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In the alley on his way home from work, Derrick Shaw witnesses a murder. To save hislife, Derrick
promises not to reveal the identity of the shooter, aformer Tubman student. But he feels sick and guilty
about hisvow of silence. It would have been easier if Rafe Wexford was a gangbanger, shot dead, but Rafe
was a good guy attending City College.
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Jehad Gazawnah says

Jehad Gazawnah

One of Us

The story One of Us by Anne Scrhaff is avery suspenseful book and one you just can’t put down, you just
want to keep reading. It has alot of violent and dangerous moments throughout the story. Each event has a
big role into what happens in the end of the story. | wouldn’t recommend this book to a younger age group
because of the language and things used in the story. For a mature age group thisis a very good book to relax
and read to.

In the story you feel what the main character Derrick Shaw is going through in hislife. Y ou read about
struggles that people go through every day and that rarely even ever crosses your mind once. Thisbook is
fiction but can be even based on true events in most of what happensin this book. Crimeis al over the place
and people don’t see it as much as others. Different areas throughout the United States are more dangerous
than others, rime rates and death rates. Nothing is the same but in the story you read about crazy situations.
Almost every teenager goes to school in the United States. Derrick is one of those kids who would be picked
on by other studentsin the book. You are in his point of view so you know what he feels and how this affects
him. This story can show others what the effects are and why they should stop. It also can encourage others
to not givein to bullying and not letting it affect them. Y ou see alot of bravery in this book that shows you
can make it through hard times.

Everyone has a story and everyone has different ways of going through life. Y ou have your own way of
living life and now you get to read about someone else. See what they see and what they go through each
day. Not every story has a happy ending and there are reasons to that statement. Thisis a heartfelt story that
can change your mood emotionally and have you feeling the sorrow as the characters throughout the story.
Not everything you see appears as it does as you think it might. Y ou see thislot in this story and end up
shocked cause of circumstances that happen. | don’'t want to give away good parts of the story but if you like
suspenseful and entertaining books | recommend you picking this one up. | guaranteed you won't be
disappointed and would end up happy with the outcome of you reading this book. It’s not that long of a story
and something good to pick up on your spare time. Y ou can see through another’s eyes and live alife
through words and another person’s point of view. Just think about it.

Autumn says

Derrick knows he isn't the smartest guy in the world, but he has aloving family, a good afterschool job and a
positive attitude. When he accidentally witnesses an old friend committing murder, everything he has seems
to bein jeopardy.

| really enjoyed the way Schraff posed some deep questions and moral quandaries using simple language.
Derrick was portrayed as deeply good, competent and sympathetic despite being alittle slow. Schraff also
included afew anti-bullying strategies in the text that seem like they might work. It was a pleasure reading
about a such a gentle protagonist who perseveresin atough setting.




Licie Louis says

it was very inetersting

Sojel Singh says

| loved this book! Its about a boy named Derrick who saw B.J. shot aman right in front of him. B.J. was
planning to kill Derrick because he is awitness to this murder. Derrick begged B.J. not to kill him which he
listened. B.J. told Derrick he better stay quiet or else B.J. would kill Derrick's family. At the very end it was
just too much for Derrick so he chose to tell the police. When the police found him at the border of Mexico.
Heleft hisgirlfriend at their hide out because he knew thiswasit. He drove atruck which he was driving at a
very full speed which collided and he ended up dying.

Nakeitra says

Nakeitra Mack Mack’s Book Review

MissAllen

English 1-6

16 May 2016

On hisway home from work a man iskilled cold-blooded in adark valley. Derrik Shaw struggling to keep
his grades up but when he promises not to say anything he carries awhole lot of weight on his back until he
cannot carry it anymore longer.

My emotions to this book was a bit terrifying because he seen a dead person fighting for their life and there
was no way he could help them without hislife ending aswell. | had avery powerful connection with the
main character as far as grade situation because once upon atime | was in the same situation trying to keep a
c and aaverage.

The author does well at structuring the book and putting it in order that they did. As the book went along
everything else kind of fell in place onit’s own. | think anyone that reads the back of the book would want to
read it right then and there because it’ s described in such good deep detail and it will get the reader’s
attention and have them hooked to where they won't want to stop reading it.

Kendall M cDani€l says

This book is about this kid who wants to help his family out by paying the bills and buying food. So he gets a
job and doesn't think he could be mean to the customers that steal. Because he was bullied in high school but
now he loves hisjob and he helps his family

Jong Yang says

The main charactersin this book are Derrick Shaw, Derrick's family, Destini, BJ Brady, Wes, Rafe Wexford,



and Bethany Walsh. The other characters are Martho Lane and his friends. Derrick Shaw is a student that
goes to a high school called Tubman high school. He gets bullied alot. He has areally low self esteem but
his parents |love him very much and always wished the best for him. Derrick's family was kind of poor so he
went looking for ajob. He went to the 99 cent store and asked Wes if he could work there because his family
needs money. Wes thought that Derrick was a good kid so he hired him. Wes taught Derrick some things.
Wes told him that people shoplift alot around there. So Wes taught him how to deal with those kind of
people. Wesredlly liked Derrick and Derrick really liked him too. Derrick got off work at 9 p.m. and when
he was biking home he saw BJ Brady shoot Rafe Wexford in the alley. BJ saw Derrick and was about to
shoot him because Derrick just saw what he just did. Derrick begged for hislife. BJlet Derrick go, but he
told Derrick that if he tells anyone about what happened that night, BJwill kill him and kill everyone that he
loves. Derrick biked home and was really scared. The next day at school everybody talked about the shooting
inthe alley. Derrick was still scared. After school he went to work and he saw some girls. Derrick caught
them shoplifting so he went to talk to them in a nice way so they would put it back or not shoplift and pay for
it. Weswasredlly proud of Derrick. Derrick was super happy so after work he went home and told his family
about hisjob, he lovesit. Derrick met this girl named Destini in school. Destini asked Derrick to go on adate
with her so they went after school. After the date Derrick took her home and then he saw BJ. Derrick started
panicking. BJ came and talked to him, and said that his girlfriend was pretty and gave him $100 for not
telling anyone about the murder. Derrick started to worry now that BJ knows about Destini and his whole
family. Derrick didn;t want a murderers money so he donated his money to help people. One day.. this guy
named Fabian was accused of murdering Rafe. Derrick saw it on the news and told his parents that Derrick
witnessed the murder. Derrick told his parents that he saw BJkill Rafe. They went to the police and told
them that BJ did it and Fabian was released. Read this book to find out what happensin the end! In my
opinion .. | think this book is the best book that I've read so far!




