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Take One Deranged Killer. Add One Determined Cop.
You Get One Deadly Obsession...

From the moment he sees the young woman's body in her hotel bathtub, homicide detective Jack Murphy
knows he's looking at atruly demented but brilliantly designed puzzle. She's been drained of blood. Missing
her left hand--and the killer |eft a special message just for him. Hours later, he sees her severed hand
arranged on a second victim's body. The newspaper has the gruesome details. The FBI has atheory. But only
Murphy knows how hard he'll have to push--and how much he'll have to risk--to thwart the killer's twisted
game.
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From Reader Review The Coldest Fear for online ebook

Yellagirlgc says

| received a copy of this book from NetGalley and the publisher for my honest review.

The Coldest Fear has a solid plot that just didnt deliver the suspense | anticipated after reading the previous
book. I didnt feel a connection with the killer. The police investigating the murders are what made this book
the three stars | rated it. Jack and Bigfoot are still people | look forward to reading about.

Jeanie says

Rating 3.5 Stars

A killer who killed as a child that changed his soul piece by piece and became what he hated.

Y ou only know him as akiller as he strikes a mid-west town with a crusesom killing. Not once, but a handful
of times. It becomes personal when the killer points the killings to Jack Murphy. The killer daunts him, dares
him if you will to come after him. The killer has a past that makes all of hiskillings personal. He kills to
reveal the real person behind the victim. It isvicious and full of rage.

Jack Murphy has a need to right all the wrongs of the world including this killer.
The draw of the book is not the violence (it was violent but it could have been worse) but what is behind the
violence. As a Christian, it reminds me of what we are al capable of the evil and the good. Thereved is

exciting as well as the ending.

A Soecial Thank You to Kensington Books and Netgalley for the ARC and the opportunity to post an honest
review.

Chloe says

In the book “ The Coldest Fear” Detective Jack Murphy and his partner Liddell “Bigfoot” are on pursuit of a
deranged killer “ The Cleaver “ who leaves his victims without faces and a so cuts off other parts of their
body. With so little to go on Jack and Bigfoot have their case cut out for them and it will be afight till the
end to find the killer.

Thisisagreat, fast- paced police procedure with well written characters. | especially enjoyed the witty
banter between Jack and his partner Liddell. The only complain | have was that there were too many
characters to keep track of at times . A little scary and creepy it's a great addition to the crime thriller
category.

| would like to thank Kensington Books & NetGalley for providing an ARC of this book in exchange for my
honest and fair review.



This and more reviews at https://chl oesbooksblog.wordpress.com/

Elaine Tomasso says

This novel has all theingredients| likein anovel - twisted serial killer, upstanding police detectives and a
dash of humour to leaven the gore. A young man returns to his home town, after 15 yearsin amental
hospital for killing his father and afew further years honing his craft, to settle some scores. It all gets a bit
out of hand and the body count rises almost daily. So, this book is not for the faint hearted asit is quite
descriptive but if you get past that it isagood read as it is told mostly from the detectives point of view but
you also get insightsinto the killer's mindset. | enjoyed the read but | felt Mr Reed made it unintentionally
too obvious from the start who the killer was (he'd changed his name after his release) which, for me,
dispelled some of thetension. It is, however, worth aread.

CL says

Det Jack Murphy isa"don't give up till you CATCH the criminal" kind of guy. This has ruined his marriage
but makes for a great homicide detective. Now a seria killer has come into hisjurisdiction and as Jack and
his partner get close it appears that the serial killer istaunting Jack. There is aleak in the department and this
leak istelling the mediaimportant facts. Now the FBI has shown up and this killer may have committed
murders in many other states if they can link them. He has been dubbed "The Cleaver" due to his choice of
weapon and he always takes their face. Can Jack and his partner catch this criminal before to many bodies
pile up. Great read and | would like to see more stories about this character. | would like to thank the
Publisher and Net Galley for the chance to read this ARC.

Book Him Danno says

Thisisthefirst book | have read by Rick Reed. He loves action to the point it comes as a distraction to the
characters and the readers. | feel Rick could have flushed out his characters alittle more with less actions
scenes.

A lot of was given away at the beginning of the book not leaving much of a surprise which is something |
love about thrillersis being shocked at the end of the book thinking NO WAY that just happened.

ARC From Netgalley.

Tucker says

Rick Reed, aretired homicide detective brings his expertise, gained through years of police investigations, to
writing highly suspenseful and dramatic thrillers. The first book in the series “ The Cruelest Cut” introduced
homicide detective Jack Murphy and his partner Liddell "Bigfoot" Blanchard. Now they’re back in “The
Coldest Fear.” The witty banter between Murphy and Bigfoot provide moments of levity in the midst of their
investigation into a particularly gruesome series of murders. Y et the graphic violence is never gratuitous, but
is essential to the plot. Reed writes with ahigh level of intensity, outstanding character development, and



authentic “real life” depictions of police and the killers they hunt. He' s undeniably a welcome new voicein
the thriller genre. I’m eagerly anticipating reading the next books in this series; “The Deepest Wound” to be
published in April 2016, and “ The Highest Stakes’to be published in October 2016.

