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A handful of grain isfound in the pocket of a murdered businessman! Rex Fortescue, king of afinancial
empire, was sipping teain his 'counting house' when he suffered an agonising and sudden death. On later
inspection, the pockets of the deceased were found to contain traces of cereals. Yet, it was the incident in the
parlour which confirmed Jane Marple's suspicion that here she was looking at a case of crime by rhyme!

A Pocket Full of Rye Details

Date : Published January 1st 2000 by Signet (first published November 9th 1953)
ISBN : 9780451199867

Author : Agatha Christie

Format : Paperback 220 pages

Genre : Mystery, Fiction, Crime, Classics

¥ Download A Pocket Full of Rye ...pdf

B Read Online A Pocket Full of Rye ...pdf

Download and Read Free Online A Pocket Full of Rye Agatha Christie


http://bookspot.club/book/834378.a-pocket-full-of-rye
http://bookspot.club/book/834378.a-pocket-full-of-rye
http://bookspot.club/book/834378.a-pocket-full-of-rye
http://bookspot.club/book/834378.a-pocket-full-of-rye
http://bookspot.club/book/834378.a-pocket-full-of-rye
http://bookspot.club/book/834378.a-pocket-full-of-rye
http://bookspot.club/book/834378.a-pocket-full-of-rye
http://bookspot.club/book/834378.a-pocket-full-of-rye

From Reader Review A Pocket Full of Rye for online ebook

Susan in NC says

Unbelievable- | found aMiss Marple | don't recall reading! Or if | did, | was very young...either way, | know
I've seen the BBC version at some point. Not sureif it was my beloved Joan Hickson or one of the other
Marples.

I enjoyed this book thoroughly and read it through in one rainy, cloudy, frigid winter Sunday - perfect! The
local library has abeautiful collection of Christie books so | am able to indulge my current reading project of
finishing Miss Marple in order and then Poirot - a much bigger challenge because of the number of books he
starred in! | see avisit to the used book storein my future...

This book opensin aLondon business office as morning teais being served; the secretaries suffer through
another serving of weak tea (the junior typist/tea maker never can get the water boiling), but Rex Fortescue,
head of the firm and sometimes shady tycoon, is of course enjoying his own perfectly prepared tea. Miss
Grosvenor is the ultimate glamorous office accessory - looks the part, classy, cool, calm and collected,
makes perfect tea, offers the requisite "yes, Mr. Fortescue" as expected - but when her boss collapses in afit
after she serves his tea, she loses her cool immediately. As Fortescue struggles to breath he chokes out, "The
tea - what the hell did you put in the teal" Of course attention first falls on the secretary - but was she more
than that?

Inspector Neele of Scotland Y ard is soon called in when taxine, a slow-acting poison derived from yew trees,
isfound in Fortescue's system. Now that it's a poisoning death, the action of course swiftly shiftsto his home
- the taxine had to be introduced at breakfast, so off Neele goes to Surrey to look for the poison source at
Fortescue's home - yup, none other than Y ewtree Lodge!

Too fun - and Christie, the master at misdirection and interesting characters continues in that vein; we have
the twin to the glamorous secretary in the blonde, beautiful, 30-years-younger former manicurist second wife
- area "sexy piece" and definitely not too broken up over becoming awidow...in fact, the inspector and
household staff have a hard time even tracking her down to give her the tragic news as she's out "golfing"
with the local gigolo...eldest son Percival, prim, proper and cheap to the point of meanness, is off in the north
of England on business for the family firm, but Neele soon learns that the firm was in big trouble and coming
close to going bust; Percy and the old man were fighting regularly over Fortescue's erratic behavior and
borderlineillegal and risky business deals. So much so that the old man called back Lancelot, the black
sheep second son and junior partner, back from his African exile to come back and maybe help push Percy
out?

Motives abound but Neele soon sees hisway clear - the bombshell wife, Adele, stood to inherit afortune and
had love |etters from her golf-playing lover hidden away in a secret drawer; it seems an open and shut case.
But he's back to square one when she's found poisoned from afternoon tea and the housemaid is found
strangled. Where to turn in this seemingly impossible case? Lucky for Neele, the sad, silly housemaid Gladys
once worked for Miss Marple, who has seen the sensational news stories about the triple murder and feels
compelled to come see what she can do to help.

