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loseisif he finds himself responding to his victim on a human level. The only way she can winisif sherips
away the protective lies she' stold herself, the hard shell of indifference she's hidden in, and becomes again
what she has not been since she lost everything that mattered to her, years ago: human.
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JaHy?Hold the Fairy Dust says

*** 41/2" ROYALLY FUCKED UP" STARS***

HOLY SHIT!! .. WTF!...No serioudly ....

*W-H-A-T *T-H-E* F-U-C-K *did | just read?

I'm at alost for words and I'm someone whom never shuts the hell up. B.G. Harlen | don't know whether to
applaud your brilliance or schedule you an appointment with my psychiatrist JK people...... To cal this story
unique is an understatement..

If you are looking for something different and can handle your brain being ripped from your skull, stomped

to an inch of itslife, then shoved back in through your nostril, thisis the perfect book for you... PEACE
OuT!

For morereviews, Free E-books and Giveaways

Beverly says

**x x *GEP|C Starst ¥ * * *
Thisisthe story of aman who is hired to break the female lead character.
" She couldn’t move. And shereally wanted to, because as she quickly became awar e of herself, she

realized that this man’s peniswas deep inside her."

How does no name psycho plan to do it? By raping her...I don’t think so he does so much more than that.
He attacks her emotionally and mentally.

It is pretty hard to explain because this book is about rape and abuse, but like always | found myself
impressed and laughing at the banter between these two.
“You'reavery impressive person in your own right, but you’'re no Charlie Sheen”

Don’t get mewrong it is serious and heartbreaking at times, but the female was so Badass... she deserves the
Pulp Fiction wallet...



Intheend...

| am so hyped | probably won't sleep tonight. | want to shout from the roof top: READ THISBOOK!! Itis
Crazy awesome...

Lastly...you only thought it was checkmate bitch.

Loved buddy reading with my lovely friend Mysza!! Thanks for recommending Jahy - my BW you always
know a winner for me!

Natasha says

Thiswas adark read... like in pitch black dark. There is absolutely nothing romantic about the book & no
Stockholm Syndrome. Thisis a psychological thriller and you may need counselling after finishing this
book.

A professional rapist is hired to crush the victim's spirit and break her down mentally. The book starts with
the victim waking up while the intruder is busy raping her and sheis held down so that she can barely even
breathe. Imagine the horror!

Thiswhole book is played out in about 48 hours while he wears her down physically & psychologically and
about how the victim tries everything in her power to survive.

They physical scenes are brutal and unimaginable... she is raped severely and repeatedly and often times
forced to 'enjoy' and partake in the whole process to avoid further punishment.

The book is not just about the physical aspects - there is a battle of the wills and lots of verbal sparring going
on. Thevictim is one strong woman and her personality and ability to stay calm, plan and think is her
strength. She is the embodiment of the Survivor slogan: Outwit, Outlast, Outplay.

Never has one word in abook haunted me like Checkmate. | thought my friggen heart is going to stop right
therel!

The book very well written and thought provoking, but | am not exactly thrilled with the end. There are so
many questions that remain unanswered.

Clumsy Storyteller says

OH MY GOD ! What the hell didi just read ! | had so many ‘ shaking my head’ moments, it one of those
books "you want to stop reading but can't put it down" it wasimpossible for my Weird sidetoletit go, it
had the most disgusting scenein it I've ever read, The way the main character responded to the situation she
was in was quite disturbing too. ,i realy liked it, the plot was great the twist even better ,The book had lots of



violenceinit, lots of humiliation and kinky fuckery lots of blood and disturbing actions ! i had really hard
time reading it but it was worth it

Cut to the hereand now. Drunk, drugged, knocked out, beaten, tied up, raped, ridiculed, pressured,
threatened, invaded, kissed, fucked, widowed, deprived, grieved, unchilded. Helpless. Though still
unbroken.

the end was mindblowing , it was really unexpected turn of events

He managed to speak. “ You know, you never asked who they were. Or why they wanted to hurt you.”
“I know who, and | know why,” she said. “ Y ou’'rethe onewho doesn’t.”

“What areyou?”

“Y ou should have asked that question sooner.”

v Trishv says

Darkest, mind fuck |'ve ever read....need to processit. | shouldn't like it as much as | do, of that I'm
sure...\Wow.

