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Penny (Literary Hoarders) says

Thiswas amemoir written in letters by Emma Reyes. She had a very bizarre, incredibly impoverished and
astonishingly abusive upbringing. Her mother was someone Emma and her sister referred to as Mrs. Maria.
After years of abuse that included horrific violence that included being locked in closets, rooms, etc for the
entire day, sometimes days, Mrs. Maria abandoned them and the girls were taken to a convent.

The majority, in fact most, of this memoir is stories from the convent. Thiswas a "good" read, if | can phrase
it that, but it wasn't a gripping one - there was a great deal of the everyday storytelling of the common
everyday happenings in the convent so it wasn't the most fascinating story once Emma arrives at the
convent? For certain, her days there weren't all wonderful either. But, | don't know - it probably doesn't
sound right to say - but it was a good read, but nothing exceptional for me. Emma Reyes did overcome and
came of age in exceptionally bizarre and terrible conditions - but this memoir does not cover her adult years
and the moving forward to her adult life as a successful artist.

Sorry for the ramble.

| started thiswhen it was relevant for #\WWomeninTranslation month and finished it this weekend. Thank you
to Viking/Penguin US for sending the hardcover of The Book of Emma Reyes.

Kokelector says

Existen libros que aparecen en la vida de quienes leen gracias a instancias como clubes de lecturas. Porque
estén ali pero si no eres un gran conversador(a) con quien te surte de libros, es muy bajala probabilidad de
[legar aun libro como este. Y es maravilloso, una lectura que emociona, que aprieta el corazon y los ojos a
ir por sus paginas. Son 23 cartas que Emma envia a su amigo pararelatarle su infancia, pero es unanifiez en
una Colombia de primeramitad del siglo XX y con la sombra de la pobrezay abandono sobre los hombros
de dos hermanitas que terminan en un convento, al maltrato -si, no cuidado- de monjas que le muestran que
ladichay graciade lareligion también posee sesgos sociaes. Un libro que conmueve porque a pesar de las
desdichas que cuenta, no hay odio en sus palabras sino que el torque que le permite aprender que lavida que
tetocavivir puede ser exprimidaa maximo. Es un libro increible y que debiese ser lectura obligatoria. Una
de mis grandes lecturas de este 2018.




Vasileios says

http://dreamersandco.com/2017/09/anam...

Mia pEOAIOTIK? KO EUTIVEVOUVN TEPLYPAQ? TOUL TI?C K2TOI 0 UTIOPE? VA 0dNY?20¢€l Tn {w? TOU EKE?
TIOU TPAYUATIK? B7AEL, KAl VO EEXWP?0El. AUT? UTIOPE? VO A ¢ To d1d76el N Emma Reyes ato BIBA?0
Avapv?oelg ol aAAnAoypa@?oc (eKd?0e1¢ KaPOog, 2017) oTnV EAIPETIK? 2KA0ON TIOL KUKAOQ?PNOE
KOl CUYKEVTPVEL 23 ETNOTOA?C TNC OTIC OTIO?EC APNYE?TAL ETICDEIA AT? TNV 1dla?tepa emt?duvn (w?

me.

H Emma Reyes ?tav KOAOUPBIOV? KOAAIT?XVIC 1 OTo?20 SlaKP?ONKE ¢ {wyp2Pog KAl dnpio?pynoe
Q@A?EC UE TOLC TIO CNUAVTIKO?C CLUYYPAPE?C KOl KOAAIT?XVEC TOU 200V A1’V A, TOUC OTID?0LC KA
TIPOOT?TEYE TEPIOCTEPO KO ATIO UNT?200. MaT? N {w? TN¢ 2Uwg ?XEl VO oG 0E?EEl T?00 TIOAA?,
TI2PQ ATT? TO KAAAITEXVIK? TNG 7pY0;

MP?KeITAl IO KO YUVA KO TIOL PU2XPL Ta 19 TNG ?tav avoA@?BNTn, LEYAAWUN O VA JUKP?
OWW?TI0 V¢ povaoTnplo? atnv KoAOUPB?0, EYKATAAEAEIUPIAN HOL? Pe TNV adepP? TNG, EPY?LovVTaV
EKE? KAL Ol 070 K?TW ATT? OKANP?C CUVOKEC. ATT? EKE? KAT2APEPE VO TO OK?0EL, EEPEVOVTAC AT? ALT?
N dLOB?0TaXTN KABNUEPIVZINTA, TOE2OEYE TIOA? AP EPAVOVTAC TO HEYAAZTEPO KOUU?TI TNC LW?C
NC oTn {WYPA@K?, LETAK AU OE O TRAA?C X ?pEC KAl TO 1960 eykataoT?0nKe oto Nap?ol1, ?rou
KOTO&I20NKE KAAAITEXVIK? KO Ol ZUEIVE U?2XPL KOl TO T?A0¢ TNC (w?¢ TN¢, To 2003.

