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A hundred years ago, the high sorcerer of Velensperialaunched a swift and deadly attack against the
draegans—a race of dragon shapeshifters who'd always lived in harmony with the humans. The draegans
were all but destroyed, with the few who remained, scattered and in hiding. But after a century of cruel
repression, a group of them have united and begun to fight back. Their leader, Keiran Hareldson, is
determined to free his people from the high sorcerer’ s tyranny. For years he hid the secret of his heritage,
knowing the truth would make him and those around him atarget of the sorcerer’ s wrath. But the time has
come to fight the sorcerer in the open, and once the news spreads that Keiran is the sole surviving draegan
lord, draegans and humans alike begin to flock to the draegan camp for protection.

Gaige Rizik used to be the captain of the sorcerer’s High Guard. His last assignment was to infiltrate the
draegan rebel’ s camp, identify the leader, and eliminate him. No one, least of all him, expected him to fall in
love with the very man he'd sworn to kill. Gaige defects to the draegans’ side, and he and Keiran bind
themselves to one another not only by love, but by blood when they go through the true mate ritual. With
their blood merged, it allows Gaige to inherit the powerful magick of the draegan lords. But inheriting it and
using it are two different things. Gaige has troubl e tapping into the magick because he feels unworthy of the
gift. Only half-draegan, he fears his human side and his past as the high sorcerer’ s right hand will forever
tarnish his future as Keiran's mate and second in command.

When Keiran is stolen by an ancient demon from the shadow world, Gaige is |eft with the fate of the draegan
people in his hands. They turn to him as their new lord, and he’ s torn between his duty to them, and his
desperate need to find his mate. Through shadow and torment, fire and darkness, Gaige and Keiran struggle
to hold back the tide of the sorcerer’ s ever-expanding war and stop the new and even deadlier evil that
threatens their lands. In their darkest hour, only their fierce love for one another, and Gaige' s acceptance of
his power, stand between them and the destruction of all they know.
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From Reader Review Fires Of Ballian for online ebook

Tori Thompson says

4 heart review for Love Bytes Reviews.

A copy of this book was provided in exchange for an honest review. This review was originaly posted at
Love Bytes Reviews, please visit www.lovebytesreviews.com to see this and many more reviews,
interviews, and giveaways!

Please see my reviews of the previous two booksin this series for the full details about who these amazing
charactersare..... book #1 True of Heart, and book #2 Lords of Kellesborne. I'll just get right to the good
stuff with this one!

| try to keep spoilers to a minimum, but something that happened in Lords of Kellesborne has a huge impact
on this book. So be warned, if you haven't read that one, there be spoilers here....

Byram, the nasty sorcerer attempting to take over Valensperia has apparently been feeding souls/energy of
draegans to a death demon named Moh' dredion. Moh'’ dredion has devel oped a fondness for draegan lords,
and Keiran isthe last one. So at the end of the last book, Keiran was snatched by Moh'’ dredion, and has been
residing in the shadow world. Gaige is convinced he' s not dead, since they are true mates, and he would
know, but he hasn’t been able to figure out how to get to Keiran. He is even more convinced when he
“hears’ Keiran speak to him, and with the help of a potion, is able to visit Keiran in his dreams. Keiran is
happy to see him, and we get alovely reunion scene, but it is short lived. Gaige then dedicates some thought
and energy to solving thisissue and getting his lover back to him. But things are never easy, and more bad
shit is happening in Valensperia than the draegans knew about initially, and Gaige is drawn in to that battle,
as the defacto leader of the draegans now that Keiran is gone. Gaige is torn between his need to defend his
new family, and his need to rescue his mate.

We also see the return of adraegan named Jax, who caused much drama earlier in the series. Jax may be
having a bit of aredemption, but we'll have to wait to see how that goes. We also see the blossoming of
some love between two dreagans, Wen and Wesley.

After some research and thought, Gaige is eventually able to make some headway on solving his Keiran
dilemma. And after some exploration and discussion with his lead draegans, heis able to put plans together
in case he doesn’t make it back from his attempt to rescue Keiran.... ominous right? | know! But that’s al
I'll say about that!

