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Sam says

[In thefirst, both Gesar and Zabulon are sent letters indicating that an Other is about to turn a vanilla human
int

Steve says

Called Dusk Watch in Russian, Luyanenko firmly establishes himself as |eading Russian voice in the fantasy
genre.

In thisnovel, he ties narratives through his unfolding universe of the Light and Dark in a brilliant interplay of
motives and game-ending moves that quicken the pace and leave you thrilled

The nice thing is that each of the books so far could have closed out the series. This one goes deeper by
exploring existentialism and meaning among the Day Watch and Night Watch.

Nobody's Time

A mystery. Anton is ordered by Gesar to investigate | etters sent to the Day Watch, the Night Watch, and the
Inquisition threatening to turn a human into an “ Other” which should not be possible and would destroy the
truce. Heisjoined by Kostya, a Vampire that Anton knows from his old neighborhood, Edgar and a high
vampire/lnquistion member Vitezisav. Because the promise was made by an Other to a human, the Other
cannot go back on it without dematerializing. So the hunt is on for who made the promise, why they did
(what could a human have over an Other?), and from which side it came from because of its potential to
destroy everything.

Nobody's Space

Anton is ordered by Gesar to go on vacation with hiswife Svetlana and their daughter who is to be a great
sorceress should she decide to join the Watch. In investigating an incident with werewolves, Anton discovers
that there may be an unregistered witch in the woods whom isin possession of a very dangerous book that
wasjust alegend. Anton finds the witch, Arina, and discovers why she's hiding; her rolein the Day Watch's
attempt to control humanity in the 1920s and her “sacrifice” to keep the truces. Arina s resurfacing causes
both Watches to go into overdrive to capture her and she tries to escape in a very dangerous and chilling
fashion.

Nobody's Power

A classic piece. A few days after the events in the last story, the powers that be (Gesar Anton, Kostya, Edgar,
Zabulon and Svetlana) convene upon Arina’s hut to discover Vitezoslav's ashes. Arinaisinstantly suspected
and Anton, Kostya, and Edgar are dispatched on a quest for her. On the train where the suspect is said to be,
the killer is revealed with ramifications that threaten the entire order of the universe. The questions of
finality, relevance, and power are addressed in a very wonderful way. Beyond the obvious, the deeper
meanings are shown for what they are and the conclusion, though tragic, is quite fitting.



Amy says

Upping the ante yet again, Lukyanenko meditates on the meaning of communism (equality for al) and of
freedom. The title of the book refersto the Inquisition, which is a governing body over both the Night and
Day Watches. The philosophizing in these books, which concern the dependent aspects of "good" and "evil,
is always thought-provoking. And the character of Anton feels like an old friend. The Twilight is always an
interesting universe to visit!

n

Phleghm says

Sometimes it takes a book of fiction to teach us about real life.
IF there was away to giveit 4 and a 1/2 stars | would.

To me, definitely the best book of the series! Majestic! haha. But, it has afew story loopholes or well, at
least shortcomings, which started annoying me after | finished the book and thought about it.

| won't go into those details, because really, they don't matter al that much.

Thereisavery good social model and theory behind it all. | felt like | learned alot from the book, eveniif it
is coated with supernaturality and all sorts of not reality. A very grim uptake on the humanity itself too. A
loot of thinking fodder.

A very satisfying end.

Will definitely keep an eye on any future books by Sergei. Respect.

Seth says

Whereas the earlier books dwelled on the ethics of the Others' use of their power, the final book in the trilogy
focuses more on the larger ethical issues of the mere existence of Others and the power they have. The lower
Dark Ones--vampires and werewolves--draw their power directly from victims; where do higher Others get
their power? What separates Others from humans and can one be converted into another?

The protagonist--actually, the hero--Anton ponders these questions in the context of his growing
ambivelance towards his old mentor, Gesar, his concern over the way hiswife gave up her post in the Watch
to avoid becoming too powerful to stay with him, and the potential power their two-year-old daughter
wields. Along the way he befriends a human who is a perfect friend for him, reigniting his faith in the people
the Light Ones are sworn to protect.

Like the other two novels, this one is composed of three independent-ish novellas which read together as a
novel. The three stories flow very closely together thistime, like the last two in Day Watch.



In thefirst, Anton is sent undercover--no magic allowed--on a mission to discover who is claiming to be able
to change humans into Others--and it offering to sell the service. While working with Dark Ones (his old
friend the vampire Kostya) and the Inquisition (the former Day Watchman Edgar and the vampire ) he
becomes convinced a powerful Light Oneisinvolved and races to beat his alies to the target so he can
decide what to do with him or her. It isn't clear to Anton that making an Other, if that is even possible,
should be acrime.

