dialogue.
I didn't know much about the Lincolns when I started reading this, other than what they teach in school. It



was indeed sad how Abraham Lincoln struggled with melancholy and depression, but I found it amazing
how he recognized it and usually worked himself through it. Despite her somewhat brusque and often
misinterpreted manner, Mary Todd was a huge part of his victories while struggling herself with loss and
tragedy. A remarkable couple living and changing our world during a remarkable time in our history.

Alexandra Medina says

Irving Stone's book called, Love Is Eternal impacted me with its extremely love story. For example, this
story is about a marriage and romance love about Mary Todd and Abraham Lincoln and how Abraham
engraved his name on Mary's soon to be marriage ring. Sometimes people fall in love with the materialistic
side of a guy and not with the real love that, that person has for you. I think that looks, money, or anything
else matters in a guy or a girl I think all that matters is their heart and how they treat you. Some people have
been hurt in the past and that is why people sometimes suffer in a relationship therefore, it is better to not pay
close attention to looks from the outside but who they really are in the inside.

Imagine marrying someone who you see as someone that just interests you because of their outside looks.
This story talks about love, grief, devotion, and misery and it describes a romantic love story between Mary
and Abraham. This book impacts people who really love a person and is there for that person at all times and
it teaches a lesson in life that if you love a person very much you will be capable to do anything for them. It
teaches many people a lesson because sometimes people just like to use other people because of their money
and things that they have. Just imagine someone steeling your identity and finding out that it was your
husband or wife how would you feel if that happened to you? Maybe just think about you being cheated on
by your partner how would that feel? Well in this story Mary and Abraham's relationship and love story is all
about respect between them.

The author's style catches your attention because Irving describes briefly the feelings of both of these
characters and how their love for each other is being expressed between this story. What I like about this
book is that it this story is a love story and because many things like their life really happens in my life as
well. It is not funny or humorous it is actually really serious and with much love affection put into the story it
gives all its energy and sense of love throughout the whole story and throughout the characters. Yes, it gives
me a sense of where this place would take place at for example, just them talking to themselves in a quiet
and peaceful place. Irving's Stone's voice is like a harmony, he talks with such a calm and soft voice that
makes you feel like your taking place in this story. The authors voice is unique because it this is a real love
story and not all love stories make you feel part of it.

Abraham Lincoln is Mary Todd's husband and he is in love with her so much, he is also going to be a
president during the story. Mary Todd is in love with Abraham and is surprised when she finds out that they
are getting married and that Abraham engraved his name on her wedding ring. The writer does make me
believe in them as people because I know that Abraham was one of the United States president and who
wouldn't be amazed and happy with their husbands name engraved on their wedding ring because everyone
deserves their future. I like the characters in this story because they both are so passionate and loving
towards each other and it just amazes me when there is true love like that and where they treat each other
with respect. For example, this was while they first met, "Miss Todd, I want to dance with you the worst
way." That is where they fell in love with each other even if she was 21 and he was 30 years old age for them
didn't matter what matter was their love for each other. Imagine not being able to tell everyone your getting
married or invite anyone to your wedding, well this is what happened with them. Mary and Abraham did not
want to have a big wedding and so they wanted to keep this surprise as quiet and simple as possible.



The setting of this story takes place in Springfield, Illinois during 1839. This compares to the world i know
because people once they fall in love they do everything possible to be with their loved one and they spent
much time together. The author does make me feel part of the setting because this love story is like if it was
happening to me. Yes, if I close my eyes I can picture the story's setting because it seems so calm how it is
just them two in their own little place alone together loving each other throughout the days. Imagine being
with your loved one right at this point or just seeing the feeling of you getting married like wouldn't you feel
like it is only you two in the world, I would feel that way and I wouldn't pay any attention to the out world
and the people. Imagine just being with your loved one and sitting right next to each other on a bench in the
park wouldn't you feel loved?

Mary and Abraham met once Mary moved to Springfield she then met Abraham and they went out on date.
They got engaged but then broke up for sometime but went back together and so Abraham bought her a gold
ring and engraved some words on the ring and some of the words where "Love Is Eternal". None of them
wanted a big wedding so they decided to have a quiet ceremony at the home of Reverend Charles N. Dresser
and the Episcopal minister. Lincoln after the wedding purchased a home which was Reverend's home. About
30 of their relatives did show up to the wedding because of Reverend so it wasn't too quiet at all after all. A
week after the wedding Lincoln wrote a letter to his friend talking about legal matters and how his marrying
was a matter of profound wonder to him.

Like I said before this book has it's own unique type of story and no this cannot be connected with any other
story or book because each story is unique in their own way and this book is based on a real story and that is
what makes it seem unique and realistic. Yes, this book relates to current events or issues because things like
this still happen in real life and there is many people who still act like this with their loved ones. Yes, this
book does relate and connect with me on a personal level because I have been trough something like this
before where I just want to spend time with the person I love and don't want to leave sides with. Just imagine
being with someone that you truly love and you want to be with at all times, or maybe just wanting to be best
friends with them so you can get all the advice in the world that you'll needing.

