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Au lendemain d'une fusillade a Naples, Matteo voit seffondrer toute raison d'ére : son petit garcon est mort.
Nuit aprés nuit, a bord de son taxi vide, il senfonce dans la solitude et parcourt au hasard les rues de laville.
Un soir, dans un minuscule café, il fait la connaissance du patron, Garibaldo, de I'impénitent curé don
Mazerotti, et surtout du professeur Provolone, personnage haut en couleur, aussi érudit que sulfureux, qui
tient d'étranges discours sur laréalité des Enfers. Et qui prétend qu'on peut y descendre... Ceux qui meurent
emmenent dans I'au-dela un peu de notre vie, et nous désespérons de la recouvrer, tant pour eux-mémes gue
pour apaiser notre douleur.

C'est dans la conscience de tous les deuils - les siens, les nétres - que Laurent Gaudé oppose alamort un des
mythes les plus forts de I'histoire de I'numanité. Solaire et ténébreux, captivant et haletant, La Porte des
enfers nous emporte dans un « voyage » ou le temps et |e destin sont détournés par lavolonté d'arracher un
étre au néant
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Lisa says

The Underworld doesn’t often make it into the books | read. | used to read Charles Mikolaycak’s exquisite
illustrated version of the story of Orpheus and his doomed quest for Eurydice to my students, and of course
thereis Dante' s Inferno which tells the story of the poet’ s journey through Hell, guided by the shade of
Virgil. But as Professor Provolone remarksin this novel, the modern world regards such ideas as insane.

Laurent Gaudé' s Hell’ s Gate — with its allusion to Dante's concentric circles of suffering on the cover —isa
story of parents driven mad by grief when their eight-year-old only child Pippo is shot dead in the crossfire
of agangland shootout in Naplesin 1980. But the story beginsin 2002 with an adult Pippo on a vengeful
quest. Heis a barista par excellence who makes coffee that isjust right for however his customers are
feeling, but he' s about to abandon his growing fame because he' s going to take his revenge on Toto
Cullaccio, the man who shot him and got away with it scot-free. And he' s not afraid of what he’s about to
do...

| sip my coffee dowly asthe steam rises off it. I’'m not afraid. I’ ve aready been to hell —what
could possibly be scarier than that? All | have to fend off are my own nightmares. At night, the
bloodcurdling cries and groans of pain come flooding back. | smell the nauseating stench of
sulphur. The forest of souls surrounds me. At night, | become a child again, begging the world
not to swallow me up. (p.6)

To read the rest of my review please visit https://anzlitlovers.com/2017/03/17/h...

Cathy says

| received an advance review copy courtesy of NetGalley and publisher, Gallic Books, in return for an honest
review.

Thisisastrangely unnerving little book, blending a story of loss and vengeance with elements of magical
realism and questions about the nature of life and death. Gaude powerfully depicts the impact on Matteo and
hiswife, Guiliana, of their son’s death. Matteo is consumed by guilt, constantly reliving the day his son was
shot and wondering about “the minute microscopic changes that could have altered the course of events’.
Guiliana s response is implacable anger — at the man who killed their son, at the sympathy of friends and
relatives, even at God for allowing it to happen — becoming like some avenging angel or heroine of Greek
tragedy. Her challenge, “Bring me my son, Matteo. Bring him back to me” sees Matteo embark on a
Dantesque journey. A thought provoking read that | admired rather than loved.

See my full review at https://whatcathyreadnext.wordpress.c...



Bo'ness Library Bookgroup says

"When his son iskilled by gangsters crossfire on hisway to school, Neapolitan taxi driver Matteo is
consumed by despair. But just when he feelslife haslost all meaning, he encounters a man who claims the
living can find ways into the afterlife. And legend says that there's an entrance to the underworld beneath
Naples. What if Matteo had a chance of bringing Pippo back from the dead?"

We found it impossible to categorise this book. It isn't Crime, although crimes are committed, and it isn't
Horror, although some of it is horrific. It isn't really abook you "enjoy" as the themes of the loss of a child,
the ensuing grief, revenge, redemption, and love make for quite painful reading. It is very well written,
though of courseweread it in translation, and it gave us alot to think about and discuss. Thereisavery
bleak portrayal of the underworld, very vivid and descriptive, reminiscent of Dante's 'Inferno’, 'Pilgrim's
Progress, and the paintings of Hieronymus Bosch, some very odd yet likable characters, and the story lineis
unlike anything we had read before. Our rating of 2 starsis possibly abit harsh, and as the book is quite
short, we would recommend trying this if you like books that are unusual and intriguing.

