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Dear Reader,

Y ou have undoubtedly picked up this book by mistake, so please put it down. Nobody in their right mind
would read this particular book about the lives of Violet, Klaus, and Sunny Baudelaire on purpose, because
each dismal moment of their stay in the village of V.F.D. has been faithfully and dreadfully recorded in these
pages.| can think of no single reason why anyone would want to open a book containing such unpleasant
matters as migrating crows, an angry maob, a newspaper headline, the arrest of innocent people, the Deluxe
Cell, and some very strange hats.It is my solemn and sacred occupation to research each detail of the
Baudelaire children's lives and write them all down, but you may prefer to do some other solemn and sacred
thing, such as reading another book instead.

With al due respect,
Lemony Snicket
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Mark Lawrence says

The Vile Village is where the whole VFD thing really starts to take off and the original formula of a new
guardian followed by Olaaf turning up in a new disguise starts fraying.

The village is quite fun, replete with dozens of vile villagers, hundreds of ridiculous rules, and thousands
upon thousands of crows.

The off-beat humour continues with Sunny's one worders and their elaborate translation, and the extreme
stupidity of everyone who isn't aBaudelaire.

The penalty for breaking almost any village law isto be burned at the stake - which seems pretty gruesome
in a children's story. And we come pretty closeto seeing it carried out.

Perhaps though this story is most memorable for the WORST INVENTION EVER. Violet's inventing skills
are put to the test when the children need to break out of ajail cell. The solution isto pour water from ajug
... dlong abench ... and onto the wall where it ... weakens the mortar between the bricks. The water is then
mopped up with bread, the bread is squeezed over the jug, the processis repeated. ... and it works.

The Quagmires are back again. The Baudelaires hunt for them in a book-spanning plot that makes no sense
at all, involving clues sent by the Quagmires. And they're eventually found in alocation ... that, at the risk of
repeating myself, MAKES NO SENSE AT ALL.

Infact, very little of this book makes any sense. But, Celyn enjoyed me reading it to her, and it'san OK

book, little better or worse than its mid-series predecessors.

Join my 3-emails-a-year newsl etter #prizes

emma says

was this book slightly worse than the two books before it in this series, or am i just in the reading Slump to
end all reading Slumps????

why not bath.

review to come (wheni'm not in areviewing ssump hahaha. ha. ha.)



Nicholas Karpuk says

If I had to draw aline in the sand with the Snicket books between overly formulaic but funny, and genuinely
well put together, 1'd put it within the first few chapters of The Vile Village.

There's afew things absent from this read through, most of them positive. Heisn't constantly reiterating the
three children's skillsin a"thisisfor Violet, thisisfor Klaus, thisisfor Sunny" sort of rhythm. There
guardian is dightly more relatable, and altogether decent guy who gets severely skittish around authority.
And they actually get some answers to the larger mysteries along with a growing integration of Lemony
Snicket as a character rather than a pure narrator.

Plusit just flat out reads better. The structure is looser, giving more room for whimsical turns of events.

If there's an over-arching theme to the Unfortunate Events, it's the perils of adulthood. Every book discusses
the dismissiveness of adults towards children, but each covers more specific territory. In this case, it's
legalism, as the town they're adopted by is run by old people obsessed with maintaining a seemingly self-
contradicting body of laws.

Snicket works in defiance of the Nickelodeon model of pro-kid entertainment, where kids are constantly
triumphing over adults. Most savvy kids get irritated with this after awhile, as they spend most of their
childhood getting regularly thwarted by adults. Power fantasies only hold the attention of some people for a
short time.

Instead he treats childhood as a kind of tragedy, where foolhardy adults with their various issues often
railroad kids into terrible lives. What's secretly positive about this very bleak seriesis that the only way the
children outwit adults is through positive traits like self-reliance, critical analysis, and research. Klaus
actually reads the entire rulebook for the town, something none of the elders actually appear to have done.

The Vile Villagein particular shows that to outwit the elderly tyrantsin your life, you have to be smarter,
more clever, and braver. What's impressiveis that it makes it sound perfectly achievable.

