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Mac says

Is there nothing Jeffery Deaver can't write about and catch your imagination? It all comes down to the vivid
characters he peoples his stories with. Just look at the main character Rune. Gotta love Rune. She's quite the
feisty, tiny dynamo. I definitely must read "Hard News", the third book of the series.

Francesco says

Vote: 3,50
Class: L-B3 (FP) *

(this is an early work of Deaver, written before his full professional maturity)

This second Rune novel is not, like the first, one of the may awesome Deaver thriller: it's only good,
sometimes great, sometimes only not bad.
All in all I liked it: the story and the characters are good, the writing style is great and I liked the subtle
humor in background.
I think I'll read the third and final book of the series (but not anytime soon).

The plot (3,00) is well thought and well told (writing style: 4,00), better than the first book; the ending is
usual breathtaking Deaver (even if it was not so unexpected).

The characters (3,00) are well described and likable, not so great but good. I liked Rune.

* It's a story about the death of a porn actress and so some passages of this book are somewhat... gross, and
not suitable for young readers.

Bettie? says

Rune number two, she is endearing and says 'thems the breaks' a lot.

Susan says

Bill Farley, the owner of my favorite bookshop, made me read this book because of the main character. Rune
(and that's all the name she has) is a character you won't soon forget. She's delicious. A little bit street
person, a little bit sophisticate, a little bit waif, a little bit in total control. She's amazing. She's trying to break
into the film business and in the process collects dangerous evidence with her video camera. There is one
other Rune book and I'm saving it for a special occasion.



Patrick Ellard says

A vast improvement on the first book in the series. Gone are many of the overly whimsical sequences that
were in the first book, Deaver has grown Rune into a much more likeable character and coupled this with the
usual twists and turns contained within his books. A good read.

Jeff Savin says

Second in the Rune trilogy. Interesting story, a couple twists I didn't see coming, but other stuff was just
okay. Like the first, not my favorite, but still intriguing enough to make me continue on with the trilogy and
get into Deaver's more acclaimed work.

Jessie (thatchickwithabook) says

3.5 stars. Death Of A Blue Movie Star is significantly better than Manhattan Is My Beat. Deaver's writing,
who at this point was in the very beginning of his career, has improved vastly since his first novel. There was
a spelling mistake or two that I would have liked to hope would've been corrected in the editing stages.

I have a couple of things that really bugged me about Rune. She's a main character, and a character cannot be
without flaws - it's human nature. However, I was shocked at Rune's behaviour in some situations that was
always justified by the author, etc. The first example is when Rune is constantly ungrateful to her employers,
an awful employee and late all the time. You simply wouldn't keep a job if you acted like this. She's also
completely rude at work, whiny, childish and doesn't actually work. At all. It's not something that came
across as endearing or comical, just a massive sense of "how on earth has she still got a job?"

I also couldn't stand when Sam was called away to a bomb site with an active bomb and as he's rushing away
to get there to 'save the day' (so to speak), Rune internally whines about him leaving and not saying goodbye.
The man has a bomb to diffuse in something like twelve minutes in a different area of New York. Get it
together, Rune.

Overall, the plot was a lot better than its predecessor novel but I can't justify Rune sometimes. I really hope
Sam Healy is a character I'll see in the next and final Rune novel, because he was endearingly wonderful and
truly cares about our main character.

Ada Iaboni says

OK, #2 was pretty good.
The subject matter was not of my liking much, but it was handled well.
And, I was actually surprised about who the bad guy was and the twists of a couple of underlining story-
lines. Worth reading.



Tony says

Jeffery Deaver- Death of a Blue Movie Star (Bantam Books 2000) 3.25 Stars

Rune almost gets blown up as a bomb destroys a porn theatre that she was walking by. Now she wants to
make a film about it through the eyes of porn star Shelly Lowe. When a second bomb kills her star it leaves
her questioning the true motives behind the bombings. Her investigation into the truth could be a lot more
than she signed up for, as someone tries to put a stop to her hunt for the truth and her film. Can Rune find the
answers before the truth destroys her?

I did not find Death of a Blue Movie Star to be as good as the last Rune book I read, although I still enjoyed
it. Rune is a very interesting character as she is so different from your usual book characters. Her curiosity
always seems to lead her into tough jams that make for good storylines and different kinds of investigations
that you don’t see in your typical mystery novel. I did find myself wishing that the plot would pick up the
pace a little bit and maybe have a little bit more depth to the case than what there was. The ending came as a
bit of a surprise, although I was looking for something more shocking, with a little more ‘wow!’ to it.