Thiswas avery solid addition to the continuing story of Gaige and Keiran, and the only reason | didn’t give
it ahigher rating is that the two spend most of the book apart. Yes, | understand why, and it is part of the
overall plot that works very well, but it’s hard to judge a romantic book when the main characters are apart
for 3/4 quarters of the book. Thereislimited sex between them, and limited time to bond as a couple. What
thereis, isfan-freaking-tastic. If | think of this book as a continuation of Lords of Kellesborne, and not asa
separate book, I'd probably give it more hearts. But it’s not, it’ s written as its own book, and | ook for
certain things in books; Plot, which was great. Writing, which was also great. Characters, which | love. Sex,
which was lacking due to their separation. Emotional bond, which was certainly there, but hard since they
were apart so much. Ending... | can't say! It's always hard for me to rate books smack in the middle of a
continuing series, when some things are resolved, but new things are added. So basically | loved it, but |



need the story to continue to grow and evolve, and | can’t wait to see what happens when Keiran and Gaige
are together for more than a dozen pages!

The next book due out takes aturn to different characters, | remember having some disappointment when
that happened the first time | read this series. | liked Wen and Wesley just fine, but I'm really al about
Kerian and Gaige. Anything that delays getting more of those two in my handsis going to cause me some
stress! | think there may be two books for Wen and Wesley, only one of which was ever published. So
maybe we have to wait for one book to be revised and one new book to be finished, before we get the real
payoff! A NEW KEIRAN AND GAIGE BOOK!! Yes, I'm abit excited about that. Ridiculously excited.
I’ ve been waiting since 2010, and | see alight at the end of the tunnel.

| am abig fan of this series, it's an excellent example of gay romantic fantasy. Y ou have to read themin
order, or you will belost. Thisis not a standalone book. Go get the first one and give it atry, these guys are
amazing!

Elyse says

Keiran is gone (and believe dead) so as his true mate, the role of leading the draegans falls on Gaige
shoulders. The draegan Lord isin fact kept prisoner in an endless nightmare in Ballian. With the help of a
strange liquid given by his grandmother, Gaige manage to communicate with his mate through his dream.
(Ok they do far more than just communicate....) The man decidesto go aon suicidal rescue mission.

Jax is till an ass and do not trust Gaige at all. That guy is seriously annoying.

The evil sorcerer Byram scheme to get rid of the draegans once and for all and is barely present in this book.
Not sure why but | lost interest in this series. | feel like nothing happen in this book and | was quite bored.

M elanie~~ says

Not nearly the life and desth cliffie that book two left us with, but there is definitely more story.

| am so thrilled and relieved that | didn't find these books until now. if | had to wait another year or two to
get Circle of Ariend | might go just a bit crazier than | already am. I'm hopeful that Circle (which Ms.
Rhoades has said isthe last in this series) will com out before the end of the year. Unfortunately, 1've not
been able to find a corroborating date. So, | wait along with all the other fansto find out how Gaige and
Keiran and their friends destroy Byram and his fiends.

GREAT books! I'd recommend them to anyone who wants a well-thought-out world, amazing story, and
enthralling characters.

ETA: Almost 2 years later and I'm still waiting. And totally worth it.

Crissy Morrissays

45 stars



Originaly reviewed for Joyfully Jay

After Moh' dredion takes his mate Kieran, Gaige vows to find him even when those around him are certain
that Kieran is dead. In the meantime, Gaige takes up the position of Draegan Lord — protecting his people
and continuing the stand against High Sorcerer Byram. One of hisfirst decisions as leader is to rescue Jax,
the one draegan who hates everything about Gaige, from Byram'’s dungeons. After weeks of delays, he and
his guards are finally able to begin the rescue mission only to have one of Gaige' svisionslead themto a
mountain clearing where their worst nightmare is awaiting their arrival. And at the moment he is sure he will
die, avision of Kieran brings Gaige back, gives him hope and strength to believe in the draegan magick
hidden within him.

Gaige is determined not to give up the fight to get Kieran back, but that’s easier said than done. Not having
Kieran by his side, and not having the mind link that was the comfort and constant reminder of their true-
mating are difficult for Gaige to live without. Dreams about Kieran only make Gaige miss him more.

A gift from his grandmother gives Gaige the answers he needs to get Kieran back, but facing possible death
and leaving behind his people in the midst of awar is not a decision to be made lightly. Although facing a
life without Kieran is something Gaige is sure he wouldn’t survive. With the help of histrusted inner-circle,
Gaige sets out to rescue his mate before Death takes everything from them both.