I recommend this book to those people out there who are in love and who have a soft and caring heart. I
think this book will be great for people who are having difficulties in their love life or in their relationship. I
also recommend this book to anyone in the world who beliefs that true love doesn't exist to them because I
am sure that if you read this book you will fall in love and you will soon realize what love really is and how
it can be find the right way trough someone that you feel is the right one for you. Just imagine being with
someone that you love with all your heart and that you are willing to spend a life time with, just you two...

Cassandra says

Interessante Leben in das so gar nicht luxuriöses Leben von Abraham Lincoln und seiner Frau.

Laura says

I found this book extremely interesting. I didn't know anything at all about Abraham Lincoln's wife or
children. I really enjoyed the book, even though Mary wasn't a character I loved. But it's always interesting
to learn about real people and their struggles. And once you learn more of their personal struggles, you can
understand their actions so much better. For any history lover, this is a must-read.



Janice Robinson says

This was a pretty good book. I was already knowledgeable about Mary Todd Lincoln's life, so there was
nothing new to me and I didn't learn anything, but I didn't expect to. It did a good job of ascribing motivation
to that behavior of Mary's that seems extreme and unflattering to her, although of course her motivations in
this novel are speculations and not historical fact. Speculations in an historical novel are perfectly fine. My
one big problem with this book: Throughout, Lincoln is referred to as "Abraham" and Mary calls him
"Abraham". Other people in the book also call him "Abraham". In reality, once he reached adulthood,
nobody called Abraham Lincoln either Abraham or Abe. Men always called him "Lincoln", women called
him "Mr. Lincoln" and Mary called him either "Mr. Lincoln" or "Father". She never ever called him
"Abraham". I know it seems weird to us now that a woman would call her husband "Mr." followed by his
last name, but it was common in Victorian times. This was a well-researched book, and research would have
apprised the author of this, so I don't understand why the author didn't discover this and write the book
accordingly It was jarring to me. Otherwise, a good book.

Molly Jae says

For some reason this was a very slow book for me to read. I get frustrated with historical fiction sometimes
because I like to have the historical parts separated from the authors ideas of what may have taken place or
what may have been said. I think that I prefer David McCullogh when reading history. That said, however, I
did make it through the book, and felt such sorrow for the Lincoln's through all of their lives and for the
nation during the Civil War years. It is interesting to review all the hatred that was exhibited towards them
and compare it to how Abraham is now regarded so highly by Americans. I think it's tough to not be
popular.....don't we all want to be liked by others? It seems that it was very tough on Mary. I didn't realize
that her life would continue to be so hard even after his assasination. It wasn't in the book but I was curious
and so continued to find out what happened to her and their children. A very sad life. Finally, I was surprised
at how emotional I became when discussing this book, the Civil War and the Book of Mormon with Scott.
To realize that Abraham was where he needed to be at that time and even with all his shortcomings and
"hypo's", played a crucial role in our nation, is a testimony to me that we all have a role to play and that God
is watching over us.

Jessika says

Well, it took me forever to get through, but overall, I'd say this one was a 3.5 star read.

For fans of Abraham or Mary Todd Lincoln, or for fans of Civil War period history, this is a great read.
Mary Todd is a woman who has always been of interest to me, and being that this book is told from her
perspective, it really offered insight into this woman who sadly became one of the history books' pariahs. I
can't speak for everything in this book, but from what I know of some of the history, Irving Stone writes a
historically accurate, yet entertaining, account of the Lincolns. I will admit, some parts of it were very dry
for me, which is probably why this took me so long to read. I'm not into the politics so much, and reading
about the years preceding the White House for the Lincolns was a little hard to get through. However, I very
much enjoyed the beginning (which detailed the beginning of their relationship/marriage) and the end (which



detailed their time in the White House). It's not a light read, but I still very much enjoyed it. I learned A
LOT, and I have walked away from this book with a new perspective on the Lincolns. They really came to
life in Stone's book, and I feel as if I "know" them much more than I have before from any history book
account. And I have to say, even though I knew how the story ended, I definitely found myself tearing up--
what an emotional read!

A definite classic in the historical fiction world, this is a must-read for those interested in the Lincolns or in
this era of history.

LemonLinda says

This is a very readable novel detailing the lives of Mr. and Mrs. “President” Lincoln told from the
perspective of Mary Todd Lincoln. It begins with her as a eligible young lady pursued by many in her
hometown in Kentucky and continues as she travels to Springfield , Illinois where she stays with her married
sister and family and where she meets Abraham. It continues with the years of their many political failures
and their few successes during which she always encouraged his continuing the quest as she seemed to see
his potential for leadership, in essence his destiny. And it goes into their years in the White House ending
after his assassination. It also details all of the family tragedy and the national crisis years during the Civil
War.

It is well done and very well researched for authenticity; however, it was published first in 1954 and does at
times feel a bit dated.

Owilcox says

This story showed a whole new side of Abraham Lincoln! He is way different in the book then I thought he
would be. It was a story that showed how hard he tried to do the best he could. It was a more challenging
read, but I would read it again.