That'swhy | love her so - sheistruly nemesis personified. Yes, Gladys was silly and stupid and gullible and
not very good at her job, but she had worked for and lived with Miss Marple right out of the orphanage and
Miss M feels responsible for her. Finally, the murderer, in a cruel and twisted bit of spite, pinched the



victim's nose with a clothespin from the laundry- that nasty impulse signals the murderer's end, did he or she
but know it..." That's what made me so angry...It was such a cruel, contemptuous gesture. It gave me akind
of picture of the murderer...It's very wicked, you know, to affront human dignity. Particularly if you've
aready killed", Miss Marple explains. The more | reread of her adventures, the more | appreciate that
Christie truly created an amazing character here, and | ook forward to rediscovering al of her stories.

Menia says

B.R.A.CE. 2018 d¢?tep0o BIBA?0 YA TNV TETP2DU TWV CLYYPA P2V Sl APOPETIK?C EBVIK2TNTOC
OV Kal OgV OV ap?00ULV Ol 1oToP?eC TG MIC MOpPTA, ELTLX PG €07 ELPAVLETAL EAPXIOTA ;)

Niveditha R says

| hadn't read a Miss Marple mystery in quite along time. Glad | chose this one. | partly worked it out by
paying careful attention, but as usual Agatha Christie succeeded in befuddling me in some aspects!

Wheat | love about Miss Marple isthe way she compares character traits to someone she knows/ knew
personally. Also, the way she uses her age and dithering manner to gain alevel of comfort with the suspects
isremarkable. Obviously us readers can see through her tricks! She's pink and cute and fluffy and my
favourite Christie sleuth!

However in this case, Miss Marple makes her appearance about 40% into the book and is not a constant
presence through the remaining pages, so | found it hard to believe when she reveals the name of the
murderer in the end.

That apart, it isaquick read and an interesting murder mystery which | would recommend to all Christie
fans.

Hafsa Sabira says

Not the best Miss Marple | have read.

Melindam says

Sng a song of sixpence,

A pocket full of rye.

Four and twenty blackbirds,
Baked in a pie.



When the pie was opened
The birds began to sing;
Wasn't that a dainty dish,
To set before the king.

The king was in his counting house,
Counting out his money;

The queen was in the parlour,
Eating bread and honey.

The maid was in the garden,
Hanging out the clothes,
When down came a blackbird
And pecked off her nose.

Thetitle and parts of the plot of the novel refer to the nursery rhyme quoted above.
Originaly | gave thisbook 3 stars, but upon re-reading | decided it deserves a 4th. )

The only problem | have with the book is that almost all characters are unlikeable. Apart from Miss Marple,
Inspector Neele and Pat Fortescue (view spoiler)

, the rest are a nasty, unsympathetic bunch. (OK, maybe Elaine Fortescue is just simply pathetic, but still
unlikeable.) They are very well described: precisely and concisely and you can imagine any of them doing
thekilling al right.

And hats off to Agatha Christie's brilliancy, for queerly enough, she manages what no others (according to
my limited knowledge) can, namely, making the first victim's dying and the subsequent pathological
consultation the funniest part of the book. This she does, not with malice or morbidity, but with an
irresistible, gentle irony, concentrating on the various reactions of the other people around: a bunch of
secretaries and typists at aloss what to do in time of crisis and the professional satisfaction the pathol ogist
takes in the "unusua" method of poisoning.

Miss Marple does her usual stuff to satisfaction: knitting baby-things, drawing references to characters of her
native village St. Mary Mead & eventually finding the murderer.

Stephanie Anze says

"Sing a song of sixpence, a pocket full of rye,
Four and twenty blackbirds baked in a pie.

When the pie was opened the birds began to sing,
Wasn't that a dainty dish to set before the king.

The king was in his counting house, counting out his money,
The queen was in the parlour eating bread and honey.

The maid was in the garden hanging out the clothes,

When there came allitte dickey bird and nipped off her nose."