Ok, after axanax and a shower, and afew hours deep....

This book is about rape. Pure and simple. It is brutal at points.....but the author did an amazing job.

Y ou only know them as"him" and "her" (although, strange enough, | felt the need to name her so when she
saw "dawn through the window", she became Dawn to me) We only get to know her (and him) through the

conversations they have. (and they are some f'ed up conversations)

She had atragic life, no two ways around it, my heart broke for her through the whole book. And yet, for as
much tragedy we do learn about her thereisalot you don't know...the author alludesto alot...but doesn't tell
you. (urked me in some parts-because | want to know damnit!)

Heisjust asick, psycho bastard.

The word "Checkmate" will always give me chills.

If thisisdigointed, I'm sorry, but that iswhat this book did to me. Just amazing. I've never read anything like
it, and | am not sure | ever will again.

| would of liked more details about her, especially at the end. | do understand why the author did what she
did. It made you focus on the brutality of the situation. | will be haunted by this book for some time to come.



No doubt about it.

| took breaks and thankfully did thisin a buddy read. (Thanks so much Rose and MK! | never would of read
this book without you) When | hit 90% | truly went for awalk and geared myself up for the ending. | knew it
was going to be intense and | wasn't wrong.

| don't believe thisis arookie author, but if so, kudos.. BIGTIME kudos. If you have ancther pen name
please let us know because your writing is phenomenal .

Elizabeth (Liz) says

Review posted at: Swept Away By Romance

| sat down to write the review for Break Her by B. G. Harlen, and | first thought, oh, | could write for * days*
on how | feel about this book. It would be an endless stream-of-consciousness review, digjointed thought
following digointed thought. But then, | immediately followed that with, no, thereis *nothing* | can say
about this book. How do | put words to an experience that cratered my mind?? How do | reconcile the
enormity of the hold this story has had (and, still has) on me with the near-constant cringing of my moral
compass?!

My need to purge some of the feelings this book engendered won out.

The story itself is graphically and excruciatingly painful. This review isthe only warning you'll get from me.
Consider very carefully what your limits are and any triggers you may have before deciding to read this.
Break Her is about the torture of sustained rape and the ultimate, intense psychological battle of wills
between perpetrator and victim. Two charactersin al, strangers to each other, neither named by the author
(though, name or not, the female |lead became more real to me than | can express). A time period of aday
and a half. Oh, what can happen in aday and a half.

So, what did | experience while reading? Here are some thoughts, disjointed or otherwise.

Thiswas adifficult, distressing read. | read in bits and pieces over severa days, taking many breaks. So
many times | wondered, why do | keep going back? Why don't | just stop? Y ou will want to stop, and, at the
same time, you won't. Unquestionably, there is genius storytelling at work here.

| have never, not ever, read anything quite like this. Very early on, | felt surethat | knew exactly what it was
| needed to take away from this heinous and remarkable combination of words. | thought, ah, | know what
the author istrying to convey. This here? Thisis exactly the larger message. Mmmm, right. Until it wasn't. |
went round and round and back and forth with myself so many times, | was dizzy. At multiple pointsin this
story, | found myself questioning not only myself, but both characters, the author, the world at large.
Granted, we all read through life filters of our own making. And, mine tend to be serious and somewhat
intense on an ordinary day. Reading this was no ordinary day, not for me. Far from it, in fact. So, thereisno
doubt that what | took from Break Her, what |'ve kept with me, is strongly impacted by my life experiences
and beliefs.



Toward the end, as the relentless attack reached a new low point, | would swear that | could *actually* feel
some of what the victim was experiencing. | can't begin to tell you how that feeling has stayed with me. Part
of methinks | would do anything to get rid of it, to forget it. But, | have to say, | also believe that thisiswhat
makes Break Her amust-read for those who can handle it. Because, that feeling, the fact that | can't forget it?
It makes rape REAL. It gives me agraphic but essential ook inside the harsh reality of the crime. And, for
me? For me, that is alifetime guarantee that | will NEVER take the act of rape lightly, agree with those who
seek to 'redefing' it, nor will | ever believe | have the right to judge *any* victim/survivor of this loathsome
crime or try to legislate the decisions to be made arising from possible consequences. That alone makes this
well worth reading, in my opinion.

