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He gave up being somebody in order to make a difference

Jake and Roger grew up as best friends. But in high school, Jake becomes a star athlete who hasit al:
popularity, a college scholarship, and the hottest girl on campus. It's an ideal life that comes at the exclusion
of his childhood friend. Meanwhile, Roger grows tired of always being pushed aside, and he makes atragic
move that spins Jake's world out of control. As Jake searches for answers, one question plagues him the
most: Could he have saved his friend?

Jake is deeply compelled to reach out to students who are on the fringe of acceptability by the school's upper
crust. But he soon finds that reaching out to the undesirable might cost him everything--his reputation, his
friends, his girlfriend, and even his dreams.

It'sajourney that will change Jake's life forever.
To Save A Lifeis an inspirational story about real-life challenges and hard choices. For anyone who has
struggled with regret, loneliness, or pain, it is a story of hope. For al of us, To Save A Lifeis astory about

living alife of significance.

Through Jake's journey, you will be challenged to answer the question--what's your life going to be about?
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Jill Williamson says

Jake and Roger were once best friends. They did everything together. Roger even stepped in front of a car to
save Jake. But when they got to high school, and Jake got better at basketball, things started to change. Jake
started hanging out with the popular crowd. Before he knew it, he didn't have time for Roger at all.

And now Roger is dead. None of Jake's new friends even know that he and Roger were once friends. They
don't understand what this loss means. Jake wonders what's the point of it all? And if he had done thingsin
hislife differently, could he have saved Roger?

As Jake searches for answers and tries to find meaning in life, his friends just don't get it. But Jake can't go
back, even if it costs him his reputation.

I'd wanted to see this movie, but it never came to a theater near me, not that any theater is near me...So |
bought the book to tide me over. I'm totally glad | did. This book was powerful. It threw me into Jake'slife,
the life most every guy wishes he had: star athlete with afull ride scholarship to play for his dream school,
the perfect girlfriend, fun best friends, and popularity. Then tragedy strikes and Jake starts to ask important
questions. And he won't give up until he finds the answer.

This book getsinto faith in an honest and ugly way. Sometimes that's what we need to see. There are alot of
"Chrisgtians' out there making Christians look bad, loving themselves more than they love others. This book
shows one guy struggling to do it the right way, no matter what anyone thinks. What an inspiring story. Now
| want to see the movie more than ever! | highly recommend this to all high school and college students.

Nina Test says

Thiswas such agreat book. So much character development that was really interesting. Thisisreally an
inspiring book and really shows how much guilt can plague people. | love how the church and God were
portrayed. It also showed that of course there are 'fakers' in the religion, but there are also really good seeds.
It wasjust agreat book! All the hardshipsit showed were amazing. It portrayed how teenagersreact in
certain situations, how life plays out, and how God comes into our lives very well. | know for some this
might be aturn off book because God is played into it, but you don't need to be religious to want to read this.
| think alot of reader's would like this! It broke my heart and put the pieces back together.

Erica says

Thiswas agreat book very degp and it made mecry....




Melano Dur mishidze says

“Tosavealife’ isamoviel will talk about for along time. It was so impressive and meaningful. The main
character of the movieis Jake, one of the most popular boys at school with fame, lots of friends, a basketball
scholarship and a girlfriend. He had a best friend Roger,totally different from him- with no friends and no
hope. They stood up for each other despite of everything but high school pulled them apart. Jake didn’t care
anymore about him but one day changed everything. A sudden tragedy turned his life upside down and made
him think about life' s different side, which | think makes uslive, not only exist.

In the movie we face up lots of socia problems. The first and the most enlightened is racism. Make
difference by their nation,skin color and wealth is the sign to ruin the world. In 2005, an African child’s
poem was nominated for the best Poem. Has anyone ever thought who is skin-colored? Us, the ones who are
red in sun, bluein cold, yellow when scared, grey when we die or the ones who were born black, grew up
black, are black in sun and black when scared? Or does the color mean so much to hurt anyone's heart.
Bullying is the one of the hardest parts of the movie. In my opinion we can talk about racism and bullying at
the same time because, both have one beginning- the fact that we never think to treat others as we want to be
treated.

