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Alexander the Great begins his conquest of the Persian Empire. But his plans for everlasting glory do not end
there and the young king marches towards the Ends of the Earth - the lands of the Indus - on a secret quest. It
will lead him to an ancient secret concealed in the myths of the Mahabharata; a secret that is powerful
enough to transform him into a god.

Present Day

In Greece, the ancient tomb of a queen is discovered, atomb that has been an enigmafor over 2000 years.In
New Delhi, the Intelligence Bureau discovers unexplained corpsesin ahidden lab. Vijay Singh and his
friends, now members of an elite task force, are sucked into a struggle with a powerful and ruthless enemy.
In adeadly race against time, they will need to solve ariddle from antiquity that will lead them to encounter
shocking secrets from the past; secrets that will reveal mystifying links between ancient history, the
Mahabharata and the ancient enemy with diabolical plans for a future that will hold the world to ransom.

The Quest has just begun.

After the Mahabharata Secret, Christopher C Doyle yet again explores the science behind the enduring
mythology of the Mahabharata and bringsit alive in a contemporary setting. The result is a gripping story
that will keep you hooked right until the last page
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Karthikeyan says

We all know not to judge a book by its cover. Well, i saw the cover and decided to give thisbook atry. And
boy what a huge mistake. Chetan bhagat feels like tolkien compared to Christoper Doyle. Wheredo i even
begin ? The writing is deplorable, the language is shallow, the plot isimpetuous, paltry characters,. The
author tried to introduce some medical jargon to explain the 'science’ , with little Alexander and
mahabharatha thrown here and there, and some cheap tactics at the end of each chapter to make it feel likea
historical/sci- fi action thriller fiction but i am sorry, this books fails pathetically on al levels. And thereisa
sequel to thisbook. Serioudly !!! | am giving 2 stars purely for the effort the author has taken in writing and
researching for this book. But as areader i will not recommend this book even to my worst enemy.

Vikas Singh says

The second blockbuster in the trilogy. The legend of Samudra manthan is given a completely different twist
in the novel. One can discern the huge amount of research that has gone behind this plot which is a great
combination of ancient legends, factual history and world of viruses. Fascinating read.

Mans Singhai says

A very gripping book!

Perfect blend of mythological facts and science. Will not let you put it down until end.

Deep Ssays

A nice NEXT BOOK to Mahabharata Secret.
Just like the last book i was able to get through this book very fast . The book has very simple language and
the flow is not too complicated either .

Y ou can see hints of DaVinci codes here and there and this one too is inspired by the great DaVinci Code.
But it does better than the other copycats.
The story line is good and the explanations are so close to being true that you end up believing them.

The main leads are again Vijay , Colin and Radha with lots of sidekicks. The main negative is again the
ORDER.

Thistime the story starts from Greece where an excavation is ongoing and an Artifact is discovered. Alice
(Vijays ex-GF) ends up in Indiawith the artifact.

Theroller coaster ride starts which sees Vijay going to Afghanistan , Radha held captive and Imran getting



Bombed (He survives like an Indian movie hero)

The way the verses from Mahabharata are explained in context of current scienceisnice and i was almost
believing it . The Science of the Gods Secret was little unconvincing till the author clarified it.

Over dl agood pacy read, | would have liked alittle shorter version asi thought the book had some parts
which could have been removed, and also some more mystery . For me the Mysteries were reveal ed too fast
and abruptly.

but still i am waiting for the next 2 booksin the series.

A whopping 4/5 from me
deVil D

Viju says

A pretty engrossing read which follows a standard thriller premise which has now been overdone by many
authors, thanks to Dan Brown's success.

Thisispart 1 of amulti-part series. While | am not too sureif 1'd want to read the whole series as such, I'd
want some answers to afew questionsin this book. There's definitely quite a bit of research that's gone into
writing this and that surely deserves some commendation.

Sriram says

To be very honest | am not a huge fan of writing reviews but for Christopher C. Doyle | would like to make
an exception. Because a bad book is not unheard of but you need to take extra effort to make something this
ridiculous. | will try to write this review in the style the book is presented.

A VERY BAD READ

| Think the author missed the class on chapter titles wherever he learned writing because honestly you can
figure out the entire plot by just stringing in the chapter titles. No text needed. | could literally skip pages of
text because the ending was given away even in chapters that had major revelations.

EXTENSIVE RESEARCH ..ORISIT?

