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From Reader Review Maverick for online ebook

Denise H. says

***** Some of the other reviews seem like they didn't read the book! ***** Orion never raped anyone, the
"soft handed" doctor giving her the injections did. So, I find it odd to hate a book, when they recap it so
wrongly stated. ( just my humble opinion)

I love the ELITE OPS book series by Lora Leigh!!! She is an awesome writer. I loved Wild Card, Heat
Seeker, Renegade, Black Jack, etc. MAVERICK is one of my favorites.

Micah has watched Risa from afar for awhile and knows his attraction for her already. He's magnificent in
his strength and commitment. This author scorches her pages with the erotic sex scenes. Wow! The stories
are well written, have great characters and steamy sex. Micah and Risa, aaahhhhh!

He is great FOR her, TO her, and WITH her.
I've read this book twice now, and it engages me still. Can't get enough of Lora's stories. I like to meet up
with old characters from other books, reunite and see how they are doing. We already know them and are
confident they will be helpful to the new people. I also loved that the ending, (view spoiler)
Enjoy the book.
===================

Shawna says

5 stars - Romantic Suspense

WOW! After what seemed like a long wait for the second book in Leigh’s Elite Ops and the bar set high with
Wild Card, Maverick did not disappoint and in fact to me is one of the best in the entire SEALs/Ops series so
far. I recommend reading the previous Tempting SEALs and Elite Ops books (in order) before reading
Maverick because there is an ongoing story arc and all the main characters carry over. The Elite Ops is a unit
of deep undercover untouchable operatives/agents (think uber black ops) who have signed their previous
lives away and taken new identities for secret missions and/or personal vengeance. Micah, code name
Maverick, is a former Mossad agent assigned to protect Risa from a notorious assassin while using her to
uncover the identities of the assassin and his employer. Risa is about as tragic a heroine as you can get. Her
own father orchestrated her kidnapping and rape and kept her institutionalized for two years to use her as a
guinea pig for a hardcore rape drug; and as if that wasn’t enough (cue the violins), she also suffered years of
brutal verbal abuse. Micah is a hard, stoic, sexy alpha, but he’s also sweet, giving, tender, and patient. He
sees Risa as a survivor with astounding courage, deep strength, inner and outer beauty, and passion that
draws him to her and melts his cold facade. Risa has spent eight years trying to recover from her traumatic
past, and in helping to heal her and awaken her sexuality, Micah is also healed. Micah is definitely my
favorite hero of the series so far. He’s so tough, yet tender, and when he says Hebrew phrases in
bed…yowza! The plot is intriguing, the action is fast paced, and the relationship between Micah and Risa is
beautiful, passionate, sweet, and erotic. Maverick is an emotional, gut-wrenching, heartbreaking, and
touching story that had me in tears several times. It definitely deserves a 5 star rating. Leigh’s Tempting
SEALs/Elite Ops series, with its hunky alpha males, is the best in military romantic suspense, and I can’t
wait for Heat Seeker to come out in September!



Wendy says

I'm loving these books, they are crack for my soul. I just can't seem to stop reading them. This one was a bit
more emotional than the previous one though...It even managed to make me cry.

Loved Micah...I figured he would be a cold bastard, and he ended up being the complete opposite. What an
awesome man !! Risa was a sweet and strong heroine, my heart broke for her, but she had so much
strenght...I was in awwww. I'm not gonna do a long review about the book, because there are plenty of those
already, just stating my personal opinion. For those who want to read it, beware that there is a rape scene in
this book as well as mental abuse.

4,5 stars from me, since it was just what I needed ;)

jenjn79 says

I enjoyed this book a lot, but it didn't quite make it into the "loved it" zone for me. There was just something
about it that didn't entirely capture me. Which doesn't make it a bad book...it was quite good...but it just
didn't make it to that next level.

In my opinion, this book should NOT be read as a stand-alone. There's just too much connected to past
events. You might be able to read it and have it make enough sense, but to really get the full story, you
should read the entire series in order (both series, actually).

Maverick is the third book in Lora Leigh's Elite Ops series (which is connected to the Tempting SEALs
series). In past books Leigh introduced Risa Clay, the daughter of a politician who was kidnapped, drugged,
and raped at her father's authority. Then she was locked away in an asylum and sedated. It wasn't until her
father's dastardly deeds were revealed that she was rescued. Now she has spent the past six years trying to
pull her life back together, to get past the nightmares and fears that still haunt her.