Suicide isidentified as one of the socia problems aswell. It isthe most tragic ending of keeping pain in the
heart. By statistics 1 in 12 teens commit a suicide. Y ou may be just one person in the world, but one person,
at one time, you are the world.We always forget to think that we can be the best help for each other.
Mahatma Gandi said “Be the change you want to seein the world”. What if, we all tried “just to pay it
forward”...

“The biggest disease this day and age is that of people feeling unloved” -wrote the kindest princess ever-
princess Diana. She probably has imagined what it must be like for alittle boy to read that daddy never loved
mummy. Nowadays people live together but they are not happy and thisis shown in the movie. | think thisis
one of the biggest and the most important socia problems. If there's one thing I’ ve learned along the way,
it'sthat all our personal successes shine alittle less brightly if we fail in family. That's what matters most.
Sadly, in our time, regardless of divorceharming children's psychology andcausingissues, it is very common.
No one knows what a reserved character person is keeping. We have to think below the surface.

Being shy of you may also be considered as a social problem. People pressure our lives, influence and we
lose ourselves. Maybe that is our fault, not to be sure in us, but mostly teens are not mature enough to stand
for themselves. And thereisrarely a person who really knows how to listen and nobody truly asks “how are
you?’

Fake religious people are probably the whole believers' biggest challenge. People go to churches to make
others see, not because of serving God. They spend time judging people for things that they are guilty of.
Lastly, | would add that in my opinion, one of the social problemsis that we watch movies and cry, but never
think that maybe next to us there is a person who really needs our help and a sincere “how are you?’.This
movie was very close to me. Now when | am far away from my home, family and friends | nearly feel the
same as Roger. | am not a black person, children aren’t bullying me, but it's hard when you are re-born and
developing yourself in a place where no one knows you and nobody is coming to you. It’s hard, but | believe
that sunisin every person, you just have to wait to make it shine. | believe that we all can save alife from
our sides, we just haveto try and be proud of our uniqueness, instead of being shy for the things that
differentiate us from others.




Taylor Snow says

This book to save alifeisavery good book. It is about a kid named Jake who is a basketball al star and his
beautiful cheerleader girlfriend. He has a friend named Rodger and this friend of his grew up with him all
through school. Then on day Amy Briggs came up and asked Jake if he wanted to go to the party that they
were having and had to choose between her or Rodger. Rodger told him to go with her and that's when it
started. He started forgetting about Johnny and when he would walk past johnny he never said any thing after
that to him. Then one day Johnny was sick of it and brought a gun to his school and that's when Jake stood
up from his crouch position and went over to him and said you don't have to do this and Rodger said | have
to. Then bang Rodger shoot him self in the head because he was picked over a girl and forgotten about. Then
Jake started figuring things out and he started blaming him self for Rodger's death that day. Then things
changed at there school they had a home basketball game and he meet a priest and they started talking. Then
Jake did some thing stupid he got drunk at a party and the cops were called and Amy warned him and then
when he heard the cops say let's look up stairs he put his cloths on quickly and opened the door and closed it
before the cops found him. He jumped the brick wall and started looking and noticed that Amy had taken his
truck. So he called the priest guy and he gave him aride home. That's when he started going to church where
the priest taught at and then saw a picture of Rodger on the wall. Then he brought his girlfriend to the church
and the peopl e that went there started making fun of Amy because of the cloths she wore to the church. Then
she ran out and told him she was pregnant with his child and she drove off. That's when he went back into
the church and made his point out that it was his girlfriend and she was just like them and she should be
treated equal like every one else. And that's when his life changed completely. Then they had another party
and akid walked in and every one made fun of him because he wasn't cool enough. So the next day he saw
thiskid at school and went over to him and introduced him self to him. Then that's when he went to the
church and the people had discussion to eat together even though he was popular they still hung out together.
So that's the challenge choose popularity over adverage people and that's when his girlfriend went to some
one else and Jake didn't like that. Now hislifeisreally screwed up. | would recommend this book to any one
to read if they like books that are so spectacular that you would want to read it more than once. Which one
would you pick you hot girlfriend or your best friend you grew up with?

