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Theinternationally bestselling author of The Rose Labyrinth returnswith alove story of magic and
healing that takes reader s from the heartache of a young human rightslawyer in present-day San
Francisco to the lives of a courageoustrio of women in medieval Tuscany.

A legendary ruin. An ancient mystery. Will unveiling the past transform the future?

San Francisco, 2007. Madeline Moretti is grieving after her fiancé's death. Nothing brings her joy any more,
and Maddi€' s grandmother, afiery Italian, sends her to Tuscany to hea. Here, Maddie is immersed in the
mystery of aruined villa. Destroyed centuries ago in alegendary storm on the Eve of St. Agnes, it has been
known ever since as the Casa a Vento—the House of the Wind.

Tuscany, 1347. Mia hasn't spoken since her mother’s death and livesin silence with her beloved aunt. One
dark night, a couple seeksrefuge in their villa. Accustomed to welcoming passing pilgrims, Miais entranced
by the young bride' s radiance and compassion but mystified by her reluctance to reveal even her name.
Where has she come from, and why must her presence be a secret?

Centuries apart, each searching for away to step into her future, both Mia and Maddie will be haunted by the
myth of the young woman who walked unscathed from the ruins of the House of the Wind.
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Linda Bridges says

Thisintriguing dual-story line novel tells of Maddie Moretti, an up-and-coming lawyer in San Francisco who
works for a human-rights firm. They are involved in alarge class-action case in which many of the workers
a Stormtree Components have experienced serious, if not life-threatening, illnesses for which the company
is denying any responsibility. To complicate matters, Maddie has a past relationship with the owner of the
firm. When tragedy strikes Maddie's personal life, she sinks into a depression and sees no hope for the
future. Her grandmother rescues her by sending her to Italy to search for some peace of mind by finding her
roots.

The other story-line deals with Mia, ayoung woman in Italy in the mid-1300s. She lives with her aunt who
runs an inn where many pilgrims stop on their way to a nearby shrine. The appearance of ayoung couple late
one night changes everything. The wife had been imprisoned by her own family for refusing to give up the
man she loves and become a nun instead. Miraculously, she is saved and flees with her young husband where
they find refuge at the inn.

Asthe two stories of Maddie and Miaintertwine, each discovers things about herself and her future. Maddie
discoversthe story of the House of the Winds, where Mia had lived over 700 years earlier and finds peace
that life does hold afuture for her.

Thisisacompelling story that is beautifully written. The emotional turmoil of both young women is
accurately portrayed, and the details of the setting, especialy the partsin Italy, are beautiful. There is a bit of
myth, mystery, and romance woven together as well as anice slice of medieval Italian history. | loved the
book.

Kell says

| really wanted to like this alot more than | actually did. | adore historical fiction and | love the cleverness of
concurrent storylines, centuries apart, having bearing on each other, but this just didn’t work for me.

The problem for me was that it was just too darned slow. Hardy uses achingly beautiful prose that absolutely
sings off the page, but the plot unfolds at a maddeningly sedate pace, not just in one timeline, but in both. As
aresult, I grew bored with the characters, their loss, their pain, their motivation, and their relationships, and
grew tired of waiting for everything to happen.

Thefact is, that the same writing device has been used before to better effect (if you' ve read Labyrinth by
Kate Mosse, you'll know what I’ m talking about, and if you haven’t read it, | can heartily recommend it!)
and | found myself forever waiting for something other than the writing to excite me. Truly, the writing often
verges on the sublime and | giveit ahigher rating as aresult, but it was let down by pedestrian plot and
plodding pace.

I will be interested in reading more by TitaniaHardy if only to seeif the tale is worthy of the writer's
obvious talent with words.




Blodeuedd Finland says

This book alternates between 2 POVS. First there is Maddie in the present day who has lost someone near to
her, and sheisjust owly moving along She will go to Italy and stay with friends and that is where the
second POV comesin. in 1347 ayoung woman lived at the place she visits and they are connected in some
other way too, but that takes a while to know since we need to know young Miaslifefirst. The title comes
from the woman Mia meets, awoman who is fleeing from a cruel fate.

| am abit torn when it comes to this book, some chapters moved so slowly and | was not interested at all. it
was a slow book at times, and it took me quite some time to get into the book. And even when | did that |
liked Mid's story more. Sure it was sad that Maddie lost that special someone, and we read how she went to
Italy, but she did not stay long, and most of her parts were about the legal case she wasinvolved in as that
was her job. The Mia parts were much more interesting, first with the mystery woman who comes with a
man, who was she? We learn that. And the how the Black Death sweeps through Italy and Miaisin the
middle of that, and all the time while reading | wonder if she will survive. Because first there is the Black
death who is going to kill plenty, then thereis alot of other factorstoo. So those parts were just better. The
flow was faster too.