Melanie (TBR and Beyond) says

“Thereisno way of knowing for sure whether or not you can trust someone, for the simple reason that
circumstances change al of the time.”

| don't really have alot to say about this book. It was ok, there were some cute parts. | like that the book
aways has some spot-on satire about society and adults especially. This book did push the series along a bit
but I'm getting tired of the formula with these books. Orphans go to terrible place, all the adults are horrible
human beings, the orphans are forced to do insane things for the adults, one adult is always nice but useless
and in the end they escape but just barely. | did think this one had a couple of moments that were a bit
darker, which | always appreciate but overall | pushed to get through it. It'savery fast read though. | read it
in like an hour or two.



| would still recommend it because the seriesis fun and if you have a child then this would probably be a hit.

[rene??? says

3.2/5

"For sapphireswe are held in here.
Only you can end our fear."

Thisisdefinitely my least favorite out of the whole series so far.
It was just okay, hothing exciting happensin here.

| liked at the beginning the idea of the entire village that adopts the kids and all the absurd rules that were
created for the habitants.

Then it became pretty boring to be honest. The most exciting part was definitely the " riddles" that were
left for the children by their missing friends.

It was fun to build the whole poem slowly and find out what really meant in the end.

Another flaw isthat ther €' sbasically no Count Olaf here, so maybe that's afact that made this book way
less exciting.

He's no messing with the kids that much, there's almost no disguise and interaction with them.

After the previous book that | loved thiswas pretty disappointing.

John Velo says

2.5 stars

Seventh book aready and the plot of this one doesn't really differ much from its predecessors. And I'm
getting a bit tired of it... And | am so frustrated about the adult's logic in thisworld! The same thing happens
over and over, yet no one believes the Baudeliere children.

| feel like the readers haven't been given answersto the bigger mysteries of this series. Although, Lemony
Snicket is slowly dropping hints and facts of a bigger overall series storyline here, sometimes, | till can't
help but feel likeit's kind of adrag. I'm hoping the next books would somehow pick up from there and have
some diversity.

Maybe if | was till ateenager, I'd enjoy it more.

The only reason | wanna finish this series now is because I'm excited for the upcoming TV series.




Kate (GirlReading) says

Thiswas bizarre but another fun read! It genuinely had me anxious as times and worried for what was going
to happen. I'm enjoying the way the plot is starting to somewhat (very dightly) deviate away from the
original formula and new characters, mysteries and objectives are being added. I'm still not entirely sure
where this series is heading (although | have my guesses) so I'm still very intrigued!

Swaye says

The most lackluster, nonsensical and frustrating of the series so far.

Regardless, | love the Baudelaires with all my heart and can't wait to devour the next book!

Drew says

Here at the halfway point of the series, the author is finally dropping more hints and clues about what seems
to be arather large conspiracy against the Baudelaire orphans, the Quagmire orphans, and | gather orphans
everywhere who have large fortunes to be acquired.

The search for the Quagmire tripletsin The Ersatz Elevator ended with aliteral red herring, but The Vile
Village is amost entirely red herring, as the children are sent to become the wards of avillage known only
by the mysterious letters "V.F.D." Having chased the meaning of these letters since the end of the fifth book,
the orphans believe they're close to an answer.

Though answers are not necessarily forthcoming, the new clues continue to be tantalizing, a word which here
means "something that increases your enjoyment of the seriesin spite of the figurative red herrings.”

EDIT: I'm somewhat surprised that thislittle review has so many 'likes." | have so many better reviews!

Casey says

Finaly, findly, finally! | loved this one. I've gone beyond simply admiring the wit of the author and am
seeing the makings of a great fictional world in thistale.

First of all, with Hector, we have the first character over the age of 14 who functions at a basic human level
and is not a criminal mastermind. He listens with an open mind, takes notice of others outside of himself, and
EVOLVES AS THE STORY PROGRESSES. He goes from akindly (albeit cowardly) man to something of
ahero when hefinally learnsto speak up for himself and othersin order to do the right thing. That is what
has been missing from the caricatures that pass for adultsin this series.