Unfortunately, some memories of her kidnapping and rape have been slowly coming to her, and the man who
helped her father will do anything to keep his identity secret. He hires the ruthless hitman Orion to take Risa
out. The Elite Ops group learns of his plan and sends the team to guard Risa. Part of the plan is for Micah
Sloane, once a Mossad agent, to act as Risa's live-in lover. The "acting" part doesn't last long. And soon
Micah must face the life he's committed himself to, the revenge he seeks against Orion, and his surprising
love for Risa.

The beginning of this book really yanks at you emotionally. Risa is the poster woman for Tragic Heroines.
With all she's been through, it's amazing that she can function at all. She was kidnapped, raped, drugged with
Whore's Dust, betrayed by her father, verbally/emotionally abused, locked in an asylum, had drugs tested on
her for over a year, and now she has a hitman after her. Talk about tragic! That's putting it mildly.

All that, combined with the effects of the Whore's Dust still in her system, has twisted her sexual
desires...made them stronger, and something that scared her. There were some scenes with her, as she tried to



deal with everything, that almost had me in tears. You just can't help but feel for her. The romance that
develops between her and Micah is great. While he's definitely and alpha and rather commanding, he's very
sweet to her at times.

So yeah, the first part of the book really worked for me. But somewhere along the line, I got kinda
disconnected from the story. It's hard to explain. The more I read, the more my interest waned...never to the
point that I was bored or not wanting to finish. Just that I didn't have that drive to keep reading to see what
happened.

I think part of that is because like 90% of this book takes place in Risa's apartment. And after a while, I just
kept wishing that SOMETHING would happen to break things up. There were a few events, but by and
large, there wasn't much action or suspense to this one. A lot of the story was based on the emotional drama
and the sex. Which for me, got a little old about half-way through. I just thought there could have been a
little more variety to the story to keep things fresh.

And for a romantic suspense, the ending was a bit bland. I was waiting for, expecting, a big finale...and for
me, it just fell flat. I thought there could have been more punch, more excitement.

My other big complaint was that the book could have used a more thorough editing. I didn't notice it as much
during the 2nd half of the book, but the first half...there were wrong character names used a couple times,
some facts that didn't line up, and a couple sentences that seemed incomplete. It's one thing to come across a
typo, but when you read a scene that says "Morganna said" and you have to stop and think, 'hey, wait!
Morganna? I thought she was in the other apartment?', it's very distracting and annoying. Because then you
have to go reread the page before to figure out what the heck is going on only to realize it's a mistake. So a
little more editing, at least on the first half of the book, would have helped.

But anyway, pretty good book that didn't quite make it to great for me. There's some super hot sex, some
great characters, and a pretty good storyline. Tweak a few things and it might have been great. I did enjoy the
fact that lots of past characters from the series were in this one, and there's some nice set-up for future books.
So for those of you who enjoy Leigh and this series, I think you'll like this one, maybe love it. For me, it
didn't quite there to the love part, but that's okay. You can't love every book and this one was still good.

WARNING, this book contains: explicit sex, explicit language, references to rape

Amanda says

Maverick by Lora Leigh can best be summed up as a really dark and sexy NCIS episode. This premise may
be worth reading and could have been really interesting. Sadly, this was just not the book for me. I had a lot
of problems with everything involving this book: the dialogue, the characters, the story, the writing style –
you name it and I probably had an issue with it. I’ll explain…

Let’s start off with the dialogue because I probably had the most issues with that. I couldn’t find any real
personality in anything anyone said. Everything was just so matter of fact and dull that I was dying to get
some inflections or something to differentiate one character from another. Besides the lack of variety, the
dialogue itself was positively bizarre. I have never heard anyone speak like the characters do in Maverick. It
almost felt like the dialogue was perhaps written for a historical romance and then was just cut and pasted
into a contemporary romantic suspense story. The result of this just kind of grossed me out to be honest.



Here are two examples of what I’m talking about:

“Come to me; feel your lover’s touch.”

“You’ll have to forgive me. I’m still immersed in my lover’s pleasure.”

It felt like I was reading a feature length version of that SNL skit with Will Farrell and Rachel Dratch when
they’re in a hot tub and calling each other “lover” constantly. You know… this one:

So basically picture those two as the leads in a dark and sexy NCIS episode and there you have the
basic gist of Maverick.