To 1969 n Emma Reyes ?0TeIAE GTOV @?A0 TNC IOTOPIK? XEPUNV APCIVIVAC TNV TIP?TN ATT? TIG £€7K00l
TPEIC ETIOTOA?C TIOU TEPIYPPOLV TIC GKANP?C CLVOKEG U200 OTIC OTID?EC KPANGCE N TIAIK? TNC
NALK?0. O ?A0¢ TNG CLYKAOV?0TNKE OT? TIC OKANP?C OLVT?C AVAUV?20ELIC KI OTIOQ?010€ VA e el Td
Ke?Ueva aTtov MKapumpl?A Fkapao?a M?pKeC, 0 0TI0?0¢ evO?pPpLVE TN PAIEC VO OUVEX?TEL TO YPPIHO.
H aAAnAoypa@?a Kp?tnoe w¢ 10 1997- ¢’ auT? 10 dl 20TNUA, 0 APOIVI A0 KAT2PEPE VA TI?PEL TNV
AKplon Tn¢ EmmaReyesyia va eKO?0€l TIC ETIOTOA?C UET? TOV BVAT? TNC.

?2t01 TPOKUYE TO €I PETIK? BIPA?0 AVApUV?0€elC O’ AAANAOYPA@?AC, TIOU EEXWPPLEL PE TNV
13102TEPN YPA@? TNC AT? TNV OTIO?0 OV LTI?PXEl KAVVA ?XVOC ETITDVONC. H Reyes Xwp?g
OUTOA?INON, KE EVPL 20 EVNAPKOUL KOl HATI? KOPITOI0?, KATAP?PVEL VO LETAO?OEL E aKP?BEIO aTOV
avVaw?0Tn To cLVAIOOUAT? TNC, KOB?G TEPIYP2PEL TIC AVTIEO?TNTEC TLV TIIAIKY TNE XPAVWY TNV
KoAopB7a.

Zuv?xela oto Dreamers & Co. > http://dreamersandco.com/2017/09/anam...

Tina Lopes says

Impactada. Um texto simples e marcante, daquel es que vocé ficaremoendo por semanas. Dispensaveis 0s
textos de prefacio e posfacio, totalmente diferentes da autora (insira emoji entediado para pessoas que
aproveitam qual quer espacinho pra exibir estilo).

Mas as 23 cartas que contam ainfancia da pintora sdo impressi onantes.




VasilisManias says

Agv W?p1la TO1? 1AV N 2Upa PAeC TRV EEKIV?0W TNV AVANVWOT TV 23wV ETIGTOAV TIOU ypae
0700 €V?AIKN KAl AVOWWPITUN KAOAAITEXVIK? GTOV @?A0 TNC XEPUN AVEGAAC, KOI VIO VO TIW
NV aA?0€10 A?y0 TIPIV TN U201 ToU, TO BIBA?0 auT? TIOUL dINYe?tal T BAIBEP? EVNAIK?WON eV
0pPaVOo? KOPITal0? aTt? TNV KOAOUPB?a, K?1oU oTI¢ TIP?TeC TOL 100 0eA?0eC VoI wod va e KOLP?LeEl
YO QUT? KO TO TIPOTNOO TNV KPN Va2 PVEC. M TO TIOL TO ava?rmaca Uwe oTa X?pla Jou,
2uolade AEC KOL N OTHPAKTIK? I0TOP?0 TOU AVPALKOU OUTO? TN XVIAI 7P TIP?0 VA £?2XE By?AEl H?0Q
Hou p?Lec BabI 2, KAl OAOKA?pwod KOVT? 150 GeADeC O?XWC av?00, OEA?OEC TIOL ATTATIVEAY VAV
0a?p0 AVEEAPTNO?20C, EAELOEP?UC, XI0AUOP KAl L20C TN OIK 2TNTOC TIOU UTIOPE? VO NV EKONAPONKE
OTNV AQUBEVTIK? TNCG MOPP? 0?TE OTIYU?, TIPZAA OUT? 2UWE 1N UKP? LU 2DEIXVE VO OTXKETAI TTVTA
20010, pe p?0 TEA?PIO SVOUN KAl L7000 70BE0TN EATI?D0 Via U200 KAA?TEPN {W?, ATTAVOVTI O€ PAEQTIQ
OLOKOA?C TIOU JLAPBLOVTI?C TIC, 00U OPANVETAL 1N KOPAI?. Kal KAVE?C Oev E2pEl AV Ol VOV ?0EIC TG
EIVOIL OVAUEUEIYULNVEG E OTIYU?G LUBOTAOC?0C, TPZAN AUT? EVAL DIK?C NG, KAT?IK?C TNG, KAl HE
TNV 2Kd00N TOL CUYYEKPIL0L 7pyou ATIOTEAOD TA?0V GY0UPA AVATI?20TACTO T2UA TNG IOTOPIK G
HV2UNG VG OAKANPOUL ADO?.