That iswhy | amtorn, | just liked some parts in this book better than the rest. And | did not feel that Maddie
got to learn about the past either. Or was it we who was supposed to learn?

Conclusion:
If it sounds interesting then it might just be the book for you.

Vivienne says
| felt this was an excellent example of a novelsin which contemporary and historical settings are interwoven.
Sometimes such amixing can be jarring but here it is seamless and feels very natural.

Titania Hardie takes her time in devel oping her characters and settings, which may not be to everyone's taste
but this pace suited my mood perfectly.

She also exhibits her extensive knowledge of myth, legend and esoteric symbolism with confidence and
grace.

| loved it.

Lee'ah says

Thiswas an excellent read! The writing was lyrical! The story was engaging. The characters had depth. |



enjoyed the traveling back in time in Tuscany!

Sonia says

Tatiana Hardie tenia una buenaidea, un buen argumento, cuando se puso a escribir esta novela. Decidi6
ademés utilizar ese estilo tan de moda en el que la narracién se divide entre un tiempo presente y uno pasado
gue de algun modo estan conectados. Asi podia haber creado una gran novela, sin embargo ala hora de
desarrollar lahistoria, € resultado no es tan bueno como cabria esperar.

Si bien latrama es atrayente y en ella se combinan hilos de tipo amoroso junto con otros épicosy algunos de
cierto misterio, la narracion resulta aburrida por el modo en que la autora la dilata a base de paja. Emplea
demasiados detalles innecesarios para narrar 0 ambientar: como gue |os protagonistas no encontraron sitio
paraaparcar en un lugar y aparcaron en tal otro sin que el cambio de aparcamiento tenga ninguna
consecuencia o relevancia. Lo que podria haberse contado de forma entreteniday magistral en 300 paginas
sedargaasi hastael doble de su longitud, se pierde de este modo la capacidad para crear intriga o tension 'y
lanovela carece de fuerza.

Lafaltade precision en la narracion; esa capacidad que tienen algunos autores de que cada hecho, cada linea,
cada objeto tiene una funcion, un fin en la historig;llega hasta la propia conclusion dénde la autora parece no
ser capaz de cerrar de un portazo en e momento en que es evidente que deberia hacerlo.

En resumen, lo que podria haber sido un buen libro que encierra una bonita historia, acaba resultando un
tanto aburrido y mediocre. No puedo recomendarlo, hay muchas otras cosas mejores para leer.

Kell says

| really wanted to like this alot more than | actually did. | adore historical fiction and | love the cleverness of
concurrent storylines, centuries apart, having bearing on each other, but this just didn’t work for me.

The problem for me was that it was just too darned slow. Hardy uses achingly beautiful prose that absolutely
sings off the page, but the plot unfolds at a maddeningly sedate pace, not just in one timeline, but in both. As
aresult, I grew bored with the characters, their loss, their pain, their motivation, and their relationships, and
grew tired of waiting for everything to happen.

Thefact is, that the same writing device has been used before to better effect (if you' ve read Labyrinth by
Kate Mosse, you'll know what I’ m talking about, and if you haven’t read it, | can heartily recommend it!)
and | found myself forever waiting for something other than the writing to excite me. Truly, the writing often
verges on the sublime and | giveit a higher rating as aresult, but it was let down by pedestrian plot and
plodding pace.

I will be interested in reading more by TitaniaHardy if only to seeif the tale is worthy of the writer's
obvious talent with words.

Julia says

Bought this book on impulse and totally judged it by its beautiful cover! | thoroughly enjoyed it. Probably 4
and a half stars but felt generous! Two story lines, one in the present and one in the 14th century, with



similar themes and shared imagery. Loved the role of the wind, and the gardens as well as the characters and
how they developed. Just areally great read with some depth to it, which givesit a meaningful fedl.

Trish says

The House of the Wind, by Titania Hardie, tells the story of two women, centuries apart, whose lives are
woven together by the myth of the woman who walked away unscathed from the ruins of the Casaa Vento.
Madeline Moretti (Maddie), alawyer from San Francisco in 2007, is mourning the accidental death of her
fiancé. MariaMaddaena (Mia), living in Tuscany in 1347, has seen her own mother killled in a brutal
fashion. We learn how their future unfolds and how history binds them together in a very spiritual way.

The novel is beautifully written and | only wish I'd been reading it under warm Tuscan skies with no time
limits, rather than snatching chapters here and there, which, to be fair, didn't allow the book to work its
magic on me.

The narrative swaps from one century to another and | do find that a bit tricky. Just when I'm being drawn
into one character's story and feeling empathy, the scene changes and | have to work hard to remember
where | was with the other. The book is quite long and at times | was urging the plot to move alittle faster.
Y et there were some fascinating insights into corporate legal work in the United States plus some very
interesting detail about medieval life in Europe during avery unstable period in history.

