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On an extravagant shopping spree, two robbers take Kiichi and Naoya hostage. Naoya begins to ponder his
superficial and fickle existence while looking down the barrel of agun. Reiji gets wind of the hostage
situation and wondersif he will see Naoya again.
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Clouds says

Following the resounding success of my L ocus Quest, | faced a dilemma: which reading list to follow it
up with? Variety isthe spice of life, so I've decided to diversify and pursue six different lists
simultaneously. Thisbook fallsinto my GIFTSAND GUILTY list.

Regardless of how many books ar e already queued patiently on my reading list, unexpected giftsand
guilt-trips will always see unplanned additions muscling their way in at the front.

Please note, the low score given here does not indicate thisis a bad book — the story is sweet and the artwork
isgreat —it'sjust that I’m so wide of the target audience that | don’t really know what to make of it, and
didn’t particularly enjoy it.

(I'snot you, it sme... )

Firstly, | don’t normally read manga, and Love Mode is panelled the original way, right to left. | started
reading this one night, when | was already quitetired, and my brain just couldn’t get a handle on it. Pages
right to left. Panels right to left. Words |eft to right. My eyes kept trying to read everything left to right, but |
got therein the end.

Secondly, thisis a mid-series volume (book 6) which | was reading as a stand-alone — so we come in midway
through a story arc with no backstory and no ideawho anyoneis. Again, confusing, but fine, just roll withiit.

Thirdly, thisis ‘yaoi’ —something I'd never heard of before. To quote wiki, yaoi is: “female-oriented
fictional mediathat focus on homoerotic or homoromantic male androphilic sexual relationships’. I'm a
happily married guy with a baby boy: | have no problem with homoerotic manga, but nor do | have a secret
passion for it.

So how did | end up reading this?
It was given to me as a gift.

Asabit of quick background — I limit my to- read shelf, here on goodreads, to books | actually have here on
the shelf. | keep that pool of books at 18 — three rows of six on the goodreads cover view. Once| finish a
book, | pick a new book from that pool of 18 and order in something new to replace it.

I’ ve been making a concerted effort recently to clear some of the gifts out of my to-read shelf because
otherwise they’ d languish there indefinitely (and choke up my shelf).

My wife’ s best friend is currently dating the store manager of a manga and retro-gaming shop called Super
Tomato. Before they started dating, | only knew him asthey guy | bought N64 games from (I still have a
working N64 and regard it as the golden age of gaming from my childhood). Turns out he' s got a bit of a
dry, cheeky sense of humour and for my birthday he gave me a couple of N64 games and this volume of
yaoi. | don’t think he expected meto ever actually read it — let alone be publicly reading it in a coffee shop
when we met up last week. That tickled him.



So now I'vefinished it. What can | say?

The story concerns the owner of an exclusive club (The Blue Boy) where clients hire male escorts. This
could be dleazy, but is portrayed as classy and liberating. The first short story is about the owner’ s brother
and lover getting caught up and taken hostage during an armed robbery. The second is a flashback story
about an innocent and terminally ill client. Then there’'sawrap-up. The End.

My wife got excited about the gay sex scenes. My overriding reaction was... meh.

After thisl read: A Civil Campaign

Miguel Vega says

Reiji and Naoyafinally get together, together. All that build up.

2017 update: 1t was okay, more of Reiji and Naoya drama so it was okay. The second half has astory | don't
really care about all too much.

Rosemarie says

This volume made me cry. Even though | had known what the outcome was going to be, | till wasn't
mentally prepared.

Anna C says

Akhirnya, yg dinanti2kan dari Reiji/Naoya sedari val 2... XDD
Anyway, sedih bgt dgn ending-nya Seiichi/Tomoki... T___ T

Yuu Sasih says

A bit close ups on Kiichi, Reiji's older brother, with Hiroumi, his personal assistant and bodyguard. In this
volume, Naoya and Kiichi was being kidnapped. But the real story in this volume is actually about Seichi,
one of B&B's male escort and ateenage clients. Their story broke me into tears. | think theirs was the only
bittersweet, not-too-happy-ending story in this series. | hope Seichi would be happy someday...

78sunny says

Meine Meinung:
Die Komplexitédt der Reihe wird immer héher. Es kommen jetzt sehr oft Teaser auf Ereignisse, die wohl in
spateren Banden eine Rolle spielen werden. Auch der Actionanteil ist dieses Mal recht hoch und man merkt,



dass die Mangaka mit jedem Band mehr in diese Richtung geht.

In diesem Band spielen sowohl Kiichi as auch Reiji und Naoya eine grof3e Rolle. Bel letzteren beiden
entwickelt sich die Beziehung entscheidend weiter.

Die erotischen Szenen sind dieses Mal etwas mehr im Vordergrund und das Rating ist wieder P18.
Allerdings wurde dieses Mal geschickt zensiert, was mir gefalt. Hier wird nicht einfach etwas 'wegradiert'
sondern genau aus dem richtigen Blickwinkel gezeichnet, dass man nichts verfangliches sieht. Sehr schon!
Die Zusatzstory lasst mich allerdings etwas ratlos zurlick, da sie in keinem Zusammenhang mit der restlichen
Story zu stehen scheint.

Meine Wertung:
5von 5 Sternen

DeeNeez says

Thisvolume is very suspenseful and even has afew tear jerker parts. Naoyais kidnapped as well as Reiji
brother.

Jennifer Lavoie says

| read thiswhen it first was released in the US many years ago, and despite loving it, | was only ever ableto
get the first three volumes. Now | have them all, and I'm currently bed-ridden and | decided to read through
them all - rather than do schoolwork.

Naoya and Reiji finally have their moment! There's a great scene of hilarity when Naoya and Kiichi are
kidnapped, but there is a bit of tension when Kiichi isinjured. Also, two mysterious characters show up.

The side story, though, is the real showcase of this volume. Between Seiichi and Tomoki, | cried. It really
has a bittersweet |ove story and the last page absolutely broke my heart. This series does that, but this one
story isjust tragically sad.