The second story involves Anton on vacation afew days later at his mother-in-law's. A powerful witchis
discovered in the woods and his generally-friendly encounters with her disturb him, especially the
indications that she possesses a legendary book on turning humans into Others. When he find out how her
past intertwines with Gesar, Zabulon, the Inquisition, and al of Russia things become very complicated for
him and Svetlana and they find their loyalties split several ways.

Thethird story is ahunt for that legendary book, a copy of which is stolen out from under the nose of the
Inquisition. Once again Anton, Inquisitor Edgar, and K ostya work together, leading to a classic train-bound
mystery where everyone--even Anton's new friend from the first story--is a suspect.

Philosophical questions aside, although they're really the heart of the book, the mysteriesin the first and third
story work very well. The resolution in the first story makes sense; the third story clears up some
misconceptions and tightens the first story. The mostly-introspective middle tale plays well in a classic folk
story way, with all the standard witch-in-the-woods elements plus some added modern fireworks.

The action scenes in this book are back to the pace of the first book. We have none of the fireball-flinging
action from Day Watch, but we do get a moderate number of high-fantasy-type spells tossed around. But in
the end, the decisions in the combat come back to Anton (and, to alesser extent, Svetlana), and Anton isthe
master of minimal intervention. Given a choice between blasting someone and simply distracting them, he
would probably find away to avoid even distracting. It was a powerful message when put up against the first
book's questions about how and when to use power. In this book, questioning the ethics of even having
power, it resonates even more.

Nousha says

Katy says

Please note: Read and reviewed in 2007.

My Synopsis: This follow-up to the (also amazing) Russian magical reality books Night Watch and Day
Watch returns us to Anton's mind and to Anton's rel ationships with those around him. Focusing on
interactions with the mysterious Inquisitors, this book takes Anton further along in his path to understanding



that therereally is very little difference between Light and Dark and that the shades of Grey they all walk in
are probably more suited to all Others than being separated like this.

Synopsis Book 1: In thefirst of the three "books' that are traditionally found in each of these novels, Anton
has to go "undercover" into acommunity of humans to try to discover who, if anyone, has been told about
the Others. Not only isit dangerous for the Others to be revealed, but whomever revealed the Othersto this
human has also promised to turn this human into an Other him or herself, which is - according to all but the
most forbidden of legends - impossible.

Synopsis Book 2: In the second "book," Anton runs across an unregistered and VERY powerful witch as
well as several werewolves who were apparently hunting humans while on vacation in his dacha (country
house) and hasto try to take care of these problems with the help of Svetlana.

Synopsis Book 3: In the third "book," a powerful vampire and member of the Inquisition has been murdered
and a book thought to be the stuff of legends, which will alow Othersto turn humans into Others
themselves, has been stolen from the house of the witch Arina. Anton, with the help of the vampire Kostya
and the Inquisitor Edgar, hasto try to find the cul prit and the book.

My Thoughts: Lukyanenko has created a vivid world in modern-day Russia. He shows us the despair with
which many modern Russians live while they try to adapt to a capitalistic society, a method of lifethat is
completely foreign to everything they've ever known before. Through thisis shown the plotting of the
Watches and Inquisition and the Others, using the humans often as pawns and foilsin their games for glory.
It is an often bleak outlook (to me). My husband, on the other hand, found the book to have alot of humor in
it - he saysthere are alot of instances of outright slapstick. So | guessitisall in how you look at it - thereis
a situation where Anton has an old out-of-work drunk work on aBMW. He brings in several friends and they
completely take apart the car. They get so involved in it that they even forget to get drunk. Me, | found that
sad. My husband thought it was hysterical.

At any rate, do NOT miss this amazing series of books. Y ou will not be sorry for reading them.

Chrissays

| really wanted to finish this before 2008 ended, but travel, a hectic schedule and a new mini-PC conspired
against me. Ah well, suchislife.

Thisworld is one that is riddlied with possibilities. Even though L ukyanenko has been pretty single-minded
in his themes throughout the trilogy, there's alot to work with here. We have two distinct groups of Others,
the Light and the Dark, with different character classes, powers, abilities, levels and ambitions. If anyone
wanted to write fan fiction or even arole-playing game based on the world of the Night Watch series, they
would be ableto let their imaginations roam free. It's an open-ended universe, rife with possibility.

Sowhy isn't it is popular worldwide as, say, Harry Potter? Probably because it's more grown-up than the
Potter series, and is therefore less attractive.

