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The Jacobs family has lived at Orley Court for generations. But when Vanessa Jacobs’s husband dies and
leaves the property to her, she finds costs spiralling out of control. In order to stay in their beloved home, she
and her daughters will have to sell part of it off—a decision that drives a wedge between Vanessa and her
live-in mother-in-law.

The new owners of the north wing are Laurence Sturridge and his father, Marcus. Laurence wants to escape
the constant pressure of his corporate job in London, while Marcus longs to heal from the grief of losing his
wife. Could the beauty of Orley Court offer them a fresh outlook on life?

As the two families embark on a challenging new chapter over the course of a glorious English summer,
secrets are revealed and relationships tested. But as Orley Court begins to weave its magic over them, will it
be love, above all, that brings the two families together?
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From Reader Review Love in an English Garden for online ebook

Ria says

In her latest book- LOVE IN AN ENGLISH GARDEN, Victoria Connelly invites the readers to meet the
family living at Orley court and to take a stroll through their enchanting English garden. I immensely
enjoyed this book- it's incredibly soothing and relaxing. The Orley garden puts everyone at ease with its
charm. Connelly's evocative writing assists in bringing the garden in its full beauty to the reader's mind. This
book is the best spring read I have read so far, I assure you.

The story chiefly centres around the Jacobs family. Vanessa- who is still grieving the loss of her beloved
husband - and her two daughters and mother-in-law. They decide to sell the North wing when the financial
troubles start cropping up. The story continues by introducing new members of Orley court and a unique
team working on restoring the garden to its prior beauty.

LOVE IN AN ENGLISH GARDEN is the first Victoria Connelly book I've read and surely, it won't be the
last. Even the cover of this book is so inviting; it promises an old-fashioned kind of tale and that's exactly
what it delivers. The fans of stories set in English countryside can't resist it at all.

This book discusses quite a few women-centric concerns, but mainly of finding hope and love after the death
of dear ones. The lives of the characters make us think how painful it is to live with only the memories of
people who mattered the most to us once; of how lonely and desolate one experience from time to time. The
author throws light on this subject from three different points of views and it was enlightening to see how it
differs from person to person.

Albeit the story begins pretty well, it can be trifle slow-paced towards the middle. But don't stop there, keep
reading on for you will be delighted once you have finished reading it. The cheerful feelings- with which this
story is pervaded - is infectious, it put me in a light-hearted mood. It has a handful of endearing characters,
whose tales Orley Court gently unfurls for the readers to delight in. I'm already looking forward to reading
more books by this author.

Put LOVE IN AN ENGLISH GARDEN on top of your Spring TBR, pals.

Ann says

I found this such an enjoyable book to read. The characters were well drawn and sympathic and I loved the
descriptions of the garden.

Kiran says

An inoffensive but also instantly forgettable novel.
A sort of book-version of a Channel 5 afternoon movie. The writing style was a bit plodding and flat,
although mercifully didn't drag on too long. There was no need to try and cram two separate romances into



this one novel, and no breathing space for it to be honest. To use an analogy that fits with the context of the
book, the seeds of the romance between Vanessa and Jonathan were sown, began to bud immediately and
then blossomed into full bloom, all within the few short months of one summer - and with them only having
had about two dates. Both Tilda and Laurence were watered down rather insipid characters and their
relationship didn't feel at all natural or believable. It was all rather forced, and unnecessary. The only
interesting characters who seemed to have any depth to them were Jasmine and Marcus. As a 99p Kindle
daily deal, it's a decent enough "by the pool" summer read.

Isabella says

Picture perfect!
What a fantastic story! I am ever so grateful to NetGalley for providing an advanced copy of this book prior
to publication.
I am a great fan of Victoria Connelly's books, and I must say this is one of her best.
Imagine being transported in an idyllic setting, imagine a series of beautiful watercolours, imagine your
favourite British landscapes.
Just imagine. The story will provide a balanced, sweet, uplifting turn of events, where the characters are
mere extras and the protagonist is, to me, the beautiful English garden.
It is so well written that you'll manage to even smell the flowers, hear the nightingale, feel the Summer
sunshine on your skin.
I absolutely loved it.

Linzie Aucote says

I liked this story, lots going on with numerous characters all playing their part. Yet again Victoria writes a
story that you can instantly picture the scene that she has set. The was one character i didn't warm too which
was tilda and I'm not really sure why. I did like jazzy and marcus I think because they were to the point and
didn't beat around the bush.
A perfect spring read.
Thank you to netgalley for letting me read this prior to publication. Can't wait to purchase my own copy for
my shelf.

Karen Mace says

This was one of those lovely and easy to read books that are full of wonderful characters, set around a
gorgeous home and gardens and just made me smile throughout as the people were trying to move on with
their lives after losing loved ones, and looking for a new start!