Xenia Germeni says

Av Kal dev TO AEC E2KOA0 VAV WOUA BIOKOTI, TO BIPA?0 auT? pol 2el atTA? (Val Kal T? Jag
voladel Twe 2(Noe Ta TRHAIKO TNC XPVIO [ida oK2UN TiTwXn ;). Mag voladel 810TI SLOTUXWCG eV ?XEl
oAAaéel T?rmota ar? t?e! H Reyes EeKVNoe va yp2@el BEPATEVTIK? KAl TPOKLYE VA TIPOYUATIK?
duvaTt? Kal a&loBa?uaaoto BIPA?0, ue ATIN?G PP?0€1C. MOI L€l e BEPATEVTIKEG CUVEDPTEC AAA?
MOI?ZEl KAl PE NUEPOANO...2XEl VA €EAIPETIK? TP?PTNA TIOU OE AQVEL 2APuVO KAl g€ 0dNye? oTa
MOVOTL?TIA TNG YPO@P?C KAl TOL K?GUOUL TNE Reyes dAA? KAl TNG AATIVOAUEPIKVIKNC AOYOTEXV UG VA

HIa 0K 2N @opa.

Claudia says

Emma Reyes é o exemplo de alguém que ndo mostra rancor perante a sua vida cruel e miseravel. Num tom
cru, sem amargura, revela através de cartas para 0 amigo historiador German Arciniegas detal hes sobre a sua
infancia de emocionar qualquer um. Precisei de tempo para digerir tudo, respirar fundo. Senti revolta por ela,
sendo tudo t&o triste acabei por absorver essa carga durante a leitura. Vidastéo dificeis. Vidastéo
miseraveis.

Num quarto com asuairma e o Menino, todos os dias de manha precisa de despejar o penico. Cheio de
fezes, carrega entre sal picos e agonia até ao depdsito. Num lugar despedido de méveis, luxos ou comida. A
colombianatem um olhar muito vincado sobre a sua histéria de menina pobre e ingénua. Sem amor,
conforto, roupa e comida, passa pela misériacomo quem vé asua adeia arder pensa ser o fogo de artificio
mais bonito. O momento maistriste deste livro é téo intenso que ainda escuto os gritos de abandono. Emma
pegou natristeza e transformou em forca.

Os adultos so sombras altas e pesadas. Indecifraveis. Mais tarde, num convento de freiras conhece o
trabalho e os maus tratos. O lugar de amor esta cheio de leis dafé cruéis. Uma menina sem pais ndo pode ser
recebida por Cristo, muito menos sonhar com um vestido branco ou ser freira. Neste convento é onde



aprende aler e a escrever e recebe pequenos gestos de carinho por parte de umafreira. Fui obrigadaa
guestionar os valores da igreja catélica perante duas meninas abandonadas. O relato é duro e sufocante. Ser
espectadora destas injusticas € um tremendo desafio.

No final coloca-se a veracidade desta histéria apds véarias pesquisas e entrevistas. Ninguém sabe a verdade
sobre a sua origem. Se por um lado temos a minuciosidade dos detal hes, por outro existem poucas provas. Eu
acredito. Emma Reyes sempre fugiu da pergunta: quem era o teu pai ? Ja famosa e casada, sempre que
recebia as visitas dairma pedia para ndo ser incomodada e s6 voltava a dar noticias mais tarde. Ela conviveu
com artistas conhecidos e teve uma vida muito diferente depois de ter fugido do convento. Verdadeira
histériaderesiliéncia.

Recomendo muito. Este livro foi uma espécie de comboio desenfreado contra mim.