Thank you to Kensington Books and NetGalley for an advance copy of this book.

Mary Brown says

Synopsis:

Take One Deranged Killer. Add One Determined Cop. Y ou Get One Deadly Obsession. . .

From the moment he sees the young woman's body in her hotel bathtub, homicide detective Jack Murphy
knows he's looking at atruly demented but brilliantly designed puzzle. She's been drained of blood. Missing
her left hand--and the killer left a special message just for him. Hours later, he sees her severed hand
arranged on a second victim's body. The newspaper has the gruesome details. The FBI has atheory. But only
Murphy knows how hard he'll have to push--and how much he'll have to risk--to thwart the killer's twisted
game. (Goodreads)

Review:

The writing style flows smoothly and the book is an easy read. The author is very talented in creating
suspense and tension with the written word. | wanted to turn the page to see what would happen next but |
was afraid to turn the page to see what would happen next! Whether writing about the crime scenes or the
pursuit of the many suspects, | felt like | was right there watching it all unfold in front of me. There are some
violent graphic details given, especially when describing the crime scenes, so be forewarned.

The characters are well developed and well rounded. Jack is a no-nonsense type of guy, and heiswilling to
do whatever it takes to bring justice to the victims. If that means using means that may be outside the law,
that is alright with him. His main goal isto identify the killer, get him off the street and save as many lives as
he can. This dedication and take charge, no holds bar attitude has cost him his marriage but he is still
relentless when he isworking a case. With the help of his partner, Liddell Blanchard, or “Bigfoot”, they are
pursuing al clues and leads to apprehend a deranged killer. | enjoyed the relationship between the two
partners and thought their bickering and banter were funny. The killer was atruly evil person, quite devious
and deceptive.

I would recommend this book to anyone who enjoys awell written suspenseful police procedural. | am
looking forward to reading more books by this author.

| received afree copy of this book from NetGalley in exchange for a honest review. | would like to thank
NetGalley and Kensington books for approving me to read and review this book.

Patricia says



Thisis my 1st book by Rick Reed, Great Author... Rick Reed is aretired 20 plus year as a Police Detective.
Inreadl life heinvestigated serial killers and now he writes about them. The serial killer in this book, what a
sad life that this young boy went through to turn him into a serial killer at such ayoung age!!! | will continue
reading more of his books, written very well ??

Sharon says

Kensington Books and NetGalley provided me with an electronic copy of The Coldest Fear, in exchange for
an honest review.

Killers with an axe to grind are bad enough, but add in a depraved sense of right and wrong and you have a
monster of epic proportions. Homicide Detective Jack Murphy is called in on a particularly gruesome
murder, one that leaves him with the sinking feeling that he has not seen the last of thiskiller. Asthe
perpetrator continues to play a game, with Jack as the unwilling participant, will the police be able to put
together the clues before more victims are uncovered?

The Coldest Fear is definitely not short on action, but there was just too much thrown in to makeit a
cohesive story. At every turn, there was another crime scene or incident, which made this book feel more like
atelevision show. Main character Jack Murphy isawork in progress and his persona life dways seemsto
be in astate of flux. Personally, | think he would have been a stronger character if the author concentrated on
his professional life completely. Asfar asthrillers go, too much of the story was given up front, so there
really was not much of areveal. Readers who enjoy police procedurals might like The Coldest Fear, asitisa
good, solid thriller.

Sandy *Theworld could end while| wasreading and | would never notice* says

2 1/2 stars from me for The Coldest Fear be Rick Reed.

The book starts out promisingly enough with the discovery of awoman's body in a bathtub, drained of blood,
missing her right hand, and with her eyeballs removed. The missing hand is found posed at another murder
site. And thekiller is releasing detail s to the newspaper that the police would rather remained confidential.

I was looking forward to a compulsive, can't put this down read, in stead | struggled to finish this. The plot
had al the ingredients for a great book, but it just never quite came off.

The writing doesn't flow, it tends to be choppy and unfocused. At times thereis far too much going on, and
too many characters. If the book focused more on Murphy, the lead character, and less on the myriad of
supporting characters, this would have been afar stronger book, a better read.

Thank you to NetGalley and Kensington Books for providing a copy of this book in exchange for an honest
an unbiased review.




