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Knowledge is power: A to Z design definitions At last: a highly affordable, user-friendly handbook on design
that covers all the major concepts, materials, and styles over the last 150 years with concise, easy-to-
understand definitions. And as you'd expect from TASCHEN, it's packed cover to cover with outstanding
images too. An absolutely indispensable book for all design fans! The editors: Charlotte J. and Peter M. Fiell
run adesign consultancy in London specializing in the sale, acquisition, study and promotion of design
artifacts. They have lectured widely, curated a number of exhibitions, and written numerous articles and
books on design and designers, including TASCHEN?S 1000 Lights, 1000 Chairs, Design of the 20th
Century, Industrial Design A-Z, Designing the 21st Century, and Scandinavian Design.
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Alaa says

| flipped through this book in the library, and it looked pretty interesting, so | picked it up. The Design
Handbook is a beginner's guide to design, and it covers various concepts, materials and styles through time
(mainly modern time).

The writing in this book is clear and easy to read through. Non-fiction books can be boring for me, and |
didn't find this one boring (almost). Moreover, the topics in this book are quite interesting, however, multiple
topics are repeated alot through out the book, making it alittleirritating. | don't want to re-read about the
same topic.

| am personally not well-knowledged about design, design trends and materials, so this book is an eye-
opening read for my case. Nevertheless, | was hoping to receive more from this book (which didn't happen),
and toward the end of the book, | simply lost interest in it.

It isinteresting reading about all the design movements from the 18th and 19th century, but the authors of
the book could've covered alittle more about older periodstoo. At the beginning of the book, a couple old
design trends are covered, and then directly after we never go back to anything before the 18th century. This
led to the book being quite repetitive. It would talk about materials, movements, art institutions,
magazines/journals and theories from that time era, and it keeps mentioning modernism and post-
modernism... and so on.

It isan okay read for me. | don't hate it, but | don't like it either.

Nonetheless, if you are looking for abook that covers the topics | have mentioned in my review, you might
actually enjoy reading this book and find it interesting.

Alessandro says

Non ho trovato il titolo in italiano, tradotto per la Taschen "Guida al design"”.

Idea e impostazione del libro sono ottime. Sostanzialmente il libro é fatto e pensato bene, peccato che sia
stato scritto con un italiano un po' pesante. Ma probabilmente per essere sintetici non si € potuto fare
atrimenti. Il libro ripercorre per filo e per segno e sempre in modo sintetico la storiadel design attraverso
non solo le correnti artistiche e filosofiche, ma anche attraverso grandi invenzioni e scoperte come quelle:
dellabachelite, dell'aluminio, della ceramica, dellafibradi carbonio, ed altre.