Brina says

| am always on alert for books by women of color from around the globe. A few weeks ago a goodreads
friend had mentioned reading The Book of Emma Reyes. A Memoir and it piqued by interest as amemoir by
a South American artist from the 20th century. A product of what early reviewers call a Dickensian
upbringing, Reyes overcame a horrendous childhood to later become atop artist of her native Columbia.
Although she did not become literate until later in life, a chance friendship with Nobel Laureate Gabriel
Garcia Marquez encouraged Reyes to write the letters that |ater became this book. With anew English
translation by Daniel Alarcén, The Book of Emma Reyes: A Memoir has gained a wider audience and
notified more people of the life of this prized artist.

Emma Reyes could list among her friends Frida Kahlo, Diego Rivera, and Jean-Paul Sartre. Thisis after she
called Paris her home and joined an ex-pat community well established in Europe at the time. Asa small
child, however, her life was nothing short of horrendous. Along with her older sister Helena, the two girls
were brought into the world by their mother Mariawho immediately suffered from a severe case of post
partum depression. Unfortunately for the girls and their two half brothers, adiagnosis for this mental health
disorder did not exist in 1910s Columbia, and often times the children were | eft to fend for themselves for
entire days, many times locked in aroom with no food. At the time, Helenawas six and a half and Emmano
more than five. They had afull time nanny at times, but Maria moved the family all over Columbiain an
attempt to better her own position in life, and she usually clashed with the nanny and fired her, leaving the
children on their own yet again. Even if Maria comes across as unloving and self-centered, one can not help
but think if she lived in a different time and place that she could have received help for her depression and
gone on to love her children. Y et, Emmawrites longingly of her mother because at age five, her mother is
her entire world.

The coping became to much for Maria and one by one she abandoned her children. Helenaand Emmawere
brought up in a strict orphanage run by nuns even though they were a product of an illegitimate relationship.
Eventually, they were accepted by the church, but the descriptions Emma givesin her letters are nothing
short of heart rending. Based on a girl'slooks or abilities, she received choice tasks to complete. This was not
an orphanage where a girl would receive an education. In order to finance the welfare of the one hundred
fifty girls, the nuns put them to work at all tasks from cleaning the bathroom and kitchen to embroidery and
being personal assistants to the nuns themselves. Each girl had nuns they forged better relationships and vice
versa. Emma had the misfortune of being the younger sister to Helena, called the most beautiful girl in the



orphanage, while being cross-eyed herself. Asaresult, it took her many years before she could establish a
group of friends while also being stuck performing the worst of tasks in the orphanage. It is of little wonder
that by the time she reached adol escence that she thought about the wider world outside of the orphanage and
her means of escaping from it.

Alarcon did afine job with the tranglation, but it is evident that the writing is simplistic in form. Reyes
letters were not geared toward a juvenile audience, but because she did not learn to read or write until her
late teenaged years, Reyes had alimited vocabulary. As aresult, this memoir can be viewed as a coming of
age story, which | mentioned recently that | have found myself enjoying less and less each year. | am glad
that Reyes was ambitious enough to leave the orphanage and fend for herself, resulting in her becoming a
gifted artist and traveling the world. It appeared even from an early age that the nuns spotted her talent but
because of her life situation she lacked a means to cultivate it. While | felt for this horrendous childhood, |
read quickly to find out when the misery would end, but, unfortunately it never did in the course of this book.

While | enjoy reading books by women of color from around the globe, | was not enamored with The Book
of Emma Reyes: A Memoir. It was an easy reading book to get through at a busy time of the year for me, but
not a book | would necessarily choose had | not been alerted to both the topic and cover on goodreads.
Perhaps because Reyes was known as an artist, | would enjoy her artwork more than this memoir.
Nevertheless this memoir points to the lack of mental health awareness in the early 20th century andisa
worthy read.

3.5 stars

lalsayed says

H Emmadev eal lia ev7AKn ocuyypoa@?0¢. H Emmasval va Toid? Ye?to TANy?¢ Tou dlnye?tal
200 (€l 0aV va €A1 N TI0 QUCIOAOVIK? {Ww? TIOL B0 UTIDPO?0E VA ?XEI K?TOI10¢. EVval OTIOPAKTIK?
va dlaB? el TG o T O? BAPTEL TNV EYKATZAEIYN, TN B?0, TO BUU? KAl TNV ATOTAVNON AT TOLG
EVPAIKEC. 701 aTtop?a ye?lel TNV THAIK? YPux? 2t dev ayaTa 2tal. Nal, Ta TdK? XpAIa TNG
Emma av?Kouv ag 2Aou¢ Hag Tua.