Sar ah says

To Save A Lifeis about ayoung man who suffers from the loss of his best friend growing up to suicide.
Through out the book you come to know the characters both the main one and the one who commited
suicide. It isavery touching story that will have you crying at the end. you watch how jake the main
character comes to grip with life, love and the gospel. It is an eye opener to show the main character the
important thingsin life. Y ou read about how jakes life changes all in the matter of afew months.

| really loved this book it was so good and amazing. there are some dark themes but over all it is such an
uplifting book that has your heart from beginning to end. there are so many relatable things for young adults
in this book. It shows how important it is to not only have your head about you but to think of things
according to right and wrong.

Callee Gilfoy says

Rate: 4
| was hooked into reading this book by the first chapter. The story line is relatable to teenagers and young



adults which helped while reading it. The book was easy to follow but still kept you wanting to read more
about the relationship Jake Taylor (main character) has with his friends and girlfriends and how he learnsto
accept and love god. For akid who had everything a high schooler could want,he finally realized what was
important in life.

My favorite part of the book was when Jake Taylor finally had that ah ha moment in hislife. When he found
what was missing and knew how he was going to change for better. The main charactersin the book made
me believe everything that happened and made it very real. The book isvery relatable to a high schoolers
life.

From when the book was written to know, | don't believe much has changed. High schools still have their
cliques and dramafilled halls. This book does do avery good job on showing how you can make a difference
as a person and stepping outside your comfort zone can lead to great things.

Karizma D says

The Main character in this book is Jake. Jake witnessed his best friend Roger kill himself. Jake had not really
spoke to Roger in along time because Jake became popular and did not think his new friends would accept
Roger because his leg was messed up from a accident that happened when they were younger. After Jake
see's Roger shoot himself he see's so many others getting bullied and just stands there he has so many
chances to stand up for them but he let his pride stand in the way of that. He meets this one man named Chris
who kinds of guides Jake into putting his Pride aside and standing up for people who get bullied. Jake and
his father where not really In a good note the whole time but by the end they finally found there love for each
other and grew stronger.

I would recommend this book too maybe not everyone because not everyone would like this read. To me this
avery good book and if you have a heart you would have sympothy over the characters. The book was a
Ipng aread but deffintly worth it because its very relateable to situations in this generation.

Wendopolis says

Redlistic and absorbing. A couple spots are a bit saccharine, but overall good.

Sammy Allen says

Trigger Warning: Depression. bullying, suicide

This book packed such a punch. It was well written, and dealt with very serious and real issues that many
teens face. | loved the character development and that we got to see avery real and genuine change in the
main character, Jake, throughout the novel.




Donna says

| was pleasantly surprised that | liked this book so much. It's sad what teenagers have to face on adaily basis.
One hopes that more teenagers would be like the main character when he realized that there's more to life
than trying to uphold a certain "image".

Nick Handrich says

| read “To Save A Life” by Jim and Rachel Britts. Jake grew up playing sports with his best friend, Roger,
until one day an injury made it hard for Roger to participate. Later in high school Jake became popular after
he made the starting lineup on the basketball team. He got asked to go to a party by one of the cool girls, and
he chose to ditch Roger to go to the party. Their friendship deteriorated and they didn't talk for the next three
years of high school. Roger grows tired of being pushed around and makes a decision that will change Jake's
outlook on life.

Jake was the main character who struggled finding the answer to the question he asked himself, “could he
have saved his best friend, Roger?” There were other characters such as: Amy, who was his girlfriend; Doug,
who was his teammate and friend; and Chris, who played an important role in helping Jake get through the
loss of hisfriend.

“To Save A Life” took placein ahigh school setting in modern times. This was important because it showed
the things that happen in school that people don't know about. For example, the forming of groups and how
people are rejected from these groups because of their social status.

| would have to say the theme was to strive to be a better person. Everybody makes mistakes and things will
happen in their lives that could change everything. This includes the people who surround them and the
things that happen to change them.

I would recommend this book to anyone 16 and up, because the events that take place in this book are not
always appropriate for younger readers. Besides that, this book has many important messages. M essages
such as no one's perfect, be a better person, and encourage others.