When Rex Fortescue suddenly fallsill after drinking his regular cup of tea at his office and dies shortly after,
the police suspect foul play. Inspector Neele visits Y ewtree Lodge, Mr. Fortecue's home, to interview the
family and staff. Between ayounger second wife, an son with which Mr. Fortescue was currenlty at odds
with, a daughter who wished to marry but the fiance was not aproved by dad and awhole slew of characters
with the staff, inspector Neele has no shortage of suspects and an abundance of motives. Asthe investigation
progresses, Miss Marple inserts herself into the case and soon links the murder to arhyme. Uncovering a
complex plot, Miss Marple unmasks the cul prit.

The seventh book in the Miss Marple series, 'A Pocket full of Rye' was originally published in 1953. Rex
Fortescue is a ruthless business man with questionable practices. Accustomed to having a cup of tea at work,
he fallsill quite suddenly and dies. A handful of ryeisfound in his pocket and soon his death is a confirmed
case of poisoning through taxine. Inspector Neele is assigned to the case which leads him to Y ewtree Lodge,
the home of the the Fortecues. The house is surrounded by the plant needed to get taxine and now inspector
Neele has a household full of suspects. Miss Marple reads about the murder in the papers and after another
twist in the case, getsinvolved. As per usua with Christie, there were plenty of red herrings and
misdirections. | greatly enjoyed the way in which the plot unravelled and found the characters intriguing and
entertaning (especially Miss Ramsbottom, the sister of Mr. Fortecue's first wife). | love how the rhyme was
incorporated into the narrative and how the culprit came to be revealed. This book is yet another favorite by
Miss Christie and | absolutely loveit. This book is acrime by rhyme and it was done masterfully. Highly
recommended!

Elham says

Although Miss Marple is aways the one who finally finds the truths, too bad she's not herself areal
detective. | think | must look for such character in radical science-fiction dystopian feminist novels.

Lydia Dyslin says

Just what. | thought | had it all figured out. And | did, to some extent. But | definitely did NOT get the
murder right. The one character | liked in this book (besides Miss Marple and Inspector Neele, obviously)
didit?21?21?2 | WAS SO WRONG. | DIDN'T BELIEVE THE WORST IN PEOPLE, WHICH | SHOULD
OBVIOUSLY DO. Miss Marple saysit herself. EVERYBODY is asuspect in these books. EVERY. BODY.
GOT THAT???

Even that inconspicuous museum guard. He probably did it. Don't think "Oh the guard never doesit"
BECAUSE HE DOESIT IN THISBOOK OK (Metaphorically)

L ady Clementina ffinch-ffarowmor e says

Book 12 for the Miss Marple Challenge. When | picked up my copy of thisone, | found the first couple of
pages has fallen out?so | used for the first time, the “ preview” feature on GR to read the missing bit?so very
glad thiswas available.

The wealthy Rex Fortescue, a shrewd but unscrupulous man, is poisoned, falling ill just after having teain



his office, his pocket full of rye. While Mr Fortescue’' s name and circumstances of his death merely hinted at
the rhyme “ Sing a Song od Sixpence”, before long there are other deaths, the similarities with the rhyme no
longer coincidental. But one of the people killed, the young maid Gladys Martin happened to be Miss
Marple' s former maid, and the crud circumstances of her death bring Miss Marple to the Fortescues
residence Y ewtree Lodge, where Inspector Neele, in charge of the case, and a bit out of his depth with it,
finds himself relying on her skills before long. Mr Fostescue has some skeletonsin his closet, and not al is
right with his current life either?his second wife, the glamorous Adele, thirty years hisjunior isin love with
another man, his elder son Percival isworried about Mr Fortescue' s sudden tendency to speculate with his
wealth and mounting losses, his daughter has a suitor he disapproves of, while his younger son Lance, who
Mr Fortescue had kicked out some years ago over aforged cheque seems to be returning expecting a
reconciliation. Miss Marple once again relies on her age, and indeed the stereotypes associated with it
(gossiping) to obtain an insight into al those involved, and her skills of finding parallels for character in
people she has known in St Mary Mead too come to her aid. Christie as usual, surprises us with how the
murders were committed, whodunit, and what it was that the maid Gladys saw or heard that led her to lose
her life. This was another enjoyable Marple mystery, with plenty of secrets even if not as many plot twists as
some others. | enjoy mysteriesin country house settings, and this was again one such. Great (re)read.

