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Evil has a new enemy... one of its own. Meet Genevieve Dieudonne. She's beautiful, powerful, resourceful
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she and her unlikely companions battle the forces of evil and insanity. However, the vampire blood running
through Genevieve's veins means she must constantly fight the urge to surrender to the evil within her. "The
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From Reader Review The Vampire Genevieve for online ebook

Bethnoir says

A collection of the stories Kim Newman has written featuring Genevieve in the Warhammer world. I love
the character of Genevieve when I've come across her in Kim's Anno Dracula books, but had no idea she
existed in this world as well. She's different and there are 'explain-a-bit-about-warhammer' moments, but the
writing is playful, the characters believeable and the emotional involvement as powerful as ever. I love the
interactions and relationships between Genevieve, Detlef, Vukotich and their enemies. The homage to
various great stories of the past, gothic horror novels, Jekyll and Hyde, Phantom of the Opera made me
smile. The character of Rosanna who can read thoughts and past events is someone I'd like to meet again too.

My favourite story was The Ibby the Fish Factor for the humour and the only thing I didn't like was some of
the memorable, but very unpleasant violence, however it's part of the genre and was often inventive. Shake
off your prejudices and give it a go.

Riju Ganguly says

The most difficult task for an author is to re-invent a character (or a type), and yet remain true to the genre.
Lots of superhero/heroine-s need "re-boot"-s simply to remain relevant in an increasingly complex world,
with shades of grey creeping in everywhere. Kim Newman (using a pseudonym here) accomplishes that task
with his vampire heroine with great elan, and in the process delivers some immensely enjoyable stories that
belong to different stylistic categories (adventure, horror, murder-mystery, humour). The contents of this
book are:

1) DRACHENFALLS: a dazzlingly original take on the classic "journey into the heart of darkness" theme,
involving a hero, a heroine, a villain, a genius, and several others. This novel, on its own, should be the
reason for you to read this book.

2) GENEVIEVE UNDEAD: A collection of several novellas which are of varying qualities, and have
Genevieve in fringe roles. These novellas are:

(a) STAGEBLOOD: the sequel to Drachenfalls, as well as the Warhammer 'take' on "Phantom Of The
Opera".
(b) COLD STARK HOUSE: a parody of every gothic novel, evident from not just the plot (bizarrely non-
linear), but also from the names of the characters.
(c) UNICORN IVORY: a murder mystery, that doesn't "click" so well.

3) BEASTS IN VELVET: a gripping murder-mystery (with almost no role played by Genevieve, except a
cameo appearance) that is the Warhammer 'take' on Jack The Ripper killings.

4) SILVER NAILS: another loose collection of novellas, some of which has Genevieve in it, and some
doesn't. These novellas are:

(a) RED THIRST: an action-packed Genevieve adventure, which is the immediate prequel to the second part
of DRACHENFALLS.



(b) NO GOLD IN THE GREY MOUNTAINS: a story involving Genevieve's grandmother-in-darkness (but
NO Genevieve).
(c) THE IGNORANT ARMIES: the back-story of two characters who had played very important roles in
"BEASTS IN VELVET" (but NO Genevieve).
(d) THE WARHAWK: another adventure of Policeman "Filthy" Harald and Scryer Rosanna (but NO
Genevieve).
(e) THE IBBY THE FISH FACTOR: a humorous novella which has its chilling moments, but in its attempt
to conclude the saga of Genevieve (and the genius Detlaf) on a happier note, with all loose ends tied up
neatly, the story suffers to some extent.

Nevertheless, HIGHLY RECOMMENDED for anybody looking forward towards some escapist fun that has
its moments of depth. And I must admit, the world needs heroines like Genevieve. Can the author bring her
back please?!!!

Lisa says

This is a collection of all the Warhammer novels and short stories by Yeovil that contain Genevieve the
Vampire. In some of the stories she does only make an appearance, but the stories are all good, imaginative
fantasy stories in their own right, and they all fit together. Finishing this collection felt like finishing a novel
- with everything tied up neatly, and satisfyingly. It took me a while to warm to the Genevieve character
herself - I personally preferred Detlef Sierck, her larger-than-life human lover - but I was hooked from
beginning to end.

Yeovil writes within the Warhammer world without obsessing about it - you don't have to know the world
when you start this book. This is great fantasy, with an entertaining mix of humour, swords-and-sorcery
excitement and horror.

My only real criticism is that the text is full of errors and typos, which is a shame. It just struck me as odd,
since the stories within had been published before, that no one had corrected these.

