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In the darkness stands a girl draped in pure white. Don’t let her innocent appearance fool you; her hands grip
a glistening scythe. Momo is the dark messenger of death tasked with releasing humans from their mortal
bonds and delivering their souls to the great beyond. First encounters with Momo always end in farewells.
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From Reader Review Ballad of a Shinigami, Vol. 1 for online ebook

Susan says

The first book of a twelve-volume set that is based on a the concept that Momo, a shinigami or a Japanese
death god, walks the earth and watches the humans live their lives. Daniel, Momo's feline familiar, often
chastizes Momo for meddling in the affairs of the humans to enact better resolutions to the difficulties they
have (or had) in life.

Aimed at the middle to high school level of readers, each episode in a volume are self-contained, though
there are a few stories that end up overlapping. The stories are elegant in their simplicity, speak with
poignancy, and are very life-affirming.

Minus Plus says

It can make me cry and make me smile.I like this book.

Kurukoro says

how to think in many way.>>in the darkness probably have a light.

K. O'Bibliophile says

Don't pick it up. Don't encourage it. A light novel picked up by Seven Seas, this thing is awful. It reads like
mediocre fanfiction--bad word choice, awkward phrasing, making an effort to avoid using the word
"said"...it's not bad enough to be funny, only bad enough to be bad.

You feel like whoever is writing Momo can't entirely decide on her character, and her winged-kitty
companion Daniel just can't stay in character at all. I don't know if the problem lies in the translation or in the
original Japanese, but there is absolutely no reason for anyone to want this.

Ing says

The story's about Momo,god of death.Although other gods of death are all black,she's white. Momo's
cute,kind and always help people by encouraging or make them realize what's the most precious thing they
should protect.
You'll learn many thing from this novel.
The most exciting thing in this novel is In last chapters of all this book series are gradually reveal Momo's
life such as Momo's lifestyle,how she become god of death.



J.T. Whitesell says

It took me way too long to read this. I like this author and enjoyed the "graffiti" at the end of the book. The
book is divided into 4 short stories around the central character, Momo. The first story I didn't really enjoy,
due to character development. The second story was even worse and took me the longest to read. The third
was the best. I wish the whole book was about those characters. The fourth wasn't really a story as much as it
was background info about Momo and Daniel. I'll get the second volume when I'm good and ready.

danielle says

loved it wonderful book !

Melissa says

Eh.

This was a collection of stories with Momo appearing in all of them.

And.....it wasn't that great? I wasn't that engaged and the style to the writing didn't work for me. The
conversations between characters seemed stilted.

Not gonna bother tracking down the second book.

Brenda says

amazing

Akia Tomiyo says

This book is amazing! I found myself staying up late just to finish a small part of this book (and I mean
small. This book is broken down to, I think, 5 or 6 stories). It's a very intelligent book that really gets people
thinking about what life and death really is without being cliche-ish! Pick this one up now >:D ~Akia
[12/28/2009]

Christina says

its good



Lexie says

Shinigamis are a benign force. They are not (supposed to be) the cause of a person's death, they don't decide
who lives or dies. That's all up to the Powers That Be. But even for a Shinigami Momo is different. She
wears all white and spends too much time with the people who's souls she is meant to help. She becomes
involves in their lives, often warning the soon to be deceased so they can make peace in this world and leave
it without regrets.

Which is kind of a big no-no.

Other then the fact this is about Shinigami and has a talking cat, these are short vignettes of ordinary people's
lives. In this first volume Momo is the sole reason that the stories are connected at all. They are melancholy
stories for the most part as well. The first story "A Trace of Light: I Feel the Light" is about a high schooler
who has pretty much given up on the world. He doesn't care anymore. He has a bitterness and rage within
him, towards his father who never seemed to have time for him, towards the world at large for making it so
hard on its children.

Momo helps him, in the end though, giving to the son his father's last message.

The second story "Your Voice: Echo" is about a young boy and his friend. Still in elementary school, they're
made fun of by their classmates for always hanging out together. "Are you dating?" is sneered and joked
about. The truth was the boy and the girl had adopted a kitten together and every day after school they went
to take care of him. Except the taunts and teasing gets to the boy finally and he doesn't go with the girl one
day. And it leads to a sadness he can't handle.

The third story "The Flower of Wounds: Low Blood Pressure" is about a guy who is always ill, with horrible
nightmares and can see the supernatural and a classmate who has her own demons to fight. Like the first
story the guy has an apathetic view of life--he just wants it all to stop and give him peace. He sees Momo and
her cat, but not because he will die. And Momo decides to help him.

The last story "Watch the Sky/Ballad for Innocence: Momo" is a sad, sort of creepy tale. Down on Earth
Momo sees a little girl all by herself in a room filled with toys, but in a house empty of people. Slowly the
story unfolds that the girl is waiting for 'Daddy' and had been waiting. The situation is so odd, so weird, that
Momo feels compelled to tell the little girl the truth, but in the end did she make the right choice?

The stories are thoughtful, sometimes digressing and ending things abruptly. This isn't a matter of the
translation being at fault though, I've seen both the anime and the drama based around this series. Its just the
way the narrative is. Its a little dreamy. Seven Seas did a great job--offering a lot of extra sections that help
the reader understand the obvious Japanese references and culture in the book.

I hope this volume will get re-released (its currently out of print), because of think this series is a good one.
Plus we learned only a little bit about Momo and from what I saw in the Drama the world she inhabits is far
too complex to leave us hanging.



Erica says

In [modern] Japanese mythology, a Shinigami is a god or spirit of death, whose sole purpose is to guide the
soul of the dead to Yomi , neither Heaven nor Hell, but more like limbo, where the souls live on in gloomy
perpetuity.*

In Ballad of a Shinigami, Shinigami A #100100, or MoMo for short, a white Shinigami, and her familiar,
Daniel, a black cat with bat like wings, crosses paths with people who seek death.
Volume one of the manga reads like an anthology in which the reader meets a few unhappy souls who
wishes to find peace in death, or who fears that death has marked them for the reaping and that all hope is
lost.

While a shinigami should not interfere with the lives of the living, but only serve as a guide for those who
have died, this is not always the case with MoMo.
Instead, MoMo sometimes talks to those who see her (seeing a Shinigami would suggest that one's death is
imminent), and offers wise words of advice or delivers messages from dead to living or vice versa.

I found Ballad of a Shinigami very cute, well drawn and sweet. I don't see myself continuing on reading the
manga as I don't normally go for anything "heavy on the love" aspect, which I think that BoaS seems to be,
but I would recommend it for those who enjoy cute manga with plenty of sentimentality.

* I might've gone down a rabbit hole when trying to be as "correct" as possible in my review. In reality, this
has little bearing on the actual review.

Jey jey says

Loved it!

Setsanata says

I really liked this book, even though it almost made me cry at points. It really teaches you what's important in
life, and to preserve it, rather than waste it.

My favorite story was the third one, because it ended happily.

Every main character in this book has had some kind of tragedy happen to them, and they have to overcome
it.

It's a very interesting book, and it earned my respect of 5 stars, and advancing on.