Chrissie says

Thisis abrave book that changes the way we think about what happens after death .1 found it very haunting
and heart wrenching for the parents of the dead little boy ,but the aspect of a Hells Gate was very daunting
and frightening .Why would an innocent child end up in hell, what happened to Heaven ? | loved the
characters and its true that when a tragedy happensto afamily it either makes them stronger or tears them
apart .If you could exchange your life for the life of your dead child you would .

Jimena says

A thrilling story that will change the way to think about death and what lies beyond.

Jim Coughenour says

What began (I thought) as a Neapolitan revenge story shifted into a more sinister key, with visions of the
afterlife more horrifying than anything in Virgil or Dante. | found the plot almost incoherent, and fairly
sickening — despite (at mid-book) a somewhat enjoyable cast of disreputable characters, including a café
owner who can craft a coffee for any mood or occasion. | need a cup now to chase this story from my mind.
Death comes as the end, said Agatha Christie, and we can only hope she's right.




Aaron Nash says

2 and a half stars.

Sometimes when you read a book it just doesnt do it for you. Thiswas one of those times. It isnt bad, but i
just found myself bored with it. The characters werent all that good to read about and for arelatively short
book many timesi found that it dragged.

The premiseitself isinteresting though and the descriptions of hell were really smart.

It was Good but not great.

| received a copy of this from netgalley and these are my thoughts.

Mandy says

| enjoyed this up to a point. Gaudé writes so well, so fluently and so empathetically that his exploration of
how grief and loss undo couple Matteo and Guiliana after the death of their son is both haunting and very
moving. But | just couldn’t buy into the central premise of the book that there exists some sort of

mythol ogical underworld with access from our own world and the events that transpire in that cross-over
from one world to the next didn’t work for me. Nevertheless, it’s an interesting and compelling tale and one
that has stayed with me.

Chrissays

| received and advance copy of this book from the publisher through Netgalley in exchange for and honest
review.

The nice people at Gallic books sent me an email asking meif | would "Fancy a Trip to the Underworld" and
asked me to consider reviewing this book. | confess that | wasn't sure about this one, but | do like Gallic and
they have provided a constant stream of books that | love by authorsthat | am unfamiliar with but have now
become favorites. Despite my hesitation, | gave it atry and hoped that this novel wouldn't turn out to be one
of those alegorical mind-benders that just made my brain hurt.

Wow, was | wrong.

The underworld is painfully (and geographically) real as are the terrible circumstances that bring our
protagonist Matteo to its bronze gates. His six year old son Pippo iskilled in the cross fire of a gang fire fight
and his sudden and violent death drop Matteo and his wife Giuliana down an elevator shaft of grief which
destroystheir relationship and leaves them reeling with violent thoughts of violence and revenge. Matteo
reaches out to Guiliana but she is unavailable to him and instead gives him an ultimatum--bring me back my
son or kill his murderer.

Matteo sets out on amission of revenge but instead winds up meeting up with other lost souls, also seeking
comfort, and finds a professor who tells him, in al seriousness, that the gates to the underworld are real and



that he can direct him to their location. With afaithless priest seeking redemption by his side, he enters the
underworld with the intention of dragging Pippo back into the world of the living.

The underworld is vaguely Dantesque in terms of the fact that the souls are in torment, but Gaude's
underworld is much more like the Greek Hades. The inhabitants of the underworld are "shades' whose main
suffering seemsto be a unrequited desire to return to the land of the living and there apparently is no true
heaven or hell. | won't go into more detail because to do so would be to spoil the pleasure of the discovery.
Sufficeit to say that Gaude's underworld is a very interesting and profound place with fascinating locations.

Gaude's background is theatrical and it shows in this novel. In theater it is always all about the characters and
this novel isvery theatrical in that respect. Y ou ache for these poor souls. The painisrelentlessand it is
impossible to not be moved by their suffering. However, | also found the plot, especialy when we venture
past the gates of the underworld, to be thrilling. Gaude is a wonderful writer with great style and depth.

| am pretty sure that this book will show up on my 2017 favorites list.

5 dtars.

Ryan Sparks says

I received this ARC from NetGalley and the publisher, Gallic Books.