The 17 inch MacBook Pro that | am typing in with awhite external keyboard sitting in the soft blowing wind
of aFakir VC40S table fan does not reflect on how much research | do. Serioudly | thought it would be
corrected from the first book but thisis a common theme. It is almost like the author is an ambassador for
BMW, Nissan, Helicopters, Bags, Face creams..etc. The readers don't want to know how fast a helicopter
goes or the muzzle velocities of the different guns used. Second | can understand the amount of research that
has gone into the Biological parts but if you want to specify names of proteins at least do it correctly. Plus|
also have a problem with the details of the science behind it because some of the scienceis conveniently
disregarded for the sake of the plot which was not necessary as the same could be achieved with alittle more
research, but | guess since thisisfiction you can always counter it by saying "Ah well that's my version" so |
guess - excused!

| am surprised this book is compared to Dan Brown's Davinci code. | am sorry to say but thisisachild's
version of aSUMMARY of the Davinci code. The riddles seem forced and in some cases unbelievable.



There are too many characters and subplots that confuse the whole narrative and the jumps between these
subplotsto too frequent and is a mechanic used only to delay an obvious suspense but the plot jumpsto an
uninteresting subplot making you want to skip it all together and guess what you CAN because of the
awesome titles that give away the entire section.

Inthe end it is a disappointing read, but the author has some good plotsif he could work harder on making it
a sophisticated and smarter It could turn out into a good trilogy.

Geetika says

This book talks about an alternative interpretation of legend of " Samundramanthan” with loads of
microbiology lessons to such an extent that it should be marked with pointer that for enjoying this book, you
should be Biology Mgjors/ Minors. | mean the author has done research in field of basic biology and
genomes and just like that he vomits this information on the reader of the book. This happened many atime
in the book and i was on the verge of leaving this books at that time only.

| want to suggest the author that if they want to base their Fiction around biology or genomes, they should at
least provide footnotes to the pages where they explained everything in the end of the book for the benefits
of readers.

Raj Shah says

Loved the way author has described details. Indian mythology and hidden secrets are always fascinating.

Himanshu Bhatnagar says

| probably gaveit a star more than | should have, but it's great that someone's out there writing historical
fiction with an Indian motif. This work seems alot more rushed than the author's earlier work, the
Mahabharat Secret. Maybe there was alooming deadline. The baseline of the plot is thin, wafer thin; the
riddles play hardly arole and the base premise while scientifically possible is|eft hanging in mid-air. |
wasn't sure, and | still am not, about what the villains of the piece intend to do with the secret once they've
accomplished their mission.What exactly istheir plan?

Perhaps the author him/herself feels this and sounds a little apol ogetic about the novel in the postscript, while
promising that the second part of the saga (yes, the story doesn't end in this one) will be much better. | can
only hope!

However it is still nice that someone has moved beyond the bible for historical fiction and publishers are
ready to publish books like this one, In aworld where Dan Brown wannabes a dime a dozen, at |east
someone is looking to unique, untouched stores of stories for plots and storylines.




Priyanka Ramprasad says

This book is asequel to the Mahabharatha's secret, which itself wasn't al that good in my opinion. But i still
went ahead and read this becausei got it for free from my cousin.

In short, al i can say isthat it's not a book, it's a Bollywood film script.

Y ou have the heroes with nada a shade of grey in them, you have your villains, guns a blazing and chuckling
at the end of every other line and basically feeling ok about experimenting on humans and calling them
specimen. Even though the woman isn't damsel in distress and is apparently a scientist,she does stupidest
things like getting into a strangers car in middle of night without even seeing their id, this despite the fact
that she knows she is dealing with terrorists. Y ou have the (trying to be) funny guy, who seemsto be an
American for no reason at al, and you have an ex to spice things up. The IB people behave like the CID
from sony tv , stating the obvious. Y ou can almost hear ACP Pradhyuman saying- Kuch toh gadbad hai. And
adash of a hollywood movie- an African American guy (mentioned everytime he comes on page) called
Patterson who works in US intelligence. Then its the usual Dan Brown story with an Indian twist except Dan
Brown's stories, narration and insertion of random facts are better. If u rarely read English fiction or even
rarely read books, Y ou might like it. If you are pro, or even hav read Dan Brown's books, thisis gonnabe a
disappointment.

Now, the longer version.

First THE GOOD:

1. It'swell researched, thats for sure. He does use highly complex words and biology jargon, half of which
you don't understand, and the other half of it , u don't care about, but you can definitely see that alot of time
has goneinto it.

2. the story keeps you from closing the book, most of the time at |east

That'sit

THE BAD:

1. If you are a person who physically cringes on noticing a grammatical mistake, drop the book and walk off.
It looks like the publishers paid the editors only to enhance harmless words and not to correct the god awful
sentences. Thereisalot of repetition of same words, Once, | hoticed they used the word ' urgent' twicein
same sentence (which contained 8 words).