Moving on, let’s talk about the characters. This goes along with the dialogue being so bland but the
characters were equally as bland. Right now, I can’t really distinguish any of the men or women from each
other. No one really had a personality that was distinctly them. It was just a sea of carbon copy characters.
For example, I can’t think of literally any interests our heroine, Risa, had. Seriously, I can’t come up with
anything she likes (besides our male lead, Micah) because her interests were never delved into. I know that
her character is reserved and stays at home by herself a lot but what does she even do with her time? Am I to
believe that she just sits in her apartment and stares at the wall all day?  She has desires and dreams
about the future but that doesn’t mean she has a personality in the present.

As for Micah, he was so grating on the nerves that it ruined any attraction I may have been able to build for
him. I don’t like this macho “alpha” male hero as much anymore. I read it now and I’m just appalled at his
behavior. Being protective is great. However, not respecting her wishes when she directly expresses them
bullshit. Example: She says that she doesn’t want him sleeping in the bed with her. He proceeds to sleep in
the bed with her anyway, naked and holding onto her hips. Like dude… take a fucking hint already. He goes
on to reason with her that it was what she really wanted anyway. THAT’S THE SAME RATIONALE
THAT DATE RAPISTS USE! FOR PETE’S SAKE!  Even though it’s happened to be true in these
instances it’s not his right to take such liberties. I think he should have respected her  NO.  If he would have
attempted to be a gentleman just once, I may have found a redeeming quality to him but no such luck. This is
kind of the same with all of the rest of the SEALS. I was astounded at how incredibly insensitive they could
be to Risa’s feelings. It can’t even be written off as accidental insensitivity, these guys were just a pack of
assholes.

So ya… to say I had some issues with Maverick is putting it mildly. The only thing saving this from a
“FUCK this book” status is that there was one scene involving Risa that was actually quite compelling to
read and I truly felt for her and ended up shedding some tears right along with her. Also the villain, Orion,
was pretty decent. He was a creep and a half and believable as an actual threat. For those two small things
Maverick is getting 2 stars. It showed that Lora Leigh could actually write something compelling if she
wanted to. I just don’t know how she could have failed on everything else. Maybe it’s just this book or this
series that’s a pile of shit? Maybe I’ll try something else from her and see if this is a fluke.



Jessica's Totally Over The Top Book Obsession says

 4.5 Emotionally gutted Stars

*Spoilers*

“There’s no shame between us, baby. Only pleasure. Only the pleasure you want.”

“Let’s hope he tries to kill me soon then,” she said in irritation. “Or I might kill you while we are
waiting.”

Holy Crap!!! My emotions are all over the place with this book. whew *Deep Breath* Maverick is the
Second book in the Elite Ops Series. In this book we have Micah Sloane , he is after the assassin Orion , who
killed his mother and father. Orion is after Risa Clay one of the women saved in the last book by Nathan
Malone. Micah is going to pose as her lover and get him when he tries to make the hit on Risa. The problem
with that is Risa has been trying to put her life together and heal after being raped, drugged up on Whores
dust, and then held for 2 years in a psychiatric ward and drugged some more. All of this because of her
father, a evil bastard who was not only behind his daughters rape, he held her down while she was raped!
Using her as bait not only feels wrong to Micah, but he feels a strong pull to her . Now he is trying to catch a
killer, keep Risa alive , and not hurt her anymore emotionally, all while he is falling in love with her. He
knows he will have to walk away dead men don't have dreams, family, or lovers!

“You’re not weak, Risa. And I have never pitied you. Not even once. I have always been in awe of your
courage and your tenacity to survive.”

Micah Sloane:

Micah was hot as hell!! He was so sweet , protective, and very playful , but also cocky, and arrogant. The
way he talked was OMG Sexy! I couldn't help but fall in love with him. I loved that he was so
understanding, but not treating her like a baby. He was strong for her and helped her grow and heal. And
Sexy did I mention sexy ...... Totally sexy! Damn he was hott! When he would tell her he loved her in
hebrew omg melted!

“I’m very tired,” he informed her. “A little minx kept me up well past my bedtime last night, then
skipped out on me and forced me to follow after her. I stared into her window like a lovesick Romeo
pining for her attention.”