Marianne Stehr says

| enjoyed this fast paced thriller. It reminded me of James Patterson with short chapters and racing thrills. It
was alittle cumbersome because some cliff-hanging chapters were followed by a chapter that dealt with
other characters and you had to be sure you had al the characters straight in your mind. Thisthriller isn't so
much awho dunnit asit isahow do they figure it out. A good police procedural with some good characters
who could easily be made into a series.

Michelle (Michelle' s Book Ends) Shealy says

"Five years and countless bodies had given him the upper hand. He was like awind, or a fleeting thought.
There one moment, and gone the next. This was the seventh state he had chosen to visit, and he had left a
dew of bodiesin histrail. In one state he was called The Axe Man. In another he had been dubbed The
Handy Man. Y et another, probably more aptly, described as The Cleaver.

But in all histrails he had never heard hisreal name......"

Detective Jack Murphy isworking the streets of Evansville Indiana with his partner Detective Liddell
Blanchard. The gruesome story begins when they're called to the Marriott. A woman has been savagely
murdered. Body parts removed from this scene show up at the scene of a second murder.

Now they are on the hunt for this serial killer. Can they find him before the body count rises? Not all of Jack
and Liddell's problems are caused by the killer. Sometimes the ones that should have your back are the ones
you can't trust. Pressure from the media ,and involvement by them causes additional issues. Thekiller is not
above using them for his own game.

| really like Jack Murphy. Well written character, son of a cop, ex wife that couldn't handle that life. He's got
atough new girlfriend that's a chief parole officer. Y ou know he's the one tough enough to go up against this
sick mind. It'sagamethekiller iswilling to play. He's purposely chosen Jack Murphy.

Exceptionally creepy isthe killer watching from afront row seat. Pleased with himself he feels he'll never be
caught. Will he? Will he be the one that gets by Jack and Liddell? Will Jack pass the ultimate test?
Surprising twists throughout with akiller ending!

Gory and detailed thisisagreat crimethriller. Thisis the second book for "Jack Murphy," with more to
follow by the author, Rick Reed. Mr. Reed is aformer police officer, and he certainly knows his stuff,
including personal knowledge of serial killers. If you're looking for arealy great crime/cop thriller thisis
your author.

Thank you Netgalley, Rick Reed, and Kensington Books
http://michellebookends.blogspot.com/...




Linda Strong says

Rick Reed has moved up to my Top 20 Authors To Watch For. Thisis a police/crime procedura of the
highest caliber. It is so obvious that this author knows of what he writes .. he was a Detective Sergeant with
30 years experience and in charge of Internal Affairsfor the Evansville Police Department in Indiana.

Detective Jack Murphy and his partner, Liddell "Bigfoot" Blanchard are on the trail of aseria killer ... one
who leaves his victims without their faces, sometimes their eyes, sometimes their hands. There's no rhyme
nor reason why these particular people were chosen to die at the hands of the one they call the Cleaver.

Jack does things hisway .. usualy just on the edge of being suspended from his job. However, he's a great
detective, like adog with abone, he just doesn't let go. Bigfoot is the ultimate partner, always having Jack's
back. | really enjoy the relationship they share .. lots of witty dialog.

Throw in an FBI Agent, a corrupt sheriff, a newspaper reporter who always beats everyone getting a story
out, another reporter willing to share her time to get agood lead, a deputy who accidentally comes across
some information he uses to his own advantage, and Cinderella. Cinderellais a sweetheart of adog ... she
only likes women and gay men.

Thereare alot of graphic violent murder scenes .. thiskiller ison aroll. The more he kills, the happier heis.
You'll never look at a bathtub drain in the same way again.

The action is non-stop. | was hooked from the first page. | thought that once the killer was named, the book
would slow down abit, instead it sped up like afreight train.

It becomes arace to see who is more clever .... and the ending is a shocker.

Definitely thisrates 5 stars from me. Although the second book, it's terrific as a stand-alone. Highly
recommend to anyone who doesn't have a queasy stomach.

Many thanks to the author / Kensington Books - Lyrical Underground / NetGalley who provided a digital
copy in exchange for an honest, unbiased review.

Jim Corbiere says

Finished reading " The Coldest Fear " | really enjoyed this book alot. Normally | hesitate to read a new
author because a lot of times | am disappointed but in the case of Rick Reed-Author Page | am very happy.
Hisfirst novel The Cruelest Cut was great. | love reading a detective novel written by someonewho isa
retired cop.

A young woman's body is found in a hotel room. Her face has been removed, her tongue isin the sink, her
eyes have been removed and her hand has been taken. The hand is found on a second victim whose face has
also been removed. Jack Murphy has the case. Jack is a guy who refuses to give up even at the cost of his
personal life. They are chasing akiller whose mative isn't clear. The killer, to complicate the investigations,
give the full amount of information to reporters..info the police don't even have. The killer likes and admires
Jack...and wants to play a game.