Don't get mewrong - | liked Harry Potter. But for al its merits, it deals with human-level issues: friendship,
family, duty, loyalty. And those are all well and good, and many a great story has been told from those



elements. The Night Watch series, on the other hand, deals with harder, less everyday topics, such asthe
nature of freedom, and the fundamental differences between Good and Evil, if thereis any difference at all.
The themes in these books are headier, and it's not as easy to look at a Light Other like Anton Gorodetsky
and say, "l want to be like him." It's also hard to look at a Dark Other like the vampire Kostya and say,
"Oooh, | hate him."

This is because these characters are, more or less, human. The problem with humansis that their motives
aren't always clear, and L ukyanenko doesn't tell us everything we need to know to judge them properly. With
the exception of Anton, who is afirst-person narrator, we don't get into their heads, and so can't compl etely
understand why they do what they do.

In any case, it's an enjoyable series, and thisis - asfar as| know - the end of it, even though it doesn't need to
be.

In this volume we are introduced to some new players, some grand plots and some terrible secrets. Thereis
an Other out there who has knowledge that everyone thought was merely a myth: how to turn an ordinary
human into an Other. The ramifications of such power are immense - there are few Othersin the world asit
is, and they hardly get along. To create new Others at will would mean chaos, death and destruction. All the
Others forces are sent out to find this mysterious person. Trhe Night Watch, the Day Watch and the
Inquisition are in search of the impossible.

Anton Gorodetsky, of course, ison the front lines of this, searching for leadsin a Moscow apartment
complex. What he finds there isn't quite the secret he thought it was, but it is something he never expected.

In the second story of the volume, he meets an ancient witch, Arina, who may have single-handedly
destroyed the Soviet Union's potential for greatness. In his search to defeat her, he learns the true nature of
the Others, what gives them their power and how they truly interact with the world around them.

And in the third story, the Fuaran has been found - the mythological text with the spell to convert humans to
Others - and it will be used in atruly novel manner. But the Other behind the plan that could tip the world
into supernatural anarchy isthe last person Anton would have ever expected....

As with the other volumes, this one blurs the line between good and evil. It tells us what we already know,
but don't really want to admit: that good people can do evil things - start a bloody revolution, for example, or
try to brainwash thousands of people - and that evil people can do good - save children from wolves, or avert
a chaotic and terrible future. People do things for reasons that are sometimes known only to themselves, not
out of ahigher allegiance to the abstract concepts of "good" and "evil," but for reasons that are intensely
personal.

It is something to be remembered. We have a habit of idolizing and demonising people in this world,
elevating them to paragons of virtue or sin, and ascribing motives to them that we think they acted by. But
that doesn't work. Even to the end, Anton believes he knows why the holder of the Fuaran wants to convert
people into Others - to raise an army and control the world - but he's so very, very wrong. The true reason is
much more personal and, oddly, much more human than that.

That is probably the best lesson to be taken from these books. "Good" and "Evil" are tags that we affix to
people because it saves us the effort of thinking about them. Behind every act, however, is a personal reason
that defies such ssmplistic labeling. Every saint, every monster, is only human. Just like us. | don't know if
knowing that makes the world better or worse, but it at least makesit alittle more familiar.



oguz kaan says

[
** Ak hikaye Anton, Kotsya ve Edgar'”n normal bir insan? Di?er'e doni?tirebilece?ini iddaa eden bir adam?

kovamalas?? temel al?yor. Bu k?s?mda Anton'un aile adam? olmas?n? tecriibe edeiyoruz. Y eni ?san?n

Uros Rakic says

It really keeps you in from the first page.

| am still amazed by the fact that there have not been any boring or slow pase partsin any od the books so
far!

Am abit confused by the end of the book , i guessi got what happened but i would really like a bit more of
explaining , hope to get that from the next sequelslikei did in thr 2nd one about the ending od the 1st.
Overdl , really recommend!

Kaya says

Actualy, it's 3.5 stars.
“We are our own gods and our own demons.”

Decreasing quality of plot, no character development, no any development. Basically, nothing changed since
the first book. It's like Day Watch and Twilight Watch are only plot fillers. At least we find out more about
the purpose of Inquisition. Also, the ending saved the book. That plot twist with Anton and Kostya was
excellent.

“ This was how you wound up in the Inquisition. When you stopped being able to see any difference between
Light Ones and Dark Ones. When for you, people weren't even a flock of sheep, but just a handful of spiders
inaglassjar. When you stopped believing in the future, and all you wanted to do was preserve the status
quo. For yourself. For those few individuals who were still dear to you.”