Susan says

As anybody who reads the Miss Marple books knows, she often trains young housemaids, so they can go
into service. When Miss Marple reads that one of the young maids she trained, Gladys Martin, has been
found strangled - a clothes peg left on her nose - in the garden of the house where she worked, she sets off at
once to see who did such awicked thing. Murder had already visited the family, as the head of the
household, Mr Rex Fortecue, was poisoned at work and, in his pocket, was a handful of rye...

The crimesin thisnovel are al lined to the nursery rhyme, “ Sing a song of sixpence...” and yet it all seems
unbelievable to Detective Inspector Nedle, who is sent to investigate. However, as Miss Marple points out to
him, there must be blackbird and, indeed, there are blackbirds. She quickly getsto know the members of the
family and, of course, managesto unravel the reasons behind the murders. Meanwhile, D.1. Neele, having
heard of Miss Marpl€' s reputation, is quite happy to listen to what she hasto say.

Thisisone of my favourite Miss Marple mysteries. | love the opening of the book, the characters and the
way Christie deftly creates the various plot twists. Miss Marple is aso very involved in the storyline and her
outrage on Gladys behalf is wonderful to see. Although never emotional, she is obviously quite attached to
those young girls who pass through her little cottage in St Mary Mead, and she is determined to see justice
done.

Mansuriah Hassan says

Agatha Christie is definitely one of my favourite author. | immensely enjoyed this book - an innocent cup of
tealeads the reader on a path of exploration into the world of avery disfunctional family. Thisisagood
Miss Marple mystery. Even though Miss Marple was not mentioned as often as | had expected.

A Pocket Full of Rye contains many of the very best elements of Agatha Christie: vivid and interesting



characters, agreat set-up, and the clever "gimmick" of three murders all being cleverly tied together by a
child's nursery rhyme. Miss Marple comes to the conclusion that, similarly to what we have read in 'And
Then There Were None', they are dealing with a crime by rhyme.

First, | really enjoyed the manner in which the plot is unraveled in the book. We have been introduced to the
murder very quickly and the investigation starts from the second chapter itself. Second, the way we are
introduced to the characters. Christie also made sure that all the charactersin this book blend into the main
plot, which isreally nice. Third, the plot of the story is believable, murdersfelt real and not at all far-fetched.

However, if you are aMiss Marple fan, | have to disappoint you. Although it is a Marple mystery, most of
the investigation processis done by the police. As aways, she holds the key to the whole business but she
doesn’'t get involved until the very end. The ending for me was a great surprise —avery witty and cleverly
done business and | have to admit | suspected someone else all along. The murderer turned out to be
someone | did not want it to be.

To sum up, it isawell written work and is hard to put down once the first victim dies. Y ou cannot help being
involved in the story and keep investigating with Inspector Neele all along. | can guarantee that you will not
be disappointed.

BrokenTune says

It was Miss Somers' turn to make the tea. Miss Somers was the newest and the most inefficient of typists. She
was no longer young and had a mild worried face like a sheep. The kettle was not quite boiling when Miss
Somers poured the water on the tea, but poor Miss Somers was never quite sure when a kettle was bailing. It
was one of the many worries that afflicted her in life.

She poured out the tea and took the cups round with a couple of limp, sweet biscuitsin each saucer.

That quote has very little to do with the plot of A Pocket Full of Rye, but it does set the tone of this story.
There is something edgy and sinister about A Pocket Full of Rye. Thisisnot a"cozy" mystery. Sure, thereis
not blood or gore, but there is darkness, thirst for revenge, and cal culating human horribleness.

And that'swhat | see in the mention of tepid teaand limp biscuits. No, | kid. But | do see in this opening that
there is something just not right, and it is this feeling that runs through this story.

| can't say that | liked this story alot, and | can't even put my finger on why thisis. Maybe it is because of the
murder method causes me to have questions, maybe it because the police investigation misses the mark so
often, or maybe it is because of that horrible children's rhyme that is the basis for this story, but it isnot a
story that | enjoy re-reading alot.

Nevertheless, | recommend it. The different relationship angles in this story are fascinating. Dark, but
benefiting from Christie's acute eye for suffering that can be caused by family.

Approach with strong tea, and sweet, rich, fresh biscuits.