And how could | not be captivated by the setting in Tuscany of the very real hotel Borgo Santo Pietro which
sounds so luxurious and serene, I'm tempted to book a holiday there right away.

I have very fond memories of Tuscany as our son was conceived there 16 years ago. Maybe there is magic to
be found in that beautiful part of Italy after all.

Stephanie says

Original review, with graphics
http://fangswandsandfairydust.blogspo...

Hardie has an entrancing way of mixing fiction with mythology and history. The resulting work combines
contemporary story telling with asmall education in legend. This story takes alegend, put into verse by
Keats ( see article at wikipedia.org The Eve of St. Agnes), and painted by Howard and mixesit up with
today's world of lawsuits, power plays, love, travel, and family.As | am accustomed to fast moving genre
fiction Hardi€'s beautiful prose seemed wordy to me. It is very detailed and descriptive of place; a bit too
much to my taste.

The author parallels the lives of two woman, linked by DNA and coincidence to Italy, each other and the
legend of Saint Agnes. CUNY Brooklyn's web page on the Keats poem "The Eve of Saint Agnes' describes:



St. Agnes, the patron saint of virgins, died a martyr in fourth century Rome. She was
condemned to be executed after being raped all night in a brothel; however, a miraculous
thunderstorm saved her from rape. St. Agnes Day is Jan. 21.

K eats based his poem on the superstition that a girl could see her future husband in adream if
she performed certain rites on the eve of St. Agnes; if she went to bed without looking behind
her and lay on her back with her hands under her head, he would appear in her dream, kiss her,
and feast with her....

What the poem lacks for some readersis significant content; it is, for them, "one long sensuous
utterance,”" "a mere fairy-tale romance, unhappily short on meaning.” Clearly, the portrayal of
ardent young love dealing with a hostile adult world and contrasted with aging and death has an
inherent appeal .

http://academic.brooklyn.cuny.edu/eng...

Thisstruck me as | felt as "some readers' do with the Keats poem that this story lacked significant content,
as asplit story will where indeed thereis moreto tell but fewer words in which to tell it. Combine the
number of pages with someone writing lyrical prose with detailed minutiae and the effect is not strength but
dilution.

Hardie doesn't attempt complete parallels with either the poem or the descendant/ancestors either—thank
goodness. That would take it from an interesting idea and story to agimmick, and | doubt that was the goal .

| felt the whole story was rather dreamlike with nightmares of loss and fear. People arerarely as
introspective or idiosyncratic as the characters in this book. In away it makes the contemporary characters as
mythic as the original legend around which the story is constructed.

It's definitely not genre fiction; it istoo internally driven. The supernatural or paranormal makes about as
much headway in the life of the characters asit did in my family (of similar ethnicity), and rests on the link,
similar affinity for the production of atmospheric changes, what was deemed "heresy," and a dight psychic
ability.

It certainly made me miss all of Italy and want to go back. A great read if you love Italy, descriptive prose
and/or San Francisco. | found myself tearing up several times.

Enjoy!.

The text of Keats poem "The Eve of Saint Agnes’ go here www.bartleby.com
(http://mvww.bartleby.com/126/39.html)

Jael says

It doesn't happen often, but | couldn't finish abook. There are alot of good elements in The House of the



Wind by TitaniaHardie, but after 246 pages| just wasn't fegling it. | usually give up on a book after about
70-80 pages. | go into every book believing I'm going to love, but sometimes that just isn't the case. | started
The House of the Wind last month. There were some parts | found interesting, and others | didn't. | put it
down and started other books, believing once | come back to it | would be interested again. It just wasn't the
case.

| wasintrigued by the plot. San Francisco attorney Madeline "Maddi€" Moretti isin mourning following the
death of her fiance. Working offers a distraction, but Maddie till seems adrift. Her firm isworking on a big
case, but sometimes it seems Maddie isn't totally focused on it. There are moments when Maddie is even
socializing with the opposition. One person happens to be afamily friend. | don't know much about the
corporate legal world, but isn't it a conflict of interest to be schmoozing with the person you're suing?
Maddie's grandmother notices the change and sends her granddaughter to Tuscany. Hopefully, the trip gives
Maddie a chance to recover. Maybe she can back to her old self. Time away from the corporate shenanigans
isjust what the doctor ordered. While there she delves into the history of ruined villa. The history iswhat ties
Maddie to the secondary storyline.

Maddi€'s plot, which takes place in 2007, alternates with Maria"Mia' Maddalena of 1347 Tuscany.
Ordinarily | don't have a problem with books that alternate between centuries and points of view. |'ve read
several books like that, and loved them (I'm reading one now: The Orchid House). This was just one of those
cases whereit didn't work for me.