In the first two books,| thought that the whole purpose of the sagaisto break the status quo, but now | know
the point isto OBTAIN it despite of both sides wanting to break it. It was fun to see Night Watch, Day
Watch AND Inquisition working together.

Thefirst story begins with Anton being married to Svetlana and having a child. Little Nadyais destined to
become the greatest Light Sorceress, a new Jesus, but that fact doesn't play abig rolein this book. Thereis
an Other out there who has knowledge how to turn an ordinary human into an Other. To create new Others
would mean anarchy, destruction and death. All the Others forces are sent out to find this mysterious person.
Anton Gorodetsky is, once again, on the front lines, searching for leads in a Moscow apartment complex
with the help of Kostya, man od the Day Watch and Edgar, suprisingly aman of Inquisition. Anton has inner
conflict whether turning a human into an Other should be a crime.



In the second story, Anton meets an ancient witch, Arina, who may have single-handedly destroyed the
Soviet Union's potential for greatness. While he's trying to decide whether she should be punished or not, he
learns what gives Others their power and how they truly interact with the world around them. Arina’s
resurfacing causes both Watches to go to great lengths so they could capture her.

Third story shows how the first two are connected. The mythological text with the spell to convert humans to
the Others has been found. Once again Anton, Edgar and Kostya work together until the big twist comes.

Seemingly unrelated story at the beginning, becoming the basis for a much larger plot. Anton is again thrust
into the center of the story, and does hot manage to escape untouched by the events unfolding around him.
The story revolves around his inner demons, again, which is getting old and repetitive. Charactersin this
series tend to change, rather than grow, which makes even harder to understand their motives. Twilight
Watch deals with the questionable importance of freedom and the grey differences between Light and Dark.
This one blurs the line between good and evil even more than previous volumes. Good people can do evil
things, like try to brainwash thousands of people, and vice versa - evil people can do good, like save children
from hungry wolves.

“ That's the hardest thing of all - never to become cynical, never to lose faith, never to become indifferent.”
Anton still manages to avoid cynism.
Anton is pretty much the same boy he was in the Night Watch, with the exception he is now afamily man.

He had faced a big change at the end of the book, | hopeit'll have influence on his future behaviour. Heis
my favorite character but at times he bores me.

L una says

Con un interesante universo creado, Sergel Lukyanenko nos trae una vez més la historia de Guardianes desde
la perspectiva de Anton, que ya la disfrutamos en la primera entrega de la saga siendo, desde mi punto de
vista, un acierto aunque no me desagradd laformula que creo el autor con la segunda entrega.

En cierta manera, este titulo se me hizo en parte muy previsible, quitando para mi bastante interés —en
especia en la primera parte— aunque por suerte consigue sobreponerse poco a poco en €l resto de las

paginas.

Sin embargo, aungue |0s personaj es que presenta me parecen buenos, no existe evolucion algunaen el os,
algo que para mi resta bastantes puntos.

Si tuviese que decidir cual es el megjor de latrilogiainicial, me quedaria con € segundo volumen por €l



nuevo enfogue que hay, pero estamos alin asi ante una buena novela.

Espero que en el futuro se animen a traducir las siguientes entregas de Guardianes, aungue si no lo han hecho
yalo veo dificil. Por desgracia.

Shawne says

I would imagine that, at some point, Lukyanenko's brilliant fantasy series would hit a road bump or two; how
many home runs can he hit before the series fizzles out? Surely at some point one of the booksis going to be
a disappointment?

Fortunately, Twilight Watch isn't that book. In fact, it's the best so far - again expanding the scope of
Lukyanenko's ridiculously textured, intelligent universe, so that it encompasses historical narrative and social
discourse in afar more direct fashion than before. Where hints that our world and that of the Others
overlapped were peppered artfully throughout the first two books, we are properly confronted here with a
heady mix of history, politics and class: fittingly so, as the overarching theme of this book is the idea of
freedom and equality and whether that can ever be possible. The main idea, strung through the three novellas
that customarily make up these books, is whether a human being can be transformed into an Other - and not a
lower Dark Other, like avampire or werewolf, but a full-fledged Magician.

It's fascinating to see Lukyanenko take a crack at this: each story becomes larger and more compelling than
the one preceding it. The first is a detective thriller, pacey and exciting, as our hero Anton hunts down a
human who has ambitions to become an Other; the second a study in the history and lore of the Other
universe but also a heart-thumping hunt for aged witch Arina; and the third simply explodes the story in
every direction when Anton must go up against an old friend in a bid to keep the worlds of Others and
humans separate. And it's even more of athrill to see Lukyanenko's confidence really come through in the
writing: the tone of the writing iswry, surprisingly funnier than the first two novels, and just ajoy to rip
through.