Danielle Tidwell says

"To SavealLife" by Jim Brittsis by FAR my favorite book. It isavery fast and easy read based off of the
movie. It is about ayoung senior, Jake, who has a very bright future with basketball and the college league.
His grades aren't the best, though, and his strict, adulterer of a father never seemsto be pleased by Jake. Jake
grew up being best friends with a close by kid named Rodger. Rodger saved Jake's life when they were kids
but ended up busting his own leg. Asthey grew older and got to high school Jake and Rodger went their own
ways as Jake became the popular basketball jock and Rodger became the victim of most neighborhood
bullies. Rodger eventually brought a gun to school and shot himself in the hallway. In the process of coping
with the loss of hisformer best friend, Jake comes to some realizations with himself. Jake soon is the reason
of several people not only deciding against suicide, but also going on to have a brighter future in their own
messed up lives. | would recommend this book to most teens going through high school, because it can really



help those that are going through rough times, and it can show others to watch how they treat people.

Shelby says

Jake and Roger were inseparable. Best buds. They did everything together. Roger even saved Jake from
certain death once, paying for the cost. But high school was awhole different ball game. Jake climbed to the
top of the social ladder, but Roger stayed several rungs beneath him. Their friendship deteriorated to
nothing- it was like they didn’t even know each other. One day Roger brings a gun to school, and ends his
liferight in front of Jake. Jake had no ideawhat Roger had been going through. Jake's life had been perfect-
wealth, popularity, a hot girlfriend, and a college scholarship. He had been blind to the pain he had caused
Roger in regjecting him. Until it was too late.

To Savealifeishonestly one of the most awakening and touching stories I’ ve ever read. The book was
based on the movie, which | plan on seeing soon. | loved seeing Jake evolve from a heartless jerk to a caring
and loving person. The tragedy that happened to Roger seemed so dramatic and surreal, but | know it’s quite
prevalent in schools today. Something that also surprised me was the fakeness of Jake' s youth group. I've
goneto church every Sunday my whole life, and I’ ve always thought that the church was filled with kind,
loving Christian people. But this story opened my eyesto thelie|’ve believed. | look around now, in my
youth group, and wonder how sincere these people are. Who puts on a fagade each Sunday? How many of
these teens are “ Dannys?”’

This book is definitely worth reading, for both teens and adults. But since Jake and his friends don’t really
have any morals, there are some words. Also, Jake' s relationship with his girlfriend, Amy, is not exactly
pure. But | know that the authors only put that in to make it all seem real. Just be aware that this book deals
with very gritty issues when deciding if younger tweens (middle school age) should read To Save a Life.
Personally, | think kids should be alittle older (like in high school), but it's your call. ? To sumit all up, |
loved this book, and I'm sureit’s lessons will never leave me. It shouts a message that the world is desperate
to hear. Before it’ s too late.

Quick Content Review:

Profanity- Mild (Jake cusses out the fakersin his youth group, but nothing too heavy. A few words scattered
elsewhere, but God’ s name is not abused.)

Violence- Minor- (When they are young boys, Roger pushes Jake out of the way of a car and takes the hit
himself. Roger commits suicide. Johnny is a cutter, and Andrea admits she once was, too. Jake jumps in front
of apolice car, but only gets scratched. Nothing is described at all.)

Sexual- Mild (Amy flirts seductively with Jake; the two kiss frequently and have sex at a party; Amy
becomes pregnant, but Jake persuades her to keep the baby. Jake' s friends act like high school guys,
whistling at girls and making some comments. Nothing heavy or over the top...all negative language/bad
content was added to make the story seem real. Jake' s behavior is not glorify in the least, but rather used asa
warning of how conseguences can affect your life.)

Other negative content- Jake goes to a couple parties where there is under-age drinking. It’s discovered that
his dad has cheated on his mom. Danny, the pastor’ s son, smokes pot with a group of other church-going
kids.




Nicole says

This book was better than | expected, and I'm eager to now see the movie.
I liked how raw it was, but as a youth leader, it was also heartbreaking at times.

Thiswas on my Possible Unhaul TBR, but | think I'm going to keep it for now.