“I want to push you against that wall behind you and pound into you while you’re screaming my
name. I want to feel your tight pussy convulsing around my cock and hear you screaming my name.
And when we’re done there, I’ll slide you to the floor and take you again. You’re within minutes of
being fucked, baby. I’d move if I were you.”

“Ani ohev otach.” I love you. “Me’achshav ve’ad hanetzach.” From now to eternity

Risa Clay:

God did Risa live through hell........ I loved Risa thought she was perfect. She was so strong for someone that
was tortured the way she was. She was brave and fought to heal and live even while fear consumed her. She
struggles with trying to feel like a woman and her feelings for Micah all while a killer is after her and having
to face the demons from her past. Risa was very real to me I connected with her and my heart bled for her.

“When I saw you, Micah, I knew I had to. I didn’t want to change my mind. I didn’t want to run from
you. I just wanted you.”

“Leave me my pride, Micah. Get the hell out of my life now if you’re going to go. Don’t sit here and
make me beg you to stay.”

“Please, Micah. If you’re leaving me in the morning, then leave now. Don’t wait until I’m asleep in
your arms, or feeling the hope that you’ll stay. I couldn’t handle it.”

“I could stay here, covering you like a blanket meant to protect, forever,” he whispered at her ear.
“You are a light that will always guide me, a whisper I’ll always strain to hear.”

Hawt Dayum the chemistry between these two was smoken hott!!!! They are one of those couples that just
draws you in and you connect to them like they are real! Such Intense passion. I loved them, I hurt for them,
and cheered for them when they got their HEA!!! I thought Jordan was kinda a dick in this book. This story
line was very emotional. It made me want to cry, smile, laugh, yell and hit something all in the span of a few
pages, but damn it was a great book. I am on to the next book. Below I leave my favorite moment for the
book:

“Why are you in jeans?” she asked breathlessly. “You were naked when you got in the bed.” A smile
tugged at his lips. “I pulled them on when I heard Jordan and Tehya enter the apartment. Couldn’t let
them see my bare ass, darling. Tehya’s frisky. She would have patted it.” Risa wanted to smile at his
teasing. “I’d break her hand,” she promised. “I knew I could trust you to help me hold on to my
dignity.”



http://jessicasoverthetopbookobsessio...

Julie (jjmachshev) says

Ok yes...I'm a sucker for Lora Leigh's Alpha males and I also have a weakness for foreign Alphas so her
latest, "Maverick" was like a double-dipped ice cream cone for me. "Maverick" continues her seriously sexy
SEAL/Elite Ops series with the story of Micah, code-name...uh, hello? Have you not been paying attention?
Maverick.

Micah doesn't really exist. That's just the name he took after his supposed death while trying to capture the
man who killed his mother and (in his opinion) caused the death of his father. Since that day, he's lived and
breathed for revenge against the killer and this is the closest he's gotten. That's good. The bad is...the killer's
target this time is a woman Micah has been secretly admiring for several years. She's a survivor of the worst
kind of betrayal and torture. Now, Micah's mission is to pose as her lover while protecting her and catching
the killer when he tries to strike. Why is this bad? Well, Micah knows he won't be able to keep his hands off
her, and pretty soon he's losing his heart to boot. But dead men don't have a future.

It's taken Risa eight long years to recover from the horrible trauma of being raped and then used as a drug
guinea pig. She's finally psyched herself up to try having sex with a man and her friends have a perfect
candidate. As soon as she sets eyes on Micah, she's caught...and a little frightened of the level of passion he
arouses in her. But when she learns the whole 'date' is a set-up and a killer is after her, she feels betrayed and
afraid once more. Yet somehow Micah makes her feel safe and wanted...at least until this Op is over and then
he'll leave...taking her heart with him.

Micah is quite the scorcher. I'd sure as heck do him! His 'issues' were ones I could 'see' someone like him
having and they were at least reasonable for this story. His devotion to duty and ability to see beyond the
surface just added to his sexiness for me. Risa was a bit more complex and harder for me to understand. Her
fractured psyche really was what one would expect from someone who had undergone the experiences she
had. But her back and forth sometimes irked me...not bad enough to make me dislike her, but enough to
make me want to give her a good talking to!