Kavita says

A Pocketful of Ryeisyet another murder mystery based on a nursery rhyme, one was one of my favourite
ones. A businessman called Rex dies. His body is found with afew grains of rye in his pocket. Then comes
the death of the 'queen in the parlour eating bread and honey.' And finally, the 'maid in the garden hanging
out the clothes. Even the blackbird pecking off her nose was implied by a clothes clip on her nose.

Thistriple murder came to Miss Marple's notice because she had trained the maid and looked out for her.
She comes to the house and begins her investigations in her fluffy and twittering manner. The suspects are
many for reasons of greed or love, but could it be just more obvious than that? Of course, there was the old
Blackbird Mine scandal, which could have motivated revenge. Which was it?

Thisis pretty delightful in many ways. Sadly, the murderer isthe one | didn't specifically want it to be. Oh,
well! The book also doesn't anymore have surprises for me because | have read it multiple times. Now, it's
just acomfort read.

?Emily says

[Gladys (hide spoiler)]

Sophie Hannah says

Loved this - brilliantly surprising ending, and one of those ideal Christie solutions where everything turns on
its head at the end and al the same facts suddenly look completely different. | would have given it four stars,
except that Miss Marple didn't really (asfar as| can see) have enough clues to lead her to the truth. She
seemed to have magicked the truth out of nowhere. | know she's a genius about human nature, but 1'd have
liked a couple of more concrete cluesto set her on the right path. Still....it's a novel by Agatha, and therefore
in aleague way above most books!

Vichy says

Molog ok ?twoe 1o Peg d?pteokiov; H deotoiv?g Fkp?oevop, 1a1T?pa ypappat?a¢ tou; H

YUVO KO TOL AVT?A KOl 0 €pacT?¢ tng B?Biav Ntuprou?; H kK?pn tov EAv; O yiog tou M72paot Bai ?
n yuva2ka tov T¢Vigep; O yiog tou AVaoehot; (N Map, n o?2uyog Tov AVOENOT, ATOKAE?ETOL) H
olkovuoc Ma?pn Ntaf ; H paye?piooca Kpaur ? o Vtpag o MTI2tAEp; N uTNP2Ipla FKAVTUC
M?pTiv; ?1n vTp?tpia 2AAeV; H deoToIv?2¢ PAUCUTI?TON, OdEA@? TN TIP?NV (TEBau?vng ua)

YuvVa K¢ Tov;

O eruBewpnT?¢ NNA TNC ZK?2TAAVT FUAPVT KAl 0 apXIE?AOKAC XAV av 0gv £2Xav T Bo?0eia ¢
Mi¢ MapTiA aK?ua Ba paxvav...

E?xa va 10 3170w TRAA? XpVid. AyK?200 Kp?0TL: yy?non ATOANUCTIK?C 0GTUVOUIK?G
AOYOTEXV 20, CVTOMN LOTOP?A Ha OEUVN KAl GTIA?TN.



(view spoiler)

Jeff says

It's been along time since I’ ve read any Agatha Christie and it’ s easy to let one’s brain flow back into her
story telling style. Her books do have a comforting familiarity. Dry humor to set the scene; the murder; the
investigation; more dead bodies; the red herrings; the revealing.

No heavy lifting required. Like a pleasant spring day. ThisoneisaMiss Marple and a decent read. It also
provides an unexpected and emotional denouement.

Here' sthe kicker for me: | find it very quaint that the British police force let an old lady (their term: old
pussy. Yikes!) wander into a crime scene and start sorting things out and offering clues. Here' sthe way it
would go down in America: Old lady wanders onto multiple murder scene, annoys American cops, American
cops plant crack pipe on old lady, subject her to a strip search and interrogation, drop her 20 miles outside of
town, murder, of course, remains unsolved. If this were James Ellroy, they’d dip her amickey and film her
having sex with a camel, just for good measure.

Adrian says

Without a doubt this has been one of my favourite books in the Miss Marple chalenge. It isnot anovel |
remembered reading and so it was wonderful to experience for the first time (maybe ?)

Aswith alot of the novels, Miss M isinit only fleetingly, but each appearance is worth waiting for in terms
of insight and revelation, and yes | till see Joan Hickson every time.

Ledie says

3.5* for this audiobook edition

Miss Marple plays a smaller role in this book than she did in the Joan Hickson dramatization, which | found
disappointing. However, Richard Grant does an excellent narration.

Raya ???7? says
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