Enjoy all the books from this author so will be reading more!



Tina says

3 1/2 *

If you love old houses and beautiful English Gardens then this is a book you will enjoy. A story about a
family dealing with loss but enduring and finding love. It is told at a slower pace (almost like taking a
leisurely stroll through the gardens.) The romances in the book were sweet, reminding me of an old-
fashioned romance. The setting of the grand manor, Orley Court in Sussex was beautiful. I could imagine the
gardens as I was reading the book. The author did a lovely job with the descriptions. It's a perfect Spring
time book!

I'd like to thank NetGalley and Lake Union Publishing for allowing me the opportunity to read this advanced
copy.

Kim says

This book was so beautifully written that it drew me into its pages and had me lost in the garden descriptions
so well that I could imagine that I had actually visted Orley Court and met everyone who lived and worked
there. You could picture perfectly every flower that was planted and the walled vegetable garden. I loved this
description

" There was something very special about the countryside at dusk; it seemed to be breathing out, relaxing
into itself after a long day."

I totally felt as though I'd spent glorious days wandering around the gardens and was sitting at a bench at the
end of the day just reflecting on the blissful day.

I loved the characters - Vanessa lives at Orley court with her dragon of a mother in law and her two
daughters. Both are very arty girls- one loves painting and the other had a spell as the latest singing
sensation. When Vanessa is made to realise that they need to sell part of the house to ensure it stays in their
family, some very hard decisions have to be faced. Her mother in law particularly takes it badly as it didn't
happen under her 'reign' as lady of the manor.

The romance throughout the book is very sweet although you are wondering exactly what secrets are going
to be revealed at some point. I loved the youth offender group working in the garden and the fact that there
are wonderful people in this world who try to help those who may have made a bad decision at some point
and help them to let their future not be blighted by the past.

The friendships between unlikely characters is heartwarming and adds extra dimension to them. I think my
favourite was between Jassy and Marcus. I found her fascinating because she is on the autistic spectrum and
some of the things she says are so believable- as they say it as they see it! I could imagine my daughter
coming out with some of her phrases. I could also imagine her art studio in the oast house as if I was sitting
with her- I wanted to look through the canvases.

My favourite flowers are white roses- so I also particularly loved this description " White flowers are
magical at night aren't they?" Jonathan said."It's like they've captured the essence of the moon in their petals



and are shining it back at the heavens". White roses will always make me think of this phrase from now on.

Holly says

This book put me in a good mood. As another reviewer had said, this book had a calming effect, I couldn't
agree more. It was just a sweet and simple story and, yet, it had such an impact on my attitude. I don't know
much about gardening or names of flowers/plants but I appreciate the beauty in a garden, especially those
English gardens. I cannot imagine the effort it takes to maintain them. There was a lot of talk about
gardening and everything that goes with it but I never was bored with that. Instead I imagined sitting on a
bench admiring all the beauty the characters were talking about. I would love to have that garden in my back
yard--what an excellent place to be able to read!!

Anyway, yes there was a lot of garden talk but there was so much more. All the characters were trying to
move on from some loss in their life. Moving or living at Orley, they were all able to grieve and find life
again. I just really enjoyed this book--I guess that's all I really want to say.

**Thank you to the publisher and Netgalley for an ARC in exchange for an honest review.

Rachel Gilbey says

It may sound bizarre but I found Love in an English Garden to be an incredibly calming read, perhaps
because of the large focus of gardens, and working in the great out doors. It is from the characters love of
nature that you really get to know more about all of them.

Not only did the book have a calming affect on me, but I also loved every second of it, which didn't really
surprise me as I do tend to be a big fan of Victoria Connelly's books. I literally couldn't put it down for the
perhaps four hours solid it took me to absorb every single word. I loved the writing style, and the focuses on
a variety of characters, so you got to know a bit more about all of the main players.

There is the Jacobs' family who own Orley Court, but the only way they can afford to still live there is to sell
the North wing, and divide the property into two. The Jacobs are mother Vanessa, who is starting to move on
with life as a widow, daughter Tilda who loves music but has fallen out of love with the music industry, and
Jassy. Jassy spends most of her time in the Oast House and is on the autistic spectrum. She adores painting
and is always found either talking about painting or creating art. She doesn't overly like change, and tends to
be quite outspoken and honest, which are endearing qualities.

There is also mother-in-law, Dolly who seems to hate Vanessa, also lives in Orley Court and is opposed to
anything that may make life better for them all. She especially takes exception to the the team Vanessa hires
to look after the garden.

Enter Jonathan and his team of young offenders, who are being rehabilitated with honest hard work, and are
a great bunch of youngsters to get to know.