As you can see I kind of have mixed feelings about this one so I won’t say recommend or not recommend,
you can read the review and make up your own minds.

For more of my reviews check out my website, www.tonypeters.webs.com

Tony Peters
Kids on a Case: The Case of the Ten Grand Kidnapping
http://authortonypeters.blogspot.com/

Jerry B says

Second early Deaver to feature now camera-woman Rune...

In his earlier "Manhattan Is My Beat", Deaver introduced the very quirky young female Rune, in that story
now a video store clerk after a bunch of other nondescript former day jobs. Her amusing machinations in
pursuit of the plot therein almost overshadowed the mystery and suspense of the story per se.

Rune seems a little more "established" in this second outing -- she's an employed camerawoman looking to
do her own documentary on the side. After a bomb wipes out a porn theater, she decides to tell the story
about it through interviewing the porn star on screen when the explosion occurred -- then lo and behold that
actress gets offed in an unbelievable coincidence. Rune takes on the task of documenting the movie star's
life, with the goal of maybe solving her murder for good measure, at what turns out to be no little risk to her
own life and liberty!

As in the first Rune tale, our leading lady is so unpredictable and amusing that even if the plot and its thrills
and chills pale compared to Deaver's later novels, we still come away amused and entertained. While we



thought #1 was a tad better, we'll still pick up "Hard News" (Rune #3) to finish out the trilogy...

Donna Hulsey says

First one of this series I have read. It was very good, with likeable characters and well written plot. Set in
NYC in the heart of the porn district, someone is setting bombs in movie theaters who show porn. It appears
that the police are not interested in solving this case, due to their personal distaste for the people who get
killed. There's a delicious twist at the end that really surprised me.

Don says

Death Of A Blue Movie Star is number 2 of the ‘Rune’ series of Jeffrey Deaver's books. As always with
Deaver’s books an enjoyable, if somewhat dated, read. By dated I am referring to the fact that every time a
phone call needs to be made Rune needs to find a public/pay phone…which, wherever Rune is, always
works! It is a pity that authors or publishers do not see fit to re-publish a book with updated versions
eliminating old technology (pay phone) for contemporary equivalents, particularly when there are still people
reading these older books.

Enough of my opinion! In Death of a Blue Movie Star we again we find young Rune barely able to hold
down her job despite appearing to be very capable. This time Rune wants to make a documentary and is able
to borrow her ‘Australian’ employer’s video camera for said project after hours. Supposedly Australian
employers sounded very much like a Cockney accent as I read the book. The vernacular was not quite right,
in my opinion. To me this was so with many movies of the 1970s and 1980s which contained an ‘Australian”
character which often sounded very British.

Young Rune’s project soon sees her involved with murders which only she wants to solve. Generally, the
police are not all that inclined to pursue these crimes because they occur and involve persons making Adult
Movies. The only person who considers her crusade worthwhile is a member of the bomb squad and is nearly
twice her age. Does he have an ulterior motive for helping her? Read the book to find out!

Death of a Blue Movie Star is an enjoyable read, as are all of Deaver's ‘Rune’ books; however Death of a
Blue Movie Star had a totally unexpected twist near the end.

I have rated Death of a Blue Movie Star a solid three star read

Chuck says

This story was an entertaining read. It was first published 19 years ago and obviously technology has



changed a lot in that time (pay phones!), however, the story holds up.

Rune is a 21 year old woman still trying to find her niche in the world. She is kind of funky and feisty, and a
little full of herself. The story is about porn stars being killed by the use of bombs, and Rune's attempt to film
a documentary about one of the stars.

Her romance with the bomb squad detective is played well and not pushed. I feel Deaver has more of an eye
for the female characters then the men but this is a story dedicated to the actresses and Rune.

It has suspense, drama, and some very nice twists.

The Cats Mother says

Like with the first book of the series, the story was OK but I detested Rune, the main character. She's selfish,
wilful, careless and stupid, thinks nothing of using anyone she meets in order to achieve her own ends - in
this case to make a movie. She's indignant about the exploitation of porn stars, but sees nothing wrong in
using the death of one to chase her own dreams. She exploits the good nature of Sam the bomb-disposal
expert, even going through his briefcase in her single minded quest not for justice or the truth, but to get her
film made. She's weird, pretending to be quirky, and immature, although she's supposed to be in her late 20s.
She's prepared to date another man so he will finance her project, but is indignant when people like the
police mistake her for a hooker. She screws up her employer's ad campaign, costing them hundreds of
thousands, and is all "ah well, never mind"...
I liked the twist at the end so it still gets 3 stars, but I won't be reading the last one and will stick to his later
books.