Ingrid says

Mijn recensie over Het boek van Emma (Emma Reyes - Meulenhoff Boekerij) kan je nalezen op mijn blog
via https://boeklovers.wordpress.com/2018...
Inclusief leesfragment

freckledbibliophile says

This was such a miraculous and powerful book. The account of, Emma Reyes and her sister, had the power
to pull at your heart and wish you could write yourself into the story just to help the two of them discover
some sort of happiness and peace.

Sadly, children are subjected to thistype of injustice on an everyday basis. It helps others recognize that they



can weather the pain and tribulations that may be inflicted upon them when they are able to see others out
there, kids even, who have lived the life of ten people, and are dealing with much bigger issues.

Thiswas abeautifully narrated story of betrayal, rejection, abandonment, alack of self-identity and a stolen
childhood. Highly recommended!

Monica Mar says

¢Laepistola protesta es un género literario? Lo dudo muchisimo, pero si lo fuera, Memoria por
correspondencia seria el poster ideal. Si bien la protesta no es explicita—el candor tanto de la Reyes
narradora como de la Reyes protagonista es demasiado nitido; su rencor, casi nulo—, los abusos que padece
una Emma infante a manos de una figura monstruo-maternal y luego a manos de una horda de monjas
cruelesy explotadoras (¢existen entes més despreciables que las monjas catélicas?) iluminan lamédula de
una sociedad profundamente clasistay racistay de unareligion profundamente hipdcritay sadica. Lavoz de
Reyes, sin embargo, nunca se diluye en odios rancios o en sefialamientos indtiles; de hecho, la narracién
toma distancia desde el principio, y Reyes procurainsuflarle laingenuidad de la Emma nifiay adolescente,
dejando los juicios de valor al lector. Memoria por correspondencia es formay sustancia literarias puras,
mas la segunda que la primera, pero aun asi, es casi que la épica de una heroina heterodoxa, solo que en la
Colombia tumultuosa del siglo XX.

LAPL Readssays

For al of her adult life, Emma Reyes was known as an artist who painted and sketched, and as storyteller in
the world of other artists in Europe and South America. The historian German Arciniegas urged her to write
down her memoirs, but she begged off, claiming not to have any literary talents. He suggested that she write
him letters about her childhood, which eventually became this memoir in epistolary format. Arciniegas
showed some of the lettersto Gabriel Garcia Marquez, who expressed his great enthusiasm to Reyes. She, in
turn, felt betrayed by Arciniegas, believing that he had violated her privacy and stopped writing to him for
decades. The letters are candid and direct in detailing beauty and ugliness about Emma Reyes first nineteen
years of life.

Emma Reyes was an extraordinary woman who grew up in an extremely poor section of Bogoté, Colombia,
with a sister, a boy, and awoman. At the time she had no idea that the woman was her mother, nor that the
boy was possibly her brother. She and the other neighborhood children played in heaps of dirt and garbage,
and buoyed by imagination built figures from junk and created stories. Reyes witnessed and was on the
receiving end of devastating cruelty. Taken from the dark windowless room where she lived as a child, she
went to a convent, where young girls labored for more than ten hours a day cleaning, scrubbing, sewing and
embroidering fine clothing for other people. All of them lived in aworld that was filled with threats,
degredation and no hope for another way of life. What she remembered, before the convent and inside it,
conjures alife of faith, faith betrayed, and rudimentary beliefs in folkloric customs. At the end of her
memoir, Emma Reyes cagily finds a way to get the keys to the convent and escape, which is where her first
nineteen years of life end. Not the most promising childhood for a young woman who evenutally worked
with Diego Riveraand Frida Kahlo, and interacted with writers, intellectuals and artists.

Everything about this memoair is astonishing, including how it was originally published, and how it cameinto



the hands of the novelist Daniel Alarcon, who translated the book into English and wrote the introduction. At
the Bogota Book Fair in 2014, a stranger gave him the book and said, “Y ou must read this. Y ou have to.”
There are fourteen chests of papers that were left to Arte Vivo Otero Herrera, and its director, Camilo Otero.
Perhaps one day those papers will be organized to help fill in the many gaps and questions about the life of
the remarkable Emma Reyes.

Reviewed by Sheryn Morris, Librarian, Central Library

Shira says