Fires of Ballian isthe third book in the Draegan Lords series by M.L. Rhodes. This book is different from the
previoustwo in that it is mostly about Kieran's rescue and Gaige' s journey to believing in himself and his
abilities. They battle their fears, their weaknesses, and most of all themselvesin this book. Don’'t get me
wrong, thereis still romance, but there’ s atwist to their romance that ends up making their relationship
stronger. And as with the first two books, Fires of Ballian is wonderful from beginning to end.

| love this series. Absolutely loveit. The story arc isriveting and constantly keeping me on my toes. The
characters, main and secondary, are fascinating and continue to grow with each installment. The world
building continues to amaze me. And the writing is, as aways, captivating. And the way the series
progresses, always changing and surprising, impresses me every time.

This story is mostly Gaige's, athough Kieran isn’t absent from this book, nor is his point of view. But for the
most part we see Gaige' s progression and growth as a character. He gains confidence, courage, and
independence in the draegan world. When he takes over |eadership of the draegans and humans that live with
them, Gaige was basically flying by the seat of his pants hoping for Kieran's quick return. He never believed
that he was capable of leading or protecting the people without Kieran and then he was thrust into it without
warning. His dreams of Kieran telling him to believe in himself and believe in his abilities give Gaige the
strength to become not only a strong leader but a powerful Lord of Kellesborne.

As| mentioned earlier, Kieranisin this story, but hisis asmaller, supporting role. His journey is one of
endurance, survival, and facing his fears. He doesn’t give up. His love for Gaige and his his people are what
keeps him going. | love him because no matter what he facesin thisworld, he doesn’t let it break him. Don’'t
get me wrong, hisisnot an easy journey by any means, but it is a satisfying one.

The story arc continues with several twists and turns. I’ve said it before and it remains the truth in this story,
every little thing within this story means something. It may not play out the way you were expecting. It may
not even play out in the same book, but it all means something. In Fires of Ballian, Jax is rescued and returns
to Kellesborne. A shadow of suspicion hovers over him. He is broken and afraid, and that leads to
unexpected twistsin his story. I'm still not sure whether | trust him or believe his story, but | am dying to



find out how hisrole playsout in all of this.

The world of the Draegan Lords continues to get bigger, growing more intricate and even more alluring. The
glimpse into hel, into Ballian, this world beyond the veil, is dark and scary. It' s heart pounding and exciting.
Gaige' s expanding abilities are also awonderful addition to the magical aspect of thisworld. | look forward
to seeing the continued progression of Gaige' s powers and of the world-building in future installments.

My one wish for this book is that we would have been able to see more of Gaige and Kieran together,
physically, but | understand that in the overall story what happens is meant to happen. | just love Gaige and
Kieran together, together their bond continues to grow stronger. So | look forward to their future journey.

It's no secret that I’ m a huge fan of M.L. Rhodes and this seriesis a big reason why. Fires of Ballian isfilled
with ups and downs, hopes and fears, but Rhodes delivers the hope that true love brings with this story. | am
waiting on pins and needles for the next book. There will be an interlude for Wen and Wesley’ s story,
Unexpected Magick, before the next installment of the series. I’'m dying to read both. | highly, highly
recommend Fires of Ballian by M.L. Rhodes. If you haven't read the first two books, do not read this one
first. This series was meant to be read in order; otherwise you'll be completely lost.

Caroline Brand says

Book 4 hasn't been released yet....oh traumal

C says

Dropping to 3 stars due to the unfinished nature of this series, alack of closure on the story has impacted my
opinion for all 3 books, | will never re-read them since | know they're unfinished. A warning to all who
would start this series, we've been waiting for book 4 for 3 years. I'm giving up hope and removing book 4
from my want to read pile. Very, VERY frustrating.

Claudia says

good but not as good as the first two. | missed both of the together

Elise 0 a.k.aRyder's Pet [ says

Yup, | continued. Damn, |'m weird. Here's the thing, I'm too damn tried to look for other books so | just
ended up continuing series | really have no interest in. Keiran Hareldson (108) wasn't really all that much
in this book, as | think the focus was to get peopleto see that Gaige Rizik (32) was equally strong as his
mate. It wasn't abad story, but | still found myself yawning (though that is probably because I've barely
slept) and | kinda just want to finish the series so | can put this one (as well) behind me and find something
new that, with my luck, I'll probably want to put behind me, too.



