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From Reader Review The Complete ldiot's Guideto Getting
Published for online ebook

Winna says

Very basicinfo. Again, different from book publishing in Indonesia (although just alittle). Useful if you
want to learn everything from the basic and not just about publicizing the book. It starts from the writing,
submitting manuscript, deadline, how the book gets into stores, and how to publicize (only about 3 chapters
about that, which is too bad).

Claire says

| read thisalittle while ago. | found its advice invaluable.

I have been keeping it on my shelf asareminder to keep writing, keep working on publishing such works as
opposed to rolling over and keep napping, keep brushing out the kittens or keep scrubbing those lovely ones
litter boxes.

However, | decided at long last it istime to get going, stop lollygagging in Lala Land.

Please know, fellow denizens of the world writ large, this author Sheree Bykofsky provides ample
information to get your mark out there - to get your say out when it is not just on the Internet! Y ou can do
something alittle more 133t than stuffing handwritten pamphlets in mailboxes, though I'm not looking
askance at any of our palitician colleagues who want us to vote this way or that, maybe even for the opposite
party next term.

The way to get your thoughts known is through following the guidelinesin this book and/or via some of the
other books out there on how to get published. | have read many of those books of political opinions and
have observed how particular reasons make opinions change to their polar opposites. But that is neither here
nor there. We are reviewing alovely publication book here which | approved of, and | think you will too if
you know what you're looking for.

| generaly avoid the Complete Idiot's Guide series, because | do not identify as a completeidiot, but |
peeked into thiswork just to prove to myself that | do not like or need the Complete Idiot series, and...

| proved myself totally wrong, | thought it actually had some pretty good data to share. And this well-
organized tomeis actually a published book from areputable publisher (Alphathe Internet suggests - they
publish Pandy and Friends; let's focus on their English offerings - Upper Intermediate and Adult. Literature
for the classroom. Um... back to the review), so | think that this text has something over all the self-
publishers out there. | don't think there's anything bad about the self-publication route! It just sounds like
publishing by yourself gets pricey, so only alittle may get out, especialy by the third and fourth printings, if
your work has generated enough of afan basis by that point.

So athough | did not use this to get published (view spoiler) | did step out of my comfort zone and get amply
rewarded. Other reviewers have commented it has a nonfiction bias, which may be so.

Y ou didn't specify you wanted to write fiction though, did you? Y ou just said you wanted to publish.



Ben Behunin says

| am glad | picked up this book early in the process of arranging my own book. It was helpful and positive.
Many of the other books out there are rather negative, or mayby just too realistic. No one likes to hear how
slim your chances are when you're pouring your soul into your work. This book offers hope, or at least a hint
there of.

Sarah J says

| give this book five stars for how informative it is, not for readability. But thisis not abook for fun. If you're
aserious writer or seriously considering being awriter, this book is a good tool for understanding how the
publishing world works. And | was very surprised to see how much work the publishing house takesin
selling abook. Bykofsky and Sander don't pull punches, explaining the likelihood your book makes the best
seller'slist or gets a second printing. But even with the cold hard facts, they still encourage you to write and
make the goal of having a published book. And it's not all dry reading, to be fair. They throw in some humor
here and there.

Shavar Ross says

An extensive and extremely informative book on getting your book published. Reading this book gave me
the confidence that | may not necessarily have to self-publish. The CD gives great samples on book
proposals, agent-author contracts, publisher contracts, info on literary agents, etc.

Rob says

As an aspiring novelist, this book didn't do much for me. | could tell by the second chapter that it was really
more oriented toward the non-fiction book writer. Example: | skipped chapters 7 and 8 all together because
they specifically had the word "Nonfiction" in the chapter heading.

That doesn't mean that there was nothing of valuein here, just that | was not in the target audience.
Also, many of the tipsjust seemed like common sense:

* {ry to get to know other authors

* try to get to know editors and publishers
* try finding yourself an agent

* think of publishing as a business

* consider your motivations for writing

| suppose I'll get back to my writing, hone up the product itself, and re-open the publishing question a bit
later on. Perhaps I'll come back to this later on, root around in the text to dig out the pearls of useful wisdom.



Kristen Gurri says

| wasn't too impressed with the book at first. My fiction writing project is almost to the second draft stage so
alot of the information didn't pertain to me.

However, the second half of the book provided a very good education on what to do after you declare your
text proofed and polished and ready to face the world.

Stephen says

There are anumber of great mysteriesin life: the Most Holy Trinity, what happens inside a black hole, what
women do when they go to the bathroom as a group. Another is exactly how it is that a book moves from
being an author's idea to a manuscript to a published volume. The authors of this guide are both widely
experienced in the business of publishing. They share their collective years of experience with the novice
writer approaching the prospect of giving birth to abook. Much of thel... (show more)

MK says

There were some good website and periodical suggestions here and it laid the publishing world out in a clear,
simple manner. For someone completely new to the idea of publishing it could be very helpful. | found some
good advice but also found it to be redlly fairly basic stuff.

Christine Otis says

The authors are very informative, honest and provide very specific information that many writers need and
should heed to.

| think knowing the other side to selling and querying an agent is outside the realm of so many writers and
yet, so many are unwilling to seek out the information they need.