I found myself worrying about the safety of the Quagmire children, and biting my nails when | thought the



six of them wouldn't get away on the balloon in the end. Thisis because thistime, the story introduced me to
characters to whom | could relate, and about whom | could care.

Even more importantly, the conspiracy and continuity of the storyline has finally taken center stage. We are
now less concerned with isolated incidents that happen to the orphans and more focused on consolidating
and analyzing little hints from all of the books to solve the overarching puzzle. It sharpens the readers skills
and heightens their interest.

This, to me, iswhat makes atruly "good read."

Carlos. says

El megjor hasta ahora sin duda ninguna. POR FIN le pasa a estos nifios algo """ bueno™"".

Anastasia™” says

ALT? 1O BIPA?0 UE KVOUV T700 EKVEUPIOUAN OTO T?A0C... (LE TNV KAA? Avola). AEC "e€ dev
YETaL!", €€ KOl TEAIK? YVETAI >.<

Veronica says

I am actually enjoying reading this series. | think | liked the first 3 books best but this one was fine. | would
love to read another type of book or series from this author sometime.

Emily says
Another great installment of this series. | did predict quite abit, but that is to be expected of amiddle grade

book lol.

| don't have too much to say about these books after a certain point because my opinion on all of themis
pretty universal: | lovethisseries, and | need to read book 8 so | can finish season 2 of the Netflix show!

Here is my favorite quote from this book of the series:

"*‘Normally | don't approve of children staying up late,’ he said finally, 'unless they are reading a very good
book, seeing a wonderful movie, or attending a dinner party with fascinating guests."

These are my ongoing questions for the next books:

(view spoiler)



C.G. Drewssays

(Still working on my series reread as the Netflix S2 episodes come out!) | don't think thisis my favourite
book but it'salso onel lovethe aesthetic of the most! If that counts as, um, alegitimate comment. (Shhh
let melive.) But the Baudelaire'send up in jail (') and there are crows everywhere (!!) and Hector's self-
sustaining hot air balloon!! (Although | can't actually imagine never coming down? Because there's only so
many times you can reread a book, c'mon Hector, don't you want new releases?)

Also Hector is afrustrating guardian, but | also feel really bad for him. He's socially anxious poor guy.

Notable things:

* 50 | reread the first 6 books obsessively as akid because | had them on audio...but not this one!

* s0 | remembered NOTHING and it was a nice flit down memory lane

* SUNNY LEARNED TO WALK AND KLAUSTURNED 13

* brb my babies are growing up and | have emotions

* how isit even possible for these children to be so unlucky

» why should they have to do chores for the whole village

» who is educating these children how will they go to uni one day

« also 10/10 for the fact that Hector ACTUALLY FEEDS THEM because | think they ate salmon in book 6
and that's it???? they will not grow if they do not eat

« obviously the biggest drawback of reread childhood favourite books when you're in your 20sis that now
you wish to protect the children instead of wanting them to continue their adventures

« the village is vile because crows carry disease

« the fact the Baudelaire's are always still polite even when everyoneis horrible proves they are 100 x better
people than me

Sara Kamjou says

PO XX XXX 2777 0 P0077770770770 7770 777°?,

Ashley Daviau says

It was nice to dive back into this series after taking alittle break from it! This book is definitely one of the
stranger ones in the series in my eyes. Something about a village adopting children and the crows mixed
together was incredibly creepy! But that doesn't mean | enjoyed this book any less, in fact | think it made me
enjoy it more. Asthe series goes on, the books really become more intricate and mature and | find that's
particularly prominent in this one!



L auren says

This seriesis starting to improve and I'm liking it even more despite the fact that it is so repeatative. | am

Maine Caulfield says

Exciting ending, very boring beginning.

Melissa v Dog/Wolf Lover ¥ Martin says

| didn't like this one as much.

Thekids are sent to avilevillageto live. It wasfilled with weirdos and crows. And of course Count Olaf, I'm
beginning to think he has atracking device on them !

And the mystery of the Quagmire Triplets grows!