Then there are the people that bought the north wing, father and son, Marcus and Laurie. Marcus has seemed
lost since his wife died two years ago, and Laurie is needing a change of pace.



Watch out for unlikely alliances forming, friendships blossoming, and sprouts of romance being planted,
with all of these vastly varied characters.

There are a whole host of storylines, which all work together with the focus on the two families and their
garden. It may sound when I put it like that rather mundane, but in fact, its fabulous, with so much focus on
the people, the interactions, to such an extent that I'm sad the book has finished and that I won't be able to
spend any more time at Orley Court.

Thank you so much to Lake Union Publishing and Netgalley for this copy of the book which I have reviewed
honestly and voluntarily.

Damaskcat says

I found this an entertaining and poignant read. I suspect it was the more poignant for me as the main
characters are recovering from bereavements and their feelings resonated with me. It isn't however an
unhappy book at all. Vanessa and her daughters live in Orley Court - a beautiful house with an equally
beautiful garden. Vanessa's husband has died and left the Court to her but the expense of maintaining it is
becoming too much and they must sell part of the house in order to continue living there.

Marcus and Laurence Sturridge buy the north wing and the two families gradually settle down to share the
property and the garden. When Vanessa makes major decision about getting help to return the garden to its
former glory things at Orley Court start to change for all the residents. This is a well written relatively light
story with some interesting characters and I found the gardening background interesting even though I don't
enjoy gardening in the flesh! I much prefer reading about it.

I'm sure Victoria Connelly's many fans will love this book though I found it a little too sentimental for my
taste. I do like the cover art - it really does sum up the whole book for me.

Bee says

A copy of this book was given in exchange for an honest review.

(This review can also be found here: https://beautifulilies.wordpress.com/2017/03/14/love-in-an-english-
garden-by-victoria-connelly/)

Connelly only had to whisper the words “Orley Court” to have me hooked. Anything to do with old English
manor houses, courts, castles, is already a must-read on my list. This novel is every bit promising as the
synopsis sounds. Connelly is an exceptional writer who has a power with words that very few authors seem
to possess these days.

This is the first book I’ve read by this author so I can’t compare it to her previous works. However,
Connelley’s sensational ability to intertwine characters and plots to deliver what stories are really about is
rare and astounding. The characters’ backgrounds were so varied which made the novel so much more
interesting, displaying the power of the author’s imagination.



The only thing about this novel was in the middle and towards the end when some of the writing seemed
rushed. Dialogue was sometimes emotionless bar the odd bit of punctuation, and there were passages with
detail so little that I, as a reader, couldn’t quite envisage what the author wanted me to. But the worst of the
poorly-written parts are still better than many of the better-written parts in other novels, and this is what
really stood out in the book for me.

I would definitely recommend this novel to anyone who’s interested in the mysterious workings of the world
and how sometimes stars align, people meet in all the right places, and the world could be ending but
everything just works out.

Pam says

Love in an English Garden is by Victoria Connelly. This beautiful story is set in Sussex, England in a little
village where a beautiful mansion, Orley, is set. Its gardens were famous although now they were only for
the family and were rather rundown.
Vanessa had come down from London and met Oliver Jacobs and was lost. They had been married for thirty
years and raised two lovely daughter, Tilda and Jasmine or Jassy. His Mother, Dolly, lived with them. After
Oliver died of cancer, the four Jacobs women shared the huge house. Dolly and Vanessa did not get along
and Dolly constantly criticized Vanessa. Tilda left home to have a singing career and came home in disgrace.
She now taught individuals and at the schools. Jassy spent her time in the oast house where she painted
constantly. She also was very honest and told it like it was. Vanessa was an interior decorator and worked
around the area. With all their income together, they had a hard time keeping up Orley. Tilda came up with
the idea of selling half the house, the North wing. Then they could still live in their house. After some
doubts, they did just that and sold the North wing to Laurence Sturridge.
Laurence or Laurie quit his job, sold his condo, and moved with his Father to Orley. He started his own
finance business. It began to take off. Laurie took an interest in Tilda’s music life while his Father began
painting with Jassy.
Then Vanessa ran into Jonathan Dacre, a gardener, who also worked with troubled teens. He convinced her
to let them use the walled garden to teach these teens to garden and along the way to teach them to get along
in the world without turning to crime. Will they work out or would the teens decide to rob Orly?
The gardens are so lovely and the flowers are described in such loving words that you can actually see the
gardens when they are in full bloom.

Lynne says

Another winner I found this on Facebook as a free read and really loved it ! A new author for me I loved her
story which was so beautifully written .

Pouting Always says

The writing was okay and so was the plot. It's a feel good romance book, I don't really have much to say
about it because there's nothing really bad or good about it.