Kristie says

V po?adí již druhý díl s Rune, jejíž pravé jméno se asi nikdy nedozvíme. Rune momentáln? pracuje v
produk?ní spole?nosti jako asistentka a touží kone?n? nato?it dokument a stát se tím, po ?em touží –
dokumentaristkou. Jen hledá to správné téma, které by zaujalo. Po rozchodu s Richardem a špatných
investicích získaných pen?z žije na hausbótu a dá se ?íct, že hledá samu sebe. D?ív než se jí to poda?í si ji
najde p?íb?h, který opravdu stojí za zdokumentování. Rune je totiž takový chodící magnet na pr?švihy.
Cestou do práce kousek od ní dojde k výbuch v pornokin? a hlásí se k n?mu jakési hnutí „Me? Ježíš?v“. A i
když se detektiv z pyrotechnické jednotky snaží Rune držet co nejdál od bomb a toho všeho okolo, nebyla by
to ona, aby se do n??eho nep?ipletla. Aby n?komu p?kn? nešlapala na paty aniž by o tom v?d?la.

P?íb?h se to?í nejen kolem útoku na pornokino, ale i na pornohere?ku Shelly, o které cht?la Rune to?it film.
Ta zahyne p?i dalším útoku, kdy se s Rune chystá na párty. O to víc se Rune pustí do pátrání po vrahovi a
podez?elých má hned n?kolik. P?ijít ale na to, kdo a hlavn? pro? n?kdo úto?í na pornokina a here?ky není
snadné.

Autor ukazuje porno pr?mysl bez p?íkras, bez zábran. Když Rune vede rozhovor s pornoherci, s producenty
je to opravdu otev?ená zpov??. Vyvrací stereotypní myšlenky o zneužívaných dívkách a propadu drogám. I
když t?ch je zrovna v tomhle p?íb?hu hodn?. Na jednu stranu by s nimi ?lov?k soucítil, na druhou si ?íká,
pro? toho prost? nenechají? I na tohle Nicole, jedna z pornohere?ek, má odpov??. Rune se ale nehoní jen za



vrahem, ale i za sebou samou. Za odpov??mi co a koho vlastn? chce. Dokáže se odpoutat od svého d?tského
já a dosp?t, aby mohla být s mužem, který o ni opravdu stojí? A hlavn?, p?ežije poslední útok svých
pronásledovatel??

Kniha voln? navazuje na p?edchozí díl, p?esto je v mnohém jiná. D?j má velice rychlý spád, nikde zbyte?n?
nezpomaluje. Když je to pot?eba, nenápadn? rekapituluje co se d?lo, ale stále si nechává otev?ená vrátka a
lehce p?isypává další a další možné pachatele i s jejich vlastními d?vody. Autor dokáže ?tená?e napínat až
do poslední stránky. V moment?, kdy už si myslíte, že víte, kdo a pro?, objeví se n?co, co celou teorii potopí
jako papírovou lodi?ku na rybníce. A tak po?ád a dokola. A p?itom to není nudné ani odrazující od vlastního
hledání. P?estože kniha vyšla již v roce 1990 zachovává si svou aktuálnost, p?itažlivost Manhattanu a jejího
ruchu.

?ekla bych, že je to o hv?zdi?ku lepší kniha než první díl a možná i než ten poslední. Má po?ádný spád,
?tená?e vtáhne tak, že se jen neradi s roze?tenými ?ádky lou?í a ponouká jeho p?edstavivost k vytvá?ení
vlastních teorií. Vyvrcholení vyráží dech a ukazuje, jak úžasn? m?že být detektivní román napsán, aniž by
postrádal humor.

„Dob?e,“ kapitulovala Rune, „?ekn?me, když jste na scén? se dv?ma muži.“
Nicole pokývala hlavou, aby dala najevo, že otázce porozum?la, a rozpovídala se o botách.
„?asto myslím na boty zna?ky Ferragamos. Dneska, než se stala ta v?c s Johnnym, jsem si zrovna
p?edstavovala jedny úžasný. Po stran? maj takovou hezou?kou mašli?ku, takovou mr?avou, roztomilou.“
…
„V tom byl rozdíl mezi mnou a Shelly. Já všecky vyd?laný peníze hned utratím. Shelly investovala do
podílovejch fond?, akcií a tak. Jenže já si nem?žu pomoct, d?sn? ráda nakupuju oble?ení. O ?em mám dál
mluvit?