This book hasit.
It would greatly help their understanding, focus and how to query and handle the process of seeking agents.

I highly recommend this read.

MissV says

Richtet sich v.a. an Personen, die non-fiction schreiben und sich im (anglo-)amerikanischen Bereich



betétigen. Fir alle, die in anderen Genres schreiben und ihr Buch nicht in erster Linie Ubersee verlegen
wollen, sicherlich auch interessant, da sich vieles abstrahieren lasst. Man muss sich nur vor Augen halten,
dass dieses Buch auch schon viele Jahre am Buckel hat und einige Informationen kurzlebiger sind a's andere.

J.S. Green says

If you're writing non-fiction, this book will probably be very helpful. But if you're interested in publishing a
novel, you'll probably be left wanting. Thisis not to say the authors don't cover publishing fiction, just that
it's neither their expertise nor their focus. It's like a restaurant meal where the mashed potatoes were great,
but the meat just wasn't very flavorful - it'sjust not satisfying.

The authors, both who've worked as editors, one who seems to have published a number of books on
miscellaneous and sundry topics and the other who has worked as an agent, give lots of good advice on how
the publishing business works and who the various people are that you might deal with. They tell you what
it's like to be an editor and how you should treat them, and ways to improve your chances of being published.
They suggest methods for doing market research and coming up with topics that might fill abook. Also
covered are the benefits of using an agent and ways to publicize your book. They even include aCD in the
latest edition with sample proposals and query letters which follow the generally accepted formatsin the
business.

And yes, they try to work fiction and its nuances into the text, but it amost always feels like an afterthought
and often seems a bit confusing. Most of the examples given apply mainly to non-fiction, such as
establishing yourself as an expert in your field beforehand by giving interviews or writing for your local
paper. At first it wasn't that big of adeal, but by the end of the book | felt pretty disappointed. Thereis some
really helpful information here, but it's just not targeted at publishing fiction.

Brandon Miller says

More than likely this book would have gotten a higher rating if | had read it when it came out. But | didn't,
and most of the information | gleaned from this book is outdated in today's fast-paced publishing world. Still,
there are some fantastic nuggets of wisdom in here, but only if you know enough about the business to
discern what is current and what is old, old hat.

Alain Burrese says

"The Complete Idiot's Guide To Getting Published Fifth Edition™ by Sheree Bykofsky and Jennifer Basye
Sander isavery good general overview of getting a book published. Like other books in the series, it
provides simple and well organized advice on the topic. There are many books that delve deeper into the
topics presented here, but thisis a good general book on the entire process. Once read, an author or aspiring
author can look to these other resources for the areas he or she needs more information.

I like how the authors are both motivational, with encouragement to write, but honest in how difficult it can
be and that many books published both in the traditional manner and by indies with POD don't sell very
much, if at all. | felt they provided an honest look at the industry.



The book contains twenty-five chapters divided into five parts. These are: Part 1: As Y ou Begin to Write
with chapters on So Why Write, Write What, If Y ou Need an Idea Stalk the Best-Seller List, Super-Stealth
Market Research Techniques and What's Hot, What's Not. Part 2: Submitting to Publishers contains chapters
on Submit What, Queries That Sell Nonfiction, Bulletproof Nonfiction Book Proposals, and Fun with
Fiction. Part 3: Getting a Book Contract. This part has information and chapters on What's an Agent for
Anyway, Finding and Working with an Agent, What Y ou Can Expect from an Agent, Submitting Directly to
Editors, Behind Closed Doors, and The Party of the First Part (book contract basics), Next, in Part 4:
Working with a Publisher, the authors cover chapters on | Signed a Contract - Now What, Saying Good-Bye
to Y our Baby, Welcome to the Home Team, Proper Care and Feeding of Y our Editor, Maximum Publicity
for Maximum Sales, Television and Online Publicity, and Real-Life Publicity and Marketing Ideas. Finaly,
in Part 5: Continuing Y our Career as an Author there are chapters on After the Party is Over and Going Indie
the Pros and Cons. The book also contains a glossary, additional books and blogs for writers and other
resources, and a couple of sample book proposals.

The book has alittle bit about just about everything related to getting your book published. For the beginner,
or the aspiring author, it is agood place to start to receive an overview of the process, from figuring out what
to write to getting publicity for your work and writing additional works. | also liked that this newer edition
had alittle on the Indie movement since POD publishing and eBook publishing have changed the game quite
abit and these DI'Y avenues are definitely worth looking at these days.

I'd recommend this book to anyone just getting started, or wanting to get started, with writing and getting a
book published. It provides an honest ook at what is required and the stepsiit takes. It is a good guide, and
will point the reader in the right direction and help along the way.

FelLicia says

| read this book about two years ago and thought it wasn't relevant to me. It was recommended by an agent
friend of mine and now | find this book invaluable. The authors take the mystery out of publishing and even
include examples of proposals and contracts. They're not afraid to recommend web sites and other books to
further awriter's education. If you want a book published and feel you need to know that world, buy this
book.