Richard Tran says

I was expecting a bit more from this book after reading The Von Carstein Trilogy. It feels like it's a bit of a
waste that you have a 600+ year old vampire and only explore a period of about 50 years of her life. I
personally was expecting a story that spans multiple generations.

This book is an Omnibus that combines a few novels and some short stories together. While the novel was a
typical fantasy affair. The short stories is where the book really shines. They're based on the minor characters
around the Vampire Genevieve and you can see how their stories shape a bit of the history around the
vampire. However, the flow of the book as a whole is a bit ruined by it as you start with a novel that's really
focused on Genevieve and then she is almost entirely out of the pictures as the short stories fill in
background information.



Eric Barnum says

So much vampire stuff out there. It falls into camps. You've got the sexy licenstious vamps. You've got the
power-hungry vamps. You've got the sciency vamps. You've got the ugly disgusting "it's a demon! kill it!"
vamps. Then, there is Genevieve. She reminds me of Anne Rice's Pandora a bit. Beautiful, demure,
passionate, restrained, and refined... she does what I think I might do were I turned into a vampire: test life to
its limits and enjoy the opportunity to do things I would have never been able to do with finite years.

Finally, a balanced vampire.

Rogue says

(Feb. 5, 2010)
The first book ends about page 174.
Not fluff.
Mild to moderate gore, and surprisingly not because (most of it) of the vampire!
Most of this first book is not about the vamp, but another character. It's a bit long winded in some places.
I need to remember to replace the batteries in my dictionary and put next to reading spot before continuing,
lol.
I've yet to read the Lord of the Rings, but I believe the prologue here is something like that. Meaning it starts
with a bunch of characters that you have no hope of remembering all their names and such, but a lot of them
die off pretty quick, so luckily you don't actually have to remember many of them, lol.

In spite of the occassional going on and on of one of the characters (in particular), I didn't get bored, though I
wouldn't mind less gore, lol. So I shall continue on and update my review as I go. At least that is the plan. ;)

Update:
August 9, 2011
Book 2 is pages 175 - 355(?)
Yesterday I read pgs 175 - 254, about 100pgs left I think.

Alright, first impression upon re-entering this collection (other than where the heck was my dictionary and
the batteries I was supposed to put in it - lol) is I shouldn't have let quite so much time go by before starting
the second book.

I had meant to sooner but every time I went to get it off the shelf the library would suddenly get in a bunch
of books I'd put on hold lol.

Anyway, many of the characters from the first book (as far as I can remember lol) are in the second book and
I don't remember much, but there are some characters that remind us of what happened last time so it's not
too bad. (And unlike some books they don't quite take the reminding to far, they don't go over everything
detail by boring detail ya know?)

This story has moved quicker than the first - less of the long purple prose thoughts of 'certain characters,'
who shall remain nameless, but they know who they are!
Less gore than the first, if I remember correctly, which I might not (lol), however there has already been the



introduction of a character from the next book (I think). Or at least the character has a hawk that he(?) sends
out to kill people, and well, remember 'The Birds'? What is it with people and the slashing and tearing and
squishing and all such of the EYEBALLS?! The hawk has make it's entrance and is already killing people
and of course we get the lovely description of what's going on, the ripping and squishing and all that and the
hawk gets to wear these lovely metal spikes on it's heels (uh-huh ^^ ) that enable it to pierce the skull of it's
victims and peck into the brains. Lovely yes? *groans* This makes my eyes hurt! lol
I can take the rest of the gore (other than the raping) but not the EYEBALLS! Please!
lol

Omg, none of the characters are safe from the author!

There is a funny bit when Genevieve is exploring some secret tunnels and she ends up coming out of an
(luckily not lit!) oven to the surprise of a cook. She says something along the lines of: "I'm sorry, I thought I
was cooked through."
Lol.

To update later....

K.T. Katzmann says

I can't finish this book.

Don't get me wrong, it's wonderfully written with great characters and a living world. I can't finish this
because of Drachenfels (Warhammer).

The first book breaks so many stereotypes of gaming fiction. It takes the tired cliché plot and skips over it to
get to the interesting part decades later. It’s witty, poignant at times, and filled with much deeper characters
than I ever saw in Dungeons & Dragons novels.

And that ending.

The ending chapter is so perfect, so emotional, that I had to read it over again once I finished it. That's why I
can't go on after the first book.

You really come to root for and love the survivors of Drachenfels who earn their happy ending. Because of
that, I can't continue with their story. It's the Batman Problem, y'see. Batman can't have a true ending,
because he has to be ready for adventure next month. In the same way, I know Genevieve can't keep the
ending she gets in Drachenfels because she has to be uprooted and battered for the entire series.

