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Ernie Banks, named for the legendary Chicago Cub shortstop, is atroubled, 13-year-old juvenile delinquent.
Abandoned on the doorstep of the Lakeside Home for Boys when he was three years old, he's now
considered a"lifer," a permanent ward of the state. His only proof that he once belonged to somebody is a
vintage Ernie Banks baseball card, a crystal acorn he wears on a string around his neck, and a strange spira
birthmark on the bottom of his right foot.

Asalast reprieve before being sent to ajuvenile detention facility, Ernieis alowed to spend three weeks on
aworking farm. When Ernie arrives at the home of Russ Frazier, he learns that the widower's baby was
kidnapped years before. The single piece of evidence was ared quilt found in a puddle in the nearby woods.
Fascinated by the town's famous "Quilt Baby" kidnapping, Ernie is determined to solve the case. He teams
up with Joey, alocal tomboy, to investigate clues that lead them on a dangerous journey into a forbidden
world of dark secrets, magic puddles, and the cavernous underground kingdom of the Puddlejumpers-
eleven-inch tall water creatures with whom Ernie has a mysterious connection.

When destiny summons, Ernie must find the courage to save the Puddlejumpers from the Most Dark and
lead them in battle against their mortal enemies. Only then can he find his way home.
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From Reader Review Puddlegjumpersfor online ebook

Lara'ssays

Synopsis: Who is Ernie Banks? He thinks he's an orphan roughing it out in the Lakeside School for boys.

However, what he truly is, is something much more vital, powerful and mysterious. He is magical and the
survival of the Puddiejumpers (along with the rest of humanity) depends on him recalling al that they've
lovingly shown him.

Review : “ Whoodeewhoooo!” Thisis the story of young orphan Ernie Banks deposited thirteen years earlier
at the Lakeside School for Boys with nothing but a Chicago cubs baseball card (courtesy of the trucker that
found him alongside the road) and a beautifully crafted, crystal acorn necklace (courtesy of the
Puddlejumpers). Ernie is unconsciously connected to a mythical, magical underground world that he cannot
recall. The mystery of hisarrival, hismagical childhood, his kidnapping, his family al becomes one gigantic,
well-written, thrilling adventure that unfolds the moment he steps off the businto the small, dirt road town
known as Circle.

Critical Reviews :One Reader announced, "Brilliantly written and conceived, it's full of kidnappings,
rescues, daredevil escapes, evil Troggs, Red Grunts and indomitable Puddlejumpers, with a fantastic new
and complex young protagonist, Ernie Banks'.Another adds, "If you can read the opening chapter of
PUDDLEJUMPERS and fail to be compelled to continue, sign up at the nearest "1 Wouldn't Know Quality
Literature If It Hit Me In The Face seminar!". Y ep, that about sumsit up.

Clarasays

Es una historia muy linda que te sorprendera mucho. Este libro no se si esta en espafiol pero si sabesinglés
definitivamente deberias darle una oportunidad ya que muy probablemente te va a gustar. Es una historia
muy linda de un chico llamado Ernie Banks que esta en un hogar para nifios pero yatiene trece afios y no han
encontrado un hogar paraé. Es un nifio problema con una extrafia historia. Cuando es dejado en €l hogar
paranifios o Unico q lleva con é es una bellota de cristal que tiene una historiade lacua é no se acuerda.
Pequefios signos de su pasado empiezan a salir alaluz pero no son suficiente para que el descubra su pasado.
Como una ultima oportunidad antes de ser enviado a una prision juvenil, aErnie se le permite ir alagranja
de Russ Frazier con quien esta conectado pero ninguno de los dos lo sabe. Ernie intenta encontrar a hijo
perdido de Russ junto con Joey, una chica alaque conocio al llegar al pueblo. Esta blsquedalosllevaaun
vigje muy peligroso a un mundo de secretos prohibidos, charcos magicosy el mundo subterraneo de los
"Puddlejumpers", criaturas més pequefias que unareglay con quiénes Ernie tiene una conexién. Cuando €l
destino Ilama, Ernie debe encontrar el valor para para salvar alos Puddlejumpersy guiarlos en laguerra
contra sus enemigos mortales. Sélo entonces podra encontrar su camino a casa.

Jackie says

| picked this book up while browsing at the library, and | definitely enjoyed reading it. What | liked better
though was reading this book to my three siblings who also enjoyed it. | think this book is more interesting
read out loud then to yourself. | especially liked how the story line/plot worked itself out so neatly. | highly
recommend this book for about 8-12 year olds.



Rose says

This was a cute, sweet book, more oriented for kids | think. The hero isa 13 year old orphan who gets sent to
livein afarm for 3 weeks when he getsin trouble with the law. During histime at the farm he manages to
solve the case of the missing Quilt Baby who was kidnapped from the farm years ago & thus figuring out his
own life story & his history with the adorable little creatures called Puddlgumpers.