2. logical loopholes. If there's one thing i would do after being chased by terrorists and investigating into
some of them was check the id of a person who arrives at my door in the middle of the night. But the
protagonist apparently doesn't which leads to the death of that very character...or doesit? Do i care? No, so
moving on.

The people from mysterious order mention they need to keep alow profile, yet blow up stuff and kill people
every chance they get. Even when there's an easier way out.

3. Character depth, of which there isn't much. Colin could have Vijay's lines, Alice could have Radhas. The
writer probably does know this, that iswhy he explicitly mentions things which usually we our selves should
be able to conclude after reading the book.

Ex' Colin says heisthe analytical and vijay is the research head of their team.

what we perceive: Colin isthe humourous side kick and Vijay has aknack at googling

Vijay says Radhaloves unconditionally and Colin says sheis possessive.

What we perceive: Radhais afeminine character necessary for the plot.

Frankly, you wont even notice if sheisaman instead of woman. All she doesis restate the things thats
aready being narrated and add an emotion in there, like ticking off the things she should fedl.

Overdl the plot seems alittle over the top, Read it only if u have lot of time at hand and no good book. I'm
signing of to read The Davinci code one more time, which i probably should have done instead of reading
this book.

2 stars only for reasearch.



Hemangi Patgiri says

Although | bought this book many months back, but didn't read it. But when | started it, | simply couldn't
stop reading and imagining the adventure. Its smply AMAZING!!! Just like the first book THE
MAHABHARATA SECRET, the story of the book is gripping, giving you the thrill of experiencing a
lifetime adventure of stumbling upon ancient knowledge and treasure of Mahabharata times and chased by
death and torture licking your heels at every step. This book explores Alexander's campaign to Indus Valley
and his secret mission in disguise of congquering more of the unconquered and mysteriously powerful land
beyond Persia. In parts, especially present times of chasing terrorists with intention of spreading bio-
terrorism worldwide and subsequent revelation of the real intentions of the order, | did felt some parts were
stretched more than necessary, for eg., the explanations regarding retro viruses, DNA replication etc. But the
scientific angle explained regarding the myth of Samudramanthan or Churning of the Ocean of Milk was
very intriguing.

Unlike the first book, this book endsin acliff-hanger. Eagerly awaiting for the next book in the series.

Aravind says

Thisoneisthefirst in a series of god-knows-how-many books and the author has kept the story hanging
quite nicely. The verses and the process of unravelling the clues do not hold the reader. The action is quite
good. Asthe author has assured that all the questions & loose-ends of this book will be suitably taken care of
in the subsequent ones, there is not much to comment about, as of now.

| expect a much better sequel with more plausible puzzle-solving SOON, before | forget what happened in
this book!

Kiran Kumili says

The author, who started his career in the corporate world as atop notch business executive running
businesses across the country, also has a passion for writing science fiction. His books have a peculiar blend
of science with ancient historic events that evolve into a gripping page turner with sequels.

Storyline:

Vijay Singh, aprolific, intelligent US returned MIT student, is part of an Indo-American Task Force, that has
been formed to explore the dangerous mission of a secret society called The Order, which hasitsoriginin
India thousands of years ago. He one day is suddenly visited by his ex-girlfriend Alice, a student of
Archaeology and expert in Hellenistic (Greek) history. She narrowly escapes a murder hunt by some
unknown professional killers after having discovered an ancient cube and artifacts, during the excavation of
the tomb of Queen Olympias, in Greece, connected to her son Alexander’s, expedition to the East, to conquer
the world. Coincidently, Vijay's fiancée, Radha and her Indian Intelligence Bureau friend Imran,

accidentally discover a secret, illegal genetic testing facility in New Delhi. Thislabislater found to be
controlled by the same secret members of the Order, involved in testing the effects of a dangerous bacteria
and retrovirus on innocent people to make a drug that can cure all diseases and proclaim Immortality to
humanity. Through this drug the Order wants to control the entire humanity, wiping off powerful



Governments, across the world. The twist of the taleis that this particular bacteria and virus were found in
the ‘mummy’ of Alexander centuries ago, who is said to have been infected after his consumption of a
mysterious liquid in an ancient cave near the banks of Indus. Thisliquid isinterpreted as the sweet nectar
‘“amrita, also called as secret of Eastern Gods, mentioned as that obtained through “ Sagarmanthan” or
“Churn of the Ocean” in the verses of ancient Indian epic Mahabharata. It is said to imbibe immortality to
anyone who consumes it. But, unfortunately, Alexander could not benefit from this ‘amrit’ since he hasn’t
consumed the right potion containing the retrovirus mixture. The members of the Order, kidnap Radha and
force Vijay, an expert in solving riddles and clues, to follow atedious path in present day Afghanistan and
Kazakhstan, leading to several ancient caves containing this Amrit and the right mixture of the bacteria and
retrovirus. Finally they gain access to the same and escape with the original samples of Amrit to test for
viability, leaving Vijay and his team mates in the dark. To be continued in the next sequel.