Miais also grieving following the death of her mother. She is so overwhelmed by grief that Mia doesn't
speak. Mialives out her days with her aunt. She uses gestures to communicate. She doesn't have the strength
to speak until a mysterious young woman brings Miaout of her shell. Another stranger also helps Mia
unravel her past. At the same time a deadly disease is sweeping across the area. It was rather interesting and
stomach turning to read how diseases were treated.

What didn't work for me is the long descriptive passages. | have no problem with long books, but perhaps if
this book were 100 pages less my opinion would be different. By the time you get back to one character, you
forget where you left off with the other. It was hard to connect with the characters. Either plot would have
made a good book on it's hard. But together it just was my cup of tea. It doesn't mean the rest of you won't
likeit.

Notes: | purchased a copy from an online bookseller.

I kebukuro says

Un avis un peu mitigé sur cette lecture car si j’ai particuliérement aimé les chapitres concernant I’ histoire de
Mia, Gennaro et Agnesca qui se passe dans la Toscane de 1347, |’ ai eu beaucoup plus de mal arentrer dans
la partie contemporaine du livre et j’ avoue que I’ histoire de Maddie m'’ a un peu laissée sur mafaim. Je me
suis beaucoup moins attachée aux personnages de cette époque, j’ ai moins adhéré au récit et aux
événements... Du coup, ce contraste entre les Etats-Unis et I Italie et entre la Toscane du 14éme siécle et

I’ Amérigue actuelle a créé une trop grande inégalité entre les deux parties du roman sans doute au détriment
del’ensemble du récit. Généralement je suis plutdt fan de ce genre d’ histoires qui crée desliens entre les
époques mais dans ce cas précis, je finissais par attendre avec impatience les chapitres concernant I’ histoire
de Mia. J essayais de conserver une certaine impartialité au fur et a mesure que j’ avancais dans|’ histoire
mais sans grand succes. Je trouvais gu'il y avait plus de mystére, de magie et de rebondissements dans



I” histoire de Mia que dans celle de Maddie. Résultat, j’ai trouvé la partie contemporaine du roman beaucoup
moins intéressante, plus fade et surtout plus convenue... je trouve qu’ elle aurait méritée 100 pages de moins
pour vraiment donner du rythme au récit.

Je pense gque le fait de m’ attacher beaucoup plus aux personnages de la partie historique a contribué a
accentuer mon ressenti plus mitigé sur la partie qui se passe a notre époque. Par contre, celareste une lecture
agréable et divertissante et moi qui aime I’ Italie et particuliérement cette région, j’ai trouvé mon bonheur
dans les descriptions de la campagne de Sienne. L' auteur aréussi aretranscrire, lalumiére, les odeurs, les
paysages de |’ Italie des petits villages et |’ ai apprécié son travail sur ce point. C'est un livre qui selit
facilement avec une écriture agréable et je pense que tous ceux et celles qui aiment laromance I’ apprécieront
mais pour ma part, il m’amangué un petit quel que chose pour adhérer totalement al’ histoire.

Pepe Barrascout says

Cada cierto tiempo uno se topa con libros tan malos, que se lamenta el tiempo perdido. "La Casadel Viento",
es de esos libros que es mejor no haber empezado a leer nunca.

Dos historias paralelas que ocurren con varios cientos de afios de diferenciay que basicamente es como leer
dos libros en e mismo. La autorano tuvo mejor ideaque ir intercalando un capitulo de la historia que se
desarrollaen el presentey uno de la historia que se desarrolla en el pasado.

Habria sido quiza una buenaidea, si no es porgue las historias no guardan ninguna relacién entre si, apenasy
muy por encima, la protagonista del presente, va de vacacionesy se hospeda en la casa donde vivio cientos
de afios antes, la protagonista del pasado y esa es toda la relacion entre las dos historias.

Un desastre de libro por donde se vea, aburrido, interminables narraciones y detalles que al final no aportan
nadaalatramay que s no hubieran estado, igualmente la historia quedaigual. Pareciera que la editorial le
pidié un nimero minimo de paginas'y con tal de cumplir, llena con relleno el espacio, lo malo es que €l
relleno fue mas que la historiaen si.

L uego tratando de comprender un poco mas, quise saber que otra cosatiene publicado la autoray leyendo su
biografia, me llevo una tremenda decepcidn y comprendo lo fatal de su narrativa.

Por ningan motivo recomiendo su lectura, no vale la pena, mejor pasen a siguiente libro en sus listas de
lectura.

Penelope says

An atmospheric novel which whilst doesn't move along at any great pace manages to be wonderfully
readable. Filled with evocative descriptions that transport you to other places and time and woven throughout
with symbolism and mythology thisis abook to be savoured like a fine wine. Beautiful!




Karen says

A quick undemanding read. While | found the historical parts of the story interesting | din't like the modern
day parts, | didn't care about any of the characters in the modern part of the story.




