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She left everything familiar behind-but love found her anyway. A story from The Perfect Gift. Sophiais
determined to spend Christmas on her own terms this year. Her daughter will be spending the holidays with
her boyfriend's family, and Sophia has no intention of staying home alone with her memories. She knows
Ethan would be more than happy to keep her company. But he's her business partner-and her late husband's
best friend. It's past time to stop leaning on him and learn to stand on her own two feet. A cruise to the
Caribbean might be just the ticket to discovering who she is now, and what she really wants.

Ethan is stunned to discover that Sophia has decided to go on a cruise for Christmas-alone. He'd thought
something more was finally devel oping between the two of them. If she's ready to move on after the loss of
her husband, he'll be damned if he lets her move on without him!

On the spur of the moment, Ethan books a stateroom, determined to prove to Sophiathat what they have
goes far beyond friendship. The romantic atmosphere of the cruise sparks a passion the two had only
dreamed of before-but can their fledgling relationship survive beyond the vacation of alifetime?

Warning, thistitle contains the following: explicit sex, graphic language (but don't tell my mom).
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Vicky says

Read the book in afew hours... nothing what | expected. But hey, it helped to pass the time.

Cindi says

This short story had alot of potential. Sophiais awidow. Ethan was Sophia's late husband's best friend and
business partner who stepped in and became a close friend to Sophia and her daughter (Samantha) when
Sophia's husband died two years earlier. Sophiaand Ethan are both in their 40's. A few months prior to when
the story starts, they each start to fed something toward the other one that is more than friendship though
they keep those feelings to themselves for obvious reasons.

So far, so good.

It's Christmas time. Sophia doesn't want to go through the motions at home so she books a cruise. Sam will
be gone with her new boyfriend for the holidays so there is no reason for Sophiato stay home alone.

Still good at that point.

So what happened? Sam is a selfish brat. She won't be home with her mother for the holiday but yet she
criticizes Sophiafor wanting to go on acruise. | guessit's always better for someone to spend a sad holiday
at home ALL ALONE than to go out and do something you would enjoy and to take your mind off things?
(sorry... sarcasm) And why the fear of telling Ethan if he is her friend? I'm thinking a forty-something-year-
old, unattached woman should not feel the need to be scared of saying she's going on a cruise. Nor should
she have to ask her daughter permission to do so. Her life, right?

Then Ethan shows up unannounced on the cruise. What if Sophia wanted to have a holiday fling? Nothing
wrong with that.

| know this was a short story but everything simply happened too fast. The sex happened too fast. The
friendsto loversthing ....... while | normally love thistype of story ........... was WAY too fast. No
discussions or anything. Just jump into bed.

Okay, I'm done with my rant. | would be extremely upset had | paid for this book. Most of what was on my
Kindle were excerpts from other stories. | don't normally read excerpts so | didn't read these.

Cathy says

First of all, this was misnamed. Nobody was "home" for Christmas. A widow decides to go on a cruise and
sheisfollowed by her deceased husband's business partner. If you want to stretch it quite abit | suppose you
could say they found their "home" with each other.



Thiswas free for my Kindle. There wasn't much to recommend it but I've read worse.

JOAN says

Cute Christmas novella. For anovellal thought she did well developing the characters and their background.
However, | did think that the H and h went to bed alittle too quickly without alittle more time getting to
know each other on amore personal level.

L oraine says

I did not finish this book. | think this could have been a good book. I liked the idea behind the storyline. BUT
right off there were alot of curse words included that weren't necessary. Then by the second or third chapter
the hero and heroine were headed to bed with TMI included about their intimacy. At that point, even though

| likethe storyline, | quit reading.

Heather in FL says

A shortish story about awidow in her mid-forties and her husband's best friend/business partner. Sophia and
Ethan had no feelings for each other until after Sophia's husband died and Sophia and Ethan were sort of
forced to spend more time together. Slowly, their feelings toward each other grew, but neither one knew how
the other felt.

Thisis Sophia's second Christmas without her husband, and her daughter has other plans this year as well,
and rather than force holiday cheer, Sophia has decided to take a Christmas cruise by herself. She doesn't
even tell Ethan her plans. When Ethan shows up just as she's leaving, he's surprised, and somehow he figures
out her plans and joins her on the cruise.

| agree that there wasn't awhole lot of build up between the two characters. We didn't even really get to feel
much chemistry. And the sex scenes were only barely there.

It was till a sweet story with a sweet HEA, but nothing really to write home about.

Rachel says

Thiswas acute, short, easy to read story. It is perfect for when a
person wants to read something light and happy. Not much else to say.
Reminds me of the old movies | used to see as achild.....always were
"light" and had a happy ending!




Sherrill says

In this book, it is refreshing to see charactersin their mid-forties finding love again. Most love stories are of
youth or young adults, where the older aged characters that still have lots of life left in them seem to be
forgotten.

Even though it was aquick read, | compareit to athin dice of cake, just enough to get a taste without
overindulging.

A good read.

Shel ove2Read says

Everything about this moved too fast. Our heroine was married for at least 20 years but after 2 is already
comfortable enough to move on. The shipboard romance with her husbands best friend - while entirely
possible - didn't fedl right. The sex happened WAY too quickly and | won't even go into the ILY's. | know
that everyone grieves at a different pace. I've been married 18 years and if, God forbid, my husband died
tomorrow - | know for afact | would need more time than this. It simply did not fed right to me and
certainly didn't leave me wanting more. 1.5 stars

JOANN says

It was okay. | liked the idea of an "older" -- older by romance book standards -- couple being the focus of a
story. The story itself was a bit uneven in the telling. The jump from anxiety over whether they should share
their feelings for each other to I-love-you-let's-make-this-permanent seemed a bit abrupt.

I know it was a short story and that's what | was looking for, | just think afew more pages or alittle better
use of the pages used would have made it a better story.

Kim says

Thiswas awonderful short story.
| absolutely loved the characters and the fact that they were in their 40's made it even better.

| most certainly want to find this suite Ethan had on my next cruise!

Kathy says

A very short story, i was surprised when it ended so soon. Cute story about a woman who wants to spend



Christmas on her own on a cruise that she gives to herself. Her husband had died the year before and her
daughter was visiting with her boyfriend's family out of town. Sheis surprised who joins her on the cruise
and leads to a steamy romance. Quick read.

celticminx (aka: kristi or " k") says

Thiswas a sweet little romance between awidow and her family friend and business partner.

Sofie's husband died almost two years ago. Last Christmas was unbearable while the family tried to uphold
their regular traditions. Ethan, a close family friend and business partner has looked out for Sofie ever since
the death of his best friend and Sofie's husband.

Sofie surprises her family and Ethan by making other plans this holiday. She doesn't want her loved ones
babysitting her this year. She wants to do something completely different, so sheis going on acruise aone.
What is even more surprising to Sofie is when Ethan shows up aboard ship, and he's there for her.

Krista (Morehot and gritty bikers please) says

Another short novellato bring Christmas cheer. This story is about awidow and empty nester Mother,
finding her feet again. While too short of astory, | felt a connection to the heroine a bit more because |
understand her need to not sit and mope around during the holidays. Short and sweet.

Penny Watson says

Home For Christmas by Kate Davies

Thiswas afreebie, and started out with alot of potential. | love stories that have characters who are in their
forties. This one has awidow and her late husband's business partner heading off on aromantic cruise.
Unfortunately, it didn't deliver. It felt like abad Harly novel....superficial, no real emotional connection
between the H/h, flat sex scenes, and an abrupt ending. Big bummer.

Grade: 3 Limp Candy Canes (C+)