I can't accept that.

I'll treasure this book because it has Drachenfels, but I'll pretend the short story afterwards never happened
and probably never read further. If I want more Genevieve, I'll read about an alternate version of her in
Anno-Dracula. For me, her story ends here, and it is one of the most perfect fantasy novels I've ever read.



Thomas says

So, here's another secret-that-isn't-a-secret: Jack Yeovil is Kim "Anno Dracula" Newman. Most folks who
have heard one name or the other already know this, but in case anyone coming into the series doesn't know
that, the foreword is credited to Kim Newman. It reminds me of how Stephen King continues (sporadically,
yes, but still...) to use the Richard Bachman name, even though the general public not only already knows
this, but the books also have his real name and his pen-name on the covers (seriously; look up Blaze and see
which name gets the largest font). Still, in his foreword, Newman gives a good reason as to why he used the
Yeovil pseudonym, and it's not like he's trying to fool anyone with any subterfuge.

The Vampire Genevieve is actually an omnibus collection of three novels and one short-story collection that
feature his eponymous character. Fans of Newman know that Genevieve is also a character in his Anno
Dracula series, and he considers this series of stories an alternate history of that same character. Interestingly
enough, the character was created in this universe and then transferred over to Anno Dracula, so this also
gives us a look at how Newman originally envisioned the character. It's also set in the world of Warhammer
40,000, which concerned me for not knowing much about that world (much as I had concerns over Charles
Grant's Watchers set in the World of Darkness), but the stories still worked without having knowledge of the
setting. A little research showed that Chaos is a faction, which explains some references in the story, but the
plot still worked even without those references.

The first novel, Drachenfels, is about a handful of adventurers who are the survivors of a group who defeated
an evil wizard. The story catches up with them 25 years after the defeat, as a playwright has been
commissioned by a prince (also a survivor) to write a play based on the events. The story does feature
Genevieve, but only as part of a larger cast (a much larger cast; I had trouble following who was who at
certain points in the story). It took a while to get going, enough so that I wondered if I would stay with it
through all four books, but it picked up considerably at the end, and had a satisfying conclusion. There were
also a couple of neat tricks that Newman employed that sent chills up my arms. I'll leave it at that.

Genevieve Undead is the second part of the collection, and is billed as a novel but is really another collection
of three novellas. One featured Genevieve and her playwright lover; the second featured Genevieve being
held prisoner in an estate where she believed herself to be part of a royal family killing each other nightly for
their father's inheritance; and the third story was about Genevieve undercover in a household with the intent
of assassinating one of their number. The three stories were tangentially related, but only barely. They may
as well have been listed as distinct stories of their own.

The third piece in the collection, Beasts in Velvet, hearkens back to Anno Dracula more than any other story
in the book. This novel follows Anno Dracula by just a year, according to publication date (Beasts in Velvet
was published in 1993, Anno Dracula in 1992), so the two books may have been written concurrently, and
best highlights the alternate history Newman was attempting by featuring the same character in both series.
Here, prostitutes are being murdered in a capital city, prompting small hysteria in the public, and a half-
hearted investigation by the police. In short, this is another take on Jack the Ripper, this time set in a fantasy
world. It might be worth reading this and Anno Dracula back-to-back just to see how much they have in
common, but my interest isn't high enough to pursue it. Why it's a Genevieve story, though, is beyond me;
she shows up in one scene, which isn't even relevant to the rest of the story, save to place it before the time
of Genevieve Undead.

Silver Nails, the fourth piece, is made up of shorter stories, so now we're down to reading a compilation in a
compilation. It's getting a little Inception in here.



Anyway, the first story, "Red Thirst", is a kind of combo buddy-cop/heist story, featuring Genevieve and an
unwilling conspirator. It's an entertaining read that had a sense of importance as Yeovil gave it more of a
purpose. "No Gold in the Grey Mountains" is another Genevieve story without Genevieve, save for an aside
that mentions her. It's short. I remember that much. The next story, "The Ignorant Armies", is another story
without Genevieve, though she's mentioned once, and the story features characters who featured in other
stories that did have Genevieve in them. Following that is "The Warhawk", which features the two main
characters who starred in Beasts in Velvet, and was a rather gripping little whodunnit story. Lastly, "The
Ibby the Fish Factor", which does feature Genevieve, is an interesting story of crusades, power struggles, and
murder, which takes everything that took place in Yeovil's universe and brought it around full circle.