Thisisahorrible, terrible, gripping reading experience that, ultimately, is a story of the fierce desire and will
to survive. The amost unnatural but awe-inspiring strength of this woman isthe real triumph in this story.
There are other points made and questions posed in the telling of Break Her, and legitimately so. For me,
though, what I've laid out hereiswhat | choose to take away from this experience.

Whatever arguments can and will be made regarding content, | don't believe anyone will be able to deny the
amazing talent in this author's writing. This cannot be a debut author. | just don't believe it. Whoever this
author may be, | hope there is much more to come. May | put in my request now for some slightly lighter
fare with the next book? My emotionally exhausted self would be eternally grateful.

5Dark & Twisty Stars!!

DKristin says

| really liked this book. | don't think it was at all what | was expecting. From what | heard others say about it
| guess | was expecting to be really creeped out and upset about alot of it. | really enjoyed this authors
writing style. It was smart and they tied in so many references to pop culture. | really enjoyed the "Her"
character aswell. She was really smart and rational and definitely a survivor. There wasn't really a shock and
awe factor for me though because even he said he felt that the people who hired him made a mistakein
choosing her to be broken. Through out she said what her plan was and even when things were getting pretty
awful there the fact that she was still capable of thinking about whether she was going to make it through or
not was a sign that she still wasn't broken.

What bothered me the most was all of the rape. Not the act of rape itself. | was expecting that. But that he
could go for hours and then turn back around and go again. | understand that people get off on pain but | just
find it difficult to believe that his junk would not have been just as ripped and ragged as hers, despite him
using toys as well.

What | liked most was the dialogue between the two. | would imagine it would take two very intelligent
people to play thiskind of game for that long. | also liked his opening move not in a OMG that was awesome
kind of way but as far as creepy torturer rapist killers go that is a seriously effective opener. Makes me
thankful that I'm alight sleeper and keep a bat next to my bed! If you're in the mood for some fucked up shit
thisisyour book!




Snow says

Jesus Christ! | don't actually know what to say here...I'll use the word, | believe Michelle did in her review of
this book.

I'm totally worn out and | need a drink, or two, or more...

Serioudly, | can NOT, willingly, praise this book, unless you really want to be mind fucked!!!

and now on December, 18, 2015, I've had a change of heart regarding this book, causei think that if it stays
with you for along time,(asit obviously stayed with me, (I'm not even sure that's a good thing in this case

LOL) no matter in what context, the purpose of the story was accomplished.

It'skinda like propaganda, that has a purpose to provoke, to evoke and stay imbeded into the
subconsciousness of the public.

So any publicity is good publicity cause it achieved its purpose - it got noticed, it got attention...people
talked about the subject, peoplereacted...in other wordsit stayed memorable. in one way or the other.

At thispoint it doesn't really matter if you liked it or hated it, it mattersthat you noticed it.

and | certainly noticed thisstory, it troubled me for sometime, | don't condone the act itself that was
presented in the book, causeitsvile and the most horrible thing that can happen to one being - to be
degraded and violated at the expense of a calculated project and someone'scruel intentions. In fact it's
condemnablein every. single. aspect!!!

BUT

Astheviolation proceeds | found the gratification in the heroines psychological strength and | held on
to that like a drowning (wo)man...and the end was a turning point for me to compr ehend this book.

I liked the form of it, it'sa thriller , a very good one, infact BUT cause of the sexual violation that
actually surpasses my hard limits, | can not give it higher than 3.75 stars.

Kawther (TheVillainLibrary) says

what the hell did | just read
| like writing my reviews right after | finish reading the story to keep the emotions fresh, but right now i'm
completely mind-blown and | can't form any decent thought!



And that ending though! i was not expecting that, i need more explanations or else my soul won't rest

Reading this book was a different experience, It's one hell of an experience.
Thisis one of the darkest novelsthat i have ever read , It's so dark and brutal, it had some disgusting
unimaginable scenes.

DEFINITELY DON'T READ THISIF YOU HAVE A WEAK STOMACH

| struggled going through this, i actually tried reading this book last year but couldn't get myself to do it
because of the horrific events, but now i did, and i was left completely mind-blown

and speechless ( yet I'mwriting this right now)

I'm really struggling to put my feelings and thoughts into words.