The setting was spot on, the action kept the plot moving, and I admit the foreign love words (with
translations) were pretty hot too. I enjoyed the growing closeness and connection between the hero and
heroine and the quick pace of the relationship was believable by virtue of the close quarters and heightened
tensions of the situation. "Maverick" is another winner for me and I'll be pining for Lora Leigh's next book in
this series until September 2009 when "Heat Seeker" is scheduled to release. Of course, I'll also buy "Real
Men Last All Night" in June 2009 which has a short story related to this series to tide me over.

Pamela(AllHoney) says

The second book in the Elite Ops series by Lora Leigh. I did enjoy this and would have given it a 5 but I
wasn't that fond of Risa for some reason. I know she went through some horrific stuff but something just
didn't click about her to me.



Kathrynn says

Micah! What a wonderful character...How bout that sexy bookcover! This is a continuation in the Elite Ops
saga; however, the series actually begins with the first Tempting SEALs book. Characters and backstories
from the latter carry over into the Elite Ops. For instance, Risa's backstory is somewhere in the Tempting
SEALs series.... I feel, to get the most from this series, a person should start with the Tempting SEALs
books.

Maverick had two wonderful characters, Micah and Risa, a gripping storyline, wonderful character
development and excellent romance--very hot. Many characters from both series are in this one and "we"
meet several new characters, too. Some future storylines were set up here, as well.

I think Micah is my favorite hero from both series...so far. He has a tragic story. But Risa's story had me tied
up in knots: heartbreaking abuse--both mentally and physically and extremely low self-esteem. Micah was
able to give her back a little of herself. She grew and fought her fears while Micah was ever patient. He
loved her so much.

This Reader is looking forward to Jordan's story!

Alex is The Romance Fox says

BOOK DESCRIPTION: Micah Sloane knows almost everything there is to know about Risa Clay, including
the vicious betrayal she endured years ago and the distrust she’s harbored ever since. The only way for the
Elite Ops agent to uncover an assassin—and banish the ghosts of his own dark past—is to use Risa as bait.
But nothing has prepared him for her disarming blend of innocence and sensuality, or for his overwhelming
need to protect her…
Risa has spent six years rebuilding her life. And now, to save it, she must pose as Micah’s lover and draw a
killer into the open. It’s a risky plan—especially with a man as powerfully seductive as Micah. But, as their
charade becomes reality, Risa realizes the greatest danger may lie in losing her heart forever…

MY THOUGHTS

Allright….i am now totally into this series, after being, in the beginning, somewhat uncertain if I would
enjoy this sub-genre…OTT domineering alpha males that just want the women they love to give in to all
their demands – but I guess I must like it…because right now I have just finished an enjoyable read of Lora
Leigh’s 2nd book in her Elite Ops Series.

Micah Sloane, known as Maverick is the kind of hero that grabs you from the first moment and you are
unable to stop yourself from caring about him. A former Israeli Mossad agent, he’s passionate about his
heritage – giving the reader a brief look into the culture of Israel that is part of what happened to his mother,
he’s loyal and totally focused and dedicated to his job and mission and of course he’s so totally sexy and
gorgeous.

Risa Clay has seen more violence and betrayal than most people have faced. She’s been tortured, used as an



experiment by her father and still she has the strength to fight back. The horror of what was done to her such
as the rape part….i thought it a bit harsh and cold when a tape of her being raped was shown to her as a
means for her to agree to Micah’s plan. How anyone can ever overcome that is unimaginable!!

Both Micah & Risa are so emotionally broken, so damaged that in the beginning I was unsure if they could
ever be together and if the love for each other would be enough to find true happiness together – Talk about
mutual distrust when they first meet!!! - Micah asks Risa to pose as his lover, after discovering that the
assassin, who killed his mother, is targeting Risa now and hopefully their “union” will draw the killer into
the open.

The tension and chemistry between the two is undeniable and even though Micah tries to fight his attraction
for her and Risa struggles with the feelings she has for him and afraid that he will not stay when they have
completed the mission.

A thrilling, intriguing and suspense filled ride with some…okay a lot…but this is what one expects from this
author…….steamy and sizzling, intense and so very hot sex between the two.

I am really getting quite attached to these characters and am off to look for the next book…………

Alex ? Deranged KittyCat ? says

Well, that was that!

If you have read Wild Card, there's no need to read Maverick. You can change Noah's name for Micah's
and Bella's for Risa's.