So, despite being called The Vampire Genevieve, the collection doesn't feature her as much as I would have
expected. Luckily, Yeovil is a talented enough writer to take all the disparate elements of all the stories
featured here and bring them together in a rather satisfying conclusion. It also took me a long time to read,
given that the book is actually four books, the print is in teeny-tiny type, and the narrative sometimes was so
dense that I would read a couple of pages before realizing I hadn't grasped any of what had just happened. I
do wonder if not having a knowledge of the Warhammer universe was a strike against me, too.

If I were to recommend either this or the Anno Dracula series, I would suggest the latter, hands down. Even
with the last two books in that series not matching what he accomplished with the first two, and with the
deftness with which he concluded his series here, Anno Dracula is the superior series of the two.

Jordan says

Kim Newman’s Warhammer Fantasy fiction stars an alternate universe version of Genevieve, from his Anno
Dracula works. This collection has all the wit and sly references you would expect from the Anno Dracula
world, set in the darkly compelling world of the Warhammer Fantasy RPG. Although, I’m somewhat
disappointed in myself for taking so long to get that “Filthy Harald” was a riff on Dirty Harry.

Chip Hunter says

Collecting all four of Jack Yeovil's Warhammer novels, this omnibus edition is well worth the price. Yeovil
is known for his darkly disturbing, yet cynically humorous, style, and it is in full display here. The characters
he creates in these novels are for the most part excellent, especially Genevieve herself. The way she is
portrayed makes her impossible not to love, and its hard not to get frustrated when she is left out of a tale.
You do not need to have any knowledge or interest in the Warhammer Fantasy world to enjoy this book,
which could really be passed off in nearly any generic fantasy setting. One thing I would recommend: don't
read this omnibus volume straight through. Give yourself breaks between the books to break up the
occasional repetitive-seeming parts and to keep the freshness of the stories alive.

The first book, Drachenfels, was my personal favorite of the series. The book takes the form of a dark and
gritty mystery (without the reader being sure of what the mystery to be solved really is) with classic elements
of fantasy and spoof comedy. The characters are rich and believable (for a fantasy) while the storyline
progresses smoothly without slowing down from the beginning to the dramatic conclusion (which has a
totally unexpected and thrilling twist). The basic premise consists of a prince of the realm sponsoring a
theatre production telling of his famous defeat of the dark and evil Constant Drachenfels. Genevieve played a



role in the original feat and is invited back to participate in the play version. Twists and turns and mysterious
happenings plague the production as hilarious characters scheme and plot for their own agendas. Yeovil
keeps the reader engaged throughout the story. [5-stars]

Genevieve Undead, the second book in this volume is my least favorite of the four. It is actually composed of
three independent short stories only loosely tied together. The three short stories don't develop to the same
scope as DRACHENFELS. Nevertheless, this book is very enjoyable and won't disappoint Warhammer fans
who're looking for something a bit darker than you get from most fantasy books. Many of the scenes here are
downright disturbing. Still, this novel is mildly disappointing, not having much depth and not really
contributing too much to Genevieve's character or the greater story of her life. [3-stars]

The third book, Beasts in Velvet, is a rather generic murder mystery and hardly involves Genevieve at all.
The principle character is Johann von Mecklenburg, an aristocrat that you meet in previous books. The story
involves Johann and a few other characters trying to solve the mystery behind a spree of gruesome murders.
Suspicions are spread around a number of side characters, keeping the reader guessing as to who may be the
real killer. While you get some pretty graphic violence and a unique look into the psyche of some twisted
individuals (something that Yeovil is so good at), this book just didn't grab my attention. Predictable and
with somewhat flat characters, BEASTS IN VELVET doesn't live up to Yeovil's other work and is a bit out
of place in this omnibus. [3-stars]

The final book, Silver Nails, finishes off this volume nicely. Made up of loosely-connected but still
individual short stories, this book can be read one story at a time, or all together. These stories actually serve
to connect all of the previous Genevieve stories contained in the omnibus. Some occur before, between, or
after the stories in the other three books. Many of the characters from the rest of the series play prominent
roles here, and the stories themselves are (mostly) top notch examples of Yeovil's writing. Adventure,
mystery, and humor are intertwined with frankly disturbing scenes of love, evil, and just plain weirdness.
You even get a cameo of the intrepid Gotrek and Felix in this one. The book ends with a rather disappointing
conclusion to the overall story of Genevieve, but the main meat of this one is excellent. [5-stars]

Overall, this omnibus should be enjoyable by most fans of fantasy. Much different than most Warhammer
books, this one doesn't require any interest in that world. Fans of dark mystery and vampires will especially
like this one, but really anyone will find it enjoyable. Recommended.

