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Annelise Lestrange says

Review originally posted on The Book Adventures of Annelise Lestrange :)

Goodreads’ Blurb

Kazuto Kirigaya (aka Kirito) has survived the death game of Aincrad masterminded by Akihiko Kayaba,
programmer of Sword Art Online, and made it back to the real world. Unfortunately, the same cannot be said
for Asuna Yuuki (aka Asuna the Flash), the girl Kirito fell in love with in the game world and who has yet to
awaken from her seemingly endless slumber. As his sister, Suguha, sadly looks on, Kazuto continues to visit
Asuna in the hospital in the hope of finding answers… But one day, the answers suddenly find him in the
form of a man who claims to be Asuna’s fiancé?! With him, the man brings an in-game screenshot of
someone who looks a lot like Asuna being held captive! Now Kirito must dive into an all-new
VRMMORPG, ALfheim Online, to bring Asuna home!

The Analysis
Just remembering that those were my impressions and opinion as a reader :)

I felt like I was the only person in the world that didn’t know what Sword Art Online (SAO) was, as I blindly
bought this volume and read to only later find out how famous this series is. And honestly? I don’t
understand why. I had my fair share of manga titles in my life (just take a look at my goodreads list) and I
don’t see anything new, exciting or even worth reading on this series. Don’t get me wrong, the art is pleasant
and the story will keep you busy until the end of the volume, but that’s it. Nothing memorable, so much fan
service (when the characters show a lot their bodies, specially the female ones, and the title is packed with
clichés), and a kind of stupid plot. Sorry, but this title wasn’t for me, I’ve seen too much to be impressed.
However, it did kept me interested until the end of volume one, so two stars. And I won’t be finishing this
series.

I don’t believe on bad mouthing a book or manga (or anything at all) just because I don’t like it, as all of us
have a distinct opinion, so I’ll keep my review short and sweet :)

The narrative pace is fast, as this series is like a season two for the original SAO series. This doesn’t impact
on the reader’s understanding of happenings, which is good. This was my first attempt at reading SAO and
worked out almost just fine. We have shared points of view during the volume, shared by Kirito, Asuna and
Suguha.

The plot is simple and with a mysterious air, as we don’t know exactly how Asuna’s fiancé plans on conquer
the world. Just as many titles before it, SAO is a partial dystopian title, as the world that we know has
reached such a level of technology that the online games immerse their players on the virtual world with the
help of a helmet and their brains believe that all of they are living inside the game is real. It is nice, but not
new. The majority of the series goes on the game SAO’s world (the game names the manga series) and the
scenarios are cool, just like the designs of the characters.



I was bored to my bones to see that every character, without exceptions, was a typically archetype of shoujo
(a.k.a. sugaed romance) mangas. There is the hero, the heroin, a girl to form the amorous triangle, the guy
that always helps the hero, cheesy dialogues, and a soul deep love that no one understands why it is there.
Add all that to sword fights and over power characters, plus a damsel in distress. Yeah. Nice.

As I said, the art was pleasant, but also didn’t hold my attention. One thing that did bothered me was the size
of Suguha’s boobs, as she is twelve – from what I have gathered. Honestly, teen girls on this age have not
those boobs. I wonder if this becomes a hentai (a.k.a. pornographic) title, as the traces are on that style. Or
maybe I’m too much of a bore, haha!

Overall, if you like semi-dystopian and adventure mangas, or shoujos, I think you should give SAO a try.
Maybe it is your type :D

Thank you for reading!

Jerry says

A good story with great artwork! (Could have done without the shower scene, though...)

S.Q. Eries says

In Summary

While some Kirito/Asuna fans may enjoy seeing Kirito diving into the virtual world of ALfheim to rescue
Asuna, I’m not particularly thrilled to see “The Flash” reduced to a damsel in distress. I’m even less thrilled
with Kirito’s new female companion in ALfheim and the incestuous overtones of her obsession with him.
Squick factor aside, the world of ALfheim, despite its fairy wings and magic spells, is very much a fluffy
shadow of Aincrad. While SAO fans will see the return of some of their favorite characters in Fairy Dance,
they shouldn’t expect the same level of intensity and drama in Sword Art Online: Aincrad.

The Review

Unlike Sword Art Online: Aincrad, which was released in a single 375-page volume, Sword Art Online:
Fairy Dance is being released in multiple volumes. For those familiar with the light novel or anime, the first
volume of Fairy Dance covers the story up to when our heroes reach the underground lake before Lugru. As
such, the 226-page Fairy Dance Volume 001 is only $13 versus Aincrad’s $20 cover price. In addition, Fairy
Dance features a different mangaka for the artwork: Tsubasa Haduki. For those familiar with the TV series,
Haduki-sensei’s illustrations are a close match to the anime, much closer than Nakamura-sensei’s in Aincrad.

Fairy Dance picks up where Aincrad left off. Kirito’s made it safely back to the real world, but of the
surviving Aincrad players, three hundred have yet to awaken, and Asuna is one of them. Then Kirito receives
a screenshot taken from within the latest VRMMORPG sensation, ALfheim Online – a screenshot of
someone that looks strikingly like Asuna.

Sequels often have difficulty living up to the bar set by their predecessors, and Fairy Dance sadly falls



several notches below Aincrad. Because Aincrad ended with Kirito beating Kayaba and his game, the
continuation requires a new game and a new challenge. However, ALfheim Online, although it does have
nefarious underpinnings, isn’t nearly as gripping as the you-die-in-the-game-you-die-for-real Aincrad world.
As for the stakes, they’re much more personal for Kirito, but they render Asuna helpless. With Asuna
literally immobile, Kawahara-sensei introduces Kirito’s cousin Suguha to be the new active female lead.