I know I'm not the first (and I'm sure to not be the last) person to pick this one up expecting a horror novel.
However, don't let the genre deter you from giving thisaread. | was pleasantly surprised to find this was not
just another author's take on the horrors of hell. Instead, Hell's Gate focuses more on the grief and
psychological effects parents go through when losing a child. There's not much to the charactersin this
novel, though. Each one, to include the main characters, father Matteo and mother Giuliana, were incredibly
two-dimensional. | was not in any way attached to them and wasn't necessarily effected by their inevitable
fates. If it wasn't for the fact that | myself have children, | don't think | would understand the motivations of
the either of them.

That's not to say this made for abad read. To me, the characters were the only issue, but not anything that
ruins the book. The story kicks off on a high note and maintains a high level of excitement throughout.

Y ou're made aware (kind of) from the start about what's going, with the details unfolding as you continue the
journey. Even with the sequence in hell being afairly short stint, there is no shortage of action. Gaudé was
somehow able to take the af orementioned two-dimensiona characters and place them in a unique situation,
which made for atruly page-turning story.

Overadll, | give thisone a solid four stars. | am able to forgive the issue with the characters since thisatruly
original story told from a unique perspective. | recommend Hell's Gate to anyone that's a fan of a non-horror
story tackling the ideas of if life, death, and the after-life.

Breakaway Reviewers says

There is no hope in this book yet it is strangely life affirming



Although this novel is set in Naples and its surrounding areas the author is French and the book isa
translation from his mother tongue. Translated books often lose a good deal in the transition. There are afew
wonderful exceptions such as*“ The Name of the Rose” and “Focault’s Pendulum” by the marvellous, late
Umberto Eco and the Kurt Wallander series by Henning Mankell but by and large it usually pays dividends
if books can be read in the original language in the same way that foreign films often benefit from being
watched with sub titles instead of a dubbed version. Fortunately, thistrandation, asfar as| can judge, retains
al the flavour of the original.

It isastory about love but more predominantly it’s one about death. The death of six-year-old Pippo who is
caught in cross fire on an Italian street while being hurried along to school, gripping his father’s hand. The
effect of little Pippo’ s death on his parents, Matteo and Giuliana, can subsequently be experienced in the text
which follows the opening sequence. Effectively their lives stop. Nothing in the world matters — not even
each other.

A chance meeting with other dark characters leads Matteo to a determination that he can go through the gates
of Hell of thetitle and retrieve his son. He may have failed his wife but he will not fail Pippo. It may be
arrogant to suggest it but | feel that no-one who is not a parent can fully understand the love of a parent for a
child. It transcends all other types of love and most parents would give their lives for their children. What
follows is a descriptive passage par excellence. The underworld in all its glory and the suffering of the souls
of the dead.

The novel in astrange way is life affirming even though there is no explanation as to why an innocent six-
year-old should be trapped in the underworld. The reader is transfixed by the action which rolls out in front
of him and totally suspends disbelief.

Thereislittlejoy in the book. Instead there is total grief and endless sadness. It’s not at all uplifting yet it
tackles a subject most people would prefer to ignore although it is awonderful reminder that lifeis short and
transitory and death lasts for infinity. It's also a fine example of how arelatively short book can also be a
great one. Theread iswell worth the effort and highly rewarding.

mr zorg

Breakaway Reviewers received a copy of the book to review.
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Clem'ssays

sublimissime... entre la mythologie, lamarginalité et I'amour famillial... a mettre entre toutes les mains!!!

Suel ucie says

An unusual take on grief and remorse, and a very effective one. Matteo feels responsible for his son’s death
and jumps at the chance to seeif he can locate him in the underworld. He finds that ‘Hell” is a place of no
comfort, where the dead are constantly reminded of their mistakes and missed opportunities - much the same
as Matteo’ s life has become since his son died. His journey takes him through the different stages the dead
experience before they are snuffed out for good. | was particularly taken with the concept of the Spiral of the
Dead - a mechanism where spirits move inexorably towards oblivion at the centre of the whirlpaool, their
inner light dimming, some faster than others depending on how long they are still remembered back in the
land of the living. | defy anyone to become at all engaged with any of the characters, they are so sketchily
drawn, but their purpose is to lead us on the journey and that is awork of great ingenuity (and not too
gruesome, which | found arelief).

Review copy courtesy of Gallic Books via NetGalley, many thanks.

Becky says

| loved this story of guilt, revenge and loss set against the backdrop of Naples. The characters are brilliantly
portrayed and the concept of portals to the underworld being squirreled away under various citiesis handled
very well. A really interesting and we'll written short novel.