Similarities between the two books:

1. Man in love/attracted to woman before op
Bella was Noah's wife, while Micah had been attracted to Risa long before he had been introduced to her.

2. Woman is targeted
Both Bella and Risa were targets because of deranged people close to them.

3. Man wants to be key agent
Both Noah and Micah didn't allow any other agent around their love interests.

4. Damsel in distress
Both women get kidnapped and have to be saved by their macho men.

5. 'I have to leave her I won't leave her
Both men intend to leave the women as soon as the operation is finished, but they both end up staying
anyway (too much lust love to walk away from).



6. Bad birth-control method
Yes, both women get knocked up by the end of the book.

And I think there are even more similarities if I think harder. *sigh*

Georgina says

I couldn't even finish it.

A huge turn-around from my 4 star rating of Lora Leigh's first book of the series. (I purchased them both at
the same time, based on the unbelievably high rating they've gotten at here at Goodreads - I guess I'm just in
the minority).

I was really intrigued by the story in the first book, Wildcard but (as I mentioned in my review) had to skip a
whole lot of gratuitous "lovin'" to get through it.

Maverick, however, just didn't even hold my interest plot-wise, and I didn't have the care factor to try and
wade through the extremely explicit and frequent sex scenes to try and get through it.

I am all for great romance, love scenes and doing the deed, and I can even put up with authors breaking it
down for us (ie insert A into B) but Leigh's scenes are just too much for me. I like a little mystery and a lot
more sexual tension (which isn't really happening when they're doing it all the time). I much prefer how
Cindy Gerard writes her love scenes, and in the sexual tension Nora Roberts creates in her books.

I was also disappointed at the continuation of the "Whore's Dust" element (a date rape drug). I just think it's
crass.

I found the leading man, Michah to be arrogant beyond belief, and his treatment of Risa (sexually), who's
trying to recover from a horrific past (she was raped repeatedly with her father watching on), just terrible - I
was completely turned off by this.

I can't really comment further because, as I mentioned, I didn't finish it but thought I'd put the reasons why,
out there.

TF says

3.75 Stars :-)

Buggy says

Book #2 in the elite-ops series is all about Micah Sloane AKA `Maverick' and he is awesome! Sexy, exotic,
lethal and loving. Just the type of man we all dream about, what a welcome addition to this saga. Lora Leigh
weaves yet another great tale of testosterone and steamy love here. Although on the darker side MAVERICK
is still a beautiful love story about the strength to carry on in the face of adversity and the ability to heal with



the right person.

Risa Clay has spent years trying to rebuild her life. Trying to get over not only the betrayal by her father but
a brutal rape and her subsequent time spent in a psychiatric hospital where the very man that raped her
pumped her full of experimental drugs to keep her quiet. After being rescued by the elite-ops Risa became a
virtual recluse. Shy, scared and with little self confidence remaining she is however determined to move
forward. To help herself come to terms with her past Risa decides to take a lover. Enter Micah Sloane.

Micah, a former Moussad agent known as David Abijah signed his life away to join the elite-ops and for all
intensive purposes is now a dead man. He played a role in Risa's rescue years before and has never forgotten
her, always admiring her strength and courage to carry on. When he learned of the covert assignment
involving Risa he volunteered to be her lover.

Risa initially has no idea that her friends have set her up with an agent or that she is in fact the next intended
victim of the legendary assassin known as Orion. Now in order to save her life she'll have to cooperate with
the elite-ops and allow Micah to pose as her live in lover (what a bummer) to draw out the killer. What the
rest of the team doesn't realize is that Micah has reasons of his own for wanting Orion dead and that he will
stop at nothing to kill the man responsible for his parents murders even if it means using Risa as the bait in
this dangerous game.

This is a great story with loads of suspense and of course the smoking hot love scenes we've all come to
expect from Lora Leigh. Although perhaps slightly toned down and with more tenderness then other books
as Micah attempts to heal the fragile, broken Risa. Their love progresses beautifully as the story unfolds and
eventually both must fight their growing affection knowing that once the mission is completed Micah must
leave.

There's also a huge cast of secondary characters who have been interwoven nicely into this exciting story
many of whom you will recognize from Wild Card or the TEMPTING SEALS series. (It's nice to hear about
what they're been up to.) Micah ultimately brings Risa back to life, teaching her to love and even laugh again
but he didn't plan on loosing his heart in the process. Will he be able to sacrifice her as the bait to the killer?
And will either of them be able to let go once this assignment is over?