Nancy says

If you liked Lord of the Rings, you love thisone. A world of 12-inch high Puddlejumpers looking for their
Rainmaker" to bring the rains back to a drought-stricken world. Is the troubled orphan, Ernie Banks, the real
Rainmaker? A great full-scale battle at the end of the book!

colleen the convivial curmudgeon says

25

Thisis acute little middle-grade story which doesn't quite cross age-barriers, but which | think people of the
ageit'swritten for would probably love. It reminded me, in some ways and at some times, of Ferngully,
which | loved as achild - though it's not so similar to seem derivative.

But the story's a bit twee at times and, at times, | find the action hard to follow. One second they'd be over
doing one thing, and then, all of a sudden, over there doing something else. There was alot of thisjumping
around, especially when the Puddlejumpers were directly involved in the story, but it wasn't so bad that |
wasn't generally ableto figure out where | was.

It doesn't break any ground, and it's pretty predictable for those who know these types of stories, but, till, a
decent enough read and, again, something | think the younger-types would enjoy a good deal more.

Deena Qais says

LOVED IT! SUPER GOOOD! WELL WRITTEN! SO MANY SECRETS NEEDING TO BE HEARD!

Stacy Tolbert says

Thiswas one of the first real novels my kids LOVED. We got the audiobook when they were both too little
to read chapter books by themselves, and they were bonkers for it. Honestly, | liked it alot too. Fun story.



Cindy Mitchell *Kissthe Book* says

Jean, Mark Puddlejumpers, 328p. Hyperion- Language: PG, Sexual Content:G, Violence:PG-

Ernie Banks, named after the Chicago Cubs Shortstop, was always a trouble-maker. At three years old, he
was abandoned on the doorstep of the Lakeside Home for Boys. As an orphan, he aways wondered who he
belonged to before. Now he gets sent to afarm to learn how to behave. Once he hears about the "Quilt Baby"
case, heisdetermined to solveit. While trying to figure the case, he meets the Puddlejumpers. Somehow he
has a special connection to them. Will he be able to solve his own mysterious past?

I thought this book was a cute story on finding where Ernie belonged. The mystery was compelling. | realy
enjoyed this book.

MS- ADVISABLE. Student Reviewer: CW

Beka says

So many new types of creatures in this really imaginative story. Some things were obvious, but other twists
really took me by surprise. Overal, | really enjoyed this book!

Lisa Gibson says

Puddlejumpers by Mark Jean and Christopher Carlson. Thiswasin the teen section at my library. |
personally feel they should re-shelve in the middle grade area. 1t’ s solidly for 9-12 year olds. The main
character grows up in an orphanage. There is a sub-plot here that we go through and the main overall theme
isreveaed later. | will say the plot did have some complexities but | stick with my younger age group for
this book. This story was well put together, moved quickly and kept me reading. In the end, the main
character, Ernie has to join with the puddlejumpers to save the town. Y ou wind up being a silent observer
who's cheering Ernie on the whole way.

Heather says

Thefirst 3/4 of the book were intriguing and exciting, but the big battle scene felt really flat. | think the battle
would have worked in afilm, but in abook it was abit hard to follow and anti-climactic.

Caroline says

I'm not gonnalie. | didn't love this book. If | had to give it arating based on just what | thought about it, it'd
get abig, fat, 1. But | have issues with talking rocks. Thisisthe second fantasy book I've read recently that



involved atalking rock (the other was Tamora Pierce's Melting Stones), and for some reason that is a plot
element that just shuts me down. | thought the evil neighbors that were actually monsters were a hit
ridiculous aswell. So it wasn't afantasy book for me, but | do think it is a fantasy book that will have wide

appeal.

Puddlejumpers are elf like creatures that live beneath the earth's surface in wonderful water filled landscapes.
They love water and live to protect mother nature (the talking rock). But they have enemies. The trogs--
stinky smelly creatures that hate water and want to enslave the puddlejumpers and make the entire earth a
scorching wasteland. And then there's 13 year old Erine Banks--an orphan left on the steps of the Lakeview
home for boys when he was 3 with just a baseball card that gave him his name and a crystal acorn tied
around his neck.

The book iswritten with a strong storytelling voice that lends its self well to reading aloud and the story in
general has acinematic quality to it. Ernie Banks, the baseball and mischief loving orphan adds boy appeal .
Puddlejumpers was on VOY As Top Shelf list last year, and while it didn't make my list of favs, | can see
why others might like it.

Alex Kurtz says

This books overall plot was just really weird. Pretty much the only reason | read it was to see how Russ
found out that "Ernie" was his son, Shawn Frazier. Little elves stealing a baby and calling him their
rainmaker. | don't actually see what was so special about him considering that he wasn't above and beyond
anybody elsein the story. Any elf could have thrown the crystal acorn, which was a pretty stupid ideain my
opinion, into the live furnace.

Lisa says

Puddle jumpers remind me of Brownies but they love water. Baby kid napping, ugly monsters, orphans,
farmers, magic and best friends this book hasit all. | would love more puddle jumper stories.




