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In the summer of 1985, in his exclusive Upper East Side Manhattan apartment, Robert Bierenbaum, a
prominent surgeon and certified genius, strangled his wife Gail to death. He then drove her body to an
airstrip in Caldwell, N.J., and dumped it into the Atlantic Ocean from a single-engine private plane. The next
day, her reported her missing.

Gail's parents had been thrilled to learn she was marrying Robert Bierenbaum. He seemed to be the perfect
match for their daughter. He was from awell-to-do family, amedica student who spoke five languages
fluently, a skier, and he even flew an airplane. But Gail would come to learn of her husband's dark side. On
one occiasion when Robert had tried to choke Gail because he caught her smoking, she filed a police report.
She also alleged that he tried to kill her cat because he was jealous of it. For years, her sister pleaded with
Gail to run for her life. Even her therapist warned his vulnerable patient that she could eventually die at the
hands of the man she married.

Fifteen years after this unspeakable, unfathomable crime, ajury found Robert Bierenbaum guilty of
murder—and stripped the mask off of this privileged professional to reveal a monster.
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Gail says

A truw crime. Not the kind of book | would normally read, but it was pretty interesting. It started kind of
slow, and | almost gave up reading it, but the second half picked up and | really got into it.

DAISY DISNEY says

| really have to giveit up to Mr. Crowley, the author of this book. He did a spectacular job in portraying both
sides of this case. | must say that after reading this and all of the evidence, | am not so sure that Dr.
Bierenbaum should be sitting in that jail cell right now.

Gail clearly had her own issues when she disappeared & although | am not a supporter of reading all of the
victim's dirty laundry in the true crime books | often read, in this case | think it was extremely important for
Mr. Crowley to stateit. Gail was promiscuous, a drug user and most importantly was suicidal numerous
timesin her past. Thiswas the main reason that led me to believe that she might have disappeared on her
own or got involved with the wrong crowd. However, one can not forget that Dr. Bierenbaum was a surgeon
and was a so knowledgeable enough to cute her body into pieces, tie aweight to her and dump her body in
the ocean as he flew his private plane........ | just don't know what really happened in this case or what side to
believe.

I guess we will never know unless she shows up somewhere after 20+ years, or Dr. Bierenbaum admitsto
killing her body and dumping it out into the ocean...... | plan to read more on this case to see what happens
with Dr. Bierenbaum's appeal that he has going on right now.

Amber says

This books was mediocre. It wasn't too badly written but there were parts that were a bit redundant and
though it's a sad story and the guy is a psychopath it was hard to get into it or to feel a connection to the
victim as she was a conniving manipulator who was really just using her husband anyways. It's sad to think
that not only did she lose her life, she didn't even get a chance to experience real love and instead wasted her
time with an abusive man that she didn't even love anyways.

Mike says

Not too great, got bored at chapter 42

Janice says



Experienced writer, Kieran Crowley, does a skillful job retelling the story of how ayoung, impulsive
doctor's crime, committed against his wife, comes back to haunt him 14 years later. | gave this book 4 stars
and recommend it as a choice true crime read.

brenda belg parlaman says

Thiswas a cant put down book!!!

Diane Waddington says

great book too bad it took so long to get him.

Karen & Gerard says

The Surgeon’s Wife by Kieran Crowley isthe true story of Gail and Raobert Bierenbaum. Once married, their
marriage went south in ahurry. One day Gail is no longer around. Did Robert kill her? | got into this book
fast. Thetrial part of the book was fascinating. | know this book is like ten years old, but it's very good!

MrsBlackmor e says

Challenge 14. A nonfiction book. This book was ok. Interesting story but it only needed half of the
information. A lot of it was really tedious or just unnecessary. It would have made an excellent short story or
even half of thislong book.

Treesays

My rating may be dlightly high due to the fact that one of the people involved with this story was my doctor.
| googled her name once and by chance found out about another doctor who was convicted of murdering his
first wife nearly 20 years after her disappearance.

There were some disturbing "early" stories about Robert Bierenbaum, but also comforting newer ones, such
as his pro bono work done for impoverished Mexicans. Gail, while she certainly didn't deserve to be
murdered, had a dark past.

| think there is certainly a possibility that Bierenbaum killed Gail, but am somewhat stunned that he was
found guilty without more proof. There was no body, no blood, ho murder weapon, no witnesses, and it was
acold case resurrected without new evidence. Considering Bierenbaum was wealthy, had good legal counsel,
was male and white with no criminal history, | can only hope he is guilty, lest an innocent man and father sits
injail.



Ronnie Cramer says

Having recently read and enjoyed ALMOST PARADISE by this author, | decided to re-read his earlier book
THE SURGEON'S WIFE. It was good, but did get repetitious when the trial started; apparently Keiran's
technique improved in the four years between these books. The ebook version was also loaded with typos,
most of which were clearly the result of OCR scanning.

Janet says

Thiswas an interesting story, but | think the author tried to write in Anne Rul€'s style and he just didn't
succeed. The book isvery long and the narrative is rambling with many repeats of information that had
aready been given. There are better true crime books out there, so avoid this one.

Rita says

This book was ariveting read. | couldn't put it down and the author was top-notch and spot-on with the
research, details and about the families. A must
read.

Debi says

I bought this book because of the great reviews and hated every minute of it. It was written terribly despite
the author being a New Y ork Times bestselling author.

Repetitive - Entire sections were repeated.

And every time awoman was in the story her outfit and physical appearance were described - not the men.
Who caresif the woman testifying was wearing pearls and was an 'attractive blonde with a stylish pixie
haircut'

Torture!

AngieHorn says

Good book

It was an interesting book but sad that Gail, the wife, lost her life. The author's reporting of the court room
got dittle old. Overall a good book.