This book is dark dark,
S0
why didn't i have a problem with it unlike some other similar books?

Simply because the horrible acts in this book are not done under the pretext of erotica, its not meant to
romanticize rape or make it appealing,
It's done for the sole purpose of torture and destruction in this story, not out of fake love and caring motives.

This book actually shows how horrible and violating rape s, it doesn't make it ook like an act of affection
and intimacy.

So it was the same as reading about physical torture or killing or fights, really horrid ones.

In this story nothing existed except the rapist and his victim, no other details about them except some of her
previous memories,

Other than that the author doesn't give anything, | actually enjoyed this idea because i was too engrossed in
the events.

It also helped keep the story interesting, i wasn't able to put this book down since i opened it, we didn't get
any boring descriptions or unnecessary details, the events and conversation kept rolling until the last second.

This story is apsychological battle between her and him, he lets her know from the start that this wont end
for her until sheis broken,

shetells him that she had worse and will see worse in the future so he can't break her,

She knows who she is and what she is capable of and sheisn't hiding it.

" 1t's good to know who you are. And to have no illusions"

This brings out an unspoken challenge, who will outlast the other
will he sucsseed in what he does best, on hislife long career?
or will she be the exception that he never imagined meeting?

Sheis strong and made of hard material, her mind is strong and unbreakable
and she has complete control over herself, its so rare to see similar characters like her in books, sheis clever
and smart, she is manipulative and plays tricks on him,



yet sheis always honest

She even plays tricks on herself to better control her mind

which i found so brilliant. i loved her and i have so much respect for her.

There are many moments in this book where she left me speechless and dumbfounded.

" How cold blooded was she? Enough to scan inside herself and identify the most likely ways he could
destroy her Then she would feed him the clues. This, she reminded herself, was why she was going to win.
Because he was hard, but she was cold.

He fed on humanity, he needed it. She pretended she still had some. "

Thisisn't aromantic book, not erotic, not funny.
It's gruesome and dark and fucks with your mind, its a battle between two messed up human beings.
But i absolutely loved it, its so rare to come across something so different and outstanding.

And the author has such an amazing way with words, their witty conversations never ceased to amaze me.

The characters were also very deep yet with no details around them, the only way of knowing themis
through reading, and analyzing their words and actions.

And again, THAT ENDING, what?! what was that?! it'slike | was surprised yet | was hoping for it all along

This book might not sit well with some people, but I'm giving it 5 deserved stars,

The story was brilliant, the writing was so good, the characters are so complex and fun to read about, the plot
twist was indeed mind blowing. Thereis nothing i can complain about when it comes to this book.

Andi deeply enjoyed it,

And i would recommend it for people who don't mind horrific details and events.

Lady Vigilante (Feifei) says

4 thought-provoking starsl!

Thisisn't alove story. No Stockholm Syndrome type of thing. There's rape of all forms. Physical rape,
emotional rape, mind rape. | wasn't even in the story, but | felt like my brain cells were getting sucked out by
thisC.R.A.Z.Y. dude. I, however, didn't find this book to be athriller. | think my reaction was supposed to
bethis...

Instead, this was my reaction (for the most part)...

I'm pretty messed up. The female character is repeatedly raped and | couldn't stop laughing. = = The
"banter" between the two is funny. Dry, sarcastic, witty humor = my favorite. The reasons why thiswas a4
star read for me and not 5 was because the beginning was alittle slow, and that ending? Jeez...| had to



reread four times to get what DAFAUQ happened. | really hope BG Harlen writes a sequel though! It'd
be...interesting.

Don't want to say more because the shock, ew, and haha factors need to be fully experienced without me
giving away anything. Just go read the book.
recommendation!

Ode to Jahy:

Mysza says

" 1've been fucked up the ass by Fate. What do you think you can do to me with your little,
fucking penis?"

| went straight to bed after finishing this one thinking, if | sleep on it, | will be able to write areview. But
hell if I know how to put my thoughts to words. | mean...

have | just read?