Lauren says

This was a struggle to read and the more I read the more I wanted to just give up. I was hoping for so much
more with this (I've previously read Ulrika the Vampire, another Warhammer book) after reading other
vampire stories of Warhammer and was very disappointed. I thought it was falsely advertised as I believed
that I was getting a book about Genevieve but most of the stories in it she wasn't even in. I gave it 2 stars just
purely because there was a couple of stories in it I did enjoy but otherwise was a big disappointment and I'm
so glad to have finally finished it so I can move on to other books

nick says

This was interesting. That more or less covers my feelings towards this book.



Anyone interested in finding out where warhammer came from should pick one of these up and if you are
relatively new to the lore but do know the canon of the end times you will be amazed how things changed
troughout the years in the warhammer fantasy canon.

Vampires in both true death and half death versions(can resist sunlight, no magical powers) and they are
more or less accepted in the empire! what the hell? There is an open vampire bar in altdorf and thousand year
old queens and princes of the night can have a little nip of someones neck as if it is some form of kinky sex
frowned upon but not a cause for witchhunts. The cult of sigmar is nearly abscent in the empire as is the cult
of shallya, the cult of Morr is present and get a sudden role of prominence as does the cult of Ulric and
several other cults never really mentioned afterwards. Emperor karl Franz is a push over in these books to the
extent that you wonder if this guy and the deamon slaying bad ass Karl Franz of the end times are different
people. Dwarves and elves appear randomly in the crowd as a sort of ethnic minority as opposed to the
clearly distint races that evoke awe and fear in humans in the later lore and Zufbhar is a human town and not
the bastion of dwarven ingenuity it is in the current lore (I can imagine the last throng of dwarves in the end
times having a fit of rage to discover their proud karak was once a mere human fortress city built upon
former dwarf fortifications). Necromancers are considered part of chaos and team up with skaven, beastmen,
maurauders and tainted as if it is all the same.

I could go on but the point is made, the canon has changed insanely since the time the stories of Genevieve
were written. This makes these books absolutely fascinating for any warhammer enthusiast even if you have
to silence that inner voice screaming WTF every few pages. Unfortunately the bundle does suffer from some
serious issues mainly in the structure of stories. The bundle organized them chronologically when they were
published and that makes for some confusing situations for the stories do not link up the same way. For
example the first book discusses how the great sorcerer drachenfells was beaten but one of the final books in
the bundle suddenly takes place decades before this battle, but the story after takes place a few years after the
battle but before the second part of the first story. The problem stems from the fact that a lot of the stories
were written to expand upon a backstory or a little side note mentioned in the main story as if the writer felt
like he was oblidged to do so. One character Detlef switches between adult, infant and elderly every story
and you can never predict in what way. Another issue I had was that in a lot of the tales in this bundle called
the vampire Genevieve, Genevieve the vampire is hardly in them. She passes trough a foggy streat, is
mentioned by name and that's it and sometimes not even that.

I would have preferred a more strictly chronoligically coherent bundle and even though I liked most of the
tales in this bundle and in particular the ones involving dirty Harald (die hard style cop in the
warhammerworld who would have predicted?) it dit feel like a rag tag collection at times. However if you
want to go back to a time when the warhammer world was less gloom and doom then I suggest you pick up a
copy and start reading.

Daniel Nicholls says

Surprisingly great! Funny, romantic, clever. A wonderful journey over three novels and five short stories. I
recommend it.

Christian says



The lightest and funniest Warhammer book I've ever read. Genevieve is kinda in the background.

Mike says

Enjoyed this a lot more than i thought i would, especially after reading the cliched ridden prologue to the
first story. My main reason for picking this up was that i really enjoyed the first 2 books in the Anno Dracula
series & a different reincarnation of Genevieve is obviously the main(ish) heroine of this Warhammer
omnibus. As others have said, she does not appear in all the stories & has a fairly passive role in others.
It's nice to have this omnibus & be able to read the novels/short stories all together, as many characters make
reappearances in later stories & some story threads are again picked up in later books & brought to a
conclusion.
As Kim says in his introduction he saw no reason not to try different types of stories set within the
Warhammer world so he covers everything from the obvious fantasy & horror to crime & romantic comedy
(not so sure about this one!).
My favorite story was Beasts in Velvet which was a clever riff on Jack the Ripper. The writing on all the
stories was pretty clever & if you enjoy Kim/Jack's later works, the chances are you would enjoy some if not
all of the stories found here.