Pros: A hair-raising thriller churned with scientific facts behind the great fairy tale of SagarManthan,
mentioned in the Indian epic Mahabharata. The linkage of the tale to Alexander’s motive to conquer the rest
of the world after defeating Darius of Persia, isreally fabulous. The author must be appreciated for his
extensive research on the facts behind this great secret. The description of the human genome and the various
permutations and combinations of how genetic structure could have been re-engineered thousands of years
ago with the help of such bacteria and retroviruses, leaves the reader awe-struck. In fact there al chances that
the reader forgets about the fiction behind the story and would have been compelled to accept the logic
explained asthe real fact and not as amyth. The stark realities of how science was used by our ancestors
when there were no considerable equipment related to finding microscopic organisms, have been strikingly
elicited. A must read book by mythological fiction lovers. Bet that they shall remember the story for along
long period in their lives.

Cons: The excessive usage of medical jargon on genetics, could be difficult to understand to many non-
biology students. Though there is a perfect sync between the story of Alexander’s conquest of the Eastern
world and greatest Indian mythological fantasy story of Sagarmanthan mentioned in Mahabharata, there
should have been some more emphasis on the Indian side. The story should have been completed in this
book itself for better effects.

My rating is 4 out of 5

Muthiah Prabhakaran says

All booksthat | read arefascinating ME

Whenever | read abook, | accidentally fell into another WORLD/Memory like Harry Potter pensieve.

| bought this book back 4 to 6 months. But, didn't even open the pack also. Because | aready got a queue of
unread books to finish. In the mid of 2015, | read some heavy books which consists of minimum 600 pages
with small font like Game of Thrones. My mind needs rest (which is not actual rest). In terms of book
readers world, | thought to read some fantasy/romance books. So | quickly bought some books, started to
read recently.



Now | fed like | should've read this book earlier.

Plot - An ancient tomb was found in Greek which consists of a mysterious cube with ancient inscribed verse

by an archaeologist "Alice". A killing chase started there. When the killer "Cooper" blocks al the way, Alice

has nowhere to go except her ex-boyfriend Vijay(Our Hero, €lite task force agent) in India. She flew to India.
So did the Cooper.

InIndialB head "Imran" found an burned down medical facility with mysterious killing. That medical
facility is owned by an US company (which sponsored Alice's project in Greek). Imran doubted the company
and started enquiring with the help of Vijay's fiancée "Radha’ (Nuclear Scientist and task force agent) b/w
both of them are eliminated by our super strong Cooper.

Now, Vijay and his friends were compelled to solve the mystery behind the cube which unravels the
shocking truth behind Alexander'sinvasion of India.

This book is like watching a very faaaaaast moving Hollywood movie and ends with a hell of unanswered
guestions. Now couldn't waiting for the sequel (As author promised, it will be released on Feb'16).

Unlike some other novels, the fights are professional. Main Villain COOPER certainly did an amazing job
(Clasps).

Some medical things were explained in this book which is still aMY STERY to me (Couldn't helpit. |
should've read my most hated subject biology well in my school days).

There is one main gap in this book, hope the Author(Christopher Doyle) will fill it in the sequels. Before
starting every chapter, there was a heading which collapses the thriller behind that chapter. Even in the
critical situation, there was a heading. Chris please don't do it in the sequels.

By Overal, its aworth entertaining read.

Now I'm confused to choose my next read (Since I've a huge stock of unread books).

Riju Ganguly says

Some people NEVER learn, one of them being your's truly. Despite going through the rather painful
experience of reading his previous book, | had foolishly persuaded myself into reading Christopher C.
Doyl€e's next book: the one under review. From thefirst line, my mind kept throwing danger flashes. Y et,
dimwitted that | am, it took me AGES to realise what's wrong! Thisis NOT athriller. It'saHardy Boys
adventure, with guns, goons, retrovirus, and Alexander thrown in. The writing still appears like a heavily
watered down version of James Rollins during his off-days. There are puzzles after puzzles, to help the
pathetic reader understand all possible nuances of Indian and Greek mythology. And, in the name of merciful
God, everyone (past, present and future) keeps journals, jotting down everything that they were supposed to
forget/destroy.



NEVER AGAIN!