Suguha has a pleasant enough personality, but she’s difficult to relate to, mainly because of the massive
squick factor. She’s got a huge crush on Kirito despite the fact that they’ve been raised as siblings, and up
until the SAO incident, she believed Kirito was actually her brother. While I can see how a new romantic
element would spice up the story, Kawahara-sensei could have done without the incest element. In addition,
Haduki-sensei lays on the fanservice rather thick, and Suguha is the primary subject. Perhaps this is to appeal
to a more shonen audience, but it’s ridiculous how her super-ample breasts look ready to pop out of her
clothes in almost every scene.

Kawahara-sensei’s new villain Sugou is also lacking. In Aincrad, Kayaba was larger-than-life, an opponent
as epic as the virtual world he created, and the Heathcliff/Kayaba connection was a wonderful twist. Sugou,
on the other hand, is more of a garden-variety mad scientist bad guy. He is thoroughly disgusting and
conniving but very much a stereotype. Despite his lack of character depth, Sugou does serve to act as
Kirito’s adversary with the advantage in both the real and virtual worlds.

Extras include the title page printed in color, story summary, background guide blurbs, and closing remarks
from the creators.

For more manga and book reviews, drop by my blog Keeping It In Canon!

Ambryarock says

Manga bien plus détaillé que le 1er ARC (Aincrad) : c'est que du bonheur ! Et les dessins sont de meilleure
qualité, plus clairs et plus beaux surtout !! En tout cas, j'aime bcp ce nouvel ARC qui se passe dans un
monde de fées!

Mindy says

This sucked me right in just like the game did for Kazuto in the manga. Very engaging and entertaining.
Looking forward to moving on to the next installment.

Larakaa says

extremely sexist and an incest suggesting subplot!?



Mady says

This was admittedly interesting and enjoyable but there were also many things that were simply stupid or
made no sense. First of all, just because Kazuto's sister Suguha learned that they were actually cousins she's
suddenly falling in love with him. What is wrong with her?! Does this mean she only waited and hoped that
they weren't actually siblings so she could date him? Now that they're cousins, which means they're still
closely related, is it really that much of a difference for her? Another thing that absolutely made no sense at
all is Asuna's father wanting to marry her off to one of his employees while she's in a coma. This can't even
be legal! Asuna can't decide for herself and she's in a coma since she's 16 or something, which means she's
probably 18 now but marrying a very young unconscious girl still sounds like he's a pedophile. He even says
to Kazuto that she hated him and  never would have married him if she was awake. But apparently he will be
the family heir whether they are legally married or not. These are so typical things that always make me
angry when I read manga. Other than that the story is so cool and I would like to see more of the game world
rather than the strange things going on in the real world.

Christina says

So, I initially checked out this book from the library thinking that it was the original novel, but when I finally
cracked it open to give it a read, I was surprised to see that it was in fact the manga adaption! I was going to
put it down, thinking I wasn't in the mood for a manga right now, but the beautiful and lively art style really
sucked me in. Tsubasa Haduki's art is so bouncy, free, lively, light, classic with some new age as well, and
emotional that draws me in immediately and it really flows so well and immerses you into the story as much
as the Amusphere or NervGear.
I've watched the anime adaption of the Alfheim arc two or three times now, but never has any telling of this
arc sucked me in so well. It's almost like I'm experiencing it for the first time, even though I roughly know
what will happen. I'm truly experiencing this arc as it was meant to be experienced for the first time with this
manga adaption. I'd also like to point out that the fact that the Fairy Dance/Alfheim arc focuses on, of course,
fairies and their lore, Haduki's art style fits the mold of "fairies" and all that they are meant to encompass in
this story absolutely perfectly. She's able to capture the innocence and the freedom that they embody better
than I have ever seen before. So much so that I feel it too. And Leafa has never looked so beautiful before.
Her art and this story really did uplift my spirits, I felt a little more free and light hearted, even if only while
taking in this story. I need more, and I've already bought the second volume, since this was the only one my
library had. A manga hasn't captured me like this in a long time, and I respect this mangaka and author for
that.
Oh, and before I forget, I love that once I started to feel like I should be disappointed that Asuna is becoming
nothing more than a damsel in distress, a fire is lit within her once she learns her love is still alive, and she
devises a way out-- to save herself while still expecting to accept the help of her beloved! This is why I love
Asuna. She's beautiful and a great mix of fierce and submissive. On top of all this, I still remember so clearly
the love I felt exactly as Asuna describes and portrays it. And even as Leafa describes it to Yui, which is a bit
more shallow...or...simple. I still remember it, and I still feel it to a degree, as much as I am allowed. I don't
want to forget it from back then. There is still some purity left within me. Thank you ALO, for reminding me
that it is there.



Jess says

Buen comienzo a la saga de Fairy Dance. Me gusto mucho el personaje de Leafa.

Riku says

Not that good, it's kind of boring and a little stupid. But I love the rest of SAO ( like GGO that comes after. )

Unlivrepournousdeux says

J adore Toujours autant Sword art Online, rien à dire ?

Soobie's scared says

[in real life and in the virtual one (hide spoiler)]

Joe Crawford says

Beat for beat the second half of the anime. Well done, but just finished the show a day ago. Didn't add
anything new to the story.

Sarah says

This is very uniquely done. While it is most certain Sword Art Online, it has a dash of "Midsummer Night's
Dream" by William Shakespeare. It is quite a page turner with plenty of action as well as a wonderful plot. I
highly recommend this.

Jennette says

Loved it