Thisis not abook about sex, love, lust, etc., nothing erotic here. There's plenty of sex, but non consensual,
it'srape, and not only physical but also emotional and mind fucking. It's a story about breaking a heroine,
whatever it takes. This book is hard, the best kind of psychological mind game, and sometimes | just felt like
my brain could not process all of what was happening. | had to go back and reread the conversations between
MCsto fully understand them.

"You are either blowing my mind, or you'rejust trying to blow my mind."

Nameless hero, heis pure fucking devil. | can't even fathom the enormity of his evil actions. He keeps doing
it and doing it and doing it and doing it....al the while talking to heroine and playing this mind chess game.
Anything to break her, make her worthless, non-existent, humiliated, humbled, fucked up.

"1'm the worst thing you'll ever know." (...)
"You could never in your life say: |'ve seen the worst."

At some point | was thinking that he can't possibly get worse, can he? And | was reading and was shocked



and was waiting what his brutal mind will come up with next.

Heroine, same as with hero, we don't know much about her, who she is, why and who would want her to be
broken. The questions were accumulating in my head, the curiosity unendurable. We got some answers along
the story but the mystery istheretill the very end and even then.... well | guessit was supposed to be that
way. But damn if I'm not still wondering about it. She is aware of her situation, of being at his mercy and she
has to think, plot, precede and react to stay sane and alive. And she's damn good at it.

" Drunk, drugged, knocked out, beaten, tied up, raped, ridiculed, threatened, invaded, kissed,
fucked, (view spoiler), deprived, grieved, (view spoiler). Helpless. Though still unbroke. For
whatever that was worth."

| wasin awe of heroine'sintelligence and artistry of playing with his mind. She went through what she had to
go through, it was horrible, terrifying, hurtful, both physical and emotional, but in the end it was the mean to
win.

Oh, yes, the heroine was one badass motherfucker, like Uma, badass motherfucker.

I would recommend it to all of you who like dark, twisted, mindfucking, thougths provoking books.

Buddy read with my lovely friend Bev ** Read like a Champion**

Gitte TotallyBookedBlog says

Writing: 5 stars for the intense and intelligent writing.

Emotions: 5 stars - It brought extremely intense emotions. | have never read anything like this.
Characters: 3 stars - Only the roles of Rapist and Victim feature in this story and we are given nothing on
them, which yes served a purpose but left so many questions unanswered!

Overall story taking in my feelings of the ending: 3 stars

Content: Un-rateable: Extremely graphic depictions of rape, sex, and violence that is not for the faint-
hearted and | struggled. Thiswas avery difficult read for me.

Do | subscribeto shock value? Do you?

| couldn’t help thinking about this question, as | read this story, freaking myself out by being unable to put it
down as the obscene depravity actually caused meto feel sick to my stomach. Okay I'll be honest with you, |
actually was sick....once. Let’sget it all out there...this entire story is psychologically beyond anything |
have ever known or read about rape. It scared me, | cried, it pulled me way past my boundary, my
safety....right over the edge into the darkest place | have ever been thrown by a story. | questioned myself, |
guestioned issues raised in this book making something irrational make sense asin “what is the worst thing
that could happen to me...how do | compare, and in relation to what and who?”



The writing is exceptional and intelligent. If this had not been the case | would never have finished it. The
brilliance of the writing made me turn every page, much like an endurance test at times as | needed to know
how this macabre storyline was going to end. Don’t get me wrong | asked myself continuously why on earth
| was il reading and at times | had to stop. However, at no point could | stop thinking about this story
whilst reading, which made me pick it right back up. Do | fully understand why? No....no | actually don't.

As areader thereis no gentle easing into the crux of the storyline. Our female lead wakes up with her rapist
right from the get go. In fact she wakes up whilst in the act of being raped.

On the whole, your focusis solely and purely on the actions of the rapist and his victim over two days of hell
on earth.

It'sapsychological battle of wills between a psychopath and his victim. A victim; who gquestions with
defiance yet with the respect necessary for her situation.

We do not get to know anything about the rapist and his victim other than the fact that he was hired to break
her psychologically into nothing. In relation to what they look like, their names or who or what they really
are, we remain clueless.