The most coherent, trippy, and breathtakingly intelligent of the series so far. | can't wait to get my hands on
The Last Watch.

Ryan Mishap says

| love these books!

In modern Moscow, age old beings called Others still exist. The Light and the Dark Ones called a truce
hundreds of years ago and are governed by that treaty. The Nightwatch isthe Light Ones' police force to
keep the Dark in Line. The Daywatch istheir counterpart. There may be atruce, but the schemes,
manipulations, and plans are aways in maotion.

Anton, athird level magician on hisfirst field operation when Nightwatch begins, is one of my favorite
charactersin fiction. His melancholy covers up awistful hope in goodness, that things will work out. Heis
buffeted by the whirlwinds created by more powerful magicians on both sides of the Others as they plot and
counter-plot, but he always makes his own way and tries to do what he thinksis best.

The Russian setting lends an air of difference that U.S. based urban fantasy don't have, but these are also
very original and the source of magic is an ingenious invention. The novels deal with complicated moral



guestions using vampires, magicians, and other fantasy conventions to answer them, or, more often , ask
more questions.
I recommend these wholeheartedly. Y ou. Read. Now.

Rusalka says

| wasn't going to review this book. Mainly because due to the author's vocal opinions on the Ukraine conflict,
he has firmly cemented himself onto my "Halfback Flankers® shelf. However, due to some some occurrences
in this book that makes me bristle now just thinking about it, consider this a public service announcement.

1. A man'sjob isto protect and provide for the woman. A woman's job isto protect and provide for the child.
This also means that the man may not be able to have a relationship with the child, as heis providing for
them both.

I'm sorry, did | teleport to 19507 Sorry mate, just because you are bored hanging out with your wife and
child, doesn't mean you get to justify yourself being an arsehole by falling back on antiquated ideals.

2. A wife should quit her job if sheis better at her job than her husband. In fact, she shouldn't be better than
him at anything, and if sheis, she should hide it and pretend it's not there as it makes him feel bad. And they
should never talk about it together in case the man feelsinferior. And at the end of the book, you should
make the man better than the woman as she has decided to go back to work and that's all topsy turvy and
shouldn't be allowed, so we will fix it with magic.

Fuck. Off. You tiny, stupid, insignificant, odious man.

Besides Anton being the dick mentioned above, aswell as referring to Ukrainians as farmers all the time
(how did | not notice in the first two books?) | enjoyed 90% of the book. Just... yeah...

For more reviews visit http://rusalkii.blogspot.com.au/

Karine says

This continuation of the Night Watch series combines mystery with an exploration of the differences
between humans and Others. It's awonderful follow-up to the prior books, but would be incomprehensible if
you haven't read them.

emma says

these just get better as they go to be honest. this one felt like more of a complete book than three short
stories.



Lori says

A continuation of this great series. In thefirst few pages | wasn't sure if Anton would continue to repeat his
moral dilemma (what is dark? what is light?) from book 2, but things progess. An interesting perk for
American readersis an inside perspective of the post Soviet Russia.

Wushi says

These stories are all told from Anton's perspective. A good decision to return to a voice the author clearly
sympathizes with.

This book picks up afew years after the events of Day Watch, with Anton having married and had a child in
the intervening time. His child is fated to become the greatest magic user in centuries, something this story
only addresses on the side.

Act one follows Anton as he tries to track down someone who was promised to be made an Other. It is
presumed to be impossible, and we are led to believe that whoever made the promise might be forced to
withdraw into the Twilight if they do not follow through. An interesting act with an exploration of the
oddities of the nouveau riche in Moscow. | enjoyed the descriptions of the contradictions of wealth in
Moscow more than | did Anton's investigaion. The story has an apparently straightforward ending.

Act two picks up with Anton taking a vacation in the countryside. He looks into some odd events, and
stumbles across an ancient Dark Witch named Arina. It is supposed that she may posses a book that can turn
anyone into an Other. Through learning more about Arina, we also learn more about Boris (Anton's boss).

Act three follows on the heels of act two with an opportunistic plot by one of Anton's former friends, a
young vampire named Konstantin, who now possesses the Fuaran. An action driven story that follows
Konstantin's attempts to equalize the world by making everyone an Other, so no one will have power over
another.

The plotting in this book is abit tighter, with the seemingly unrelated story at the beginning, becoming the
basis for amuch larger world spanning plot. Anton is again thrust into the center of the story, and does not
manage to escape untouched by the events unfolding around him.




