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Sarah Ansani says

I loved this book, from its beginning where touch and color are questioned through shape and light to its end
where death isin the height of spring, among the chicken eggs. It isabook of the author's truths; reminders
that the world is just the world and it's not there to be poeticized. "...the seais as blue/every morning as it
aways/was." Atwood searches for sincerity in all things. The landcrab's persistence and ignorance of its own
beauty as it makes a beautiful life out of cold hardness. Atwood speaks to "you" which often seemslike a
child or lover that the desperate narrator keeps trying to will into existence. And that fight between that
desired non-existing and the unquestionable facts of life: "There's a cooked bird, a sharp knife:/that's real/and
to be dealt with," she saysto "you" who are not there with her. Who she desires. "Is thisredlly your fate /to
enter poetry and become transparent?' And how saddened | was by this line where she chooses to accept the
truth of that desired non-existing thing: "Let's believe/you know your way".

And, "...the only way is through."

Julie says

| wasn't a huge fan of the love poems, but it's rare for me to like those no matter how well-written, and all of
these are wonderfully arranged and evocative. The center of the book was my favorite, and it made me sad
that those same horrors continue around the world. She expresses the exact frustration and despair we feel at
the hopel essness of making a difference.

Johanna Haas says

The first third are personal messages to people | don't know - perhaps her husband, daughter, mother, or
friend. The second third are women's horror stories. The third is miscellany and | like it best.

Kara Nichols says

Poetry has become a stranger. | read this book hastily, wanting to be done. And inthe end | did skip quitea
few pages. True Stories will go back on the shelf and who knows, maybe one day | will reconnect with it.
For now, | remain unmoved.

Ber nadette says
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Alexa says

A beautiful collection of poetry, spanning love, politics, and death, in away that spoke to me much more
than her previous poetry has. This feelsto me like a more mature Margaret Atwood, one who writes of the
vagaries of love within a committed relationship rather than the agony of young and uncertain love, one who
isn't afraid to let her political opinions show, and one who is living through the death of earlier generations.
Thisisvery, very rich in abeautiful way! Thisisworth returning to again and again.

Allie says

I'm counting this as part of my 2015 Read Harder challenge! Task 17: A collection of poetry!

Marianne Sgiland says

Der var Atwood tilbake pa plass. En nydelig diktsamling der ca halvparten er et antall ekstraordinaart
falelsesrike kjaalighetsdikt (som oppleves saadel es selvbiografiske, men kanskje ikke er det?) og hvor resten
av diktene sentrerer seg rundt menneskets upalitelige oppfattelse av seg selv og verden rundt. Ikke minst
"sannhetene" vi forteller oss selv for pa en méte a gi oss selv en falelse av identitet pa var svaare klode.
Anbefales sa absolutt. Favorittdelen - om jeg kan kalle det det - var definitivt kjaalighetsdiktene.

Dorothy says

first read thisas a 15 year old and it has always stuck in my mind as the kind of poetry that | would want to
write, if | wrote poetry

Mark Valentine says

| read this book a couple of decades ago and had forgotten so. When | picked it up today, knowing that |
liked her poetry, | was enthused and excited to re-discover my favorite poem, "V ariations on the Word
Sleep.” Thefinal stanzaresonates within me;

"I would like to be the air/that inhabits you for amoment/only. | would like to be that unnoticed/& that
necessary." To me, this shows the elegance and simplicity of genuine love.

Mariana says

Great, easy to read, feminist poems



Helen says

Good stuff when she writes about solid things like the sea and crabs and seagulls. The oft quoted line"a
word after aword after aword is power" comes from a poem in this collection.

But the words poem and poetry are overused in these poems and poetry. Ars poetica works best when it's
subtle, unwordy.

Her fiction is better than her poetry. But both have merit.

L aura says

| like this author more and more as | read more of her work beyond her novels. Thisis poetry how | like it
with visceral, descriptions that are so precise yet |eave space for you to find yourself in them.

ae says

margaret atwood's approach to language isintelligent & precise. so her poems appear neat & perhaps plain,
but are cutting! this'plainness' i think acts an anesthetic, so you might not realize at first just how sharp her
poems are, or how deeply they have cut you until you look down & see dl this blood.

i enjoyed this very much

Cherie says

B What is this collection about? Feminism? Individuals tortured by an oppressive state? Wonderful vivid
poems.