We know them as the rapist/he and the victim/her. It is purely about the actions and the consequent feelings
and emotions. The writing here is so cleverly played because it makes the actions super magnified; thereis
nothing else, we see and feel only that. The emotions intensified because your complete focus is taken up by
that. Brutal!

The strength and the hope right at the core of our victim is staggering...she puts up afight with her words;
her cunning, her personality is her ultimate strength. The back and forth; the battle of wills, to put it mildly
and for want of a more accurate expression, between the rapist and the victim blew my mind!

Therapist is arrogant, egotistical and has no boundaries. He believes himself to be flawless, arape artist. A
mastermind in breaking and stripping his victim of her rational thought through physical pain extending into
the core of her being. Destroying her hope and her self-preservation; driving her into a shadow and extreme
soul destruction.

The ending was anticlimactic. The possible ending being what | kept on reading to know. | was left un-
satisfied. A small victory sure, but | needed...no craved more. | needed more than one of my many questions
answered. | did not feel satisfied; rather | felt cheated.

One word will haunt me for along time to come: Checkmate

To me; this song; these lyrics paints an emotional picture of thisstory...I had it playing in my head as| was
reading:

Pearl Jam - Footsteps
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cf1I7L...

Candace says



It's been weeks since | finished this book and I'm still trying to digest it. | can say with confidence that this
book was one of the most disturbing books that I've ever read...and | read a LOT of dark, disturbing content.
Where do | even begin with this one?

First of all, this book is definitely not for everyone. It isfull of offensive, twisted content that many readers
will not be able to stomach. The book focuses on the repeated rape, degradation and abuse of the female
protagonist over a series of days, as the perpetrator tries to break her mind, body and soul.

Unlike most of the dark stories that | read, this book was not eroticain any shape or form. It was raw, brutal
and grim. If | had to classify it, I'd say it was more of a psychological suspense than anything. Expect to be
appalled, and even terrified, by the content of this book.

That said, | have to give credit to the author for crafting such a unique story. It was unlike anything that I've
ever read before. The author doesn't attempt to romanticize the situation or make the bad guy endearing in
any way, shape or form.

At the same time, the book manages to be compelling. The battle of wills between the rapist and the victim -
who both remain unnamed for the entirety of the book - was highly intriguing. This was an exploration of the
human psyche and the lengths that one will go to survive.

Aside from the victim's determination, the author also explores the rapists sinister motivations. Nothing is
held back. | cringed while reading this and had to take several breaksin order to finish it. The brutality and
graphic nature was overwhelming, lending to the realistic feeling of this story. Even for me, this content was
shocking.

The story begins when the victim wakes up mid-rape. That opening sets the stage for what isto come. She
soon realizes that in order to survive this horrific ordeal that she must outsmart her attacker. In this case, that
means pretending to be awilling party to the repeated rapes.

The rapist has never encountered avictim like her before. Even as he is trying to break her down, he grows
to admire her strength and wit. As much as he is capable of feeling for her, he does in his own sick way.
Rapist and victim grow to have a sort of "respect” for each other in many ways, even as they are determined
to destroy one another.

Over time, there are tidbits from the victim's past that are shared with readers, but never enough to
understand why she was targeted for this crime. Possible motives are hinted at, but no concrete answers are
ever provided. That was frustrating for me. After everything, | wanted to know definitively who was
responsible for the rape by hire.

Virtually no information is ever provided about the rapist. Other than the fact that he was hired to rape and
break her, we'releft in the dark. That was also an irritation for me, as | was dying to know exactly what
could make a person like him tick. | waited and waited, but it never came to light. Perhaps that isfitting, as
there often isn't a sound explanation for such senseless crimes.

| went back and forth over whether | absolutely hated this book or loved the brilliance of it. It definitely was
not an enjoyable read. In fact, it was downright painful most of thetime. Yet, it was incredibly interesting. In
the end, | settled on 3 stars. It could have gone either way. This definitely isn't one that I'd recommend to
everyone, but undoubtedly some will be equally intrigued by this exploration of the human psychein such a
horrifying situation.



~ Becs~says

And now for something completely different!

| think it's safe to say that | have never read anything quite like this devastating novel before. Thisis Dark,
Darker and Darkest — the non-con novel to rule them all. It's not in the least bit erotic —it’s brutal and cruel
and yet also taut and compelling. | felt like | was reading an existentialist Albert Camus novel —adeep
exploration of the psychological anatomy of arape.