“I'd be lost with you. I'll always be here for you, Keiran.

Quick basic facts:

Genre: - (Adult) Paranormal Romance (M/M)

Series. - Series, Book Three

Lovetriangle? - (view spoiler)

Cheating? - (view spailer)

HEA? - (view spailer)

Favorite character? - Keiran Hareldson.

Would | read more by thisauthor/or of series? - Unsure.
Would | recommend this book/series? - Uhhh, | don't know?
Will | read thisagain in the future? - No.

Rating - 2 stars

MsMiz (Tina) says

3.5 - | have hesitated for along time to read Fires of Ballian (book #3) as | knew it would be along time
before we got the actual conclusion. With that said, it fell perfectly in with my Bingo challenge and decided
to pick it up. | also missed Gaige and Keiran.

I am not sure how much | want to say for fear of spoiling. The opening pages were so powerful. Gaige was
dreaming of a special time with Keiran and really, it was so present that | was actually shocked when it was
all adream. | had forgotten about the moments of the last book when Keiran was taken. | thought, oh good,
heisnot really gone. Needless to say | waswrong! It was a great opening.

This book was important to the series to force Gaige to believe in himself and to realize he is not the bad
guy. We get to see his strength and leadership shine. The secondary characters are all there, yet they took
more of a background role as the spotlight was on Gaige. The story line was good, not too deep and detailed,
just enough to keep you in the moment and in the world. With that said, sometimes | do feel rushed through
scenes where | could use more detail.

Overal | recommend this series for those who enjoy fantasy stories and especialy hot dragons!!

~Le ~Reading IsAn Adventure ~ says

0Odgd??2~ 3.5 Stars
Gaige and Keiran learn where Byram's magic power comes from. Unfortunately, the demon who provides
escapes his portal and steals Keiran and takes him to a different plane.

While Keiran is away, Gaige learns Byram's evil plansto destroy any who oppose him. Gaige hasto figure
out if there's any way to get Keiran back, because without Keiran, Byram's pretty unstoppable.

Onto Book 3



Wren says

There was amost non-stop action here. Thisis awonderful series, the world-building is quite good. | think |
liked this less than the first two books, probably because Gaige and Keiran aren't together much. 1'm looking
forward to book 4.

Dee Wy says

4.5 stars. I'm a sucker for a sweet romance and an action/adventure plot. Love this series. #4 soon please?

Krissays

Bring on whenever the hell spring/summer isup there, | say! | can't wait for the final installment in this
fantastic m/m fantasy series. *g*

Jacq says

FEB 1, 2010 nice read. Smooth intertwined romance. With nice twist and turns. Unfortunately a cliff hanger.
Oh and not alittle one, this writer takes you down head first...AND THE DAMN PARACHUTE WON'T
OPEN!

Re analyzed~Due to sequel, wait time JAN 2016 (not out yet) 1 Damn Star-this writer is damn
unrealistic/unreliable !
yearsyears years OMG - SO DONE WITH WRITER!

Peace out!

Bookwatcher says

Such ssssssaaaaaaaaaddddd start...

to a magnificent book!

Ok, now it the time to see more of Gaige
So, in this third statement the spotlight will be on Gaige. Without spoiling the previous books | can tell only
that | loved all the hard and terrible path Gaige start to follow, to discover himself, and to get the power to



find his beloved.

| loved also all the secondary characters much more active, helping Gaige. | learn more from the shifter, and
unfortunately also more about the great evil, the Moh'dredion.

Humans, Draegans, all creaturesin aworld where aterrible sen-ef-a-biteh evil sorcerer (Bryam) and a
loathsome entity (the Moh'dredion) are fighting yo have more power.

In my twisted fertil imagination Moh'dredion was something like the terrible Balrog from the Lord of the
Rings

[image error]
But it'savery personal interpretation of the descriptions, and the fear he can evoke, only by being

nominated.

and hummmmmmm... embarrassing but honest moment... | would certainly pee myself seeing something like
him too... so well, everyoneisright... that guy is scary

Amazing serie up tp now! All 3booksgot my 5starsand | can't wait to the next book!!! The end
finally made me smile again!