I can highly recommend MAVERICK but to get the full effect and back story of these fascinating men I
would suggest reading WILDCARD or any of the TEMPTING SEALS series first.

Auntee says

Whew! This was a very enjoyable, hot, easy to understand, passionate second installment of Lora Leigh's
'Elite Ops' series (which is really a continuation of her 'Tempting SEALs' series). I mention the 'Tempting
SEALs' series because in order to enjoy this book fully, you MUST read that series first, or you will be
hopelessly lost with all the characters and what happened in the past. The heroine in this book, Risa Clay,
was first mentioned way back in the beginning of the 'Tempting SEALs' series (not sure which book,
possibly "Dangerous Games"),(view spoiler) Now six years have passed, and brave Risa's ready to take
control of her life again and stop hiding (although who could blame her). She decides it's time to start living
again, come out behind her baggy clothes and mousy appearance, and in order to overcome (view spoiler)
her sexual fears, she wants to take the bold step and be intimate with a man. Her friends want to introduce
her to a guy they know and like, and Risa's decided that he will be the one. But Risa's unaware that this man



has his own agenda for wanting to meet her.

Micah Sloane is a member of the Elite Ops, a black ops group so secret they're practically off the map. A
former Israeli Mossad agent with his own haunted past, Micah is introduced to Risa by his SEAL friends and
their wives with the intention of him becoming her bodyguard. It seems that the man who(view spoiler) is
concerned that her memories of that time are returning, and that she may be able to identify him and bring
him down. So he hires the known and feared assassin named 'Orion' to bring her down. Word gets out that
Orion has been hired to take out Risa, and that's when the Elite Ops team steps in. Micah has his own past
with the assassin named Orion, and he's out for revenge. But before he can take Orion out, he has to find out
who hired him to kill Risa, or she may never be safe again.

Well, Risa and Micah are attracted to each other, Micah brings her to his hotel and makes his move, but all
doesn't go as planned. Not being experienced and suffering from extreme low self-esteem, Risa
misunderstands, and leaves humiliated and ashamed. But Micah doesn't give up easily, and after Risa learns
that her life is in danger, she agrees to let Micah protect her until the team can flush out the assassin. Over
the course of days (or weeks?) Risa and Micah get to know each other a little better, Micah's able to woo and
seduce Risa, and they find a passion that neither expected or believed was possible. But Micah's life is not
his own--he's basically a dead man walking, reborn as a member of the Elite Ops, and is allowed no
weaknesses or romantic entanglements. When Orion is captured and his employer is identified, the mission
will be over and Micah will have to leave. But will he be able to leave when his heart and soul belong to
Risa?

This was one hot, straight-forward, easy to read book, with a pretty simple plot to follow. There wasn't a
whole lot of characters to keep straight (besides the members of Micah's team and all their nicknames--"Heat
Seeker", "Black Jack", "Live Wire", "Hell Raiser"--all future books, I imagine). Risa and Micah were
characters you could like and admire, although I was getting tired of Risa's constant put-downs about her
own appearance. So she wasn't a raving beauty--so what? But from the way she thought of herself, I was
expecting a circus side-show performer. The way the author described her made her sound pretty attractive to
me, and Micah certainly seemed to find her beautiful, so I didn't know why she had such a hang-up about her
looks. I realize that her crazy father and his equally crazy associates did a number on her self esteem, but she
really needed to get over it and trust her mirror. So that bugged me a little. And other than some typos and
mistakes in editing (which is happening a lot in books these days), and by the way, Israel is next to the
Mediterranean Sea, not the ocean, I really had no complaints with the book. The pace was pretty fast (not a
whole lot of slow spots), I loved the H/H, there was lots of sexual tension leading up to the 'big moment', and
the ensuing love scenes were pretty smokin' hot and romantic. I especially loved the whispered endearments
in Hebrew from Micah to Risa. (Something about love words in another language always gets to me... "Ani
ohev otach" *sigh*). Toss in a little suspense when the bad guys get theirs, and a big romantic reunion at the
end (which had me tearing up a bit), and you have a very fine edition to the 'Elite Ops' series. Not quite as
good as the previous book,
Wild Card, but darn close. 4 1/2 stars.