Thisis purely atwo-hander — only the rapist and his victim appear in this story. They have no physical
descriptions, we don’'t know their ages and they are not named, they are just him and her, he and she — we get
to know them through what they say, what they feel and their actions throughout the novel. There's actually a
distinct lack of any descriptions which | feel is deliberate on behalf of the author. Objectsin the house are
mentioned but never described and | fed that thisis done to sharpen our focus on what is happening.

Nothing else matters. It's al about what is happening between them.

Sheis being raped to order and wakes to find him already deep inside her right at the beginning but her rapist
isordered to deal out more than just physical and sexual torture — heis ordered to and personally desiresto
destroy her psychologically but sheis made of much sterner stuff than he could possibly ever have
anticipated. During her first rape he tells her it will only be over when she comes and she shocks him by
finding temporary respite deep within her mind and detaching herself emotionally from the situation and is
ableto orgasm. He considers her a worthy opponent and readies himself for the fight ahead.

From this moment, a battle royale commences. He has never met anyone quite like her before and they are
locked in mortal combat to the bitter and twisted end. She has a staggering strength of mind and even though
she recognises her own physical powerlessness, she clings on to hope that her particular collection of
personality traits are the perfect set to deal with someone like him and the situation sheis now in. They
engage in intellectual fencing, a mockery of romance as she remains helpless but yet unbroken. She clings
onto the belief that she can out think and out emote him.

Her gregarious rapist is smug and self-assured and completely convinced that he isingenious and creative
enough to break through the protective, intellectual padding of her tormented mind, to force the buried
feelings right to the surface, to get her to the point where the physical pain heisinflicting will extend into

her mind, to push her to that final moment of destruction. He considers himself arape artist and is convinced
he will he get her to the point when her crushed hope will finally push her into despair to become just a dead
soul in a co-operative body where there is no beginning and no end, just an eternal painful presence under his
dominion.

There was a moment in the book which chilled me to the bone, put fear in my heart and froze my blood —
when he leaned over and whispered in her ear ‘ Checkmate'! | swear all | could hear at that moment was the

frantic pounding of my own heart as the tears poured down my face.

There's avery profound question at the centre of the novel to ponder - why is rape considered to be an



incurable wound? What makes rape the very worst thing that can happen to awoman? If awoman is raped -
isthis worse than if she beaten to within an inch of her life? It did make me stop and think but | came up
with no answers. At least not yet - | am still thinking about it.

Thisis an astonishingly good novel. B.G. Harlen — | don’t even know if they’re aman or awoman but | bow
down at their feet. Their stunning way with words, the cruel way with which they screwed with my brain —|
feel emotionally wrung out, totally devastated after finishing this story. | know I’ ve read something really
quite extraordinary.

Y ou might wonder why I’ ve started such a serious review of such a serious book with a quote from Monty
Python but it does fit the novel — despite everything that goes down, they do quote movies to each other and
there is some grim humour to be found here amongst the horror. | cried as| read this, | recoiled at the
imagery but | could not put it down. I'm not sure I'll ever get over it.

5 star total mindf* ckery

For morereviews, please visit Snfully Sexy Book Blog

C.J. Roberts says

| wouldn't read it again, but | found it to be: brutal, compelling, and psychologically sound.

| stayed up al night to finish this book and then had trouble sleeping. The material israw and it digsinto real
fear.

Although | thought the book was too long, went into too much depth during violent scenes and not deep
enough into character motivations or plot, | was engrossed. | couldn't look away from the horror | was
reading and so | tip my hat to the author.

| can tell the author knows quite a bit about human nature and psychology and | found myself saying things
like: "Yes. Exactly." Toward that end, certain things were affirmed for me and | learned afew others. Shame
is an absurd emotion when confronted with circumstances beyond our control. It makes people weak when
they should be strong. | like that.

Anyway, this book is definitely a mindfuck. | don't recommend it for anyone who doesn't have a strong
stomach. Thisis NOT aromance. No one is redeemed. There is nothing beautiful to hold on to throughout
the story. Thereis only survival. Thereis only the struggle to win no matter the consequence.




